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Audhrinn

A PRIMER

By Scytheria

Audhrinn /ɔʊˈθrɪn:/ is a constructed (or artificial) language which exists for no purpose other than being pleasing to me,

the author. It is not based on any natural language, and has an entirely a priori vocabulary in which words have been

derived on aesthetic principles (which essentially means that they have been selected because I like the sound of them – it

gets no more scientific than that).

Audhrinn is not especially challenging, mainly because my purpose was to create a language that could actually be

learned and spoken or written. There are, however, a few inflexion patterns and sound changes to learn, but these are

quite regular in their own way and certainly no worse than many real languages. Perhaps the hardest aspect of Audhrinn

is the peculiar word order that results from its handling of verbs and compound-complex sentences. Infinitives are weird.

Ditransitive verbs make the infinitives look quite normal. Pronouns, and especially possessive pronouns, are extremely

complicated – but very logical when you get the hang of them. Ambiguous English sentences like “the tree leaned on the

table and it collapsed” in which we can’t quite be sure whether the tree or the table collapsed are impossible. “His king gave

the knight his sword” in which we don’t know whether the king, the knight or an unspecified person owns the sword are

similarly impossible to make.

The vocabulary of over 1000 root words is sufficient for Audhrinn to be used to speak or write creatively and variedly on

most subjects, as long as those subjects are confined to pre-technological (Dark Age and earlier) Europe. By this, I mean

that you will find words for oak trees, castles, knives, badgers and honey, but not for baobab trees, pagodas, computers,

zebras and avocados.

The cursive script is not based on any known system of writing, and was developed from first principles – filling the need

for a writing system that represented the Audhrinn sounds. I deliberately chose to use a cursive script, because to me that

fits the flowing, breathy nature of the sounds, but there are only so many different marks you can make before things

start to look like they have been done before somewhere else in the world. The script has a vague Arabic or Far-Eastern

feel to it, but that is just an accident of the shapes employed. I am rather pleased with the result, and am particularly

enamoured by the way the letters run together. This certainly makes the writing rather more interesting than a ‘one

shape per letter’ script. In the Audhrinn script, it is entirely possible for a word, even quite a long one, to consist of

connected letters, yet with each remaining perfectly distinct.

There may be some accusations of Tolkien-appropriation levelled at me, as many words in Audhrinn resemble words in

Tolkien’s own constructed languages. The lexical similarity is due to our having chosen roughly the same phonological

elements (in other words, fairly easy ones for Europeans). But a nod in the right direction is due, because if I had not

picked up a copy of The Lord of the Rings some forty years ago and been immediately enthralled by the runes and Elvish

writing on the fold-out map, I would probably not be doing this sort of thing today.

This language is presented to you as is, and you are welcome to develop it further if you like. I have deliberately avoided

using especially complex linguistic jargon in the grammar, choosing instead to use words that describe things in an

intuitive way. This is for the benefit of those who want to try this language but who lack familiarity with formal

grammatical terms. You can use Audhrinn for any purpose you want, as long as I, the author, am credited for the work I

have put into this project and as long as the same freedom to use the work for any other purpose is preserved for others.

Scytheria 2018



Alphabet

The Audhrinn alphabet, as transcribed into the Roman alphabet, contains just 18 letters: A B D E F G H I K L M N O R S

U W and Y and a hyphen (serving as a letter). The letter combinations DH, FH and GH behave like letters in their own

right.

Each letter has up to six forms, depending where it appears in a word and how it connects to other words. In the table

below, lighter elements of the letter forms indicate the use of special ‘null’ symbols used to start/end shapes correctly.



Letter



a

b

d

dh

e

f

fh

g

gh

h

i

k

l

m

n

o

r

s

u

w

y

-



Initial

(unconnected)



Initial

(connected R)



Medial/Final

(unconnected)



Medial/Final

(connected L)



Medial/Final

(connected R)



Medial/Final

(connected LR)



Phonology

Although the number of distinct letters is relatively low, they combine to produce wide range of sounds. Audhrinn

spelling is almost entirely phonetic, but the value of some consonants varies somewhat depending on position within a

word and on the surrounding letters. Most sounds are easy enough for Europeans to produce.

