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11th Cheshvan 5780



Passing the Test

Parshat Lech Lecha introduces us in earnest to Avraham

and the great journey that he undertakes in bringing G-d,

Judaism, and ethical monotheism into the world.

According to the Rambam and most commentaries, our

Parsha beginning with G-d’s command to Avraham to

leave his birthplace and to Lech Lecha, to go blindly El

HaAretz Asher Areka, to the land that I will show you, is

the first of Avraham’s ten different tests of faith. As the

Mishna in Pirkei Avot teaches, Avraham confronted and

successfully withstood each of these nisyonot (tests).

As our Parsha continues, just a few verses later, Avraham

is faced with his second test—a famine in the land of

Canaan: ַוי ִ ְִ֥הי ָר ָעָ֖ב בָ ָ ָ֑א ֶרץ ו ֵַּ֨י ֶרד אַ ְב ָ ָ֤רם ִמצְ ַ ַ֙רי ְָמ ַ֙ה לָ ֣גּור ָָׁ֔שם ִ ִּֽכי־כ ִָ֥בד

ָה ָר ָעָ֖ב בָ ָ ִּֽא ֶרץ׃

“There was a famine in the land, and Abram went down

to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in

the land.” Interestingly, the Ramban writes that Avraham

committed a sin when he left Canaan to escape the

famine that ravaged the land. He writes that once G-d

had instructed Avraham to reside in Canaan, Avraham

should have trusted in G-d’s ability to support him even

during harsh drought conditions. As such, he therefore

sinned by relocating to Egypt. The Ramban continues and

also claims that Avraham’s scheme to pose as Sarah’s

brother was likewise sinful. Avraham should have trusted

in G-d’s ability to protect them, and should have

identified himself as Sarah’s husband, despite the risk

that he would have been killed.

According to the Ramban’s opinion, how can we suggest

that Avraham passed or withstood the test of the famine
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in the land of Canaan? Quite the opposite—it would

seem to be that Avraham’s response to this challenge

constituted, in the Ramban’s words as an Avon Asher

Chata (a sin that he committed). To have been

‘successful’, Avraham should never have left the land at

all?!

Perhaps we can suggest that even if Avraham sinned by

leaving the land of Canaan (like the opinion of the

Ramban), Avraham nonetheless prevailed and was

triumphant in the sense of retaining general trust in, and

loyalty to G-d. True, he departed from the land in which

he was commanded to reside, but he did not question Gd's promise of ultimate success and prosperity, or

entertain doubts concerning his future. Avraham

accepted the famine as a temporary digression, if you

will, from the course G-d had promised, rather than

viewing it as evidence of G-d's inability to carry this

promise through to fruition. In this sense, then, Avraham

indeed withstood the test of the famine, even if he erred

by escaping to Egypt.



It emerges from this discussion that “passing” or “failing”

the religious tests we confront cannot always be

described in absolute terms. We can speak of Avraham

“passing” the test of the famine even if his response fell,

in the Ramban's view, far short of the ideal. A person

should take pride in successfully handling life’s

challenges, even when they fall short of perfection, and

even if we commit a mistake or two along the way.

Stay updated!

Join our WhatsApp group for a short

insight on the Parsha and event

updates.

Scan the QR or sent e message to

901.6798523



Torah Mitzion was established to strengthen the bond between the Jewish people in the Diaspora and Israel via the

study of Torah and through the power of the deep personal relationships developed between the shlichim and our

community members. Our Kollel has a Rosh Kollel and yeshiva boys from Israel. Kollel Torah MiTzion of Memphis is

hosted and supported by the Margolin Hebrew Academy. Additionally, it receives much needed support from a

generous grant from the Lemsky Fund of the Memphis Jewish Federation.



Miriam Peretz is an Israeli educator who lost two sons

during their army service. Miriam lectures around the

world on Zionism and living with loss and was the

recipient of the Israel Prize for Lifetime Achievement in

2018.

Peretz was born and raised in Casablanca, Morocco. In

1963, her family immigrated to Israel. Miriam later

earned a BA in Literature and History from Ben-Gurion

University. She married Eliezer Peretz and they moved to

Ophira (Sinai). Their oldest two children, Uriel and Eliraz,

were born in Sinai. The Peretz family moved to Givat Zev,

where Miriam had another four children and worked as

the principal of the first school in the neighborhood.

On November 25, 1998 Peretz’s oldest son, Lieutenant

Uriel Peretz, 22, was killed in an ambush in south

Lebanon. His father, Eliezer Peretz, died a short time

later at the age of 56. On March 26, 2010, her second



Nabi Samwil (Arabic for “the prophet Samuel”) is a town

4 kilometers north of Jerusalem, just beyond the suburb

of Ramot. It sits atop one of the mountains of the Harei

Yehudah (Judean Mountains) region.



