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File preview

THE SAGE



( Emerson, Lake &amp; Palmer )



Written by Greg Lake in the key of Am in 4/4 and 3/4 time

Released on the album: Pictures At An Exhibition (1971)

Fingerstyle version for single acoustic guitar

The Sage on Wikipedia | Studio | Live 1970 | Live 2005 | Lyrics

Excellent guitar lesson on YouTube

thumb: x

index: a

dirty: b

ring: c

pinky: d



Hammer on: h

Pull off: p

Slide up: /

Slide down: \

Mute: m



Bend up: )

Bend down: (

break: p

Staccato: :

Arpeggio: ~~~

Grab but don't pick: !



Greg Lake likes to play arpeggios flat-style over 5 strings

For fingerpickers I suggest the following picking pattern:

x - x - a - b - c - b - a - x

If another pattern suits you better, you're welcome



INTRO

e----------------0-------------|------------------0-------------|----------------0-------------|-------0----------------------|

b------------0------0----------|--------------0------0----------|------------0------0----------|------0-----------------------|

g---------5d-----------5d------|-----------5d-----------5d------|---------5d-----------5d------|-----5d-----p-----p-----p-----|

D------2a-----------------2a---|-------3a------------------3a---|------2a-----------------2a---|----3a------------------------|

A---0--------------------------|---0----------------------------|---0--------------------------|---0--------------------------|

E------------------------------|--------------------------------|------------------------------|------------------------------|



¼



¼



¼



picking pattern:

x - x - a - b - c - b - a - x

a ~~~~ ( 1x )



( 3x )



picking pattern:

x - x - a - b - c - b - a - x

x - x - a - b - c ( 1x )



( 3x )



¼



1ST AND 2ND VERSE



||:

e----------------0-------------|------------------0-------------|----------------0-------------|-------------------0----------|

b------------0------0----------|--------------0------0----------|------------0------0----------|---------------0--------------|

g---------5d-----------5d------|-----------5d-----------5d------|---------5d-----------5d------|-----------5d------------p----|

D------2a-----------------2a---|-------3a------------------3a---|------2a-----------------2a---|-------3a---------------------|

A---0--------------------------|---0----------------------------|---0--------------------------|---0--------------------------|

E------------------------------|--------------------------------|------------------------------|------------------------------|



¼



¼



&lt;-------- Note --------&gt;

e----------------0-------------|------------------0-------------|

b------------0------0----------|--------------0------0----------|

g---------5d-----------5d------|-----------5d-----------5d------|

D------2a-----------------2a---|-------3a------------------3a---|

A---0--------------------------|---0----------------------------|

E------------------------------|--------------------------------|



picking pattern:

x - x - a - b - c - b - a - x



( 2x )



The following sequence can be played ad libitum

Some fitting examples are shown below

Play whatever suits you best or play the original pattern

1ST EXAMPLE

e------------------8d---7cp5a---------|---!------------11c:-----------12d-------------|

b--------------7b----------------7c---|---5a-----/-----10a:-----\-----9a--------------|

g----------8c-------------------------|---!------------10a:-----\-----9a--------p-----|

D------7a-----------------------------|-----------------------------------------------|

A-------------------------------------|-----------------------------------------------|

E---0---------------------------------|-------------------------------0---------------|



¼



¼



¼



picking pattern:

x - x - a - b - c - b - b - b

abc - xabc ( 1x )

Hint

!: press 5a &amp; 5a



¼



&lt;------------- half barré ------------&gt;

2ND EXAMPLE

e------------------8d---7cp5a---------|-------------------------------------0-------------|

b--------------7b----------------7c---|---5a---\---!3a---0-----------------0--------------|

g----------8c-------------------------|----------------------1a-----------1a--------p-----|

D------7a-----------------------------|---------------------------2c-----2c---------------|

A-------------------------------------|---------------------------------3b----------------|

E---0---------------------------------|---------------------------------------------------|



¼

3RD EXAMPLE

e------------------7d---5bp4a---------|------------------------------------------|

b--------------0-----------------7d---|---5b-------------------------------------|

g----------7c-------------------------|--------7d----4a------------------p-------|

D------6a-----------------------------|--------------------6c--------------------|

A-------------------------------------|-------------------------7d---------------|

E---0---------------------------------|------------------------------------------|



¼



( 1x )



picking pattern:

x - x - a - b - c - b - b - b ( 1x )

b - b - x ~~~ ( 1x )

Hint

!: Don't pick



¼

picking pattern:

x - x - a - b - c - b - b - b

b - b - b - x ( 1x )



( 1x )



Hint



¼



e---------------0---1p0-----------|------------------0--------------|

b-----------3d-----------3d-------|---------------0-----0-----------|

g-------2b-------------------2b---|-----------1a-----------1a-------|

D---0-----------------------------|-------2b-------------------2c---|

A---------------------------------|---------------------------------|

E---------------------------------|---4d----------------------------|



picking pattern:

x - a - b - c - b - b - b ( 1x )

x - x - a - b - c - b - a - x



The sequence shown above is not identical with Greg's picking

It's more or less something like that: assumed original pattern

e---------------------------------|-----------------0-----------|

b--------------0--------------0---|--------------0--------------|

g----------5d-------------5d------|----------5d-----------p-----|

D------2a-------------3a----------|------2a---------------------|

A---0--------------0--------------|---0-------------------------|

E---------------------------------|-----------------------------|

&lt;------ 2x 2/4 time ------&gt;

