Never in the history of the Islands has the work of women been recognized as of
such high value to the nation as it is today. Everywhere in great State departments
and business offices, in the factories, in the fields, and on the railways, women are
asked to take up the work which men have relinquished to join the Colours and add

to the ranks of the Munition workers. At this crisis, we appeal to you to not to relax
your efforts to do the work demanded of you, but to join together in order to claim
four yourselves the same conditions of employment and the same level of wages
which the men, whose places you are takin, have won in the past.
We appeal to you to uphold the standard of life of the workers of the Nation, and
whether as a salaried worker or a wage- earner to stand for EQUAL CONDITIONS
AND EQUAL WAGES
For the same work. While men are fighting abroad, you must uphold the flag at home.
We urge you to declare:
That all women who undertake War Service or take the places of men on War
Service should immediately join the appropriate Trade Union in the trade for which
they are volunteering service or the appropriate association for professional workers,
and that those Trade Union which exclude women be urged to admit women as
members, or co-operate with some other Trade Union in the work of organization.
Through such organizations we ask you to demand:
That when a woman is doing the same work as a man she should receive the same
rate of pay, and that the principle of equal pay for equal work should be rigidly
maintained;
That in no case should any woman be employed at less than an adequate living
wage, and that the stereotyping of sweated conditions must at all costs be avoided:
That in any readjustment of staffs which may have to be effected after the war priority
of employment should be to the men on war service; but
That the workers who are displaced in this way should be guaranteed employment
in some other direction.
Women´s task in the great crisis is a heavy one: They must suffer sorrow for the loss
of brave men in battle; they must care for the children and preserve their own
strength, so that the children to be born shall be strong and able citizens fit for the
work of repairing the ravages of war; they must bear a large share of the burdens of
industry and commerce; they must close up the ranks of the male workers where
they have been broken; and to these tasks they must bring the determination to
preserve for the future what the free combination of the workers has gained in the
past.
Women cannot more truly express their love of their country than by helping to
secure justice and well-being for man and woman alike.
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