THE GLORY OF EASTER
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1. GOD'SDREAM FULFILLED Based on Matt. 28:1-10

Few people have ever been morelost than Dr. Robert Dykes and hiswife M argery. Both
in their late 20's and par ents of two young childr en, they were presumed dead when their
small plane went down in the mountains of the Wyoming-Utah boarder. Hundreds of planes
sear ched in vain for nearly aweek, and there was no sign of them. Thetemperature had been
below zero every night, and they had no supplies, and so it was presumed they would fr eeze
and not be found until spring.

But young George Hunt who had just completed hisfirst cross country flight as a student
pilot prayed for them as he went to sleep. Heasked God to get them back to their family.
When he went to sleep he dreamed. He saw ared plane on a snow swept ridge, and two
people waving for help. He woke up and reasoned that he had that dream because he had
been praying for the couple. But when he went back to sleep he dreamed it again. Thethird
time he could see clear details of an area heuseto huntin. It was Painter's Basin and Gilbert
Peak.

The next morning he went to the airport and took a plane he was not authorized to take.
He flew to the place he saw in hisdream. There he saw thered plane and the Dykes waving at
him just asin hisdream. He waved back and headed to call the Civil Air Patrol. He got
chewed out for taking the plane, but when others flew over the area and confirmed hisfind he



was forgiven. Hejoined the rescue party that spent the next 24 hours getting to the plane.
Ther e was much hugging and thanksgiving when they arrived.

The Dykes had all but given up. They had written notes asto who wasto raise their
children. All they had left was one candy bar. Mrs. Dykes said to young Geor ge, " W hen we
saw your plane, it wasthe most wonderful thing. Our prayers were answer ed; a dream come
true." They were brought back from certain death and given life with their family by means
of adream.

Thissalvation story isa mini example of what God did for all of uson Easter. Wewer e all
lost, and the whole human race was facing certain death, and not just physical death, but
spiritual aswell, which is separation from God. But God gave His Son a dr eam, and in that
dream avision of how mankind could be rescued and saved from that death which threatened
to engulf them. The Bibletellsus that Jesuswas cr ucified befor ethe foundation of the world.
The plan of salvation was a dream of God even before He created man. He knew the
consequences of making a free will creatur e, and He knew sin and death wasinevitable. But it
was worth it, for He had a plan of salvation that would be a dream come true.

In the Incarnation Jesus took flight from eternity into timeto seek and savethelost. In
the crucifixion he paid the penalty for their sin and took their judgment on Himself. In the
resurrection Jesus fulfilled God'sdream, for by thisvictory over man'slast enemy, which is
death, Jesus guaranteed that God would have a redeemed family for all eternity. Easter isthe
celebration of God's dream fulfilled.

When Jesus woke from the sleep of death,
And in His new body took His new breath,
The storm of darkness and doom He stilled;
With hope His disciple's hearts Hefilled,
And God'sdream for man He fulfilled.

What Jesus did for God and man on that first Easter dawn is so awesome and so ultimate
thereisno way to adequately convey in words the wonder of it all. That iswhy we have
cantatas and a world filled with beautiful Easter music. The Easter message not only hasto
be believed, it hasto befelt, for the mind alone cannot grasp it all. When the Queen of Sheba
saw the wisdom and wealth of Solomon she exclaimed, " Behold, the half was not told me."
Jesus said of Himself, " A greater than Solomon is here." If words could not convey half the
glory of Solomon, how much less can they convey the glory of our risen Lord?

Tryingtoillustratetheglory of therisen Christ by the use of wordsisliketryingto
illustrate the glory of the sun by means of a candle. That iswhy we see God doing some
spectacular thingsthat first Easter dawn, and adding special effectsto the event. The violent
earthquake, the angel rolling the stone back, and Hisappear ance like lightning with clothes
white as snow. No wonder the guards wer e so afraid that they shook and became like dead
men. They were paralyzed with fear.

That first Easter had areal impact on those guards, for it was not just a message they
were hearing. They were hearing the Son of God breaking down the very gates of hell and



releasing man from the bondage to death. They were withessing a victory more amazing than
any Rambo movie could ever portray. Nature and super nature combined to bear witnessto
this cataclysmic event that shook up all of history. Asthe physical sun rose that dawn and lit
up the world, so the Son of God rose from the darkness of death's night and filled the world
with the light of hope.

Back in February of 1993 the Flight Control Center near M oscow reported the successful
development of a spacereflector. Thisaluminum-cover ed dish was used by Cosmonautsto
reflect light from the sun to the dark side of the earth. With a 25 foot disc in space they were
ableto produce a 2 milecircle of light on the earth. In other words, they were ableto turn 2
miles of night into 2 miles of day by reflecting the sun. The dream of man isto use this
technology to eliminate the might and be able to keep daytimeall thetime.

Thisisone of God'sdreamstoo, and Heintendsto dwell with the redeemed in the eternal
kingdom where Rev. 22:5 says there will be no more night. Rev. 21:23 says the New
Jerusalem will not ever need the sun or moon to shine, for the glory of God will beitslight,
and the Lamb of God will beitslamp. Verse 25 saysthe gates never need to be shut for the
night, for there will be no night there. What we need to see isthat thisdream of God had its
fulfillment when Jesus came out of the darkness of the tomb like the sun bursting from the
womb of night. Paul in Il Tim. 1:10 tellsusthat Jesus, " ...hasdestroyed death and brought
life and immorality to light through the Gospel."

The simple message of the angel at the tomb was, "Heisnot here, Hehasrisen." Y ou will
never find Jesusin the place of darkness, for He dwellsin eternal light, and that iswher e all
will dwell who trust in Jesus astheir Savior. If you arelooking for Jesus, you will not find
Him in the darkness. If you go to the tomb the only message you will get isthat He is not
there. If you look for Jesusin the darkness of pessimism you will only get the word that Heis
not there. If you look for Jesusin the darkness of despair, you will only get the word that He
isnot there. If you look for Jesusin the darkness of your prejudice, again it will bethat Heis
not there.

Wher ewill you find Jesus? You will find Him in thelight, and only in the light. Heisin
the light of love, joy, peace, and all the fruitsof the Spirit. Inthe light of the awareness of
God's presencein your ever yday iswhere you will find Jesus. You will find Him in the light
of prayer and in the light of hope. Dr. Heyestellsof living through the long night of adark
Artic winter. But the day finally came when he walked to a high point to watch the sun rise
for thefirst timein many months. When he saw it he was moved to shout, "Heaven be
praised! | have once more seen the sun! He goeson to describethereaction of others: " Off
went our caps with simultaneousimpulse, and we hailed this long-lost wanderer of the
heavens with loud demonstrations of joy."

M ost of us have never been in dar kness for so long that we cheer ed the rising of the sun.
But we can imagine how precious it would be to see the light again after that long night. We
can identify with the joy of those at the tomb who had suffered through the dar kest weekend
of their lives, but who now hear the good news that the Son of God hasrisen. Light has
conquered darkness, and God's dream has been fulfilled. Had the angels said, instead of, "He
isnot here," but, " Welcometo thetomb of theworld's greatest teacher. Comein and



observethe body of thisgreat prophet." Thewomen would have not been as shocked, but
would have tearfully viewed the body and carried the message of sorrow back to the
despairing disciples. Thesun rising that morning could have done nothing to dispel the
darkness in their heartsthat would never go away.

Therewould be no lights of Christmas, for there would no celebration of the birth of one
who died aloser. Good Friday would be bad Friday, and Easter would not exist at all. |If
Christ had not risen, but stayed in death's prison, His life'sstory would be a nightmar e rather
than adream fulfilled. But we do put lights at Christmas, and we do sing and rejoicein the
beauty of the cross on Good Friday. We do celebrate Easter as well because Jesus was not
therein the darkness of thetomb. He was alive and filling the world with the light of the
Gospel of God'sdream fulfilled. Annie Johnson Flint wrote,

How vain isour faith if the Christ be not risen;
How dark isthetomb if the Lord is still there!
How heavy our burden of grief and transgression.
How deep our despair!

Oh, justified faith is afinished salvation!

Oh, sureresurrection that comforts our woes!
Oh, gloriouslight in the valley of shadow,-
Because Christ arose.

Number one on the list of the seven wonders of the ancient wor Id wasthe Great Pyramid.
It was the most stupendous mass of masonry ever put together by man. It was four hundred
fifty feet high using blocks of stone weighing 2 and a half tons a piece, and there were 2,
300,000 of them to pile on top of each other. Cheops, the Phar aoh who had it built, spent his
life on this project using 100,000 men for 30 yearsto do thejob. Helived for a placeto be
when hedied.

Almost 3000 years later we see another tomb very famous, but very small by comparison.
Thetomb of Jesuswas a mere holein the hillside. It had onelarge stonerolled in from of the
entrance. Jesusdid not spend adimeon it, nor did He spend any labor on it. It was a gift. If
you are only going to use something once, and for avery short time, it is wise to borrow or
rent. Thatiswhat Jesusdid with Histomb. It wasno final resting placefor Him. It was just
a weekend getaway, and theresult isthat the stress of the New Testament ison the empty
tomb and the open tomb. It played but atrivial and temporary rolein the biography of our
Lord. Hewas not a king who lived for aplaceto die. Hewas a king who lived for a place
beyond the sky, and a place where He would take you and |, and all who love Him, to dwell in
light forever.

But the fact remainsthat the Easter story begins at thetomb. It began in the silence and
secr ecy of the pre-dawn night. Jesus at an hour unknown to anyone but God came back into
Hisbody and rose from the dead. Thereisno record of the actual resurrection. Thiswasa
totally private event within the darkness of the sealed tomb. Alice M eynell in her poem
Easter Night describesit.



Public was death; but Power, but Might
But Life again, but Victory

Wer e hushed within the dead of night
The shatter ed dar k, the secr ecy.

And all alone, alone, alone,

He rose again behind the stone.

Jesuswasalive and long gone before the stone wasrolled away. The stone was not
removed to let Him out, but to let men in to seethat He wasgone. Because Jesus came out of
thetomb thereisno escape from thetomb imagery in Easter. The Easter egg became so
popular asymbol of Easter because it islike a tomb sealed out of which comes life. Easter
eggs are still a popular custom, but seldom do we tell our children that they ar e also because
they represent the tomb of Christ broken open for usto give new birth, life, and hope beyond
the tomb.

The Easter rabbit fallsinto the same category. Therabbit livesin a holein the ground
like the tomb of Jesus, and out of it comes much life. A rabbit has5to 6 littersa year, and so
if you have a few rabbits, you will soon have a lot of them. They are symbolic of life abundant
out of atomb like atmosphere. | haven't watched Bugs Bunny for years, but | see that my
grandchildren do. Bugsisnot consciously a symbol of Christ, but the fact isthat he can be
made to be such. Heis pursued by those who seek to destroy him, but he always comes out on
top with avictory over all theforces that seek todo him in. Thisiswhat Easter is all about.

It isabout victory over all theforces of darkness that sought to rid the world of Jesus once
and for all. But instead, He came out on top with thevictory. |saac Wattswrote,

Wrapt in the silence of the tomb

The Great Redeemer lay,

Till the revolving skies had brought

The third, the appointed day.

Hell and the grave combined their force
To hold our Lord, in vain.

Sudden thee Conqueror arose,

And burst their feeble chain.

The point is, even the secular symbols of Easter, like the egg and the rabbit, are valid
symbols that can be given biblical color. But like most symbols they become detached from
what they areto symbolize, and they become objects of focusin themselves. As parentsand
grandpar entswe need to tie in the secular symbols with Scripture, and use the power of
secular customsto support the Christian faith.

M ost every comedy or cartoon isabout good and evil in conflict, and the evil for ces seem
to be so powerful with their giant firecrackers, cannons and bombs. But the good guy, no
matter how fiercely attacked, is able to outwit the evil, and the clever schemes backfire so that
the evil onessuffer the very judgments they want to inflict on the good. Thisisall Easter
theology, but we do not see it, and so we fail to teach our children that the Easter Gospel can
be seen in cartoons, and in rabbits and eggs. The first challenge of Easter isto seelife as
victorious over death. Weareto seeit in nature, in cartoons, in our culture, and in God's



Word. The more we seeit everywhere, the more we will have an Easter spirit all year round.
And the morewe will praise our Lord daily for making it possible for God's dream to be
fulfilled. Hisdream for uswill be fulfilled aswell if we confessthat JesusisLord and believe
inour heartsthat God raised Him from the dead. Believethisand see God's dream come
truefor you.

2. THEN CAME THE MORNING Based on Matt.
28:1-10

L ouisEvanstold of the soldier who waswounded on the battlefield at night. He could not
move or speak, but he could see the lanterns of the medics as they made their way from body
to body. Finally a lantern was shining down on him, and after they examined hiswounds one
of them said, " | believe that if he makesit to sunrise, he will live." This gavethe soldier a
goal to reach, and ahopetocling to, so he lay therelooking up into the starslonging for the
dawn. "If | makeit tosunrisel will live," he kept saying to himself, and so he filled hismind
with thoughts of hiswife and children, and all the reasons he had to live. Then camethe
mor ning and a feeling of victory, for he knew he would see his family again.

Hope is a power ful tool in helping people get thr ough the night of their trialsto the dawn
of anew day, and anew life. Most of you have probably had some experience of waiting for
the dawn. The onethat stands out in my mind wasin my first year of college. | friend of mine
hit mein the front teeth on the basketball court. | developed an abscess that began to hurt
terribly in the night. | livedinthe dorm, and | can remember it being the longest night of my
life. 1 roamed the hall and pleaded for thesun torise. | wasin such pain that | had no other
goal in life but to see the sunrise and be able to get some help. Nothingisso comforting asthe
coming of the dawn when you are suffering in the night. Thank God for the mor ning that
enables you to endurethe night.

Easter isthat morning of history than gives man the courage and the hope to endure any
night, even the night of death when the light of life is snuffed out and dar kness seemsto have
won thewar. God hasalways been a morning person, and it fits all we know of God that he
would raise his Son up from thegrave on a Sunday M or ning. It wasthe greatest single
victorious event ever to happen on this planet, and it happened in the morning. You don't
hear of Easter sunset services, but Easter sunrise services, for it wasin the early morning
that the Son of God rose to never set again.

That fir st Easter mor ning was the beginning of a day of Sonshine that would never end in
the darkness of night, for Jesusturned on alight that all the power s of hell could never put
out or even dim. Easter never ends, for on that morning of all mornings Jesus conquer ed
death and darkness and brought life and immortality to light. Thereisjust something about
the morning that God loves. He dwellsin perpetual light and heislight, and in Him isno
darkness at all, yet He loves the dawning of the new day, and He made Easter morning the



time of histotal victory over the kingdom of darkness. Easter was just the fulfillment of what
we see all through the Bible. God never slumber sor sleeps, but isever alert to give songsin
the night to hisneedy children. But from the very start of creation God hasbeen most active
in the morning. He does hisbest work in the morning. That iswhen he created the world.

| don't know if you have ever noticed befor e, but God's workday in creation always began
inthe morning. After each day he said there was evening and morning. For 6 days God
began each morning with a whole new project. We know it was morning because God told
Job it was. He asked Job in Job 38, " Where wereyou when | laid the earth's foundation?"
And after afew more such questions he added, " While the morning stars sang together and
all the angels shouted for joy. God started all his master piecesin the morning. On the 7th
morning God rested and did no work, and the 7th day became the Sabbath day of rest. It was
still the sacred day of worship and rest when Jesuslay in thetomb. But Matthew now begins
the last chapter of his Gospel with God going back to work on Sunday mor ning. The Sabbath
was over and it was a dawning of a new week, and God decidesit istime for a new morning
creation that will begin a whole new history on this planet.

God could have raised his Son on the Sabbath, but he was starting fresh with a whole new
plan of salvation. He was not going to dignify the Sabbath by the resurrection, and lock in the
Sabbath forever. He came to destr oy the legalism of the Sabbath and make a new day of
worship. The Phariseeshad no law against rising from the dead on the Sabbath, but it did
involve alot of forbidden work. The stone being rolled away, and the M essiah getting out of
hisgrave clothes, and traveling more than a Sabbath'sday journey. The whole thing would
have been condemned had it been on the Sabbath. So God chose to wait until Sunday
mor ning to start hisnew creation. It meant a mighty dull weekend in the tomb, but what a
way to start a new week. God skipped a chanceto makethe Sabbath the most sacred day
forever. Instead, he exalted the lowly Sunday to that status.

Sunday was just a commonplace secular day. It wasnot sacred time, but secular time.
God took thisday of common labor and made it the day that would be exalted above all
others, even the Sabbath. Easter Sunday morning changed everything for God's people. It
changed who they wor shiped, and when they wor shiped, and how they wor shiped. Easter
mor ning didn't just change our eternal destiny, it changed the whole design of our earthly life
in relation to God. The onethingit didn't change, but only confirmed, isthat God lovesthe
morning. One of the reasonsis, no doubt, because every morning is symbolic of Easter
morning. Every night we sleep and are like the dead, but in themor ning werise towalk in
newness of life. It isafresh new day filled with the potential of tasting all the fruits of the
Spirit-love, joy, peace, and all therest. Jan Struther wrote,

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,

Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destr oy,
Bethereat our waking, and give us, we pray,

Your blissin our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

| could spend an hour just quoting the Scripture on theimportance of the morning and
beginning your day with God, and hoursmor e quoting all the poetry men and women have
writtenonit. Let mesharejust afew:



Ps.5:3," Morning by morning, O Lord you hear my voice: Morning by morning | lay my
request before you and wait in expectation.”

Ps. 30:5, "Weeping may remain for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning."

Easter morning isthe greatest example of this. The darkness night ever endured by God
and man was on Good Friday. Jesus entered the darkness of hell, and the world was plunged
into darkness, and all of the disciples were in a state of gloom as they wept over hisfate and
their own. Some of you may have heard Tony Compolo on TV. Hewas describing how a
black preacher went on for an hour and a half describing the dar kness of Good Friday, but
then he would say, " But that was Friday-Sunday morning is coming and with it therejoicing
of theresurrection." It was after a dark and sorrowful world that the light of Easter began to
shine. Easter morning guaranteed that all evil and sorrow is only temporary, and that good
and joy are eternal. Thereisagreat gettin-up morning coming when the night of darkness
endsforever, and the only kind of songswe will ever sing again ar e songs of victory.

Easter morningislikethat which the Psalmist waited for in Ps. 130:6. " My soul waits for
the Lord more than watchman wait for the mor ning, mor e than watchman wait for the
morning." Herepeatsthat, for that isthe hope of the watchman-the morning, and that isthe
hope of all Christians. |f we wake on earth we wake everyday in a world where L am. 3:23
says of God, "...Hiscompassions never fail. They are new every morning." |f we wake from
the sleep of death in heaven, we enter an eternal mor ning. We wake in the presence of him
who is the bright and morning star, and he promises he will give to over comersin Rev. 2:28,
the morning star.

In eternity it isalways morning, for we will be fresh and energetic and full of life with no
weariness astime goes by. It will be a fresh start that never ends. It will be Easter mor ning
forever. When Donald Cargill died a martyr he stood on the scaffold in Edinburgh, England
and said to the crowd in aloud voice, " Now for the morning and theKing's face. No more
night and no more darkness." Easter morning provides uswith the hope we need to face
death with confidence, but it is not just piein the sky on high by and by when we die that we
need. We need pieon the tablein the now, and Easter givesusthisaswell.