CONSONANTS

Letter



Sound Value(s)



b



Usually /b/, but in sb(r) /sp(r)/



d



Usually /d/, but in sd(r) /st(r)/



dh



Usually /ð/, but word-finally /θ/, in dhr /θr/ and in sdh(r) /sθ(r)/



f



Always /f/



fh



Always /v/



g



Usually /g/, but in ng /nx/ (never /ŋ/ or /ŋg/) and in sg(r) /sx(r)/



gh



Usually /ɣ/, but effectively silent in word-final positions



h



Word-initially and between two vowels /h/

Otherwise modifies a preceding consonant (d, f or g)



k



Always /k/



l



Always /l/, when written doubled is lengthened significantly to /l:/



m



Always /m/, when written doubled is lengthened significantly to /m:/

Can be found without a vowel at the end of a word in dhm /ðm̩/ and ghm /ɣm̩/



n



Always /n/, when written doubled is lengthened significantly to /n:/



r



Always /r/, when written doubled is lengthened significantly to /r:/

Often modifies the value of a preceding vowel



s



Always /s/, when written doubled is lengthened significantly to /s:/



w

y

-



Always /w/

Never modifies the value of a preceding vowel

Always /j/

Often modifies the value of a preceding vowel

Always a glottal stop /ʔ/



VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS

Letter(s)

a

au



Sound Value(s)

Usually /æ/, but in word-final positions /ə/ and in ay /aɪ.j/

Always /ɔʊ/



e



Usually /e/, but virtually silent in word-final positions and in ey /eɪ.j/



ea



Always /ɪjæ/



eo



Always /ɪjɒ/



i



Usually /ɪ/, but in iy /i:.j/



o



Usually /ɒ/, but in oy /ɔɪ.j/



ou



Always /aʊ/



u



Always /u/, but in word-final positions long /u:/



RHOTICITY

Vowels followed by r (in word-final positions or before another consonant) gain rhoticity and are usually lengthened:

er

ear

eor



/ɑːr/

/aʊr/



ar

aur



/eər/

/ɪjɑːr/

/ɪjɒr/



ir



/iːr/



/ɒr/

/aʊr/



or

our



/ʊːr/



ur



WORD STRUCTURE

Audhrinn is based on inflected root words. These roots have a restricted structure consisting of two, three or five parts –

(Ci)V1(CmV2)Cf where Ci is an initial consonant or consonant cluster, V1 and V2 are primary and secondary vowels, Cm is

a medial consonant or consonant cluster and Cf is a final consonant or consonant cluster.

Ci

b

d

dh

f

fh

g

gh

h

k

m

n



1.



l

bl

fl



hl

kl



r

br

dr

dhr

fr

fhr

gr

ghr

hr

kr



s

sb

sd

sdh

sf

sfh

sg

sgh



V1

w

sbr

sdr

sdhr

sfr

sfhr

sgr

sghr

skr



ld

ldh

lf

lfh

lg

lgh



dr

dhr

fr

fhr

gr

ghr



V2



m

ldr

ldhr

lfr

lfhr

lgr

lghr



mf

mfh



n



w



nd

ndh



ndr

ndhr



ng

ngh



ngr

nghr



mfr

mfhr



y



Cf



a

o

au

ou

u

e

ea

eo

i



l



r



m



n



d

dh



ld

ldh



rd

rdh



nd

ndh



g

gh



lg

lgh



rg

rgh



ng

ngh



s



rm

rn



(Ci)V1CmV2Cf

*balal



CiV1Cf

*lal



(Ci)V1CmV2Cf

*barar



CiV1Cf

*rar



A root cannot contain three elements from the L-consonant and R-consonant groups:

*lalar

*raral



4.



r



The R-consonant groups (shown in pink) cannot be used together in the following patterns:

CiV1CmV2Cf

*rarad



3.



e

ea

eo

i



d

dh

f

fh

g

gh



l



The L-consonant groups (shown in green) cannot be used together in the following patterns:

CiV1CmV2Cf

*lalad



2.



hy



Cm



a

o

au

ou

u



hw

sk

sm

sn



y



*ralal

*larar



The U-vowel and E/I-vowel groups (shown in blue and orange respectively) cannot be used together in the

following patterns:

(Ci)V1CmV2Cf

*budud



(Ci)V1CmV2Cf

*bidid



Despite these limitations, there are millions of permissible root structures. Only a tiny fraction of these, however, are

actually used. To compensate for the paucity of root words, three strategies greatly extend the language’s vocabulary:

1.



Inflexion can transform a root from a noun into a verb, adjective or back into a noun again. Inflexions add

extensive additional subtle meanings to a root.



2.



Attributive nouns are used extensively to classify things on a fine scale.



3.



‘Kenning’ (as per Anglo-Saxon and Icelandic) is routinely used to create idiomatic expressions.



