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Castle Happy:

Love and Tomfoolery in William Randolph Hearst's San Simeon

(The magical California love story about a nobody

who becomes a somebody in just one day.)

book by John Freed

(freed@brandman.edu)



music by Jeff Dunn

(jdunn@mmalameda.com)

lyrics by Jeff Dunn and John Freed



The musical's promotional website:
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CAST OF CHARACTERS

5 Women [three major, two minor] – 4 Men [four major, one of them double-cast]

ARTHUR LAKE

MID 30'S. FRIEND OF W.

R. HEARST'S SON JACK.

FAILED ACTOR - NOT

UNLIKE THE DAGWOOD

NEBBISH WHOM HE

WILL LATER CREATE

AND MAKE FAMOUS.

WILLIAM

RANDOLPH

HEARST

“W. R.” MID 70'S.

OWNER AND FOUNDER

OF THE HEARST

CORPORATION.

MARION DAVIES

LATE 30S. HEARST'S

LIFE-LONG

COMPANION AND

MOVIE STAR IN HER

OWN RIGHT.

PATRICIA VAN CLEVE

17 YEARS OLD.

UNACKNOWLEDGED

DAUGHTER OF MARION

AND W. R. - AN

ADOLESCENT IN A

WOMAN'S BODY

BETTE DAVIS

EARLY 30'S. AT THE

HEIGHT OF HER

CAREER -- POSSIBILITY

FOR A FEMALE

IMPERSONATOR

CASTING
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ERROL FLYNN

LATE 20'S. A LITERAL

HOLLYWOOD UP AND

COMER, TRADING ON

HIS CHARISMATIC

GOOD LOOKS –

[COULD BE DOUBLECAST AS MAX AND

SHERIFF BELOW]



STEVENS

30-50. THE BUTLER

AND MASTER OF

CEREMONIES. ANY

AGE, ANY ETHNICITY

ALSO IN LOVE WITH

FLYNN



QUINN AND JENNY

ANY AGE, ANY

ETHNICITY. THE

MAIDS FUNCTIONING

AS A CHORUS

MAX

ANY AGE, ANY

ETHNICITY STABLE

OWNER IN OPENING

SCENE

[DOUBLE-CAST WITH

FLYNN CHARACTER]

SHERIFF

SERVES W. R. WITH THE

PROPERTY SEIZURE

PAPERS – [DOUBLECAST WITH FLYNN

CHARACTER]
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OVERTURE

with slide show -- https://vimeo.com/user8588759/review/199556826/414bbc21d9

ACT I – SCENE 1 Hollywoodland Stables – October 30, 1938

Early morning, Arthur Lake has just

awakened in the Hollywoodland stables with

the sound of horses off stage and fog

creeping in. His suit and dress shirt are

hanging on a barn pole. He picks up a

battered guitar leaning against a bale of hay.

MUSIC: ARTHUR'S COWBOY SONG

WHEN A COWBOY IN HIS SLEEP

HAS HIS HORSE RIGHT BY HIS SIDE,

HE CAN FEEL JUST HOW IT BREATHES

AND STARTS TO DREAM WHERE THEY MIGHT RIDE

AT SUNRISE

FIRST THEY RIDE INTO THE SOUTH

WHERE THE RIVER FLOODS ITS BANKS.

HE PLUNGES DEEP, AND LOVES THE SPLASH,

AND FEELS HIS HORSE’S FLANKS

WHILE DREAMING

HE THEN DREAMS THEY RIDE NORTH

UP HILLTOPS BACK AND FORTH

WHERE WINDS SHEER HIS HORSE’S MANE,

AND WHEN HE RETURNS

TO CAMP ON HIS LONELY PLAIN,

ONLY DREAMS AND HIS HORSE TO SUSTAIN HIM,

Max, the stable owner, enters

unnoticed bringing a telegram and a

money order with him.

A HORSE AND COWBOY, SIDE BY SIDE,

BREATHE TOGETHER IN A DREAM,

AND FORM A BOND THAT HAS NO SEAM:

A MYSTERY, NO MATTER WHERE THEY RIDE.
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MAX

Arthur, I'm gonna have to tell Tex you been singing love songs to his favorite horse. And

dreaming about her too it sounds like.

ARTHUR

I just hope I'll have more to remember in my life than dreams about horses. Can't get far

though with a dime in my pocket.

MAX

Your luck might be changing. You got this here telegram. How anyone knows your

address is beyond me. You actor bums are all alike. Prima donas by day and shoveling

horse shit all night.

ARTHUR

(setting the guitar aside)

Would you read it to me?

MAX

(opening the envelope)

"Emergency -- Am dying -- desperately need Tonto -- use money -- take next train to San

Luis Obispo -- someone be there" Jack.

MAX

(handing Arthur the money order and telegram)

And here's a money order for $300 bucks. For a bum you sure got some fancy friends. Is

this that Hearst guy that rides here all the time?

ARTHUR

(reaching in his pocket to flip Max the dime.)