Jesus came back from the dead not just to tell hisdisciplesthat they would go to heaven
when they die. He came back to encourage them in living, and to meet basic needs, and so He
fed them breakfast on the beach. He gave them a purpose, and it wasto reach the whole
wor |d with the good news of Easter, and to teach the world all he commanded. Easter is not
just about victory over death, it isabout victory over life. It isabout conquering all obstacles
that get in the way of achieving the pur pose of Christ. Thestone wasrolled away, not for
Jesusto come out of the tomb, but for othersto seeitsemptiness. But thereareno end tothe
stones that need to berolled away to fulfill God's purpose for our lives.

God's mercies arenew every morning because we can't live on yesterday's. We need new
ones everyday to overcome the obstaclesin a fallen world. Tom Dooley, the missionary
doctor who died of an early case of cancer, told of lack of money, supplies, and tedious labor.
He wrote, "Every time |l get discouraged and down in the dumps someone comes along and
ringstherusty bells of hope, and | have encouragement to get back at it." Easter isabout a



hope that enablesyou to cope with thefrustration of a fallen world wher e nothing isjust like
it ought to be. If Jesusrose and conquered death, then it isobvious hisgoal isto conquer all
the lesser consequences of sin as well. Death isthelast enemy that will be destr oyed.

M eanwhile, there are many other enemiesto be destroyed now as we move toward that final
victory. Easter isabout victory over all the forcesof darkness. We need to grasp thislest we
think that the final victory isthe only one that matters.

L eonard Broughton wasa pastor in Atlanta some years ago when the water in the poor
section of town became infected and 4 people died. A city council meeting was held to talk
about the problem, but it was tabled for further study. At that same meeting they approved
15,000 dollars for road improvement in front of an influential member's home. Thisso
anger ed pastor Broughton that he invited the council membersto attend a special servicethe
next day. A few did, and he preached for 50 minutes on the fact that Christ was not only
interested in saving souls, but also in good water. He even promised areward for acup of
cold water given in hisname. The council membersthere got the message, and at ten o'clock
the next day money was appropriated to clean up the water. Broughton said later, " |
baptized 75 people in the next few months, and almost everyone said that what got them
interested in the church and in God was the fact that they wer e concer ned about giving them
water that was good to drink."

When Christians care, not just about what people are going to do after they die, but about
what they are doing now asthey live, they will get people to consider their readinessto die. If
you don't carethat they liveright, they don't careif they dieright. Easter isabout life, and
all of life, not just the after life. If it wasjust about the after life, Jesus would not have needed
to come back and spend 40 days teaching and training hisdisciples. People don't just need
hope for after death, they need hope for every morning, and Easter hopeisan every morning
hope.

Jesusisalive, and he is now as always a morning person. He alwaysrose early inthe
mor ning to pray, and though he does not need to do that now in heaven, he still needsto grant
us new mercies every morning. So every morning is special as a fresh new oppor tunity to
serve theliving Christ and be a channel of hislove and light in adark world. Easter morning
makes every morning special, for every morning isa new chanceto know and servethe
Christ of Easter. Arthur Tubbswrote,

A moment in the morning ere cares of the day begin,

Erethe heart'swide door isopen for the world to enter in,

Ah, then, alone with Jesus, in the silence of the morn,

In heavenly sweet communion, let your day be born.

In the quietude that blesses with a prelude of repose,

L et your soul be smoothed and softened, as the dew revives the
rose.

Itisa pretty poem, but the practice of it can make life beautiful. A young office worker
wr ote about her experiencein an article entitled, " The Day That Changed A Life." Her
attitude was so changed it changed the atmospher e wher e she worked. When her employer
asked what made the difference she told him she was not enjoying life as she knew God



wanted her too. She wasbored and just gener ally unhappy. She decided she would begin
everyday with a deter mination to sensethe presence of Christ in her life. She would
consciously seek to say what He would want her to say, and do what He would want her to do.
It became an exciting experiment that changed her, and as aresult changed all around her. It
was making Easter morning away of life in which she encountered the living L ord, and not
just ayearly few hours of celebration.

Easter morning never ends, asl said, but that isnot necessarily true in our per sonal lives.
For some it never begins, for they are without God and without hope in the world. But for
most of usit isintermittent. It isoff and on and off again, because we do not work at being
conscious of theresurrected life. After Easter isover we sink back into a spiritual coma, and
don't come out of our cocoon state again until the following Easter. | know that isaradical
way of stating it, and it is not accurate for many Christians, but none of usareasaliveto the
Easter mor ning experience as we need to be. We could all benefit by praying every morning
something like the prayer of Ella Scherick:

Lord, inthequiet of thismorning hour,

| cometo Thee for peace, for wisdom, power
To view the world today through love-filled eyes;
Be patient, under standing, gentle, wise.

To see beyond what seemsto be, and know
Thy children as Thou knowest them; and so
Naught but the good in anyone behold.

Make deaf my earsto slander that istold;
Silence my tongue to ought that is unkind;

L et only thoughts that bless dwell in my mind.
Let me so kindly be, so full of cheer,

That all | meet will feel Thy presence near.

O clothe me in Thy beauty, this| pray,

Let mereveal Thee, Lord, through all the day.

The best argument for thereality of the resurrection, and both temporal and eter nal hope,
isnot the empty tomb. A negative fact, or an absence of something is not wherethe power is.
It isin the presence of something positive, like the power and love of Christ in life. Charles
Bradlaugh went about England debunking the Christian faith, and one day he challenged
Hugh Price Hughes, a pastor at one of the missions, to a debate of the merits of the Christian
faith. Hughes agreed and said " | will bring to the meeting one hundr ed people who will
testify to the power of Christ intheir lives. They will tell of sin forgiven and walking in paths
of victory wherethey once sat in chains." Hesaid to Bradlaugh, " Y ou bring those who can
testify to the new and better life they have because of their unbelief." Needlessto say, the
skeptic never showed up for the debate, for thereis no argument that can match the reality of
changed lives, and that is your most powerful weapon. If you have no light to shine because
Christ has made a differencein your life, then you are not going to have much of a witnessto
a doubting world. Weneed toroll the stone away and let the Christ entombed in usrise and
shine and bring morning into the night around us.

You areyour own best argument, and that iswhy it is so vital that you begin your morning



with Christ, and learn to develop a Christlike attitude that takes you through the day. | know
that not everyoneis a morning person, and mornings are hard for some. In the new heaven
and new earth all God's people will be morning people, for it will be morning forever, and
night will never come. M eanwhile, we have to livein thisworld where mornings are not
always pleasant. The poet put it-

Thealarm is set,

But | fear the wor st;
Come dawn, the baby
Will go off first.

Theideaof being an Easter morning per son isin developing an Easter attitude of
optimism. Genesis beginswith the earth asa formless empty massin darkness. Then came
the morning and God said, " Let there belight," and thus began the beauty of creation.
Chaosfirst, and then came the morning, and cosmoswas formed. Thisis God'spattern. On
Good Friday the God-man relationship wasthrown into chaos. Man in hatred killed God on
the cross. God in judgment cast man into hell in the person of his Son. It wasthe most bitter
battle the universe had ever seen. God and man killed each other in violent conflict, and the
world was plunged into darkness. But then came the mor ning-Easter morning, and with it the
dawn of anew day, anew life, a new age, a new people, and anew kingdom. On Easter
morning all thingswere made new.

It was a wor Id of dar kness, then came the morning and alight that could never be put out.
It wasaworld of death, then camethe morning and life conquer ed death. It wasa world of
hate, then came the morning and love triumphed over hate. It was aworld of despair, then
came the mor ning and hope was born anew. Some poet put it-

Behind him wer e the shouts of scorn.
No longer wore he the crown of thorn.
Thiswasthe day that hope was born,
On that first glorious Easter morn.

And now it is always morning somewher e, for the Son of righteousness has risen with healing
in hiswings, and the sun never sets. Everything connected with Easter is a symbol of
optimism, hope, and life. Even the secular symbolsof Easter can teach Biblical truth if we see
them for what they are.

Easter eggsare symbols of the sealed tomb of Christ. But then comesthe morning, and we
break them open, and out of them comes life giving food. Little chicks, or new life can be
born from this mini-tomb aswell. The eggisavalid symbol of the Easter message. Soisthe
rabbit that is so popular in the secular world. Therabbit livesin aholein the ground much
like thetomb of Christ, and out of that darkness comes a great deal of life. If you have afew
rabbits, you will soon have alot of rabbits, for they have 5 or 6 littersayear. They are
symbolic of abundant life out of a tomb-like atmosphere. | haven't watched a Bugs Bunny
cartoon for years, but | know my grandchildren watch often. Nobody consciously made Bugs
a symbol of the Easter message, but the fact is, he can be made to be such a symbol. Heis
pursued by those who seek to destroy him and rid the world of his presence. But no matter



how clever and deadly the schemesto do him in, he always comes out on top with a victory.

No matter how big the cannon, or powerful the bombs, Bugs finds a way to escape and
come out awinner. That isthe secular portrayal of the Easter message of optimism. All the
powers of darkness and hell could not defeat our Lord. They did their best at the crossand it
looked devastating, but then came the mor ning, and Christ broke loose like Samson from the
feeble ropesthat held him, and herose victorious over all hisfoes. We need to teach our
children that many of our secular and cultur al heroes are symbolsof Christ.

Characterslike Super man, Batman, and Tar zan are often the tar get of clever evil forces
that almost do them in, but every time these forces for good escape and come out victorious.
Thedifference with Jesusisthat hisvictory wasnot just fiction but real, and he can save us
from all these evil forcesthat he conquered. He saves us, not just for heaven, but for earth,
in order to add lifeand light to this fallen wor Id.

Charlie Brown wastelling Linus what an awful world it was. And Linussaid, "1 think the
world is better today than it was 6 years ago." Charley protested, " Don't you read the paper
or watch TV? How can you say theworld is better today than 6 yearsago." Linus
responded, "I am in it now!" That could be said in a spirit of pride, but it can also be said in a
spirit of Easter optimism. If theliving Christ has comeinto your life because you have asked
him to be your Savior, and have asked him to for give you and make you alight in thisdark
world, then theworld should be abetter place because you areinit. If you have never asked
Jesus to be your Savior, do so this morning and make this Easter mor ning the beginning of a
day that will never end. Be ableto go out into thisdark world with the testimony, " | was lost
and in the grave of darkness. | could see no way of escape. Then came the morning, and the
Christ of Easter became my Lord, and | now live in the light of hisvictory over all the powers
of evil." Ask Jesusto be your Savior and enter the kingdom of optimism wher e the last word
is-then came the morning.

3. A RISEN REDEEMER Based on Mark 16:1-14

Back in 1851 two missionaries, one English and the other American, were walking past the
temple of Sivain Tanjore, India. They noticed the people carrying out one of the brassidals.
It was a hot sunny day and theidol had become heated. One of the worshipers happened to
touch it, and feeling that it was very warm, concluded that it was sick with a fever. The Rajah,
or king being present immediately sent for a physician. He came and told them not to be
alarmed for the god waswell. Theking called him a fool and sent him away. He ordered that
another physician becalled. When he arrived and examined the idol, hetold them the god
wasvery ill with a high fever and would soon die if remedies wer e not immediately applied.
Hedirected them to put the idol in a shady place, and wash him with cool liquid. When it was
cooled off the physician pronounced him cured, and the Rajah gave him three thousands



rupees for saving thelife of the god.

It isnot everyday that a man can save a god, and he was no doubt delighted with his
accomplishment. We can laugh, of course, at theignorance of men who could seriously
believein agod capable of getting sick, dying, and needing to be rescued by men from the
jaws of death. Any god who can get sick and dieisno god at all. Thisought to be as obvious
to us as any truth is. Those who make statementsthat God has died only reveal that the God
of whom they speak is no more than a man madeidol, and not the God of Biblical revelation.
It istrue that God, out of the great love with which He loved us, became incarnate in human
flesh, and submitted to the death of the cross. He did literally go through the experience of
dying, but the vital fact, the great fact of Easter, isthat He went through it. He did not
remain in death, but roseto live forever. Jesus said to John in Rev. 1:18, " | am hethat liveth,
and was dead; and behold, | am alive forevermore, Amen and have the keys of hell and
death." Christ hasthe keys of hell and death because He experienced both, and triumphed
over both. A poet haswritten,

Yes, Heisrisen whois the First and L ast,
Who was and is, who liveth and was dead.
Beyond the reach of death He now has passed.
Of the glorious church the glorious head.

Thisis more than the message of Easter, for thisis the foundation of the whole of
Christianity. Anyoneisfreeto disbelieve, and even deny it, but none are free to honestly bare
the name of Christian who do so. Thereisno Christianity if theresurrection isnot true. If
men have lost faith in theidols of their self-mader eligion, let them cry out that their god is
dead, but let us not confuse their petty idolswith the Living God of Revelation. Those who
have a God who is dead need to be even mor e enlightened, and recognized that their god was
never alive.

We want to consider the great story of the resurrection from the point of view of two
groups of people. Both groupsarebelievers, but Mark's account first dealswith the
experience of thewomen, and then of the men. We want to consider the male responsesin
another message. For now we will consider the experience of the women on this day of
resurrection. Thefirst thing we seeis-

I. DEVOTION DISPLAYED. v.1,2.

These few loyal women have endured the agony of watching their Lord die a violent death,
and they watched Him being placed in atomb hastily befor e the Sabbath began. How much
real resting they did on that Sabbath we do not know, but our text showsthat as soon asit was
over these devoted disciples made a purchase. Latein the evening they bought spicesfor the
pur pose of going to the tomb in the morning, and anointing the body of this one they so loved.

They harbor no hope of theresurrection, for they would not spend money for spicesto
anoint Hisbody if they had any hope that it would be alive soon. They acted in the belief that
thiswas the end, and that His body would forever lay in thetomb, or at least until the



resurrection at the last day, which all faithful Jews looked for. They are so grateful, however,
for all that He was, and all that He did for them, that they must expresstheir devotion, and
the only way they could do so was to honor the body that once housed His much loved soul.

Call it an extravagant wasteif you will, but to discerning eyes it is an act of devoted love
that istaking place. It isin sharp contrast to the despair that char acterized the 11 disciples.
All of themen were thrown into a state of paralysisby their sorrow. They did not make a
move until they were compelled by the testimony of the women, and even then it was with
reluctance and skepticism. But here we see action in the women, and alove that has not
altered because it alteration found. Jesuswas no longer alive and with them, yet they display
what M acaulay refersto as" The perfect disinter estedness and self-devotion of which men are
incapable, but which issometimes found in women."

They had seen the wor st and wer e convinced that Jesus was dead for good, yet they could
not wait to display their loyal devotion. Verse 2 saysit wasvery early in the morning they
cameto the sepulcher. It was at therising of the sun. They were hardly able to wait for dawn
to carry out their act of love. When we consider the devotion displayed by these faithful
female disciples, we can well under stand why it was they were gr anted the honor of being the
first to receive the good news of therisen Redeemer. Women bor e the shame of being the
first to bring the cause of death upon man, but now she bares the honor of being thefirst to
bring the good news of victory over death to man.

Not only were they thefir st to hear the message, but M ark makesit clear in verse 9 that
M ary M agdalene was the first to seetherisen Christ. Thisisno accident, or incidental fact,
but appears to be an act by which the risen Redeemer recognizes and r ewar ds her devotion.
Jesus could have appeared at anytime to any person, but he chose to appear first to Mary.
Jesus said, " To whom much isforgiven the same loveth much," and this was certainly true
for M ary whose devotion did not depreciate even in the face of death. Valzac spokein truth
when hesaid, " To feel, to love, to suffer, to devote her self, will always be the text of the life of
woman." Itisalsotruethat it will always be the role of the risen Redeemer to richly reward
those who ar e devoted to Him.

If these women wer e so devoted to Christ when they thought He was dead, imagine the
beauty of their lives when the shock wor e off, and they realized he wasin reality arisen and
living Lord. Mary M agdalene was thefirst to be able to affirm with assurance and
confidence the conviction of the poet Robert Heirich who wrote,

| do believe, that die |l must,

And bereturn'd from out my dust;
| do believe, that when | rise,

| shall see, with these same eyes.

Shewasthefirst to see Jesusrisen and transformed; thefirst to know that the grave has
been conquered. If such wasthereward for her devotion, and such wasthe honor granted to
the other women to bethefirst to hear the good news, how gr eat will be their reward in
heaven after alife of devotion to therisen Redeemer? We cannot pretend to know, but we
can learn a marvelouslesson from their experience on that first Easter. We can learn that



Jesus prizes devotion, and that thereisno greater testimony to thereality of our love and
devotion to Him, than to act in love and honor Him, even when the circumstancesare
darkest, and hope seemsto be demolished. Their display of devotion was not anything
profound. It wasvery simple and personal. Thereisno need for elaborate display, for Jesus
looks on the hearts, and we should car e only that He sees our heartsasHe saw the hearts of
those women in the morning hours of that first Easter. May the experience described by
Thomas M oor e be ours:

Asdown in the sunlessretreat of the ocean,
Sweet flower s ar e springing no mortal can see,
So deep in my soul the still prayer of devotion
Unheard by the world, rises silent to Thee.

Aswe move on to consider the second aspect of their experience that morning, we see their
devotion magnified even more. The second point we want to consider is-

1. DIFFICULTY DISSOLVED. vv. 3 and 4.

Thereisasaying that out of difficulty grows miracles. Thisistrue, for if thereisno
difficulty, thereisno need for amiracle. All miracles ar e divine solutionsto human
difficulties. A miracleisonly a miracleto man, and not to God, for He has no unsolvable
difficulties. These devoted women had a dandy of a difficulty facing them, yet they moved
forward. They watched thelarge stonerolled in front of the tomb by strong men on Friday
night, and now early Sunday morning, all alone with no muscular men to help them, they
made their way to thetomb. When we add the details of the other Gospels, we see that the
obstaclesthat they faced were even greater. Not only was the stone lar ge, but it had been
sealed, and not only that, the Jewish leader s had seen to it that a guard was standing watch
lest ther e be any attempt to remove the body.

If ever the weaker sex faced what appeared to be an insur mountable problem, it was here
asthey walked along discussing how they will deal with the difficulty of the stone. When you
consider the circumstancesthereisanatural tendency to question their good sense at this
point. Common sensewould tell them that they had to sit down and figure out a solution to
this problem befor e they went mar ching to thetomb. They knew they could not do it, for they
wer e wondering who could roll the stone away for them. Their devotion refused to be delayed
until a solution wasfound, and so with the attitude in mind, we will cross that bridge when we
come toit, they headed for thetomb. Lesser love would have failed to make such aplanin the
first place, or would have forsaken the whole idea in the second place, and would have
retr eated in the face of the difficulty.

