TEARS IN HEAVEN ( Eric Clapton )

Written by Eric Clapton and Will Jennings as soundtrack for the film
Released on the album: Music from the Motion Picture Soundtrack RUSH

Released as a single in 1992

Fingerstyle version for single acoustic guitar
Tears In Heaven on Wikipedia | Studio | Live

thumb: x Hammer on: h
index: a Pull off: p
dirty: b Slide up: /
ring: c Slide down: \
pinky: d Arpeggio: ~~~

Many lessons concerning this song are available on YouTube,
even Clapton doesn't play it according to school and fools around with his thumb
As for picking, Clapton uses thumb,
Sometimes he strummes the interlude
A short example of Clapton's gripping pattern
The tab below is an example, how to play the song fingerstyle on a nylon-strung acoustic guitar,
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Note: To steady your picking hand, put your ring on the e-string whenever possible

without horsing around on the E-string

| picking pattern:
XxX-x-a-b-a-xb-a-b

xb -a-x-b-xb-a-x-b

grab 2a and 4c

|
|
[
|

INTRO
A E/G# Fmi A/E
| |
b | 2bh3dp2b /----5b: Sbi----- 2a---| 2a----2b 2b-—=/-=-|
| 2a 2a 4a 2a
| ! | 44 2a
|---0 ==
E Oh2b---| 4a 2a---| 0
Va Vo Va mmmmmm full barré ---------------- >
D/F# Asus4/E  E7 A
| | picking pattern:
b---3b 3b 3d 3d | ---2b 2b | xb-a-xb-a-xb-a-xb-a
g 2a 2a 2a la--——| 2a --] xb -a-x-a
D 4 I----2b | 2a | a~] - x
A |---0 | !: grab 2a
E---2a 0 | Oh2b---|
<-- full barré --> Ya
1ST AND 2ND VERSE
II:
1... Would you know my name
2... Would you hold my hand ...
A E/G# Fm# A/E
| | picking pattern:
b 2bh3dp2b 2b- | x-a-b-a-xb-a-b
g 2a 2a 2a | xb-a-x-b-xb-a-x-Db
D ! 2a |
A---0 | !: grab 2a and 4c
E |
1... if I saw you in heaven?
2... if I saw you in heaven?
D/F# A E A/E E7
| | picking pattern:
b---3b 3b--\--2b 2b---|---0 0----2b 3 | xb-a-x-b-xb-a-x-5b>
g 2a 2a | la 2a 4d---| xb - a-x-b-xb-a-xb-a
D 4 2a | 2c 2a |
A | | !': grab 2b
E---2a | |
<-- full barré -->
1... would it be the same
2... would you help me stand ...
A E/GH# F A/E
| | picking pattern:
b---2b 2bh3dp2b /----5b S5b:i-—--- 2a---| 2a----2b 2b---/---] x-a-b-a-xb-a-b
g 2a 2a 4da 2a | xb-a-x-b-xb-a-x-Db
D ! 2a |
A---0 | !': grab 2a and 4c
E 4a |
P
if I saw you in heaven?
if I saw you in heaven?
D/F# A E A/E E7
| | picking pattern:
b---3b 3b--\--2b 2b---|---0 0----2b 3 | xb-a-x-b-xb-a-x-Db
g 2a 2a | la 2a 4d---| xb -a-x-b-xb-a-xb-a
D 4c 2a | 2c 2a |
A |-—=! | !: grab 2b
E---2a |---0 0 |
<-- full barré -->
alternative gripping pattern
1... I must be strong
2... I'll find my way ...
Fm# C#/F
| | picking pattern:
b 2a 2a | 2b 2b | x-a-xb-a-x-a-zxb-a (2x)
g 2a 2a 2a 2a---| la la la la-—-|
D 4d: 4d: | 3 3 |
A-—-! ! | | !t grab 4c
E---2a 2a |---1la la |
< full barrés >
1... and carry on ... 'cause I .
2... through night and day ... 'cause I
Emé F#7
| | picking pattern:
b 2d- 2d | 2a 2a | x-a-xb-a-x-a-zxb-a (2x)
g 0--—-1 3b: 3b 3b 3b-—-|
D 2c 2 | 2a 2a |
A | |
E---0 |---2a 2a |
<=mmmmmmmm— full barré ----------- >

alternative gripping patterns


http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tears_in_Heaven
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxPj3GAYYZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxPj3GAYYZ0
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xb —a-x-b-xb-a-x-b

