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- 8 TANNIC AD 1401-55-4 C7aH52046 170122
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° Comment natural dyes
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Wavenumber cm-1 Entry No. 79
Color | Hit Quality | Compound name CAS Number Molecular formula Molecular weight
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“PEARL OF ARABIA/

A MARVELLOUS GEM.

Yesterday I saw the “king” of pearls—
the Pearl of Arabia, one of the most
marvellous and beautiful gems in the
whole world, said a writer in a London
journal recently.

It shimmered in the palm of Sir
Abhmed el Jaber, el Sabah, Sheik of
Koweit, ruler of a principality of 50,000
souls.

The Pearl of Arabia is one of the
finest and most priceless jewels ever
found in a land where pearl fishing is
the staple industry.

Sir Ahmed el Jaber is in London now
—“just to visit my dentist,” he toM me.

As I sat admiring this beautiful Pearl
of Arabia yesterday Sir Ahmed told
me something of the industry it repre-
sents.

“The finest in a priceless collection?”
I suzgested, pointing to the Pearl of
Arabia.

The monarch of Koweit stroked his
beard and shrugged.

“I do not collect,” he said. “It is my
business.”

“Time was when we pulled a million
pounds worth of pearls from the wateis
of Koweit. Now it is not so much.

“My people, they are wonderful
swimmers and divers. The boys who
swim for these peails have to go down
50 and 60 feet to get the oysters. Some
days they fish for nothing. Then comes
the wonderful find which makes all their
Jabour worth while.

“Recently one of our natives found a
pearl which sold for £60,000.”
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