Thesewomen wer e like the English drummer boy who was captured and brought before
Napoleon. Hewastold to sound the retreat and hisprompt reply was, " | never learnt it!"
Loyalty and love do not care to learn the march of retreat, but like these devoted disciplesit
marches ever onward in spite of difficulties. And again we see that their determined devotion
was richly rewarded. Like so many difficulties that are faced with no apparent solution, when
they are met head on they dissolve and disappear. So here we seethat when they arrived at
thetomb their problem was gone. The difficulty had been dissolved, for they looked up and



the stone was already rolled away.

We need to learn another valuable lesson from their experience. We need to learn to be
persistently positive in the face of difficulty. We must be always actively advancing in our
cause of serving Christ. Difficultiesare not imaginary. They arereal, asreal asthe stone
that sealed thetomb, but the experience of these women revealsthat for those who walk
forward in the face of obstaclesto serve Christ, there will be a solution available. The church
has plenty of obstaclesto overcome, but until there are devoted disciples marching forward,
there will not be solutionsto these difficulties.

In 1799 one of Napoleon's generals appear ed before the town of Feldkirk in Austria. It
was Easter day and the leaders of the town were at aloss asto what to do. The old dean of the
church gavethisadvice, " ThisisEaster day. W e have been counting on our strength and we
know that always fails. On the day of our Lord's resurrection let usring the bellsand have
our church service asusual and leave thisthing in God's hands. He will show us the way out,
and we can certainly not find a way out without Him.

The bells began to chime, and wor shipersthronged the streets asthey made their way to
the house of God. The French gener al wasfrightened by the bell ringing, for heinterpreted it
tobearegjoicing on the part of the city because an Austrian army had arrived in the night to
rescuethem. He ordered his men to quickly break camp, and they mar ched away leaving the
city safe. God specializes in special delivery, and so we need to learn to leave the impossible
to Him, and move ahead in devoted service regardless of obstacles.

If these women could display such determined devotion with the conviction that Christ was
dead, how much greater ought our devotion to be who have 19 centuries of evidence of the
power of therisen Redeemer? They marched forward to a sealed tomb, adead Lord, and a
hard difficulty, on a dark morning. But we can shout with Fortunatus,

"Hail, Day of days! In peals of praise
Throughout all ages owned,

When Christ, our God, hell'sempiretrod,
And high o'er heaven wasthroned."

We servealiving, royal, risen, reigning king. The Easter experience of these women

challenges us to consider the weakness of our devotion, and to commit our selves more
completely to live for the honor and glory of our risen Redeemer.

4. THE REALITY OF THE RESURRECTION Based on



Mark 16:1-14

Ministersfrequently call at a home when the man aloneisthere, and he will respond in
some such manner asthis: "1'm sorry my wifeisn't home. She takes care of thereligious
mattersin our home." | have not just read about this, but have experienced it, and have
wonder ed how it is possible to be so misinfor med about the Christian life. Men in general
seem to think that spiritual matter sare for women to handle. Men tend to be mor e skeptical,
and women tend to be mor e sensitive to spiritual things. Eve may have gotten the problem of
sin star ted, but men seem to have the biggest part in hindering God's solution tothesin
problem. For somereason men feel that faith isfeminine and not to be associated with the
strong and self-sufficient image of the ideal man. Religion hasthe reputation of being a
crutch, and no man wants a crutch, for he wantsto walk on his own.

This attitude has had an effect on the lives of even those men already committed to Christ,
and has made them timid. The message of Christ's manliness is missed, and even Christian
males slip into the background, and let the women do the work. It isnojoke, but actual fact,
that many male responsesto the call for missionariesis, "Heream | Lord, send my sister."
Statisticsreveal thisto be far from fictitious. Dr. Barton was not just trying to be funny when
he wrote,

In theworld's broad fields of battle,
In the bivouac of life,

You will find the Christian soldier
Represented by his wife.

He was serious, and was stating a well known fact. However else men are superior to women,
they are statistically inferior in their commitment and devotion. Nothing could be more
unprofitable, however, then to rant and rave about the problem. M ore profit, | am sure, can
be gained by recognizing that this has always been the case. It isnot new, but hasbeen a
characteristic of men from the start.

The very group of men Jesus hand picked to be the foundation on which He would build
His chur ch were of like nature. They werethefirst body of skepticsin the Christian church.
If they had not been convinced by the personal appearance of Jesusin their presence, they
would not have believed in theresurrection. If Jesushad not soundly rebuked them for their
skepticism, they would have been the greatest hindranceto the advancement of the cause of
Christ. Thefact that Jesusdid go to thislength to convince them showsthat in spite of the
fact that men are mor e skeptical and harder to convince about spiritual realities, yet, they are
responsible for the leader ship of the church. They wer e the foundation, and once convinced
they wer e dynamos of devotion. M en are harder to win, but when they are won they ar e of
greater power, and power iswhat isneeded to make Christianity appealing to other men.
Theremust be a Christ-center ed manlinessfor the church to appeal to the masculine mind.
We want to consider how hard it wasto even bring the Apostlesto a state of belief and
commitment to therisen Redeemer. In contrast to the devotion of the women, we seein the
men, first of all-



I. DESPAIR DISPLAYED. v. 10

Whilethe women, who are supposedly mor e emotional, were up ear ly and out actively
doing something practical in the face of the great tragedy that had struck them, the men,
most of whom had fled, and, asfar as we know, did not even see the crucifixion, as did the
women, wer e setting idle mourning and weeping in despair. They thought they were really
going to be something, and now the whole thing has proven to be a failure, and they are | eft
with no leader, humiliated and helpless, and with no further hope of establishing a kingdom.
They are sad sheep without a shepherd. Despair had immobilized them. They werein the
slough of despond. If the discovery of the empty tomb had depended upon them, the world
would have long remained in darkness and ignor ance.

Someone has said, " Despair isthe greatest of our errors.” Thiswascertainly trueon this
resurrection day. All day long these men wer e in sorrow when the greatest event in history
had taken place. Christ was alive, and they were the key servants of thisliving king of kings,
and yet they lived in despair. These men give usa picture that is parallel with what istruein
millions of livesin every age. The good news is available, and eternal lifein heaven, and
abundant life now is potentially theirs, yet while this good newsiseither unknown or
unbelieved, they gain no benefit, and so ar e without God and without hope. The disciples had
every reason to be the most happy men in the world, but they sat weeping in despair because
they were ignorant. Even after they wer e informed of the fact of the resurrection they gained
none of its benefits because they persisted in their unbelief.

Despair is an evil, for it is being ungrateful for the fact that the path of hope is still open.
Despair refusesto move against the obstacles because it has already decided that the battleis
lost. We saw that when the women advanced to meet the difficulty it dissolved. They cannot
stand befor e deter mined devotion, but despair disablesmen and defeats them before they
even encounter the enemy. These despairing disciples speculate on the problems from a
distance, and their very attitude of despair distortstheir vision, and all they can see are
insurmountable obstacles. Burke said," A speculative despair isunpardonable whereit isour
duty toact." If men would get out and put their faith to work, and test their devotion, belief,
and hope by action, they would see difficulty dissolved. But to set in despair produces a
vicious circle. Despair produces such a hopeless attitude that it actually doesbecome a
hopeless situation. Howe wrote,

The wiseand active conquer difficulties

By daring to attempt them, sloth and folly

Shimmer and shrink at the sight of toil and hazard,

And make theimpossibility they fear.
Despair did thisto thedisciples. It hardened them so they would not even respond to the
evidence. Thisbrings usto the second point which isan attitude growing out of their despair.

1. DISBELIEF DEMONSTRATED. v.11

Y ou would think that a company of men in such despair would have welcomed, as an angel



of light, anyone with aword of comfort and cheer. Anything that would ease the burden and
lift the weight of darkness that had settled over their souls, you would think would be
welcomed with joy. But instead we see them unr esponsive even to the glorious news that
Jesus was not dead but alive, and had actually been seen by M ary Magdalene. Certainly the
paralysis will wear off soon, and they will shout for joy with Mary. But not so, weread on in
verses 12 and 13 and discover that they persisted in disbelief all day. In the evening when the
two on the road to Emmaus returned to tell them of their experience, they still stubbornly
refused to yield to the evidence and testimony of fellow believers.

Hereisa paradox. The men who would soon be proclaiming the message of the crucified
and living Christ, who would be persistent in their emphasison theresurrection asthe
foundation of belief, are here examples of the most narrow minded unbelief. Mary and the
other two disciples had seen Jesus and the empty tomb with the stonerolled away. Peter and
John had seen the evidence as well, and yet the disciples are unconvinced of thereality of the
resurrection.

Remember thiswhen you are quick to condemn the unbeliever or the skeptic who refuses
toyield to your array of evidencefor the resurrection. Why should we expect men today to
be less skeptical than the disciples who had eye witness testimonies from intimate friends, and
still demonstrated a disbelieving heart? Unbelief, isthe most natural response of men to the
resurrection, and we should expect it. |f thisexperience of the disciples teaches us anything,
it should teach usthat belief in thereality of theresurrection isnot a matter of evidence, but
itis a matter of the will. All the evidence in theworld may not convince a man, but all that is
needed sometimesis atestimony to the fact that Christ isalive and has changed your life. If a
man will not be willing to believe, no amount of evidence will persuade him. One must want
to experiencethereality of theresurrection. You cannot compel them to believe by amassing
evidence. The evidence only becomes valuable when the will has chosen to believe.

A paragraph from an editorial in Life M agazine way back in 1956 is worth repeating:

"Theresurrection cannot be tamed or tethered by any
utilitarian test. It isavast water shed in history or it is
nothing. I't cannot be tested for truth; it is the test of

lesser truths. No light can be thrown on it; its own light
blindstheinvestigator. It doesnot compel belief, it

resistsit. But once accepted as fact it tells more about the
universe, about history, and about man's state and fate than
all the mountains of other facts in the human accumulation.”

This being the case, we need to do less proving and mor e proclaiming of thistruth. We
need moretestimony to the reality of the resurrection in our own lives and attitudes. Only as
men actually encounter theliving Christ in uswill they have a desire to will that he livein
them. G. Campbell Morgan said, " Theresurrection isa fact that cannot be proved except to
the faith of the heart." The evidence must be approached with faith, or it will not convince the
skeptic.

The evidence did not convince those who wer e alr eady follower s of Christ, and so we



should not expect it to convince those who ar e not hisfollower stoday. The only thing that
could bring them to belief out of their stubbor n unbelief was a personal encounter with
Christ, and thisis still truetoday for most. The disciples spent the whole day of the fir st
Easter being bombarded by the evidence of thereality of the resurrection, and yet we see
them in the evening still locked behind closed doorsin the darkness of despair. M ark tells us
that Jesus had to rebuke them for their unbelief. I magine this, on the first Easter, the day of
the greatest victory in history, Jesus hasto give a message of rebuke, not to theworld, but to
his own church. Jesus had his problems with men that he never had with women. He had to
make hisfirst message a negative one on this great day of joy.

We call Thomasthe doubting Thomas, but remember he just happened to be absent from
the meeting. He wasno mor e adoubter than the rest of them. They all needed the same
evidence that he demanded befor e they would believe. L et usthen be aware that it ishard to
convince men of thistruth. They will need more than evidence and argument. They will need
tosee Christ in us before they will believein the reality of the resurrection.

5. ROAD TO EMMAUS Based on Luke 24:13-35

During the early part of the World War 11, the crew of a vessel in the Caribbean Sea had
an experience that illustrates the theme we want to consider on thisEaster morning. As
reported by Walter Maier, this vessel was carrying a cargo of oil, and was suddenly attacked
by an enemy submarine. It raked the decks with shell fire and shrapnel, and before the crew
knew what was happening a tor pedo hit them. It destroyed the stirring apparatus, and tore a
gaping holein the side. The craft began to sink, and fire broke out. Soon the order came to
abandon ship. Only onelife boat and threerafts remained undamaged, and so the crew had
to squeeze into these, and roll for all they wer e worth to get out of the danger zone.

The captain and 8 men had been killed in the raid, but all the rest made it into the rafts.
Therethey were, huddled together on a dark lonely sea waiting for the night to passin gr eat
anxiety, and wonder ing what the futur e might hold for them. You can imagine the thrill that
came to them as the sun came up and they discover ed their ship had not gone down. Lifetook
on an altogether different color. The blackness of despair was now the brightness of delight.
Hopelessness vanished, and hopefulnessfilled their hearts. With all the vigor of men who had
a good nightsrest, they rode back to their ship, and with some emer gency adjustments
brought itinto an American port several days later.



What an illustration of the experience of the disciples. Everything was going so well, when
all of thesudden, all the forces of evil on earth and in hell brokeloose upon Christ, and they
abandoned the ship. Thecrosswasto them like a tor pedo that had ripped such a holein their
hopes that therewas nothing to do but for sake Jesus, and that they did in despair and utter
hopelessness. We want to follow two of these discouraged disciplesand look at thethree
stages they passed though in coming to experiencethe joy and victory of Easter. Thefirst
stageis-

I. HOPE DEFEATED. vv. 13-24.

We know practically nothing about these two discouraged disciples. |In fact, we do not
even know the name of one of them. Someone has said that Jesus made His most remar kable
revelationsto the least remarkable people. Here we see Him walking 7 miles from Jerusalem
to Emmaus with two people who ar e never heard of befor e, and never again after this. This
shows there are no such things asunimportant people in the eyes of Christ. Jesusisalways
busy with important people, for all people areimportant to Him, even if therest of the wor ld
only knows them as Cleopas and whats his name.

Asthese two walked along talking of what had happened, Jesus drew near, unr ecognized,
and asked them why they were so sad. Jesus knew perfectly well what the problem was, but
like any good counselor He wanted to draw it out from them. Just as He knows our problems,
but wants usto come and shareit with Him in prayer. M odern psychology knows that the
best medicineisjust to talk out your burdensto a sympathetic person.

Cleopas answer ed this sympathetic stranger, and thejest of his answer asto why they were
sad isin verse 21, "We had hoped." Note the past tense-had hoped. We had high hopes that
at last the M essiah had come, but the nailsthey put through His hands punctur ed our hopes.
It isnowonder they were discouraged, disappointed, downcast, and depressed. No one can be
happy when their hope has been crushed. All of lifeisa search to find hopes that cannot be
dashed to pieces by circumstances. They thought they had found such hope in Jesus, but now
it looked asif thistoo had been shatter ed by the cross.

This search for uncrushable hopeistruefor all of us, and we all go through the experience
of seeing that which we had hoped for be demolished by the circumstances of life. These
experiences of defeated hopes begin even in childhood. The experience of pastor Donald
Bastion istypical of many. Though humorousto us, it ispainful to those who pass through it.
Hetells of how hefell in lovein thefirst grade. He had high hopesin spite of the fact that
M arjorie wasin the third grade, and she was big for her age, and he was small for hisage.
Hishope never wavered until one day he fell on some cinders at school.

Asfirst grade boyswill do, he began to cry, and walked around the corner of the school
building. Of all people, heran into M arjorie. When she put her arm around him and tried to
console him like a mother, it wastoo much for his male ego, and right there his hope
collapsed and was crushed beyond repair. How could afirst grader love a girl who treated
him like a child? Being a normal boy he recovered, and went on to become a happily married
man, but when hopes are crushed in thelives of adults, they often can not adjust as does a
youth, and so we have aworld in which a suicide iscommitted every few minutes.



People who commit suicide are not crazy, but on the contrary, they are usually very
seriousthinkers. They have lost all hope, and have come to the conclusion that life without
hopeisworse than death, and even hell itself could hardly be as bad. Without hopelifeis
perplexing, puzzling, and even paralyzing. Without hope a person is dead even while they
live. That iswhy the Bible considersthose who do not know Jesus Christ as being dead, and
as not havingreal life. They are without God and without hopein theworld. The people who
scoff at Christians, and call them weak ar e usually those who do not have the courage to think
seriously about the ultimate goal and purpose of life, for they know it will only lead them to
the dead end of hopelessness.

Clarence Darrow, one of the most brilliant and successful lawyers America has ever seen,
was an unbeliever, and he made the great mistake of doing some serious thinking about the
meaning of life, and he became a hopeless skeptic. He was asked once if he had any advice for
the youth of America. "Yes," hesaid, "My adviceisto go to the nearest building and jump
out of athird story window." Hesaid, "Likeif an unpleasant interruption of nothingness."
He had everything life could offer, but he had no hope. Hope is essential to meaningful life,
and the only hope that cannot be crushed ishopein Jesus Christ.

Getting back to our friendson the road to Emmaus, we see that they did not realize their
hope was fulfilled. Jesusnot only redeemed I srael, but redeemed the wholeworld. But thisis
a truth which does no one any good until they know it, and so we go on to the second stage of
their experience.

Il. HOPE DEVELOPED. vv. 25-29.

After Jesuslistened to their story, Herebuked them for their blindness. The Old
Testament prophesied all that had happened, and yet they could not seeit. They were blinded
by tradition which said the M essiah was to come and overthrow the powers of the world, and
the Jewswould reign. When Jesus did not do what they thought H e should, they lost hope.
Jesus teaches a strong lesson when He rebukes them, and goes back to the Scripturesto
expound them. The heart of the Protestant faith is here, for Jesusteachesthat the Bibleisto
be our soul authority. If you allow tradition to guide you, you can wind up believing just the
opposite of what God reveals.

The quickest way to get out of the will of God isto let aprofessional do all your thinking
for you. That wasthe problem with thesetwo. They let thereligious leaders of the day guide
their thinking, rather than the Word of God. There are millionstoday doing the samething.
They never bother to search the Scripturefor themselves. They let professional stake car e of
that, and rest their salvation on fallible men rather than theinfallible Word of God.
Following ignorant traditionswasthe cur se of Israel, and it will be the cur se of masses of
modern people if they do not get back to a biblical faith.

Thereisalegend about arace of peoplewho lived in an isolated valley surrounded by high
hills, and cut off from the outside world. It iscalled the legend of the valley of ignorance.
The hills surrounding them wereregarded as sacr ed, and any attempt to scale them was
forbidden by law. One day, however, ayouth with a spirit of adventur e felt a strong urge to
climb to the top and see what was beyond those hills. He did it, and returned to hisvillage



with hisbody weary, and cut from the rugged climb, but so filled with excitement he har dly
noticed hisinjuries. Hetold others of the land he saw, of fertile pasture, running streams,
and of a mighty ocean that lay beyond. The leaders of the valley of ignorance considered him
to bea babbling fanatic, and they had him stoned to death.

Many yearsrolled by, and a famine came to the valley. The streamsdried up, the pastures
withered, and the cattle began to die. Someone remembered the story of the young man, and
hoperevived. In desperation they forgot their traditional laws about climbing the hills. They
sent a group of men to see what lay beyond. They, of course, returned with a message of hope
and salvation. All of the people gathered at the spot where they had stoned the youthful
adventurer. They erected a monument to him asthe savior of his people. Itisonly alegend,
but so true tolife. Tradition is almost always an enemy of truth. It killed the prophets; it
killed the Son of God, and will go on cur sing all who cling to it rather than the Wor d of God.
Tradition saysthere are several waysto be saved, but Scripture saysthereisonly one, and
that isby faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Tradition told these two disciplesthat Jesus could not have been the M essiah, and so they
lost hope. Jesus comestothem with the Word of God, and He showsthem that it was
necessary that the Christ wasto suffer all that He did, and enter into Hisglory. AsHetook
them through the Old Testament showing them these things a new hope began to develop.
Jesus did not reveal Himself to them at this point, but use the Scripturesto develop their
hope. Hedid thisin order to teach that the Bibleis sufficient to give us the truth of God.
They would only see Jesusfor amoment, but they would have the Scripturesto guide them
always.