WORD STRESS

Uninflected roots are stressed on their first syllable. Inflected roots are also stressed on the first syllable of the root (the

root in its uninflected form). Regardless of any stress, vowels are always fully-sounded, with the exception of final A or E.

Vowels follow consonants, not the other way around. The word laran is pronounced as /læ.ræn/ not /lɑ:r.æn/. The

only exceptions to this are when a vowel encounters a word-final consonant, an R before another consonant or when a

vowel precedes a Y anywhere. The word gordhan is thus /gɒr.θæn/ not /gɒ.rθæn/. The word layar is /laɪ.jɑ:r/ not

/læ.jɑ:r/.



ROOT SOUND CHANGES

When inflected, a root’s initial and final sounds may change in predictable patterns.

INITIAL CONSONANT CHANGES: These always occur when a root is given a prefix. There are only seven known

changes:

ø  - (glottal stop)

b  mb

d  nd

f  mf

g  ng

k  nk

FINAL CONSONANTAL CHANGES: These always occur when a root is given a suffix, including a null suffix (-Ø).

There are only nine known changes:

d  dh

dh  dhm

g  gh

gh  ghm

l  ll

m  mm

n  nn

r  rr

s  ss

Some sound changes are illustrated here:

Prefix ASuffix -E

angorodhme

/ænˈxɒ.rɒð.m̩/



Suffix -E



Suffix -Ø



angorodh

/ænˈxɒ.rɒθ/



Prefix ASuffix -Ø

angorodhm

/ænˈxɒ.rɒð.m̩/



gorodhme

/ˈgɒ.rɒð.m̩/



gorodhm

/ˈgɒ.rɒð.m̩/



eorn

/ˈɪjɒrn/



a-eorn

/æʔˈɪjɒrn/



a-eorn

/æʔˈɪjɒrn/



a-eorne

/æʔˈɪjɒrn/



eorne

/ˈɪjɒrn/



eorn

/ˈɪjɒrn/



dhrin

/θrɪn/



adhrin

/æˈθrɪn/



adhrinn

/æˈθrɪn:/



adhrinne

/æˈθrɪn:/



dhrinne

/θrɪn:/



dhrinn

/θrɪn:/



harmog

/ˈhɑːr.mɒg/



aharmog

/æˈhɑːr.mɒg/



aharmogh

/æˈhɑːr.mɒ̩/



aharmoghe

/æˈhɑːr.mɒɣ/



harmoghe

/ˈhɑːr.mɒɣ/



harmogh

/ˈhɑːr.mɒ̩/



Root



Prefix A-



gorodh

/ˈgɒ.rɒθ/



It is worth noting, and this can be seen in the above examples, that no inflexion can ever change the fundamental spelling

of a root, despite any sound changes affecting it. From this, considerable insight into the origins of the systematic spelling

system can be found.



Basic Sentence Structures

Sentence clauses strictly follow the word order agent-tense-patient-verb (or in the passive, patient-tense-verb). In the passive,

there is no way of including the patient, so whereas in English we can freely transform “the boy hit the dog” into “the dog

was hit by the boy”, in Audhrinn the nearest you could get to the latter is “the dog was hit” followed by “the boy hit”.

Intransitive verbs have no patient, so follow the word order agent-tense-Ø-verb:

yaman a korodh

mother TENSE weep

“the mother wept”

There is, of course, no passive form for an intransitive verb (or a transitive verb used intransitively). The infinitive is

formed by omitting the patient too. The tense particle, a, changes to am:

am korodh

TENSE weep

“to have wept”

Transitive verbs require an agent and a patient:

hendas a hwis droudh

child TENSE dog hit

“the child hit the dog”

The passive is formed by using the word order patient-tense-verb, and the verb is marked with the suffix –a:

droudh a hwissa

dog TENSE hit-PASSIVE

“the dog was hit”

If the agent is not specified in a transitive verb, the active voice forms an infinitive:

am droudh hwis

TENSE dog hit

“to have hit the dog”

To form a passive infinitive, a null patient is used. The agent cannot be included.

am hwissa

TENSE hit-PASSIVE

“to have been hit”

And the active infinitive of a transitive verb thus has no agent or patient:

am hwis

TENSE hit

“to have hit”



Ditransitive verbs are formed by placing the thing bestowed (or placed, positioned or otherwise manipulated) after the

verb and the particle se “BESTOW-WITH”. The recipient is what would normally, in thematic grammars, be considered

the patient:

armidh a skron larn se fheand

king TENSE warrior give BESTOW-WITH sword

“the king gave a sword to the warrior”