xb -a-x-b-xb-a-x-b

1. know I don't belong ... here in
2. know I just can't stay ... here in
| | picking pattern:
b 3b 3b | x-a-xb-a-x-a-xb-x
g 2a 2a 2a | ab - ab - x - ab - ab
D 4 4c | x
A----2a 2a | !: grab 6b and 7c
E |
<mmmmmm full barré -----------
<-- play ad libitum -->
1... heaven
2... heaven
A E/G# Fm# A/E
| | picking pattern:
b 2bh3dp2b /----5b S5bi-——-- 2a---| 2a----2b 2b---/---] x -a-b-a-xb-a-b
g 2a 2a 4a |---p---2a 2a |
D ! | 4d 2a |
A---0 | | !: grab 2a and 4c
E 4a 2a---| |
<mmmmmm o full barré ---------------- >
1.
D/F# Asus4/E  E7 A
| | picking pattern:
b---3b 3b 3d 3d |---2b 2b | xb-a-xb-a-xb-a-xzxb-a
g 2a 2a 2a la-——| 2a 2a-—--- 2a-———— p-——————————= | xb-a-x-a
D dc !----2b | 2a 2a | a~y - x
A |---0 | !: grab 2a
E---2a 0 | Oh2b---|
<-- full barré --> Ya
2.
D/F# Asus4/E  E7 A
| | picking pattern:
b---3b 3b 3d 3d | ---2b 2b | xb-a-xb-a-xb-a-xb-a
g 2a 2a 2a la-——| 2a 2a----- 2a--—-- p-———= p-———-= | xb-a-x-a
D 4 --—-2b | 2a 2a | a~y
A |---0 | !t grab 2a
E---2a 0 | |
<-- full barré --> Ya
gl
INTERLUDE
| | picking pattern:
b---1la la---3d 3d---|---la 3d | xb-a-x-Db (2x)
g | 2 2c 2 2c---| xb -a-x-a (2x)
D 2b | 2b 0 |
A---3 2b |-—-0 |
E | 2a |
| | picking pattern:
| xb-a-x-Db (3x)
g 2b | 2b 0----| xb - a - xb - a
D | 2 |
A |——=1 | !': press 2b ( Em )
E---3b 2a |---0 2a 3c |
| | picking pattern:
b---1a la---3d 3d---|---1la 3d | xb-a-x-Db (2x)
g | 2 2c 2c 2c---| xb -a-x-a (2x)
D 2b | 2b 0 |
A---3 2b |-—-0 |
E | 2a |
| picking pattern:
b---0 0----3 0----2b 3c | xb-a-x-b (3x)
g 2b la 2a 4d---| xb - a - xb - a
D 2 ! la |
A | !': grab 2b and la
E---3b 2a |
3RD VERSE ( instrumental part )
II:
A E/G# Fm# A/E
| | picking pattern:
b---2b 2bh3dp2b /=---5b S5bi-——-- 2a-—-| 2a----2b 2b---/---| x -a-b-a-xb-a-b
g 2a 2a 4a 2a |
D ! 2a |
A---0 | !: grab 2a and 4c
E 4a |
o
1.
D/F# A E A/E E7
| | picking pattern:
b---3b 3b--\--2b 2b---|---0 0----2b 3 | xb-a-x-b-xb-a-x-b>
g 2a 2a | la 2a 4d---| xb - a-x-b-xb-a-xb-a
D 4 2a | 2c 2a |
A | | !': grab 2b
E---2a | I
<-- full barré -->
2.
D/F# A E A/E E7
| | picking pattern:
b---3b 3b--\--2b 2b---|---0 0----2b 3 | xb-a-x-b-xb-a-x-b>
g 2a 2a | la 2a 4d---| xb - a-x-b-xb-a-xb-a
D 4 2a | 2c 2a |
A | | !: grab 2b
E---2a | |
<-- full barré -->
alternative gripping pattern
gl
3RD VERSE ( 1yric part )
Beyond the door
Fmf CH#/F
| | picking pattern:
b 2a 2a | 2b 2b | x-a-xb-a-x-a-xb-a(2x)
g 2a 2a 2a 2a---| la la la la-—-|
D 4d: 4d | 3 3 |
A---! ! | | !': grab 4c
E---2a 2a |---la la |
< full barrés >
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there's peace I'm sure and I
Em6 F#7
| | picking pattern:
b 2d 2d | 2a 2a | x-a-xb-a-x-a-zxb-a (2x
g 0-——=] 3b 3b 3b 3b---|
D 2c 2 | 2a 2a |
A | |
E---0 0 |---2a 2a
<m—mmmmm o full barré ----------- >
know there'll be no more tears in ...
| | picking pattern:
b 3b 3b x-a-xb-a-x-a-zxb-x
g 2a 2a 2a ab - ab - x - ab - ab
D 4 4c b
A----2a 2a | oo I-—=Tc \ | !': grab 6b and 7c
E 0----| Oh2b---|
<mmmmmmmmm full barré ----------- > Ya
<-- play ad libitum -->
OUTRO
. heaven ...
A E/G# Fmf A/E
| | picking pattern:
b 2bh3dp2b /==---5b Sbi-—--- 2a-——| 2a----2b 2b---/---| x-a-b-a-xb-a-b
2a 2a 2a | xXb —a-x-b-xb-a-x-b
! 2a |
| !': grab 2a and 4c
|
D/F# Asus4/E E7 A
| | picking pattern:
b---3b 3b 3d 3d | ---2Db 2b | xb-a-xb-a-xb-a-zxb-a
g 2a 2a 2a la-—-| 2a 2a----- 2a-———— p-——== p-——=== | xb-a-x-a
D 4c l-——=2b | 2a 2a | a~y
A |---0 | !: grab 2a
E---2a | | ritardando
<-- full barré --> Va
Clapton repeats the 1lst verse at this point, but I prefer to finish the song here
The following tab is a short example ( intro only ), how to do it in "Clapton style":
A E/G# Fmi A/E
| ! /====! t=—==
b | !---2ah3cp2a 2a----2a 2a---|
| 2a 2a
| ! |
A |---0 | | !: grab 2a, 4a
E Oh2b---| 4% 2x-——| 2% 0 0 |
Ya Yo Va Hint < half barré >
D/F# Asus4/E E7 A
|
|
2a |
2a |
| !: grab 2a & la
Oh2b---|

half barré
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