In verse 32 they admit to each other that their hearts burned within them as He talked
with them, and open to them the Scriptures. The evidence that new hope began to develop in
their heartsis seen already in verses 28-29. When they cameto Emmaus Jesus made asif He
would go on, but they constrain Him to abide with them. They hungered to know mor e of
that which He spoke. Thisgivesus areal clueasto why Jesus revealed Himself to these two.
They wanted to know. No oneisever hopeless who really wantsto know the truth. Those who
hunger and thirst after righteousness shall be filled. Jesus had stimulated new hopein them,
and they desired to develop it further.

We notice herethe courtesy of Jesus. Hedid not force Himself upon them. If they had
had no interest, He would have gone on. Jesuswill knock at the door, but He will not br eak it
down. Jesus would not approve of cramming the Gospel down anyone throat. When He sent
the 70 out, He said, if they don't want your Gospel just shake off the dust of your feet and
moveon. Thereisno pointintryingto force a decision, for only those who decide because
they desire to do so have adecision that counts. These two desired Jesus to abide with them,
and so H e came, and that bringsusto the third stage of their experience.

[Il. HOPE DISCOVERED. vv. 30-35.
As Jesus sat at the table with them, He took bread and blest it, and brokeit as He had done

so often. And in so doing their eyes were opened, and they saw it was Jesus. Maybe it wasthe
prayer, or the way He brokethe bread, or the nail printsin His hands, that made them see He



wastherisen Christ. Whatever, it was, as soon as they recognized Him He vanished. Jesus
had no intention of staying with them. He was only concerned to lead them to discover that
their hopein Him was not invain. It was perfectly fulfilled as Scripture foretold.

At that moment they experienced the meaning of Easter. They discovered thereality of
theresurrection, which meant that in Christ we can have a hope that is eternal and
uncrushable. Not all the darkness of hell and death could quench Hislife and light. Never
again did they need to be without hope. There cold hopeless hearts wer e kindled into flame,
and as with those men on the sea who saw their ship afloat, knew life pulsed thr ough their
veins. Hopein the soul gives strength to the body, and so they rose up and retur ned in haste
to Jerusalem. A new engine of purpose had been placed under the hood of their life, and with
high octane hope they ran back to Jerusalem. | wouldn't be surprised if eternity revealsthat
they were thefirst to break thefour minute mile.

Crushed hopes ar e like heavy chains around our ankles, but the hope that comesto those
who discover theliving Christ islike helium from heaven that lifts and lightens. Some people
make a great deal of the empty tomb, and that is essential, but it isthe negative aspect of the
resurrection. The positive aspect isthe full heart. The heart filled and flaming with hope
because Christ isrisen and is ever present isthe necessary positive side. They knew of the
empty tomb befor e, but that is not enough without the positive awar eness of the living Christ.

| can imagine a beggar setting at the gate of Jerusalem seeing these two race past him in
excitement, and thinking to himself, " Isn't that those same two who came dragging
themselves along only afew hour s ago with long sad faces? What a change has come over
them." What a change comesto anyone who discover stheliving Christ. You cannot come to
know Christ and bethe same. Thereisnew hope, and anew flame that is set to burning, and
it consumesthat which does not belong.

When Blaise Pascal, the famous Fr ench genius, and inventor, discovered Christ, he wrote
in hisdiary that Nov. 23, 1624 the word fire, and after that he jotted "joy, joy, joy, tears of
joy-Jesus Christ." Such was the experience of John Wesley when he felt his heart strangely
warmed as hetrusted in Jesus as his Savior. And such has been the experience of millions
who have discover ed the living Christ.

When these two disciples walked out of Jer usalem that first Easter they wer e saying, " This
isthe end, thisisthe end." They were right, of course, but they did not r ealize which end it
was. But after their discovery they realized it was the beginning end of a hope that would
have no end. It was not the end; not even the beginning of the end. It was just the end of the
beginning. The message of Easter is eternal hope, a hopethat cannot end. Life with Christ is
endless hope, but without Him it is a hopeless end.

Christisrisen, Christ isrisen,
Sinslong triumph nowiso'er.
Christisrisen, death'sdark prison
Now can hold his saints no more.



6. THE EASTER POTENTIAL Based on Luke 24:33-53

One of thereasonsthat Ferdinand and | sabella supported Columbusin hisschemeto find a
new wor Id was their hope that he would also find the fountain of life. When Columbus landed
he sear ched for it, and he questioned the I ndians about the legendary fountain that would
make old men young again. These Indian legends made their way back to Spain, and they told
of how old men could make love again to a young wife and bear children, if they drank from
thisfountain. King Ferdinand, not long after Columbus sailed, sent out Ponce de Leon to
find theisland wher e thisfountain was supposed to exist.

The Spaniards did want gold for the present, but they wanted the fountain for the future,
for they wanted life that lasted forever. Thiswas one of the powerful motivating factorsin
their driveto explorethe new world. Men have always longed for life that was immor tal.
Animals do not, but men do, because they are madein theimage of the Immortal Creator,
and so they have an inherent desire for immortality.

Ponce de L eon went from island to island drinking the water, but with no effect. On
Easter Sunday he landed on what he thought was an island, and he called it Florida. They
drank water from many springs, but no miracles. Again, they asked the Indians questions
about the fountain of youth. He was convinced that Florida was where it was at. The Pope
wasinformed that they were on theright trail, and he too was excited about the search. It was
a Christian mission to find par adise, but instead, Ponce de L eon found death by an Indian
arrow, and the search ended. This deep devotion to the notion that somewher e acrossthe
ocean thereisa potion that will give eter nal life has always been a part of the human dr ama.

Ancient storiestell of how men have been ableto drink the Elixer of the gods, and ther eby
berestored to youth. The Greekstell of Tantalus who became immortal by drinking of the
nectar and ambrosia of the gods. The Koran tells of afountain of life where dying fish are
renewed by drinking of its water, and a dead fish dropped in it will swim away as ayoung and
active fish again. Alexander the Great wastold of a fountain in Arabia that would make a
man immortal if he could drink but onedrop. Inthe middle ages Christiansthought India
was the place where the fountain could be found. M any went in search, and Prester John
developed a Christian kingdom in India, and he wrote to the Pope that the fountain of youth
wasthere.

Thelegend hasbecome a part of culturesall over the world, and textson the pyramids of
Egypt talk of the everlasting beverage and the water of life. Whenever you have such a
univer sal legend you can assume there is some foundation for it in fact. M an wantsto be able
todrink some water that will give him eter nal life. Isthissheer foolishness, or doesthe Bible
encour age usto believe there is such afountain of life? David writesin Ps. 36:8-9 about
God's provision for those whom He loves, and He writes, " You give them drink from your



river of delights, for with you isthe fountain of life." Sotheideaisnot far fetched, but just
the direction men go to seek it isfoolish. It isnot in Arabia, I ndia, Florida, or on any island.
The fountain of lifeiswith God.

Man in his rebellion against God seeks to find the fountain of life on his own, and become
independently immortal. Jer. 17:13 showsthe prophet lamenting thefolly of Israel in
choosing death instead of life. " For they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living
water." Like Ponce de L eon, men want to find their own fountain and not be dependent upon
God. They always find death, however, instead of life. Thisisthe folly of man all through
history.

In Jer. 2:13 God describesthisuniversal conflict: "For my people have committed two
evils; they have for saken me, the fountain of living water s, and hewed out cisternsfor
themselves, broken cisterns can hold no water." Thereason men are forever seeking for a
fountain of lifeis because they r efuse to take the water of lifeasa gift. They do not want it as
a gift of grace. They wantisasaresult of their own labor and discovery, so they can say they
found it, and they did it, and they achieved immorality by their own wits and works.

M eanwhilethe Bible gives clear directionsto the treasur e that men desper ately seek. Prov.
14:27 says, " The fear of the Lord is afountain of life, turning a man from the snares of
death.”

In the New Testament the entire plan of God for man isall wrapped up in Jesus Christ
leading the redeemed to the goal for which they long. It isthe goal for which they are made,
and it isthat they live forever in perpetual youth. Rev. 7:17 says, " For the Lamb in the midst
of the throne will be their shepherd and he will lead them to springs of living water." In Rev.
21:6 weread this climatic statement about the fountain of life. "It isdone! | am the Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end. To thethirsty | will give water without price from the
fountain of the water of life."

You cannot find this water, or make it, or buy it, or in any way acquir e it by human effort.
It is God'sgift, and Easter isthe day God made it clear to man that faith in Jesus Christ isthe
only way to find the fountain of life. He, and He alone, has the power to make lifeimmortal,
and theright to give everlasting youth. If you want to quench the universal thirst for the
water of lifeyou need to simply ask Jesus to forgive your sin, and come into your life asL ord.
Easter isaday on which we celebrate His victory over death, but it is also the day we
celebrate our own victory, for by faith in Jesus we too will live forever and drink of the
fountain of life.

That which men have sought for and been willing to pay anything for is available to all who
will take it freely as a gift. Theonly catch isthat you must let Him be your Savior, and give
up thetask, onceand for all, of trying to save yourself. Y ou must surrender to win this
greatest of all battles. Man loves life and naturally so, for God made him that way. Thethirst
for everlasting lifeis a God given thirst, but it isalso a thirst that only He can quench. Men
are constantly tinkering and tampering with life in the hopes of gaining some kind of contr ol
over it. Wearelivingin an age of biological revolution as science learns how to manipulate
life. Thisisthe age of the surrogate mother, the artificial body parts, the sperm bank, genetic
engineering, and cloning. M ost of what men can do is at the beginning stages of life, but heis



working on the other end also, and striving to prolong life, but he hasnot come closeto the
fountain of youth yet.

Men can do alot with life, but they cannot make it start, or makeit last. Theorigin and on
going of lifeare in God's hands. M an can prolong life for sometime, but only God can make
it per manent. The potential for this per manent life, aswell as abundant life, iswhat Easter is
all about. Jesus died young, but on Easter He arose in that same young body to live forever
in the prime of life. Jesusfound the fountain men have ever searched for. Violet Storey put
itin poetry.

And Hewasonly thirty-three...

Theyear had cometo spring-

And He hung dead upon atree,

Robbed of itsblossoming.

Sorrow of sorrowsthat Youth should die
On adead tree 'neath and April sky.

And hewas only thirty-three...
Anthems of joy be sung-

For, always, the Risen Christ will be

A God divinely young.

Glory of glories, a Tree, stripped bare,
Shed now Faith's blossoms everywhere.

That tree, thecross, isnow no longer a symbol of fear and shame, but a symbol of victory,
for now it represents the fountain of youth. Theresurrection of Christ changed everything;
the past, the present, and the future. It transformed the cross, and hasin it the potential to
change everything. We want to focus on the Easter potential as we see it when therisen
Christ appeared to Hisdisciples that first Easter evening.

We seetherisen Christ offering to Hisdisciplesthe very two things that men have sought
for in the fountain of youth, and they are perpetual pleasur e and power. These are the keys
tothejoy of life. Take away pleasure and power and lifeisno longer atreasure. Lifeisonly
truly life when ther eis some degree of pleasure and power. Permanent and perpetual
pleasur e and power is what the Easter potential isall about. Let'slook at these two
ingredients of a happy now, and a happy forever.

I.THE EASTER POTENTIAL FOR PLEASURE.

The disciples got no pleasur e from their first encounter with therisen Christ, for they
feared He was a ghost, and seeing a ghost has never been man'sidea of fun. Thefirst thing
Jesus did wasto givethem alesson on ghosts by letting them touch Him, and feel that He had
flesh and bones. These, He points out, are conspicuously absent in your typical ghost. Jesus
issaying that ghosts do not have physical bodies, nor do they enjoy physical pleasures. |f you
discover your left over steak missing from therefrigerator, you can rule out ghostsright
away, for they do not have the privilege of indulging in the physical pleasure of eating. Jesus,
however, asked for and ate fish in their presence, and by doing so demonstrated that the



resurrection body will go on enjoying the physical pleasur es of life. The Easter potential is
ever lasting physical pleasure, which isthe very thing that motivated men to seek for the
fountain of life.

Thiswill be oursin Jesus Christ, and we will enjoy the marriage supper of the Lamb with
our Lord, not merely symbolically, but literally, just as we enjoy a festive banquet now. The
resurrection conquer sall that death robsusof, and restores usto a state where we can enj oy
pleasures at Hisright hand forever more. Death isman's greatest obstacle to eternal pleasure,
but Jesus reversed what islost in death so that man can have eternal health and pleasure.
The paradox of lifeisthat many worldly people refuse to submit to the Lordship of Christ,
for they feel thiswould mean they have to give up some of the pleasures they enjoy. What
they arereally giving up isthe eternal pleasuresthey might have. Jesusisthe one who made
us, and He knows our love for and capacity for pleasure. Heisthe one who madelifeasitis,
and He desiresthat we havelifetoitsfullest. He camethat we might have life abundantly,
and that means a pleasur able life.

All of the commands of Christ to practice self-control and self-denial, and to take up the
cross and follow Him, are not pleasur e eliminating commands, but pleasure enhancing
commands. They lead to the disciplined life that developsafar greater capacity for pleasure.
The Prodigal had hisfling, but it was like the fire of the tumbleweed. There was a burst of
flame and then ashes, and they Prodigal's pleasure trip ended in the muck of the pig pen.
Such isthe end result of those who seek pleasure asan end in itself. But the Prodigal went
home and entered into the enduring pleasure of a loving relationship with hisfather. Thisis
lasting and positive pleasur e, and the kind God expects all of His children to enjoy forever.
Thisispart of the Easter potential-pleasure forevermore. Phillip Doddridge wrote,

Livewhileyou live, the epicure would say,
And seizethe pleasures of the present day.
Livewhileyou live, the sacred preacher cries,
And giveto God the moment as it flies.

Lord, in my view let both united be;

| livein pleasure, when | liveto Thee.

Salvation and pleasure are linked all through the Bible. When God led the peoplein the
Exodusout of Egypt, it was to give them the joy and pleasur e of freedom, and to lead them
into the land flowing with milk and honey. God loves His peopleto enjoy the pleasures of life,
and to escape the painsof sin. The Passover Feast wasto be a perpetual reminder to | srael of
the pleasure of salvation.

Come ye faithful, raise the strain
Of triumphant gladness.

God hasbrought Hisl srael
Intojoy from sadness.

In the New Testament the crossisthe Exodus-the bringing us out of bondage to the
kingdom of darkness. Theresurrection isthe entering into the promise land of joy and
pleasure. The crosswas painful, but Jesus endured it with joy because of the end result which



He saw, and that was the eter nal pleasure of theredeemed. Thiswasthe promise of the
Father, and David in Ps. 16 prophesied the reward of the cross that kept Jesus looking
beyond the crossto theresurrection. Both Paul and Peter quotethisOld Testament passage
in referencetotheresurrection of Christ. Ps. 16:9-11 says, " Therefore my heart is glad and
my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, because you will not abandon meto the
grave, nor will you let your holy one see decay. You have made known to me the path of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eter nal pleasures at your right hand."

Thiswasthe destiny of Jesus, and the reward of Hisresurrection. Because of Easter and
the reality of Hisresurrection, thisis now the potential destiny of all people. Thefountain of
life, and the well of endless pleasure isat God'sright hand. Because of Easter that which is
actual in the life of Jesusispossiblein thelife of all who receive Him as Savior. That iswhy
Easter isthe most special day of the Christian year. It isthe day God revealed to man the
way to the fountain of youth.

Awar eness of the beauty in nature all around uswill give us pleasurein nature.

Awareness of the pleasant odors of food cooking will give uspleasur e in anticipating in eating.
Awareness of beautiful music in the background can give usthe pleasure of peace of mind in
our environment. Potential pleasureiseverywhere waiting to become actual by means of our
awar eness. And so it iswith the Easter potential, for pleasureisawaiting usaswe become
mor e and mor e awar e of the reality of therisen redeemer.

" God-let me be aware," pleads a poet.

Let me not stumble blindly down the ways...
Stab my soul fier cely with others' pain...

L et my hands, groping, find other hands.
Givemetheheart that divines, understands...
God, let me be aware.

AngelaM organ writes as onewho is awarein thispoem:

| am awar e,
As| go commonly sweeping the stair,
Doing my part of the everyday car e-
Human and simple my lot and my share-
| am aware of a marvelousthing:
Voices that murmur and ethersthat ring
In the far stellar spaces wherein cherubim sing.
| am awar e of a passion that pours
Down channels of fire through Infinity's doors;
Forcesterrific, with melody shod,
M usic that mates with the pulses of God.
| am awar e of the glory that runs
From the core of myself to the core of the suns...
I am awar e of the splendor that ties
All things of the earth with the things of the skies.



When we become awar e of the presence of Christ in our lives we will enjoy the pleasur e of
drinking from the fountain of life.

II.THE EASTER POTENTIAL OF POWER.

Power and pleasure go together, for power ispleasure, and one of life'sgreatest pleasures
isto have power to do the will of God, and be an effective servant. Jesus saysto His disciples
on that first Easter that Hisresurrection has created all kinds of potential for new power in
their lives. He saysin verse 45 that He opened their mindsto understand the Scriptures. The
power of illumination istheir s because of the living Christ.

Not one book of the New Testament would have been written had Jesus not risen. The
discipleswould have gone back to fishing, and the movement would have been over, and been
amere footnotein history. But in therisen Christ wasthe potential for the New Testament;
the new book of God to man; the new day of wor ship, which is Sunday, and the new people of
God-the church. Easter had in it all of thispotential power to change the cour se of history
for all mankind. It changed everything, and continuesto do so, for the full potential of Easter
power can never be exhausted.

Jesus goeson to tell Hisdisciplesthat they will be clothed with power from on high, and
they will be witnessesto the message of the cross and Easter in all thewor|d. The whole
history of Christianity isthe potential of Easter becoming actual. When a king stoopsto pick
something, it hasto be of great value. Jesus stooped to pick up sinful mankind because He
wantsthem to be saved as eter nal treasur e. Jesus said that without Him we can do nothing,
but Paul knew that with Christ he could do all things, and that is why he saysin Phil. 3:10, " |
want to know Christ and the power of Hisresurrection." Inthe power of the resurrection is
the potential to do everything that God wantsdonein history.

The Greek word here for power isdunimis, which refersto latent power, that is the power
that residesin dynamite, or the electrical chargein a battery. It ispotential power ready to
be used for purpose. Inraising Jesus from the dead God created a new power sourcein the
univer se, and it wasthe most powerful ever created. " All power in heaven and on earth is
given unto me," said Jesus.

Easter meansendless potential of power.

A tomb isthe last place from which you would expect good news, but from the empty tomb
of Jesus comesthe powerful message of joy, because lifeis str onger than death; loveis
stronger than hate, and light is stronger than darkness. Easter isthe good newsthatin the
resurrection of Christ thereisthe potential power for good to conquer all evil. Jesuslives,
He loves, and He leads, but best of all, He lasts. This means we do not have to despair when
evil ispowerful, as it was when He hung on the cross. We do not have to throw in the towel
and become weary in well doing when the power of darkness seemsto dominate the scene. As
power ful as evil is, itistemporary. Only the power of the resurrection is per manent.