The tradition surrounding this site is that it is the burial

site of Shmuel haNavi. Although in Shmuel 1 25:1 it

states that Shmuel was buried in his home town of

Ramah, historical and archeological work has shown that

his remains were transferred to this site to overlook

Jerusalem.

The first construction on the mountaintop was a Christian

monastery to serve as a hostel for pilgrims on their way

to Jerusalem. In 1099, the Crusaders conquered this site

and got their first view of Jerusalem. They thus named it

the Mountain of Joy (Mont Joie). They built a fortress at

the top of the mountain and this was later converted to a

mosque by the Ottomans. During the War of

Independence, the Palmach attempted to capture the

site, but unfortunately this failed with 40 men losing their

lives. Thus, this area remained under Jordanian control

until 1967, when it became part of Israel.

Currently, Nabi Samwil is designated as a national park. A

recent archeological dig has begun to uncover the



son, army major Eliraz Peretz, was killed in battle at the

Gaza strip.

Peretz has devoted her time to imparting Jewish and

Zionist messages to youth and IDF soldiers.

Miriam wrote a book, “Shirat Miriam,” about the story

of her life.

Miriam Peretz also received many awards in her life. In

2014, she was chosen to light a torch at Israel’s 66th

Independence Day. In 2016, she received an honorary

doctorate from Bar-Ilan University. And in 2018, at

Israel’s 70th Independence Day, she received the Israel

Prize for Lifetime Achievement.

Miriam Peretz is an impressive and important person in

Israeli history.



Menachem Davis

original homes that once stood next to the mosque. The

shrine has been converted to a synagogue while the

mosque remains accessible to tourists. The roof is

accessible by a set of narrow, stone stairs and, from

there, you can take in one of the most incredible views of

Jerusalem.

On our recent trip to Israel, we took our family to Nabi

Samwil, as it is one of Sarah’s favorite places in the

country. It is a site that is not as well known to the

average tourist, so there is no crowd to fight or long line

to wait in. It is a holy site where you can daven at the

kever of one of the most prominent nevi’im. It is a quiet,

peaceful place to connect with a part of our history.

Check it out next time you’re in Israel!



Ask the Rabbi

Question

This week the clock was moved by an hour. How does

this affect reading Shma Yisrael in the morning?

Answer:

We say Shma Yisrael twice a day, evening and morning,

when people go to sleep and when they wake up. The

time of waking up is from when light begins until the

quarter of the day. In the winter, the day is short and

in correspondence the quarter of the day is earlier.

When we move from day light savings time, the day

begins one hour earlier and so does the end of reading

Shma. For example, this week the latest time to say

Shma is around 9 am.

On Shabbat when Shachrit is late, we should say Shma

before we go to Shul. The best is to say all of Shma

(without the blessings), or at least the first paragraph.

At shul, we say Shma and the blessings as part of the

davening.



We IDF

The swearing-in ceremony in the combat units is

performed, usually at the end of the recruiting phase. It is

a festive ceremony, usually performed in the presence of

the warrior families. During the ceremony, the announcer

reads the wording of the oath. The soldiers answer him,

"I swear." Religious soldiers answer "I declare." After the

ceremony, each soldier receives a weapon and a Bible

book. Soldiers who are not Jewish will receive a holy

book of their choice (most often, a Qur'an for Muslims or

the New Testament for Christians. Druze soldiers receive

a medal). Without a book.



For the Shabbat table

In this weeks Parsha G-D tells Avraham to take his

family and leave to the land that G-D has promised him.

Avraham does this and takes Lot his nephew and lot's

family with him. when they arrived in Cannan they

discovered that there was a famine in the land and so

they went down to Egypt. Avraham asked Sarah his wife

to pretend to be his sister to protect him.

The Pharoah eventually learned of his deceit and sent

him away from Egypt. After leaving Egypt lot and

Avraham part ways. After a period of time Lot is

captured in the war between the 4 kings and the 5

kings. Avraham rescues him and frees the people of the

5 kings. 3 angels visit Avraham and they tell him that he

and Sarah will have a son and that that son will inherit

the land of Cannan.

Why did Avraham take Lot with him when he left to

Cannan ?.

why did Avraham ask his wife to pretend to be his

sister?



Coming Soon!



Comics



This week’s activities:

Midrash Shoko at MHA - the students learnt

about praying for rain and Honi Hmagel and

enjoined chocolate milk with a cookie.



Tanach group - we continued

learning about Eliyahu and dwelt

into the story of bringing a child

back life. Evryone is welcome to join

the group at the MHA Bet Midrash.



With the Bornblum students we

learnt about the Sigd, a special day

for the Ethiopian Jews that remarks

their yearning to Israel.



You are welcome to join the

new Shiurim:

Women Shiur about family

relationships in the Parsha

Siyum Challenge learning

Megila

An evening for women about

our matriarchs. Details

coming
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