Ditransitive verbs form passives and infinitives in the same way as transitive verbs. The infinitives cannot include the

agent.

am skron larn se fheand

TENSE warrior BESTOW-WITH sword

“to have given a sword to the warrior”

skron a larna se fheand

warrior TENSE give-PASSIVE BESTOW-WITH sword

“the warrior was given a sword”

am larn se fheand

TENSE give BESTOW-WITH sword

“to have given a sword”

am larna se fheand

TENSE give-PASSIVE BESTOW-WITH sword

“to have been given a sword”

The bestowed object can be omitted:

armidh a skron larn

king TENSE warrior give

“the king gave something to the warrior”

am skron larn

TENSE warrior give

“to have given something to the warrior”

skron a larna

warrior TENSE give-PASSIVE

“the warrior was given something”

am larn

TENSE give

“to have given something to somebody”

am larna

TENSE give-PASSIVE

“to have been given something”



The action of ditransitive verbs with se is not always concerned with giving something. Many other ditransitive verbs

exist, and these are often given a prepositional prefix:

meg a yerm anhwend se lam

girl TENSE cup in-pour BESTOW-WITH milk

“the girl poured the milk into a cup”

meg a bradh sughorn se yerm

girl TENSE table on-put BESTOW-WITH cup

“the girl put the cup onto the table”

am yerm anhwend se lam

girl TENSE cup in-pour BESTOW-WITH milk

“to have poured milk into a cup”

am bradh sughorn se yerm

girl TENSE table on-put BESTOW-WITH cup

“to have put a cup onto a table”

The passive forms expressions which are difficult to render in English, but which are perfectly valid in Audhrinn:

yerm a anhwenda se lam

cup TENSE in-pour-PASSIVE BESTOW-WITH milk

“the cup was [poured into with] milk”

bradh a sughorna se yerm

table TENSE on-put-PASSIVE BESTOW-WITH cup

“the table was [put onto with] a cup”

am anhwenda se lam

TENSE in-pour-PASSIVE BESTOW-WITH milk

“to have [poured into with] milk”

am sughorna se yerm

TENSE on-put-PASSIVE BESTOW-WITH cup

“to have [put onto with] a cup”

Notice that, in the above two examples, the cup and the table become the focus of the passive, not the milk or the cup. To

do this in Audhrinn the bestowed object is placed before the passive phrase followed by sor “UNTO”:

fheand sor skron a larna

sword UNTO warrior TENSE give-PASSIVE

“the sword was given to the warrior”

lam sor yerm a anhwenda

milk UNTO cup TENSE in-pour-PASSIVE

“the milk was poured into the cup”



yerm sor bradh a sughorna

cup UNTO table TENSE on-put-PASSIVE

“the cup was put onto the table”

Expressions like the three above do not form infinitives.

The verb larn means “to give to”, and the patient is the recipient. A similar verb, sefarn, means “to give a thing” and the

patient is the thing given. The recipient is not included when this verb is used:

armidh a fheand sefarn

king TENSE sword give

“the king gave a sword to somebody”

am fheand sefarn

TENSE sword give

“to have given a sword to somebody”

am sefarn

TENSE sword give

“to have given something to somebody”

fheand a sefarna

sword TENSE give-PASSIVE

“the sword was given to somebody”

am sefarna

TENSE give-PASSIVE

“to have been given to somebody”

The third of the above, am sefarn, is logically the same as am larn. The only difference is in emphasis. In am larn, the

emphasis is that a thing was given to somebody. In am sefarn, the emphasis is that somebody was given a thing.

Other ditransitive verbs, unlike larn/sefarn, do not come in pairs. anhwend, for example, means “to pour onto”. There

is no corresponding verb meaning “to be poured onto with”.

Many English verbs can be used in two ways, depending on whether it is formed intransitively or transitively. In “the

flower smelled sweet” and “the girl smelled the flower” the verb is used to mean two very different things. In “the flower

smelled sweet” the verb means “has an odour”. In “the girl smelled the flower” the verb means “use the sense of smell”.

In “He broke the door” there is an agent (he) and a patient (the door), but in “the door broke” the door is the agent and

there is no patient. In Audhrinn, these kinds of verbs are always used in their transitive sense, with the passive invoking

the intransitive sense:

meg a leomin fhos

girl TENSE flower smell

“the girl smelled the flower”

leomin a fhossa swedhm

flower TENSE smell-PASSIVE sweetly

“the flower was smelled sweetly” = “the flower smelled sweet”
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