Inthe Easter messageisthe power to be a perpetual optimist. |f we can be ever awar e of
the presence of the living Christ, we can have this power. Jonstone G. Patrick wrote, "The



Gospel which the church proclaimsto the world ever Easter is not an embalmed memory of
something that lit up the screen of the past-it isthe offer of an up to the minute fellowship
with a living Person, risen and radiant, vital and victorious."

Potential power isnot necessarily actualized, however. We seethison the first Easter.
Jesus was alive, but the disciples wer e not jumping for joy and dancing in the streetslaughing
at death. They were hiding fearfully behind closed doors, and they had very mixed and
confused emotions with doubt and belief, fear and faith, all mixed together. Easter was a
reality, but the potential power of it was not yet made actual in their lives. Thisisstill true
today. The potential power of Easter isnot yet made actual in millions of lives, and even in
thelives of uswho believe the potential power of the resurrection has not been fully
actualized.

Every relationship in life if full of potential that is not made actual. Every marriage, every
friendship, every neighbor, and every relationship you can imagine has the potential of
becoming more. How much more so therelationship of therisen Christ with His people? It
isalifetime adventur eto keep growing in our awareness of the presence of Christ, and to tap
that sour ce of power for the abundant life. Scienceisforever strivingto better understand
how to tap the mind-boggling potential of the atom. The Chrigtianisto strive to do the same
with Him who made the atom.

The morewedo tap thisinfinite potential of power, the more we taste of the thingsto
come, and drink now of the fountain of life. We do not haveto wait until eter nity to drink.
Jesus said to thewoman at the well that if she would drink of the water He would give it would
become a spring of water welling up to eternal life. Eternal beginsnow, and not just after
death. The power to liveforever beginsin timein the power of the resurrection. The
potential of Easter meansthereisnever an end to progress. Thereisalways morelifeto be
had, and more love, more joy, mor e peace, and mor e of all the fruits of the spirit. Easter
means we areto live in a perpetual state of anticipation.

Because Jesusis alive with all power in heaven and on earth, we can at any moment
experience new insight into the Word of God, or new power to do Hiswill, and touch some life
for eternity. Thiskind of potential iswasenablesthe Christian to keep pressing on living for
the ideals of the kingdom of God. Phillips Brooks wrote,

Be such a man, and live such alife
That if every man were such asyou,
And every lifealife like yours,
Thisearth would be God's par adise.

Thefact is, it will be paradise again one day because of the power of the resurrection, and
in that power God will restore thisfallen world to its pre-fall state. Lifeasweliveit now is
our expression of faith in that precious hope. Springissuch an appropriate time for Easter
for natureitself is a witness to the message of potential power. All winter the forcesof lifeare
real and potential, but not actual. Then spring comes and we see the actualizing of that
potential. Charles Kingsley wrote,



Seethe land, her Easter keeping;
Risesas her M aker rose;

Seeds so long in darkness sleeping
Burst at last from winter snows.

When the potential becomes actual thereis life, joy, beauty, and all the positive emotions of
life. Soitisinthespiritual life of the Christian. Thereisnever more joy, love, and wonder
than when we become channels of the power of theresurrection. In the valley of Chambrain
Indiathereisa spring which flows from the hillside, which makes the area a place of beauty
and fertility. Thelegend isthat the valley was once desolate, and both plantsand people were
withering with thirst. A princess who loved the people and felt their sorrows deeply went to
an oracle to find out what she could do to relieve the suffering of her people.

He told her she had to sacrifice her life for them. She chose to do this, and so her grave
was dug, and she wasburied alive. Then out of her tomb on the hillside a spring began to flow
and run down into the valley, and thisrestored life and beauty. Ever since thisspring of life
has given pleasure and power to all who livein the valley. Thislegend illustrates what Jesus
did. Theworld was perishing for want of the water of life. Jesusdied and was buried, and
from Hiscross and broken grave poured forth theriver of the water of life for the quenching
of man'sthirst.

No longer doesany per son need to live in the desert and wilderness of life trying to survive
on the husks of the swine. Now thereislife abundant, and life with beauty, and life with
pleasure and power. That isthe Easter potential. The challengefor usto know Christ isto
make mor e of that potential become actual by the perpetual growing of our awareness asto
His presence. The challenge for those who have never received Christ astheir Savior isto
stop trying to find a fountain of life on their own. They need to just surrender to Jesus, and
take Hisfree offer asagift. " To as many asreceive Him God givesthe power to become
children of God." Heinvitesusto freely drink of the fountain of life right now and begin to
experience the abundant life, and thelife that will be forever. Receive Him now and enter
into the Easter Potential.

7. BELIEVEIT OR NOT Based on Luke 24:36-53

An Irishman on holiday in New Y ork went into a dr ug stor e and asked for a small tube of
toothpaste. When the clerk handed him atube he noticed it was marked large. "1'd rather
have a small one," hesaid. "Listen bud," theclerk replied. "In thiscountry toothpaste
comesin threesizes: Large, giant, and super. Soif you want a small tube ask for lar ge-see?"
The mystified traveler found himself caught up in the topsy turvy world of believe it or not
paradox where large can be the smallest thing available. There may be limits to what fiction
can produce, but most anything can betruein reality.



The proof that truth is often stranger than fiction isthe fact that thefirst Christianswere
also thefirst doubters, deniers, and disbelieversin the resurrection of Christ. The paradox of
Christian disbeliever sisabiblical fact, believeit or not. That fir st glorious Easter dawn is
gloriousto usaswe look back from our point of view, but for those actually participatingin
that first Easter it wasfar from glorious. In fact, as strange as it may seem, thefirst Easter
was the day of the gr eatest unbelief in history.

We think our day isone of unbelief and skepticism, but it cannot match the unbelief of the
first Easter. | doubt isthereisany period of history that can match it, for it isthe only time
in history wher e all believer swere unbelievers. Believeit or not, ther ewasnot asingle
Christian who even showed a sign of belief in theresurrection of Christ until they were
compelled to believe by Hisvery appearance. Everyone of them, without exception, was a
confirmed skeptic and doubter.

We are so useto making the quick transition from gloomy Good Friday to glorious Easter
mor ning, that we tend to ignore thefact that Jesus had to work all day before He convinced
His own disciplesthat He wasreally risen and alive. The transition from gloom to glory was
not as swift aswe have cometo makeit. It was a difficult process of persuasion, and not an
instantaneous transformation. As Christians, we often act asif belief was an easy thing, and
an effortless goal to attain, but thisisnot being realistic about man's nature, and His natur al
skepticism. When it comesto the matter of death and life beyond the grave, men have deep
seeded doubts. All the evidence of our sensesisagainst it, and man longs for evidence of the
sensesto destroy hisdoubts. We are so dependent upon physical factsfor assur ance.
Tennyson wrote,

O Christ, that it were possible
For one short hour to see

The souls we loved, that they might tell us
What and where they be.

When James Russell L owell returned from the funeral of one heloved dearer than life, he
said to those who tried to comfort him with the hope of communion in spirit,

Forgive me,

But | who am earthly and weak,

Would give all my income from dreamland,
For a touch of her hand on my cheek.

Were these men deniers of the faith? Not at all! They wer e simply expressing the fact that
belief and faith do not come easy. The demand of the human mind for concrete evidence is so
strong that the leap of faith is hard to take. Thebiblical record recognizes this, and so,
believe it or not, the first believer swer e not men and women of faith, but men and women of
fact. They would not accept anything by faith. They not only would not take a leap of faith,
they would not even take a step of faith. All thecritics of the resurrection have failed to
recognize that all of their false theories to explain the resurrection away wer e originated on
the first Easter by the Christian disciplesthemselves. We shall see this aswe go along.



A.B. Bruce, the great Bible scholar, wrote, " The disciples were not clever, quick-witted,
sentimental men such as Renan makes them. They wer e stupid, slow-minded per sons; very
honest, but very unapt to takein new ideas. They were like hor ses with blinder son, and could
see only in one direction,-that, namely, of their prejudices. It required the surgery of events
toinsert a new truth into their minds. Nothing would change the current of their thoughts
but a dam work of undeniable fact. They could be convinced that Christ must dieonly by His
dying, that He would rise only by Hisrising, that His kingdom was not to be of thisworld,
only by the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost and the vocation of the Gentiles. Let usthe
thankful for the honest stupidity of these men. It gives great value to their testimony. We
know that nothing but facts could make such men believe that which nowadaysthey get cr edit
for inventing.

Therefore, believeit or not, the most solid historical foundation for our belief isthe
determined unbelief of the Christianson that first Easter. Our text revealsthe climax of the
day when they finally cameto a point of recognition and rejoicing. But let uslook at the
record of the rest of the day where we seer esignation and resistance.

Not a single Christian greeted the first Easter dawn with aray of hope. The women made
their way to the tomb to finish preparation of their Lord's body.
They wer e obviously convinced that He was dead, and that He would remain dead. The men
remained behind weeping in hopeless sorrow. Death was victor, and the forces of evil had
conquered. The crosswasthe symbol of total disaster to them. They held to their despair
tenaciously, and rejected any evidence of theresurrection as some kind of hoax. When the
women found the stoner olled away, and the angel told them that Christ had risen, their
reaction one of fear and unbelief. Mark 16:8 says, " And they went out and fled from the
tomb, for trembling and astonishment had come upon them, and they said nothing to anyone,
for they were afraid.

Some of the women were brave, however, and they finally decided to tell the disciples.
Luke 24:11 says, " Their words appeared in their sight asidle talk, and they disbelieved
them." Mary M agdalene wasthefirst to actually seetherisen Christ, and she attempted to
persuade the disciples, but Mark 16:10-11 says, " And she went and told them asthey
mourned and wept. And they, when they had heard that He was alive, and had been seen by
her, believe not." Thevery first preacher of the good news of the resurrection could not even
get a favorable response among the disciples of Christ. The first Easter message was a total
flop, even though everyone present was a disciple of Christ. Her e were dogmatic and
determined disbelievers. No hysterical, and emotionally contr olled women wer e going to
make fools out of these level headed, common sense directed, realistic fact finding disciples.

It wasthe disciples that originated the theory that the resurrection wasthe result of
emotionalism, delusion, or hallucination. They werethe first to charge the women with an
overactive imagination which invented the whole thing. They, no doubt, looked upon these
women as pathetic victims of their grief, while they as men, though sorrowful, still retained
their grasp of reality. Mary M agdalene wasthe originator of the theory that the body was
stolen. Asshe wept outside the tomb she said, " They have taken away my Lord, and | know
not wher ethey havelaid Him." The empty tomb proved nothingto her but that the body had
been stolen. Had she not been approached by Christ in person, she would have spent the fir st



Easter sear ching for the body of Christ, and seeking for cluesasto the thieves.

Jesus met two of the disciples on the road to Emmaus, and they wer e still sad and
unbelieving, and they said, "W e hoped that it was He which should redeem | srael." They had
heard all of the stories of the empty tomb, the angels message, and the testimony of M ary, but
they wer e not convinced by any of this. They were willing to believe that some other theory
could account for all that had happened without it being a fact that Jesus was alive. They
wer e only convinced by a special act of revelation by which they recognized Christ. When
they ran to add their testimony to the increasing evidenceweread in Mark 16:13, "And they
went away and told the rest; neither believed they them." Their unbelief wasnot based on
their distrust of women pr eachers, for here were male evangelists that also failed to penetr ate
their shield of disbelief.

So what do we find at the end of the first glorious Easter? We find agroup of fear filled
discipleshuddled in a room, and afraid for their lives, with no confidence or assurance. They
wer e confused, bewildered, and, no doubt, wondered if they were going mad. They would
have been okay with the theory that they were the victims of hallucination, or any other
theory. Then Jesusappeared in their midst, and they were terrified. They thought they were
seeing a ghost. That first Easter was about as joyful as spending a night in a literally haunted
house. They must have been emotionally exhausted from all the sorrow, confusion, and fear.

How realistic the biblical pictureis. And inventor would have had them singing the
Hallelujah Chor us by the empty tomb, but real lifeisnot like that.
David Read writes, " Let me ask you this: If you lost avery dear friend in sudden death, and
then after two daysyou suddenly saw him materialize in front of you, exactly as he was-would
you immediately and spontaneously be overcome with joy and delight? Would you really be
glad? | believethat you and | would be frankly terrified. We should most likely ring for the
near est psychiatrist."

Therealism of the biblical record has convinced many a skeptic of its authenticity. It isso
trueto life that an inventor would have been unable to picture it apart from the actual fact of
itsoccurrence. All of thisdetermined disbelief was natural, but Jesus did not let it pass
unrebuked, for he had labored long to preparethem, and yet it was all in vain. He rebuked
them for not being willing to even accept the testimony of eyewitnesses among their own
group. Thiswasthe basisupon which all other men in history would have to believe, yet, they
would not surrender their doubt on that basis.

In Mark 16:14 weread, " Afterward He appeared to the 11 asthey sat at meat, and
upbraided them with their unbelief and har dness of heart. Because they believe not them
which had seen Him after Hewasrisen. And verse 41 of our text saysthat even when they
wer e convinced, and heard, saw, and touched Him, they still though joyful, disbelieved, and
felt it wasjust too good to betrue.

If sometheory could explain all this, they would have been ready to accept it.

So, believe it or not, the hardest men to ever be convinced of the reality of the resurrection
were thevery disciplesof Christ on that first Easter. No other men in history whoever
became believers needed as much evidence and persuasion as did these men. Even then,



Thomas was gone and demanded all the evidence the others had before he would believe. The
first Easter ended with at least one Christian still in the paradoxical position of being an
unbeliever. The Christiansresisted belief until overwhelmed with thefacts. Thereisnot a
hint that asingle disciple believed in the resurrection on the basis of the evidence we must
believe on today. They all had to see Him befor e they would believe. That iswhy Jesus said
to Thomas, " You have believed because you have seen me. Blessed ar e those who have not
seen and yet believe." Our faith must be that of the poet who wrote,

Jesus, these eyes have never seen
That radiant form of Thine:

The veil of sense hangs dar k between
Thy blessed face and mine.

Yet, though | have not seen, and still
Must rest in faith alone,

| love Thee, dearest Lord, and will,
Unseen, but not unknown.

We must believe with agreater degree of faith than did the first believers, but we also have
a broader historical basis. We have all they had plusthe New Testament explanation of the
Old Testament prophecies. We havethisrealistic record of their own journey from darkness
tolight, and we have the record of a history transformed by the power of theliving Christ,
plusthe personal experience of Hispresence and power.

Nevertheless, let us not be deceived into an easy believism, and pretend that only the
willfully blind and hopelessly ignorant resist belief in the resurrection. It istotally unrealistic
to expect the majority of people alive today to respond on a higher level of faith then that
possessed by theoriginal disciplesof Christ. People ar e basically materialistic, and they
demand visible proof of anything that calls for a sizable investment, or serious commitment
of their lives. If they do not see thereality of theliving Christ in uswho professto know Him;
if they cannot see avisible difference in our character and conduct that suggests the presence
of apower which is supernatural, then what evidence do they haveto persuade them to make
the leap of faith?

The Christian lifewhich isnot Christlike isthe greatest hindrance to evangelism, and to
the growth of God'skingdom on earth. Believersare thebody of Christ, and are the only
part of therisen Christ men will ever see beforethereturning Christ appearsin glory. Each
of uson thisEaster morning must ask our selves if we are convincing proof of the reality of
theresurrection, for, believeit or not, it isnot the empty tomb, or the stone removed, or the
angel voices, or the history of the church, that isthe vital evidence for our day. It is, rather,
the living evidence of a Christ-filled and Christ-transformed life.

If your picture was published with the caption over it-believe it or not, and under neath was
the statement that here isalife which is positive proof of theresurrected and living Christ,
would those who know you be more likely to laugh, or give serious consideration to the
evidence? It isafrightening responsibility to claim that the living Christ indwells you, but
none claim the name of Christ can escape thisresponsibility.



God respectsthe craving of the human mind for evidence, and professing Chrigtiansare
the evidence He grantsthe world. All other evidence will fall flat without that of
Christlikeness in the flesh. Peopletoday, like thefir st disciples, want to hear, see, and handle
before they will let down the guard of unbelief, and let the light of truth transform them.
Belief comes hard, and so the evidence must be strong. Asgoesthetypical Christian life, so
goesthe Gospel of therisen Christ. The most effective evidence of Easter truth isyou and I,
believeit or not.

Theresurrection of Christ ismore than afact of history. Factsof history can be ignored,
deplored, or adored, and have no significant effect on your life. If | do not believe Caesar was
the emperor of Rome, | may be wrong and ignorant, but | am not thereby any worse off. If |
do not believe there are pyramidsin Egypt, | am misinformed, but | am none the poorer. But
if I donot believe Jesusrose from the grave and conquer ed death, | am lost, and | lose all the
benefitsthat could be mine by faith in, and commitment to Christ. Thisisafact that calls for
faith, and it is so vital that one cometo havefaith in it that every per son owesit to himself to
be a seeker until he finds whatever isnecessary to persuade him to put histrustin theliving
Christ.

Easter means nothing can happen in lifeto a believer that can rob his biography of a
happy ending, for that ending is always eternal life. If you have never put your faith in Jesus
Christ, do it today. Ask Him to come into your life, for give your sin, and be your Savior. He
promisesyou eter nal life, and a happy forever.

8. THE EASTER GARDEN Based on John 20:1-18

A son kept asking hisfather questionsuntil he was bugged. He decided and try to quench
the lad's curiosity with the old cliche, " Remember, curiosity killed the cat." The son replied,
"What was the cat curious about dad?" The plan backfired, for the boy was even curious
about curiosity. The curious mind can be a nuisance, but itsconstant probing can make
valuable discover ies, even in the most unlikely places. Sometimesthetrivial stimulatesthe
mind to curiosity more than thetremendous. Tell peoplethat there are 281,796,349,000 stars
in the sky, and they will believe you without question, but put a wet paint sign on a chair, and
they will haveto touch it and see for themselves. Thereisan attraction tothetrivial.

Thisistrue for mewhen it comesto John'srecord of the events of thefirst Easter. | am
curious about a very minor detail that seems almost incidental and inconsequential. | am
curious about why M ary thought Jesus was a gardener in verse 15. Why issuch atrivial
thing asthat recorded in the Word of God? The world cannot contain all the books that
could be written about Jesusis what John has said at the close of his Gospel. Why then would
he use up even one preciousline of his Gospel to tell usthat M ary M agdalene mistakenly



thought Jesus was agardener. It was only a mistake that momentarily flashed through her
mind, and yet thiserror isrecorded for all time, and for all to seethat she failed to identify
her L ord at fir st sight on that fir st Easter.

Some may feel it isbest to just leave such minor incidentsin the limbo of neglect, but
curiosity demands an investigation. The Holy Spirit had some reason for having it recor ded,
and a little sear ching could open up some valuable insightsinto the mind and plan of God. |f
you feel it is a waste of time, you will have to take up your quarrel with God, for He inspired
thischallengeto curiosity, and | for onelove to bite on the bait and get hooked on God's
Word,even if it comes by way of a weeping woman making a mistake.