¼

¼



picking pattern:

x - x - a - b ( 2x )

x - x - a - b - c ( 1x )



e-------------0---1a----------|----------------0------------|---------------1a------------|--------------5d------------|

b---------3d------------------|-------------0---------------|-----------1a-----1a---------|-----------5d---------------|

g------2b----------------p----|---------1a-------------p----|--------4d-----------4d------|--------5d-----------p------|

D---0-------------------------|------2c---------------------|-----3c-----------------3c---|-----2a---------------------|

A-----------------------------|---!-------------------------|---0-------------------------|---0------------------------|

E-----------------------------|---0-------------------------|-----------------------------|----------------------------|



¼



¼



¼



¼



¼



¼



&lt;------------------ original tab ------------------&gt;



:||



picking

x - a x - x x - x -



pattern:

b - c - b - b - b ( 1x )

b - c - b - b - b - b ( 2x )

b - c - b ( 1x )



!: press 2b ( E )



INTERLUDE

In the recorded version on "Pictures At An Exhibition" and in some early live videos, Greg at this point included a piece of classical music in 3/4 time

It's rather difficult to play ( hybrid picked in Greg's case ) and imho doesn't fit into the song anyway

Years later, Greg skipped this somewhat show-offish instrumental part and replaced it with an instrumental part with an electric guitar solo ( Florian Opahle )

Maybe his fingers weren't fast enough anymore, who knows

I prefer to include a little interlude that features the introductory tunes of some renowned songs, such as ...

STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN

e------------5a----7d-----------7d---|---8d-----------8d----2a-----------2a---|

b---------5a------------5a-----------|--------5a-----------------3b-----------|

g------5a-------------------5a-------|------------5a-----------------2a-------|

D---7c-------------6b----------------|---5a-----------------4c----------------|

A------------------------------------|----------------------------------------|

E------------------------------------|----------------------------------------|

&lt;----------------------------- full barré ----------------------------&gt;



picking pattern:

x - a - b - c ( 1x )

xc - b -a - c ( 3x )



e---0----------------------------------------|---------------------------------------------------|

b--------1a------1a---/---p----3a------------|-------------------5a------------------------------|

g------------2b---------------------4b-------|-------------------5a-----p----p----p----p----p----|

D---3c----------------------------------5d---|---5d---/---!7d------------------------------------|

A--------------------------------------------|-------------------0-------------------------------|

E--------------------------------------------|---------------------------------------------------|



picking pattern:

xc - b - a - b - b - b - b - b - a - xab



!: Don't pick



TRUE COLORS

e---3d-------------3d----3d-------------3d---|---3d-----------------------------------|

b--------0---1a---------------0---1a---------|--------0---1a---2b------0---1a---------|

g--------------------------------------------|----------------------------------------|

D--------------------------------------------|----------------------------------------|

A---0--------------0-----2b-------------2b---|---3c-----------------------------------|

E--------------------------------------------|-----------------1x---(let ring)--------|



picking pattern:

xc - b - b - xc ( 2x )

xc - b - b - x - b - b



Note



⅜

e---3d-------------3d----3d-------------3d---|---3d-----------------------------------|

b--------0---1a---------------0---1a---------|--------0---1a---2b---------------------|

g--------------------------------------------|------------------------p------p--------|

D--------------------------------------------|----------------------------------------|

A---0--------------0-----2b-------------2b---|---3c-----------------------------------|

E--------------------------------------------|-----------------1x---(let ring)--------|



picking pattern:

xc - b - b - xc ( 2x )

xc - b - b - xb



⅜

&lt;------ Hint -------&gt;



BRIDGE

The piece of classical music in the original version ends with a bridge

e---3d---------------------------------------------------|

b--------0---1a------0-----------------------------------|

g----------------2b------0---2a-------0------------------|

D--------------------------------4d-------2a---4d--------|

A---------------------------------------------------2a---|

E--------------------------------------------------------|

e------------------------------|-------------------------------|-------------------------------|-------------------------0--------|

b----------------0-------------|----------------0--------------|-----------------0-------------|----------------0---------0-------|

g-------------0-----0----------|-------------0-----0-----------|--------------0-----0----------|-------------0-------p-----0------|

D---------4d----------4d-------|---------4d-----------4d-------|----------4d-----------4d------|---------4d-----------------4d----|

A------2a-----------------2a---|------3b------------------3b---|------2a------------------2a---|------3b---------------------3b---|

E---0--------------------------|---0---------------------------|---0---------------------------|---0------------------------------|



picking

x - x x - x a ~~~~



pattern:

a - b - c - b - b - b

a - b - c (1x )

( 1x )



( 3x )



¼

e----------------0-------------|-----------------0-------------|-----------------0-------------|-------0--------------------------|

b------------0------0----------|-------------0------0----------|-------------0------0----------|------0---------------------------|

g---------5d-----------5d------|----------5d-----------5d------|----------5d-----------5d------|-----5d-------p------p------p-----|

D------2a-----------------2a---|-------3a-----------------3a---|-------2a-----------------2a---|----3a----------------------------|

A---0--------------------------|---0---------------------------|---0---------------------------|---0------------------------------|

E------------------------------|-------------------------------|-------------------------------|----------------------------------|



¼

3RD VERSE ( same tab as 1st verse )



¼



¼



¼



picking pattern:

x - x - a - b - c - b - a - x

a ~~~~ ( 1x )



( 3x )
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