It is and here's something for your troubles, my good man.

MAX

You know I oughta become an actor too.

ARTHUR

(packing up his things in a carpet bag)

And thank you so much for putting this roof over my head. Could you give me a lift to

the station?

MAX

Sure, kid, and when you're a big star, put in a good word for me. Now you get on up to

the house and shower and shave.

ARTHUR

Again much obliged.

They exit with Arthur carrying his suit to change for the next scene.
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ACT I – SCENE 2



San Luis Obispo Train Station



Train sounding arriving. Fog machine is on more fully.

Arthur is the last one to disembark..

MUSIC: "LOST IN THE FOG"

ARTHUR

LOST IN THE FOG.

TOTALLY LOST IN THIS FOG.

SOMEHOW I'M ALWAYS LOST IN A FOG.

WHERE AM I?

Stevens enters.

STEVENS

Excuse me, sir, might I inquire if you are Jack Hearst's Los Angeles friend?

ARTHUR

Huh?

STEVENS

Arthur Lake

ARTHUR

Guilty as charged

STEVENS

I'm sorry. I don't know your movie work.

ARTHUR

Did you see "Topper" starring Gary Grant?

STEVENS

Were you in that?

ARTHUR

I was the elevator operator in one scene. They had to do nine takes because of me.

ARTHUR

I'm just a big nobody.
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STEVENS

I'm a nobody too in service to the king and queen of Xanadu.

TRAIN ENSEMBLE

Xanadu!

ARTHUR

Xanadu? I thought Jack said it was a horse ranch.

STEVENS

A “ranch”! (all laugh) No. Let me tell you, Mr. Lake: They call it La Cuesta Encantada …

STEVENS and ENSEMBLE

The Enchanted Hill. Aah!

MUSIC: IT'S A MONUMENTAL PALACE

STEVENS

IT'S MORE THAN JUST A RANCH, MY FRIEND

IT'S TO A REALM THAT WE’LL ASCEND.

AT THE SUMMIT OF THE HILL THERE’RE TWO

A KING AND QUEEN

WHO POPULATE THEIR XANADU

WITH LUMINARIES FROM THE SCREEN

AT A MONUMENTAL PALACE

AN AURORA BOREALIS

ENSEMBLE

A MONUMENTAL PALACE

AN AURORA BOREALIS

LA CUESTA ENCANTADA

STEVENS

IT’S A MONUMENTAL PALACE, MR. LAKE.

NOW CONSIDER MY ADVICE:

YOU KNOW THESE STARS FROM FEATURES

ARE TEMPERAMENTAL CREATURES.

TO KEEP THEM FROM DISASTER,

I’M ASKED TO BE THEIR RINGMASTER, RINGMASTER

FOR A PARTY TO WHICH YOU’VE BEEN SENT

AT A CASTLE THAT’S A CIRCUS TENT!

ENSEMBLE

A MONUMENTAL CIRCUS

HAS A PARTY WITH A PURPOSE!

LA CASA HALLOWEENA!

(GIGGLES?)
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STEVENS

I've seen fabulous dreams come true up there. . . What is your dream, Mr. Lake?

ARTHUR

Just once to see my name in the movie credits.

STEVENS

No, Mr. Lake, what's your deepest heart's desire?



ARTHUR

Ok, ok. To be the star of a nationally broadcast radio show. Oh, oh, oh and I want to be

held by someone I love for the rest of my life.

STEVENS

That's what I'm talking about. You must dream it to be it. (handing Arthur a 30’s football

helmet) You're in for a very bumpy ride.

ARTHUR

Boy o boy. Put me in, coach.

Arthur and Stevens exit.
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ACT I SCENE 3



Exterior Hearst's Castle - Esplanade



MUSIC: CAST IN THE SUN

BETTE (wearing a beard) and FLYNN

CAST IN THE SUN

WE'RE HAVING SOME FUN

AWAY FROM GLARING STARES

AWAY FROM NOISOME AIRS

OF HOLLYWOOD.

WE’RE ALL FAMOUS NAMES,

WE’RE PLAYING OUR GAMES.

BETTE

YES, YES! I’M HAPPY TO TAKE A BREAK,

FLYNN

HA HA! I’M HAPPY TO PLAY THE RAKE

BETTE and FLYNN

FAR FROM HOLLYWOOD!

AT CASTLE HAPPY, WE PLAY AWAY,

FLYNN

AT CASTLE HAPPY,

Jenny, walks by. Flynn pats her rear.

I’LL BE KNOCKING ON HER DOOR TODAY!

BETTE AND FLYNN

WE’RE SO GLAD WE’RE

FAR FROM THE NOSY HORDE,

AT CASTLE HAPPY, IN THE SUN!

Quinn, enters.

BETTE

Quinn, Darling!

QUINN

Ahhh! Miss Davis! How was your aeroplane trip?

BETTE

Like a roller coaster! Please have this (handing her the beard) cleaned and have Stevens

find a leash for Flynn. He’s on the prowl again.
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