The first thing thismistake in identification tells us, by implication, isthat the garden in
which Jesus was buried was a beautiful and lar ge garden with many flower s and shrubs. In
other words, it was a sizable garden and well kept. Thereference back in John 19:41 just says
the place where He was crucified had a garden, and there was a new tomb in it where no one
had ever been laid. If it wasnot for Mary's mistake we could never have guessed how nice a
garden it was. Her mistake, however, tellsus that it was large enough so that it took a hired
man to maintain its order and beauty. She never could have supposed Jesuswas the gardener
unless she wasin agarden that obviously needed the care of a gardener to maintain it.

Thehymn writer was not merely dr eaming, but had a good basis when he wrote, " | come
to the garden alone while the dew is still on theroses..." Inthisearly hour the dew would be
on theroses, and all of the flowers. Itisfitting that Hewho is called the Rose Of Sharon and
TheLily Of TheValley should come out of the tomb of the earth and first be seen in agarden.
Like all flowers, He had to burst forth from the blackness and darkness of the earth into the
light of life. Everything about thisEaster gardenisappropriateand fitting to the plan of God
asitisrevealed in Scripture. Aswe examine the Bible we discover that gar dens play a major
role. Pascal said, "M an waslost and saved in agarden." TheBible supportsthis.

God started human history in a garden, and it was no accident, but a deliberate plan. Gen.
2:8 says, " And the Lord planted a garden Eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom
He had formed." God wasthefirst gardener, and He madethefirst man agardener. Adam's
job wasto keep the garden beautiful. It is no mistake that the second Adam was mistaken for
a gardener, for He cameto restore the paradise the first Adam failed to maintain because of
his sin. How beautiful that the resurrection should take place in a gor geous garden, for by His
resurrection Jesusdid in reality restore what Adam lost. If man fell in a garden, it isfitting
that heshould rise again in a garden, and that is just the way God planned it. God loves
order, beauty, and what isfitting, and that iswhy He saw to it that His Son would be buried in
the gar den tomb of arich man.

Kingswho wer e anything at all had their gardens of beauty, and some of them wer e buried
in their garden tombs. In |l Kings21:26 we read of Amon the King of Judah. " And hewas
buried in histomb in the garden of Uzza." The King of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, had the
most beautiful gardens in ancient history built for hiswife. The hanging gar dens of Babylon
wer e one of the 7 wonder s of theancient world. The Scripturetellsus, however, that even
the king that Nebuchadnezzar left in charge at Jerusalem had his gar den, for when Zedekiah
rebelled against him, he came with hisarmy to surround Jer usalem. We have the account



recorded three timesin the Old Testament that Zedekiah and all his men escaped by way of
the king's garden. (11 Kings 25:4).

In Neh. 3:15 weread of the rebuilding of theking's garden. Solomon, of course, had his
beautiful gardenswith great or char ds of fruit trees. The point is, kings had gardens, and it is
appropriatethat Jesus Christ, asthe conquering King over death, should have Hisgarden as
well. If God started with agarden, and intends to end history with arestored earth, and a
beautiful garden in the Holy City, asthe book of Revelation reveals, then it isappropriate
that Jesus should rise and be victorious over the sin that lost thefirst garden, in a garden
setting.

Jesus made Hisfir st appearance after Hisresurrection in agarden, and to a woman.
Satan made hisfirst appearancein a garden and to a woman. It isno mere coincidence, but a
part of the total order of God's plan of redemption. Asawoman was the first to be deceived
by Satan, So shewasthefirst to receive therevelation of therisen Christ. A woman brought
thefirst word of temptation to man, and now it is she who bringsthefirst word of ultimate
truth to man. The environment was a garden because it addsto the beauty of the truth of the
resurrection. It symbolizesthetruth of paradiseregained, and God and man reconciled.
God loves agarden, and He loved to walk in the cool of the evening with man in the garden of
Eden. Dorothy Frances Gurney wr ote,

ThelLord God planted a garden

In the first white days of the world,
And He set there and angel warden

In agarment of light unfurled.
So near to the peace of Heaven,

That the lark might nest with the wren,
For therein thecool of the even

God walked with the first of men.
TheKkissof the sun for pardon,

The song of the birds for mirth,
Oneisnearer God'sheartin agarden

Then anywhere else on earth.

Jesus experienced this Himself, for Hismost intimate meditations and strugglesin
relationship to the Father took place in the gar den of Gethsemane.
Thiswas a garden where Judas betrayed Him, and where He was tempted to let paradise be
lost forever, but where He gained the victory, and choose to go the Father's way, even to the
depths of hell, that man might walk again with God in the garden. Surrounded by beauty He
sweat dropsof blood, for He had to endurethe desert of damnation if men were ever to have
the joy of per petual garden beauty.

We can be sur e of this: Mary's mistake in supposing Jesus was a gar dener was no mistake
asfar as God was concer ned, for no gar dener ever created so much beauty as Jesus did. He
could invitethe thief on the crossinto par adise, for He made it possiblefor all men to have
access again to the garden of God, and the treeof life. Jesusisthe only gardener that raises
people. He raisesthem to life out of death. He beautifiesthem, and prepar esthem to wear



the garments of glory for all eter nity. No gardener can match Jesus. When Hereaps what
He has sown, all of the universe will bea glorious garden. Let'slook at some reasonswhy the
garden isan important symbol of the truth of the resurrection.

I.THE GARDEN ISA SOURCE OF LIFE.

The garden and the abundant life go together. The garden is a sour ce of fruit, and when
Adam and Eve wer e put out of the garden it wasthe end of abundant and fruitful living for
them. Theloss of the garden meant hardship, hunger, and a life of toil and sorrow. The
desert isthe opposite of the garden. The desert issymbolic of death and barrenness. Sin
bringsadesert of life. Itisthelifewithout fruit. God doesnot like a desert. He started with
a garden, and can never be content until the garden isrestored, and the desert blossoms as
therose. The prophet Isaiah tellsusof God'slove and plan in Isa. 61:11. " For astheearth
bringsforth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God
will cause righteousness and praiseto spring forth before all the nations.”

When the Rose of Sharon blossomed in the Easter garden, God had brought forth a
message of life that would cause righteousness and praiseto spring forth before all the
nations. The Gospel of theresurrection isthe sour ce of abundant lifeto be taken to all the
world. Itisof interest that therewere four riversflowing out of Eden. It wasreally oneriver
which divided in four ways, which produced a symbol that hasinfluenced all of history. Many
ancients had gardens with the four rivers, and Persian carpets often have beautiful gardens
on them with four river swhich crossand make the symbol of thecrossin thegarden. That is
just what we see in the New Testament picture. We see agarden tomb with the cross nearby.
Thecrossissymbolic of the four riverswhich flow out of the garden into all the world. Four
isthe number of the world. You have the four directions, and the four winds. The four arms
of the crossrepresent the fact that the Gospel of the resurrection isto betaken to all men.

The Easter message isin such har mony with thereality of Spring that it isno wonder that
the two are united in so much poetry. God'sworld and God'sWord speak in unison of new
lifeand resurrection. Luther said, " The Lord haswritten the promise of resurrection, not in
books alone, but in every leaf in springtime." The garden and the Gospel go hand in hand.
Jesusistheworld's best gardener because He isthe only gardener that can bring Spring and
new life the year around. Christina Rossetti wrote,

My lifeislike a faded |eaf,
My harvest dwindled to a husk;
Truly my lifeisvoid and brief,
And tedious in the bar ren dusk;
My lifeislike a fr ozen thing,
No bud nor greenness can | see;
Yet riseit shall-the sap of Spring
O Jesus, risein me.

Jesus came to turn our personal desertsinto gardens, and to give us life abundant. Thisis
onereason why it isfitting that the resurrection took placein agarden. Thegardenisa
sour ce of life, and so isthe resurrection.



II. THE GARDEN ISA SOURCE OF JOY.

Men plant gardens not just for food to sustain life, but just for the sheer pleasure of seeing
beautiful things grow. Flowersand plants ar e the sour ce of so much of the joy of life. Joy
and a garden go together in God's mind and plan. Isa. 51:3 says, " For the Lord will comfort
Zion; He will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilder ness like Eden, her desert
like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladnesswill be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice
of song. When God really wants to blessHis people, He grantsthem the joy of a good gar den.
A garden of beauty isa good environment for the production of the fruits of the Spirit. The
Word of God, and all of history witnessed to thetruth that a beautiful environment can
promote beautiful living in harmony with the author of all beauty. Mary Howitt wrote,

Yes, in the poor man's garden grow
Far morethan herbs and flowers-

Kind thoughts, contentment, peace of mind,
And joy for weary hours.

The Christian poetry on the joy of the garden and flowers, and especially Easter lilies and
theroseisvoluminous, and they all relate to Jesus who became the gr eatest flower ever to
bloom when He burst forth from thetomb. We would not sing of Him in joyful song asthe
Lily of the Valley and the Rose of Shar on had He been planted but never risen. But He did
rise, and the garden of Hisresurrection becomes the sour ce of all our joy. Greater isthe joy
that Jesuswas born from thetomb than that He was born from thewomb. Christmasjoy is
completely dependent upon Easter joy. Thebirth of Jesus did nothing for our salvation, but
the birth from the tomb made our new birth possible, and that iswhy the resurrection garden
isthe source of our joy.

The gar den tomb was a place of gloom till God made His gr eatest flower bloom. Now it is
the source of joy.

Joy dawned again on Easter day.
The sun shone out with fairer ray,

When, to their longing eyesrestored,
The Apostles saw their risen Lord.

[11. THE GARDEN ISA SOURCE OF HOPE.

When anyone plants a garden for the sake of food, or the beauty of flowers, they do so with
expectation and hope. When the seed is planted you hope for what you cannot see. Jesus
often spoke of the kingdom of God in ter ms of sowing and reaping, and He even spoke of His
own death and resurrection in these ter mswhen He said in John 12:24, " Truly, truly, | say to
you, unless a gr ain of wheat fallsinto the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit." Jesuslooked at His own lifelike a seed, and by planting it in death He
knew it would come forth from the earth in resurrection and bear much fruit.

Every garden in the world the symbolic of the Christian hope of theresurrection. The
garden is such an obvious picture of our hope that Paul usesthisimagery often to describe



our resurrection hope. In Rom. 6:5 Hewrites, for if we have been planted together in the
likeness of His death we shall be also in the likeness of Hisresurrection. In | Cor. 15, the
great resurrection chapter of the Bible, Paul again refersto the radical change that takes
place when you plant a seed. It looks worthless and of no value whatever, but in rising from
the earth it changesto what is beautiful and fruitful. You can look at that bare seed you plant
in your garden with hope, for the resurrection will transform it, and so also you can look at
your body with all of itssin and weaknesses. When you get discouraged with your body, look
at your garden and remember the seed. Paul saysin verses 42 and 43, " So it iswith the
resurrection of thedead. What issown is perishable, what israised isimperishable. Itis
sown in dishonor, itisraised in glory. It issown in weakness, itisraised in power." Every
child of God will be a startling beauty in eter nity.

No, it was no mistake when Mary supposed Jesusto be a gardener, for Heisnot only the
King of Kings, He isthe King of gardeners. The Bible isfull of gar den termsto describe Him
and Hiswork. Heisthe alpha and omega of gardening. Heisthe Seed, the Branch, theLily,
the Rose, the First Fruits, the Tree of Life, and the Vine. The prophetscall Him both a
tender plant and a plant of renown. Heisalso the Lord of the harvest, and when He comes
again He will reap the harvest from the seed He hasplanted in the world as the Sower .

Christisrisen, Christ the first-fruits
Of the holy harvest field,

Which will of its full abundance
At His second coming yield.

Those who are ready because they have received Him as Savior, and bowed to Him as
Lord, will enter the glorious garden of paradiseto bewith Him forever.

Hisreign shall know no end,
And round His pierced feet

Fair flowers of paradise extend
Their fragrance ever sweet.

Thy gardens and thy goodly walks
Continually are green,

Wher e grow such sweet and pleasant flowers
Asnowhereelseis seen,

Right through the streets, with silver sound,
Theliving water sflow,

And on the banks, on either side,
Thetreesof life do grow.

Such isthe desirable destiny of all who become branchesof the Living Vine.
If you have not attached yourself to Christ as the source of your life, do so today. There will
no garden in hell, and no trees, shrubs, or flowers. Sin leads only to the desert of damnation,
but faith in Christ leadsto abundant life in an eternal garden. What you do with Jesus
determines your eternal environment. It iseither God and the garden, or the devil and the

desert. Cometo Christ, and you come to the gar den where you enjoy beauty forever.



9 THE REALITY OF THE RESURRECTION Based on
John 20:1-18

When Jesus Christ entered the stage of human history He entered it to stay, and even
when evil men and satanic forcesnailed Him to a cross, and sealed Him in atomb, it wasnot
the end; not even the beginning of the end, but only te end of the beginning, for He made that
crossasymbol of love and redemption, and that tomb a symbol of life and r esurrection. On
that first Easter morning the greatest act that ever took place on this earthly stage was
per for med. How gr eat was it, and how important wasit? So important that the Bible says, if it
did not happen your faith isvain, and thereis no hope, and you are yet in your sins. It was so
important that from the start the Apostles fear lessly claimed it, and forcefully proclaimed it.
Atheists and skeptics have done all they could to try and disproveiit, for if they could all of
Christianity would collapse, but so overwhelming isthe reality of the resurrection that
Christians welcome investigation. M any who set out to disprove it have become committed
believers. There are just three things we want to consider in this message. First we want to-

I.EXAMINE THE RECORD OF THE RESURRECTION. vv. 5-8

Why did John believe? What evidence did he have here that told him of thereality of the
resurrection? We need to try and think like he must have thought. Could robbers have stolen
thebody? Thiswould be alogical question. But John would conclude that no robber would
neatly fold the grave clothes as they were. And friend would not have stolen the body, for they
would not have unwrapped the body ther e. The evidence indicated that Jesus must have did
this himself.

Who but the Son of God would rise from the dead and then neatly fold up His grave
clothes? He did not just let them fall in disorder, but He folded them neatly, and thus
revealed that it wasthe Lord of all order that was at work here. Nobody else would have
bothered with such atrivial matter, but nothing was too small for it to matter to Jesus, and
John knew that.

Mary isseen weeping at the tomb because the body of Jesus wasgone, but little did she
realize that she would really have something to weep about if the body had still been there.
She would then have a god like the gods of the world who always end up in atomb somewhere.
She was suffering the grief of Good Friday yet as she stood befor e the empty tomb which
represented the glory of Easter morning, and of the Risen Redeemer. She was bewailing her
loss when she could be beholding her Lord. She was like the masses who still livein the
darkness of aworld with no hopewhen the light of eternal hopeisright at their fingertipsin
the Living Lord.

Mary, however, did not stay in the dark, for Jesus revealed Himself. He spoke her name



and M ary entered the dawn of anew morning, and Easter glory wasborn in her heart. Her
Savior was alive, and had conquered death, just as he said. Anyone who will listen and turn to
the Living Christ today can still hear Him say " Come unto me and rest." Anyone can enter
into the Easter message and receive Jesus as Savior and have the hope of eternal lifewith
Him. Next we want to-

[I.EXPLAIN THE RESULTSOF THE RESURRECTION.

M ary became the first witness of the resurrection, and she became the apostleto the
Apostles. But they weretoo sad to believe her good news. They wer e the saddest group of men
theworld has ever seen. The walls of life had collapsed on them, and lay in ruins at their feet.
The one they put all their hopein was crucified and buried. It was over and they werein
despair.

That evening Jesus himself came to them and this group of discouraged, disappointed, and
defeated disciples became dynamic and deter mined to devote their livesto delivering this
good news to the lost world. They turned the world upside down and changed the cour se of
history. Nothing but the reality of the resurrection could explain this sudden change from
fear to faith; from pain to praise; from sorrow to service, and from self-centered cowar dice
to Christ-center ed courage. Men do not face torture, burning at the stake, being torn in two,
fed to lions, and all manner of persecution and suffering for the sake of a fairy tale, or for
anything they wer e not so sur e of they would be willing to diefor itsreality.

Some skeptics know that they must have seen Jesus alive to have such a motivation, but
they come up with thingslike the swoon theory. It saysthat Jesus revived in the coolness of
thetomb, and so they did see him alive again. Thisisfoolishness, for he would be so weak that
he would need long nursing back to health, and likely never make it but diein the attempt.
They would know how unlike God he was then, and how he did not conquer death in any
meaningful way different than otherswho have survived. A man half dead, and staggering
from atomb, and then needing a great deal of care would not inspire the conviction that
death had been conquered. Thistheory cannot explain the zeal of the disciplesto proclaim the
reality of the resurrection. Jesus had to show He was mighty in Hisvictory over death to
convince His disciples, and motivate them to sacrifice their livesto shareit with the world.
Third we want to-

[11. EXPERIENCE THE REALITY OF THE RESURRECTION.

Thereislittle profit if we examinethe record and explain theresults, but do not experience
thereality of theresurrection. Thisisthe heart of the Gospel, for we can know Jesus and the
power of Hisresurrection. Men can live without feet, fingers, and many other parts of the
body, but not without heart. You can know the facts of Easter, and not know the faith of
Easter, and this leaves you with a corpsereligion, for the heart isgone. 1f you meet your
greatest foe, which is death, and all you have is the facts of Easter, but not faith in the Lord of
Easter, you ar e fighting with an unloaded gun. You are on a bridge that only goes part way
acrosstheriver that separatestime from eternity, and a bridge that stopsshort of the other
shoreisnot any better than no bridge at all.



Thereality of theresurrection must be more than afact you believein. It must be a force
that motivates you likeit did the disciples. It must be a reality that deter mines your whole
perspective on life, and your actions and goals. This can only be by asking the Resurrected
Savior to comeinto your lifeasLord, and to reign in you. Those who will receive Jesus as
their Living Lord will experiencethereality of the resurrection, and enter into the joy of
Easter, which means we have eternal lifein Him.

10. TEARSAT THE TOMB Based on John 20:11-18

It 1 had adollar for every tear shed by men and women if the Bible, | would be a wealthy
man, for the Bible is a book soaked with the tears of the saints. The weeping of the wicked
and the sobs of sinnersadded to thetears of the saints makes a salty sea of liquid. Not only
was Jesus a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, but the Bibleis a book of sorrows, and
isacquainted with grief. The Bible dealswith lifeasitreallyis, and real life provides
abundant opportunity for the exer cise of the tear ducts. Not all tears are bad.

Charles Dickenssaid, " We need never be ashamed of our tears, for they are like rain upon
the blinding dust of earth." Tears, likerain drops, have br ought forth much fruitfulness.
Tearscan movethevery heart of God. When Hezekiah was told he would die he wept
bitterly, and God sent I saiah to say to himin Il Kings20:5," Thussaysthe L ord, the God of
David your Father: I've heard your prayers, | have seen your tears; behold, | will heal you."

Tear s of repentance havetransformed dying weeds into living flower s of faith. Dante, in
his Divine Comedy, has a story of ademon and an angel debating over which should have
possession of the body of onewho had died in battle. Theangel clinched hisargument for
possession by opening the eyes of the dead man. " See," said the bright angel, " Thetrace of a
recent tear." Thiscan be overly sentimental, and people can weep without repenting, but the
fact is, tears of truer epentance do movethe heart of God. Few thingsare moretragic than
eyesthat have never shed tearsover sin.

O yetears, O yetears! | am thankful that yerun!
Thou yetricklein the darkness, ye shall glitter in the sun.

The rainbow cannot shine if therain refused to fall,
And the eyesthat cannot weep ar e the saddest eyes of all.

Tearsof repentance are worth their weight in gold. Those who shed such tearswill enter
that land of blisswhere God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. But those who never
shed them will never escape them, for their destiny isouter darkness where there shall be



weeping and gnashing of teeth. Blessed are those who mourn now for sin, for they shall be
comforted forever. Those who will not weep in time, will weep in eternity. Thereisno escape
from tears, but you have a choice asto when you will shed them. Spurgeon said, " The tears
of penitents are precious, a cup of them wereworth aking'sransom. Itisno sign of weakness
when a man weeps for sin."

Henry Martyn is a legend among missionaries. One of the greatest ever, but he may never
have been heard of had it not been for tears. As astudent he got into a quarrel with his
father. In afit of passion he stormed out of the house, never to return. Befor e he could
return and seek hisfather'sforgiveness, hisfather suddenly died. Hisremorse was so pitiful,
and his eyes so swollen with tears. F. W. Borham writes, " But that torrent of tears so
cleansed those eyes that he was able to see, as he had never seen before, into the abysmal
depths of hisown heart." He saw himself as a sinner who desper ately needed a Savior. His
father, by dying, gained an answer to hisprayers. The poet describes how tear s of r epentance
can be a dead man's blessing.

When | waslaid in my coffin,
Quitedonewith time and itsfears,

My son came and stood beside me-

He hadn't been home for years;

And right on my face came dripping
The scald of hissalty tears,

And | was glad to know his breast

Had turned at last to the old home nest,
That | said to myself in an under breath:
Thisisthe recompense of death.

There are many kinds of tears. There are the tears shed for the sins of others.
Compassion for others has made the strongest men weak. Jesus wept for others, and tears
like these have changed the cour se of history. Shakespear e said, " Did he break into tears?
There areno facestruer than those that are so washed." Psa. 126:5-6 says of thiskind of
weeping, " They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."
Compassionate tears, like raindr ops, have br ought forth much fruit.

When Lincoln got the telegram that Gener al L ee was about to surrender, he left
Washington to go to the front. Hefound officials preparing for hisentry into Richmond.
Lincoln put his foot down and said, " T here shall be no triumphal entry into Richmond.
There shall be no demonstration just now." Hewalked aloneinto the city with his head
bowed and his heart heavy with sorrow. Hewent to the Southern capital, and sat at the desk
of Jefferson Davis. He put his head in hishands and wept. Hissympathetic heart bound the
North and South together. Pride and a gloating smile of victory could have widened the
division, but a great man's humbletears cemented thissplit nation, and brought it together.

Lincoln wasjust one of the many great men who won great victories with the power of
tears. Someone once built a statue to commemor ate a victory, and when an observer said,
"Why thereisatear in the eye," the sculptor said, " | know, we won the war, but we did not



win the enemy." Lincoln'stear sdid not win the war, but they won the enemy.

No radiant pearl, which crested fortune wears,

No gem that twinkling hangs from beauty's ears,
Not the bright starswhich night's blue arch adorn,
Nor rising sunsthat guild the vernal morn,
Shineswith such lustre as the tear that flows
Down virtue's manly cheek for other's woes.

C.S. Lewisin, LettersTo An American L ady wrote, " | am very sorry indeed to hear
that anxieties again assail you. By the way, don't weep inwardly and get a sorethroat. If you
must weep, weep a good honest howl! | suspect we-and especially, my sex-don't cry enough
now-a-days. Aeneas and Hector and Beowolf, Roland, and L ancelot blubber ed like school
girls, so why shouldn't we?

A concordance will reveal that almost every great man in Scriptur e wept. Abraham,
Jacob, Joseph, David, I saiah, Jer emiah, the apostle Peter, the apostle Paul, and the greatest of
all, Jesus. Paul even counseled us to weep with those who weep, as he did.

Thefact is, there ismor e about the tears of men in the Bible than about thetears of women.
Women ar e supposeto bethe crying sex, but there are very few descriptions of it in the Bible.
One of them we do haveis of awife's cleaver use of tear sto get her own way. The woman in
the Bible who cried the most was the bride to be of Samson.

She wanted him to tell her theanswer to hisriddle. He would not do it, so weread in Judges
14:17, " She wept before him the seven daysthat their feast lasted, and on the seventh day he
told her...." Samson may have been the strongest man in history, but even he could not take
more than a week with a weeping woman. Women have used this fact effectively.

L adies, to this advice give heed:
In controlling men,

If at first you don't succeed,
Cry, cry again.

Tear s can beavirtue, but these wer etearsthat were avice. Samson probably wept himself
for ever getting mixed up with thisfake cry-baby. Sheruined hisriddle bet for him, and he
got angry, and the whole wedding was off. Even these tears had some value, for they led to
Samson never havingtolive with thiscry-baby.

We could go on studying the various kinds of tears of the Bible, but our text should be our
focus. Here are some of the most unique tears of the Bible. Mary Magdalene is the weepiest
woman of the New Testament. Sheisthe only person in history who had both angels and the
son of God ask her why she was weeping. Tears at the tomb are not really much of amystery.
If weeping is not appropriate there, then it ishard to conceive of whereitis. Tearsin the
tomb are a common place couple, as perfectly matched as black and grief. If you see someone
crying at a grave site, you are not puzzled by thisemotion. The real mystery iswhy the angels
and theLord asked Mary why she was weeping. Nobody ever asked the discipleswhy they
were weeping. They were still shedding tears after the Risen Son had dried hers, and made
her smileinjoy.In Mark 16:10 weread of M ary after she met Christ, " She went and told



those who have been with him, asthey mourned and wept..."

Thedisciplestear s are dismissed with a mere mention, but thesetear s at thetomb are an
issue. Mary'stears are puretears of loving grief. The discipleshavetears mixed with guilt.
They failed Jesus, they forsook Him, and their sorrow iscontaminated with much selfishness.
M ary, however, never for sook her Lord, and never denied Him, but openly followed Him to
theend. Her love did not depend upon His popularity, or Hisacceptance among the leaders
of Israel. It was not asuperficial or surface love with her. Someone wrote, " Don't be veneer
stuck on with glue, be solid mahogany all the way through." That was M ary Magdalene-she
was solid.

Her puretears, therefore, werethefirst to bedried by therisen Christ. Paul doesnot
even mention her in hislist of those who saw Jesusrisen. Some see this as evidence of Paul's
negative attitude toward women, but more than likely, Paul did not even know about these
things of which John writes. John did not write his Gospel until long after Paul wrote his
epistles. Whatever the reason for Paul'sneglect, John makes Mary the first to seetherisen
Christ, and the first to have her tears of grief wiped away by the reality of the resurrection.
Her tearsat thetomb are symbolic of how deeply we can love Christ, and the drying of her
tears are symbolic of how deeply Christ loves usin conquering death. Only Christ could dry
her tears.

Verse 12 says she saw two angels sitting where the body of Jesus had been. Jesus had hung
on a cross between two thieves, but His body in death lay between two angels. The angels were
literally bodyguards, for it the archangel M ichael had to combat with the devil in a dispute
over the body of M oses, aswe read in Jude 9, it would seem likely that the body of Jesus
would not be safe from demonic plots without angelic protection. The angels wer e obviously
inthe form of men, and Mary did not realizethey wer e super natural beings. She could not
calmly engage in conversation with them had they been great winged cr eatures asthe artists
portray them. She spoke with them as if they wer e a couple of curious bystanders who
stopped to see what was going on. She was enter taining angels unaware.

In ver se 13 they asked her why she isweeping. For all we know angels never shed tears.
They never loseloved onesto death, and they may not grasp the meaning of tears of grief.
They wer e not asking for information, but wer e simply making her examinethe basis for her
sor row, for they knew she had none, but just didn't know it. Then Jesus appeared, but He was
unrecoghized, and He asked her the same question,

"Why are you weeping?" Shetellsof her search for the body of her Lord, and makes a
commitment to carry it away if he would reveal whereit is hidden. When Jesus called her by
name, and she suddenly became awar e that He was alive, she almost did carry Him away, and
Jesus had to caution her.

Mary'stearswer etearsof ignorance. Threetimesinverses 9, 13, and 14 thereis
refer ence to the cloud of ignorance that was responsible for therain of tears from her eyes.
She did not know any of the positives, but saw only the negatives. Ignoranceis the cause of
many tears. Paul wroteto the Thessalonians who were weeping for Christianswho had died,
and said, " | would not have you to beignor ant brethren, concer ning them which arefallen to
sleep, that you sorrow not, even as otherswho have no hope." Then he goeson to remind



them of theresurrection, raptur e, and the precious hope of reunion. Those who livein
ignorance of the good news will weep the tears of ignorance, but those who know the living
Christ, who gained the victory over death, will only have tears of gratitude.

The word that brought light was her own name. When Jesus spoke her name the sun rose,
the clouds dissolved, and the tears at the tomb were ended. The ear heard a sound which shut
off the tear s of the eyes. Words can be tear stoppers. Many a tear has been dried by words of
love and encouragement. Mary heard the voice that had cast out the demonsin her. She
heard the voice that had given forth life and health to the multitudes. She heard the voice of
her Lord, and from that moment joy filled her life, and tears were wiped away. The
resurrection of Christ isthe foundation for the ultimate wiping away of all tears, and an
eternal life of rejoicing.

Whoisthis,a Man of Sorrows,
Walking sadly life's hard way,
Homeless, weary, sighing, weeping
Over sin and Satan's sway?
'Tisour God, our glorious Savior,
Who abovethe starry sky,

Now for us a place prepareth
Wher e no tear can dim the eye.

Until that day tears will continueto be a universal language. The simpleton can weep as
well asthe sage. You may not understand Greek or Spanish, but you can understand the
tears of the Greeks and the Spaniards. Tears areneither foreign nor domestic, for they are
universal. But for the believer tearsare only temporary. Weeping may endur e for the night,
but joy comesin the mor ning, for when Jesus arose, He gained victory over all our foes.

| invite you tojoin mein thejourney to that land of tearless joy by putting your trust in

theL ord Jesusas you Savior. He wept so much on ear th that we might weep nomorein
heaven. Whether you shed tearsforever, or escape them forever, all depends on what you do
with Jesus. It istears forever, or tears forever wiped away.

Tearsforever washed away,

Or tearsforever flowing.

It all dependsupon the way

That you and | ar e going.

Jesusisthe Way to tearsforever wiped away.



11. THE RADICAL RESURRECTION Based on Rom.
6:1-10

What isthe most radical thing that could happen to you after you die? Death isnot the
last chapter in the biography of anyone. Things have a way of happening even after you are
dead. Pastor Leland Botjen of Spokane, Washington almost left the ministry after hisfirst
funeral. Thefamily of the deceased was poor, and a pine box was all they could afford. As
the pallbearerscarried the coffin up the stair s, the bottom fell out and the body rolled down
the steps. The mourners wer e screaming, and the undertaker fainted. He was frozen in a
state of shock.

That was a radical after death experience, and history isfull of them. Just because the
body is dead it does not mean that it cannot yet have a history. Bodies have been stolen from
their graves and sold. Bodies have been moved from one country to another, or one
cemetery to another. Dead bodies ar e still things, and alot of things can be done with things
like bodies.

My Christian aunt donated her body to medical science, and so part of her are still
having a history. At her memorial servicel saw what | had never seen before. There were
balloon bearer srather than pallbearers. They hungin large bunches across the front of the
sanctuary, and after the service everyone gathered outside and they wer e released to ascend
into the sky and out of sight. In each balloon was a piece of paper with her favorite Scripture
which read, " Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and lean not unto thine own
under standing. In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall dir ect thy paths." Prov. 3:5-6.

She wanted her memorial serviceto be a celebration, and to be a time when even the last
event of her life would be a service to the kingdom of God. Her body will go on serving, and
the balloons wer e an act of serviceto convey the Word of God to others. It was a beautiful
experience, and aradical new experience for me. But it does not come close to being the most
radical thing that can happen to someone after death.

Thetwo thievesthat died along side of Jesus were likely cast into the city dump and
burned to ashes. Cremation is certainly a radical thing to happen to abody. Othershave
been left to be eaten by birdsand animals, and thisis aradical reality that has been the fate of
many thousands. But none of these come close to being the most radical after death
experience. That honor hasto go to the experience of being resurrected. All of the after
death experiences of people who see lights, and who see loved ones are all kids stuff in
comparison to the experience of being resurrected. To betruly dead and then to have your
body refilled with life, and renewed by the Spirit, and revived to consciousnessto walk again
in the land of the living-that isthe ultimate in radical.

Thismeansthat theresurrection of the body of Jesusisthe most radical event in history,
for Hewasthefirst to beresurrected never to die again. All otherswho wereraised from the
dead had to endurearerun of dying all over again. Their resurrection was only tempor ary,



but theresurrection on that first Easter was the beginning of the end for thereign of death,
for the resurrection of Jesus was a per manent victory over death. Paul saysin Rom. 6:9,
"For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again, death no
longer has mastery over him."

If resurrection isthe most radical thing that can happen to one after death, and the
resurrection of Jesus wasthe first permanent resurrection, then we can see why Easter isthe
world-wide focusthat it is, for we are celebrating the most radical event that can be
conceived. Before Easter there was asort of dualism in theuniverse. Satan and hisrebel
forces had been cast out of heaven, but they had considerable power on earth. Their control
of therealm of the dead seemed to be secure. Torob the enemy of this stronghold someone
had to penetr ate this fortr ess of death, and then escapeto prove that lifeis superior to death.
Easter isthe celebration of the success of just such aradical military maneuver.

By means of hisradical resurrection Jesusdefeated man's greatest enemy. Now a
follower of Jesusdoes not need to fear entering the realm of death, for it isno longer under
the control of Satan, but isunder the Lordship of Christ. Paul makes this clear in Rom.
14:8-9. " So, whether we live or die, we belong totheLord. For thisvery reason, Christ died
and returned to life so that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living."

Ther e have been many decisive battlesin history that have deter mined the dir ection of
history, but none so decisive as this one that determined the destiny of all mankind. Because
of Hisvictory over death thereis now an up for every down, and the up hasthefinal word.
Yesthereisdeath, but life hasthe last word. Yesthereisugliness, but beauty hasthe last
word. Yesthereisfalsehood, but truth hasthe last word. We could go on and on because the
radical r esurrection of Jesus has made all negatives temporary and all positives per manent.
That is why Paul was such an incurable optimist. That iswhy hecould writein Phil. 4:8,
"Whatever istrue, whatever isnoble, whatever isright, whatever is pure, whatever islovely,
whatever isadmirable, if anything is excellent or praiseworthy, think about such things."

Paul knew that when a Christian becomes a pessimist it is because they have taken their
eyes off of theradical resurrection. All the negative thingsof life are real, but they are not
permanent. They will be, not just out of style, but totally obsolete in the kingdom of Christ.
Therefore, the Christian has no business making them the focus of life. It isthe permanent
that isto be the focus, for in so doing we honor the victory Jesus gained by Hisradical
resurrection. When we are pessimists we are being pre-Easter in our thinking. Pre-Easter is
death oriented, but post-Easter islife oriented. Keep thisin mind every time you are thinking
negative, for it meansyou are taking your eyes off the radical resurrection. When thisisyour
focusyou will be able to say with Camus, "In the midst of winter | suddenly found that there
wasin mean invincible summer." Or sing with Charles W esley-

Jesus, my All-in-All thou art:

My rest in toil, my easein pain,

The healing of my broken heart,

In war my peace, in loss my gain,
My smile beneath the tyrant's frown:
In shame my glory and my crown.



In want my plentiful supply,

I n weakness my almighty pow'r,
In bonds my perfect liberty,

My light in Satan's darkest hour,
In grief my joy unspeakable,

My life in death, my All-in-All.

A Christ-centered mind isradically optimist and life-centered. Thereisno record of
anyone being able to stay dead in the presence of Christ. Every time Jesus confronted a
corpse He brought it to life. No one ever died in His presence, or stayed dead after He
arrived. Even thethief who died next to Him was promised to be alive with Him that very
day. No doubt, thereason Jesus did not cometo the home of Lazaruswhen He was dying was
becauseif He did Lazarus never would have died. Jesus had to stay away to give death a
chanceto doitsworst. Then He cameand raised him from the dead to demonstrate that even
after death hasdoneitsworst lifeis still superior. Jesus said on that occasion in John
11:25-26, "1 am theresurrection and the life. He who believesin me will live, even though He
dies, and whoever lives and believesin me will never die."

Thisisradical teaching. Nobody in history except Jesus made such radical claims. If you
don't think Jesuswasaradical, you are just not listening. The people who did listen said, " No
man ever spoke asthisman." InJohn 14:19 Jesus said, " He who has seen me has seen the
Father." Try and top that! When a man saysyou arelooking at God when you ar e looking at
me, you have reached the top rung on the ladder of theradical. You can't get beyond the
extreme of saying, as Jesusdid, " All power in heaven and on ear th isgiven unto me." Let's
faceit, Jesus was the most radical personality whoever walked this planet, and He made the
most radical claims, and did the most radical things, and at the center of it all isthe radical
resurrection. Jesus said in John 6:40, " For my Father'swill isthat everyone who looksto the
Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and | will raise Him up at the last day."

Theresurrection is so radical because it becomes the foundation for the ultimate plan of
God to have an eter nal family in heaven raised up from therealm of death to dwell with Him
forever. Thereisnothing moderate about the resurrection.

It isthe supremetruth of Christianity.

It isthe Mt. Rushmore of Christian memorials.
Itisthe Mt. Everest of Christian peaks.

It isthe Crown Jewels of Christian values.

It isthe Niagara Falls of Christian resour ces.

It isthe Great Pyramid of Christian per manence.
It isthe Grand Canyon of Christian awesomeness.
It isthe Rock of Gibraltar of Christian stability.
It isthe Sun of the Christian solar system.

Theresurrection isthe most radical event in history because it made the most radical
changesin history. You cannot exaggerateitsimportance. Y ou cannot excessively exalt it, or
find termsthat ar e too superlative to describe it. Paul madethisclear in| Cor. 15:14 where
hewrote, " ..if Christ has not been raised, our preaching isuseless and so isyour faith." The



proverb says, " Don't put all your eggsin one basket." God, however, does not always do the
conventional thing. Hedid put all Hiseggsin one basket, and it was the Easter basket that He
chose. Theentire plan of God hinges on thereality of the radical resurrection. If thisis not
real, the entire plan of God isahouse of cardsready to collapse into a meaningless heap. |f
Easter isnot true, then Christianity isasworthlessasarotten egg. But if it istrue, then all
the forces of hell cannot withstand itsradical power to change everything that sin has
corrupted and maderotten. It reversesthe ultimate wrong of death, and givesto usthe
ultimate right, which islife.

Two centuries ago a Russian Gener al named Rimniksky Suvarov faced an enemy that
greatly outnumbered him. But he motivated his army to advance, and they won an important
victory. He ordered all the captured enemy ammunition melted down and he made medals
out of it for hissoldiers. Thevery lead that wasintended to pierce their hearts and take their
lives was worn over their heartsin pride, for they had turned defeat into victory. What a
radical change from bullets of death to medals of life. That iswhat Jesusdid by Hisradical
resurrection to the cross. He made this object of horror and death a symbol of beauty and
life. By Hisresurrection He changed everything.

The epitaph of Jesus isthe most radical in all of history. All over the world the wordson
tombsand gravesare, " Herelies " the nameisgiven, but on thetomb of Jesus are
the words of the angel, "Heisnot here." That isradical. People goto famoustombs because
the bodies of well-known people arethere. But people go to thetomb of Jesusbecause His
body isnot there. If Hisbody was there, there would be no reason to go, for it would mean
that all He said was worthless, and that all He did was futile. But people go because the empty
tomb isthe radical symbol of Hisradical resurrection. That iswhat makes all that He said
and did the most radical truth and action in the history of the world.

In the 19th century it was a custom to bury valuable things with loved onesin order to
show your grief. Dante Gabriel Rossetti showed the extent of hisgrief by putting into coffin
of hiswife the manuscript of his poetry. These famouspoems laid in her armsfor years.
Then hebegan to doubt if thiswas the best place for hiscreativity to lie. He risked
imprisonment and fines by digging up her grave and retrieving his poetry. It waswet and
had to bedried leaf by leaf, but this poetry rescued from the graveis now in anthologies of
poetry all over the world. But asradical asthiswasit cannot begin to match theradical
resur rection of Jesus by which Heinspired poems by the millions.

Before Easter death was a dead end street, but by hisradical resurrection Jesus changed
it from aterminal to afreeway to the eternal city, and ever since, thejoy of the Easter
message has brought forth poetry and songs of praise and thanksgiving. There has never
been a more radical gift ever given than the one made possible by the radical resurrection.
An unknown poet wrote,

Thanksto Thee, O Christ victorious!
Thanksto Thee, O Lord of Lifel
Death hath now no power o'er us,
Thou hast conquered in thestrife.
Thanksbecause Thou didst arise



And hast opened Par adise!
None can fully sing the glory
Of theresurrection story.

Easter issoradical becauseit isthe basis for all the other Christian holidays and
celebrations. There would be no Christmas, lent, or Good Friday, or a Christian year at all if
there had been no Easter. Jesus could walk on water, feed the famished, heal the heart
broken, cure the contagious, hush the hurricane, lift the lowly, and teach the truth, but all of
thiswould bein vain if Hisbody did in thetomb remain. If thetomb of Jesus was not empty,
then all of therest of His life would be, for all the hopes of man for a radical victory over
death would be buried there with Him. But Jesuslives, and Hisradical resurr ection began to
change the wor Id right away.

A Roman magistrate said to the Christian prisoner before him, " | sentence you to death
as afollower of the Nazarene." Theprisoner replied, " Death sir isdead. It no longer has
power to make me afraid. Our M aster has conquer ed death and the grave and He told us,
'‘Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.'"
Rome had no weapon by which to counter act thisradical strategy of Christ. Thethreat of
death was the most powerful weapon in the world to coer ce and manipulate people. Jesus
took that away on Easter, and so it isno wonder that the cross of the despised Galilean
becamethe dominate symbol, and the Roman eagle began to fade.

Theresurrection of Jesusisthe most radical fact of history, and it is also the most radical
forcein history, for it changed the value placed upon every human being. Lifewascheap all
through pre-Easter history, but if Jesus died for all, and rose at all might have eternal life,
thischanged the value of every person. They now have infinite worth. Thiswasso radical a
changethat Celsus, the bitter critic of early Christianity, said that other teachersinvited the
clean and the wor thy to follow them, but Jesus called the rag, tag and bobtail of humanity.
Origin, the church father, answered the critic by writing, " Y es, but he does not leave them
therag, tag and bobtail of humanity, but out of the material you would have thrown away as
useless, he fashions men, giving them back their self-respect, enabling them to stand on their
feet and look God in th eye. They were cowed, cringing, broken things, but the Son has made
them free."

Theradical resurrection reversed so many of the values of theworld and enabled
ordinary men to live extraordinary lives. That isthe whole point of this passagein Rom. 6. If
we identify with the cross and resurrection of Christ, we can dieto sin and liveto God. The
resurrection madeit possible for any of usto livethelifethat is pleasing to God and
victorious over theforces of evil. Theresurrection life doesnot start after wedie. It starts
now in thislife, and it isaradical change from thelife of the flesh. The flesh life enjoysthe
physical, and by itself thisleadsto all sortsof sin. Theresurrection life enjoys higher values
of the spirit, and thiskeeps the enjoyment of the flesh consistent with those higher values. It
enables a person to fulfill the chief end of man, which isto glorify God and enjoy Him
forever.

The one problem involved in theresurrection lifeisthat you haveto diefirst to
experience it. Jesuscould not beraised until Hedied, nor can we. We will not all die



physically, for when Christ comes again those who are living will not die but be changed and
receive new bodies like those who are raised from the dead. But all Christians need to die
spiritually and be raised spiritually. Weneed to dieto sin and to liveto righteousness. We
need to dieto pride and to liveto humble service. We need to dieto greed and toliveto
generosity. Death and resurrection are a part of the whole process of becoming sanctified
and maturein Christ. The lesswe diethe lesswe can rise. The more we die the more we can
rise. Resurrection isalways after death, and so if people do not die there can belittlein the
way of rising.

It isone of the marvels of history that one poor man in England could care for the needs
of ten thousand orphans. George M uller not only build 5 spacious building to house or phans,
but he established day schools and Sunday schools all over the world. They touched up to 150
thousand children. It isestimated that heraised 7 and a half million dollars back in the
1800's. How could a man be so fruitful? When George was asked thishereplied, " There was
aday when | died, utterly died, died to George M uller, his opinions, preferences, tastes and
will-died to the world, its approval or censure; died to the approval or blame even of my
brethren and friends-and sincethen | have studied only to show myself approved to God."

The point is God could use all of usto care for thousands of or phans, but that themore
radical the death the moreradical the resurrection. If weare never crucified with Christ, we
will never beraised with Christ to live the resurrection life of victory. What that victory
meansto you and | will beradically different for each of us. None of the Apostles did what
Muller did, nor have any of the great Christians of our century. Each of us has a different
rolein God's plan, but that roleis morelikely to be fulfilled if we die daily and like the Sun
rise anew each day to walk in newness of life. D. L. M oody said, "Everyday | have alittle new
birth." Sarah Woolsey wrote-

Everyday is afresh beginning,

Every mornisthe world made new,

Y ou who are weary of sorrow and sinning,
Hereis a beautiful hope for you,-

A hope for me and a hope for you.

Everyday is afresh beginning;

Listen, my soul, to the glad refrain,

And, spite of old sorrow and older sinning,
And puzzles forecasted and possible pain,
Take heart with the day, and begin again.

Thisisradical teaching, but the fact is, the Scriptures support theidea that everyday is
resurrection day. Easter comesbut once ayear, but everyday isresurrection day. Paul did
not say that he diesonce ayear. He said that he diesdaily. Natureistoo slow a model for us
tofollow. Jesussaidin Luke 9:23," If any man would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow me." Note theword daily. What you did yesterday was
yesterday'slife. Today isanew day and tomorrow will be another new day, and every day of
your lifeisanew beginning. You haveto start all over on every one of them, and die to self,
and liveto God.



Salvation isa one for all experience. It isan act of faith by which wetrust in Jesus as
Savior, and we ar e born again into the family of God. It can happen by the simple prayer,
"Lord Jesusforgive me and come into my life" But the resurrection lifeisnot an event. It is
a processthat never ends. It isdaily and perpetual. Nothing we do no Easter will be of any
major consequence if we do not continue to do it theday after, and everyday after, for where
thereisno death there can be noresurrection. It dependsupon daily dying. Grasping this,
and then doing it, can make everyday an Easter, and everyday a day in which we experience
mor e of the power of theradical resurrection.

12. THE LAST BREAKFAST Based on John 21:1-14

The Bible says God's mercies ar e new every mor ning, and the result isthat many of His
blessings have cometo His people at breakfast. Hudson Taylor, thefounder of the China
Inland Mission, tells of thisevent in hislife as he prepared to go to China. When he got to
China he knew he would have to depend upon God alone, and so he began to practice while
yet in England. Hedecided that he would move man through God by prayer alone. He
worked for a man who needed to bereminded every time his salary was due. Taylor was
determined to trust God to move him and not do so directly. He began to pray for God to
bring this need to hisemployer's mind. Thetime camefor hisquarterly salary, but Dr.
Harley made no mention of the matter. Asthe day passed, Taylor prayed without ceasing
until finally he was down to one coin that was wor th about one dollar.

On Sunday he had a full day of Christian service, and after the last service at about 10 at
night a poor man asked him to come and pray for hiswife who wasdying. The man was a
Catholic and so he asked him why he did not send for a priest. The man explained that he
had, but the priest would not come without a payment of 18 pence which the man did not
possess. That reminded Taylor of just how poor he was also at that point. Hislast coin wasin
his pocket and all he had at home was some water -gr uel for breakfast. He had nothing for
dinner the next day. Hethought how gladly would | give something to these poor peopleif |
only had mor e, but to part with hislast coin wasnot even thinkable. When he got to the home
he saw a miser able and wr etched sight with five children with sunken cheeks. They were
slowly starving, and there was the poor exhausted mother lying on a pallet.

He began to struggle with himself. He tried to offer words of comfort, but inside he was
calling himself ahypocrite, for hewastelling them to trust God, but he would not trust God
alone. Hewasclinging to that last coin asif that was hisonly hope. He prayed and rose to
leave. Thefather said, " You see theterriblestatewearein. If you can help us, for God's
sakedo!" At that moment theword flashed into hismind, " Give to him that asketh of thee."
Hereached into his pocket and pulled out hislast coin and gave it tothe man. Joy flooded his
heart, and he was again on track of trusting God alone and not God plus a coin. He wal ked
home rejoicing, and that night hereminded the Lord of HisWord which said, " He that giveth
tothe poor lendeth totheLord." Heasked God to not let hisloan be along onefor he had no



dinner for the next day.

The next morning herose and sat down to eat hislast plate of porridge. While he was
consuming thisfinal bit of food, there was aknock at thedoor. It wasthe postman with avery
unusual Monday morning delivery. When he opened the letter he found a blank piece of
paper out of which fell half a sovereign. He writes, " Praisethe Lord," | exclaimed, " Four
hundred per cent for a 12 hour investment." Thiswas not the end of the story for he did get
his salary also in answer to prayer, but thisblessing at breakfast so convinced Taylor that he
could trust God alone to meet his every need that he went on to start the greatest missionary
movement in the history of China. That breakfast wasthe beginning of a great movement in
fulfilling the Great Commission.

Jesus lovesto do some great things at breakfast. Aswe focus our attention on the beautiful
breakfast on the beach in John's Gospel, let uskeep in mind that it was indeed
the last breakfast. We hear much of the last supper, but here was the last breakfast that Jesus
had with His disciples, asfar astherecord of the Biblereveals. |t wasalso a br eakfast of
beginnings, for Jesus heretaught the disciples the same lesson Hudson Taylor needed to
learn. Hetaught them that He can supply their every need, so they areto follow Him and fish
for men, and trust in Him alone. This breakfast was also the beginning of a great missionary
movement. The movement that began the history of fulfilling the Great Commission.

M any great movements begin with decisions made around a meal. Her e isone of the
greatest ever to begin at a breakfast. Breakfast isthe most unsociable of all meals. How often
do you have peopleover for breakfast? Itisthe least elaborate and most monotonous of
meals, and yet many experts say it isthe key meal of theday. Thereareeven poets who will
rank it thenumber one meal for pure pleasure.

Dinner may be pleasant,
So my social tea;

But yet methinks that breakfast
Isbest of all thethree.

Irvin S. Cobb said, " Next to the Magna Carta, and Englishman's breakfast is his most sacred
right."

Since the Jews generally ate only two meals a day it is likely they felt quite strong about
their breakfast also, and especially after working all night, as did the disciplesin this context.
This last br eakfast was nothing elaborate, but it isthe most mouth watering meal described in
thelife of Christ and His disciples. It isof interest to note how often food isinvolved in the
resurrection appear ances of Jesus. In Luke 24:30 we read of how He took bread and blessed
and broke it and gave it to the two companions He had met on the road to Emmaus. They
recognized Him in the breaking of the bread.

Later that night Jesus appeared to the disciplesand in Luke 24:41-43 weread, "He said to
them, have you anything hereto eat? They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He took it
and ate before them." In both of theser eferences we see Jesus at an evening meal, and this
last one was mor e like a midnight snack of left over fish. But when we cometo thislast



breakfast we get detailslike no where else in the Gospels. Verse 9 shows us a charcoal fire on
the beach with fish frying on it and bread being toasted. |f you have ever been camping you
know the appetite that the open air develops. You can just imagine what a sight and smell
that wasto those hungry fisher men.

Jesus knew they would be hungry, and so He prepared this delicious fish breakfast. Fish
for breakfast is not very common for most of us, but a study of history, and books on
nutrition, reveal that Jesuswasa very wise cook. He may have donethisoften for His
disciplesinthat Hewas aearly riser. We only have thisonerecord, however, and we see
Jesus making fish for breakfast. Helen Brown, a br eakfast expert, saysthat for a good
protein diet the American people should have fish for breakfast. The early Americansdid.
The early presidents had cod fish cakes for breakfast. In 1888 a nutrition expert, Thomas
Murrey, wrote, " Would it not be beneficial wer e the average American to substitute fish for
the everlasting steak and chops of a breakfast table." Jesus, of course, did not havethe
choices of cereal or eggsand bacon. He used what was common every day food of that day.

The point that most expositors focus on hereistheidentification of therisen Christ with
our humanity. We do not see Jesus anywherein His earthly ministry more involved in the
common place realties of everyday life than we see Him here asHe cooks breakfast. He has
just demonstrated that it isHe and not the mythological god Neptune who controlsthe sea.
Heisthe onewho got them a great catch of fish, and yet in spite of being the L ord of all
natur e He stoopsto ser ve human natur e by cooking br eakfast for Hisdisciples. TheLord's
supper was prepared by others, but theLord's breakfast isreally just that, it isthe Lord's
breakfast that He prepared Himself. Thisisthe only men's breakfast we read about in the
Bible, and theL ord of theuniver seisboth thehost and the cook.

Theincongruity of what was happening was hard for the disciplesto adjust to. The
paradox of the King of Kings frying fish for these grimy fishermen was mor e than they could
copewith. Verse1l2 reveals the confusion of their minds. None dare ask Him who are you?
They knew it wasthe Lord, they knew, yet it didn't seem possible, and so they questioned the
reality of what they wer e experiencing. For Jesusto appear in the upper room and show His
nail-pierced hands made sense. That was a place of sacred memory for them all. To appear
in the garden to Mary was a beautiful and logical appearance. Had Jesus comein the clouds
they would have shouted for joy. But now they come ashore and discover the Lord busy
around a camp fire cooking them breakfast, and they wer e puzzled.

Ther e was no par able coming from His mouth. No profound theological dissertation was
on Hislips. Hisonly wordswere, " Come and get it." It wasalso commonplacethey just
could not recognize how their risen Lord fit into thisrole He was playing. What did Jesus do
after He conquered man'sgreatest enemy? What did He do after Herose victoriousas L ord
of all time and eternity? He fixed breakfast for His disciples. Jesus wasgoing from the
mar velousto the mini; from thetremendousto thetrivial; from the magnificent to the
mediocre. John ends His Gospel by telling usthat Jesus did so many other thingsthat the
world could not hold all the books if they were all written down. Yet, with all that material to
select from, he chose to end his Gospel with the risen Lord making breakfast on the beach.
Ther e has got to be profound implicationsin this breakfast.



I am convinced that the purpose of it isto make clear that though Jesusis ascended to the
right hand of the Father, He is still one of us. The humanity of Jesus sur vived death as well as
Hisdeity. He still enjoyed the common pleasures of life like fishing, and eating breakfast in
the open air. Thisclosing chapter of John should impress uson how much Jesus lovesthe
commonplace realties of our humanity. It also supportsthose who believe that in the eternal
kingdom the redeemed will continue to enjoy many of the common pleasures of this life.
Commonness was the great note of the incar nation. His birth wasascommon and as earthly
as that of any fisherman. His ministry was preceded by Hisworking with the commonplace
tools of the car penter. During Hisministry Helived and labor ed among the common people.
All Hislife Jesus was the Christ of the common people.

Johnisin thislast chapter making surethat Jesus does not lose that identity with the
common people because of thereality of Hisresurrection, and departureinto the realm of the
spirit. Itispossibleto so exalt Jesusthat weremove Him from involvement with our
everyday lives. Thislast breakfast helps prevent us from that mistake. Thislast breakfast
should play a greater rolein our livesthan Christianshave allowed it to be historically. We
have the church of the resurrection; the church of the ascension, and the church of the
transfiguration. They all capitalize on the super natural eventsin thelife of Jesus. But where
isthe church of the bread and fish? Wher e isthe church of the charcoal, or the church of
Christ the cook? Nobody builds templesto the commonplace. Peter on the Mr. of
Transfiguration wanted to build three taber nacles, but no such impulse came over him on the
beach.

It isa universal aspect of human nature, for we are motivated by the spectacular, but we
tend to missthe joy and meaning of the commonplace. Because of thiswe miss much of the
fellowship we ought to havewith our Lord, for Heis ever present in the everyday events of
life, and not just the spectacular events. John 21 isacommentary on the Great Commission
promise, "Low | am with you always." Thismeans, not just in crusades and revivals, but at
breakfast. G. Campbell M organ, the prince of expositors, feels we have missed a vital truth
taught by thislast br eakfast. We feel we must put a gap between breakfast and spiritual
work, or some gulf between fishing on Satur day and wor shiping on Sunday. M organ says we
fail to seethe fullness of the Gospel until we seethe unity of the sacred and the secular. He
said in a sermon to mothers and wives,

...When tomorrow morning you are up laying afire,
preparing a breakfast, remember that the Lord of
glory built a fire and cooked a breakfast. Thisisa
wonder ful sanctification of life; thisisan illuminating
glory that transfiguresthe commonplace and makes it
special. Let uscancel theword " Secular," or at least
some of our uses of it. Thereisnothing secular. Our
Lord transmuted the commonplace, base metal, and
made it the fine gold of the sanctuary of God, when He
prepared that breakfast and waited upon those hungry
men.

If you doubt whether Jesus cares about the ultimate values of life and your forgiveness and



cleansing from sin, remember the L ord's Supper. But when you doubt that Jesusis
concer ned about the routine commonplace everyday needs of life, remember the last

br eakfast.

13. THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION Based on
Eph. 1:15-23

For the man who has everything there isnow a solar-powered headstone. John Dilks, a
computer engineer for Western Electric designed this headstone with a recording device and
a video display screen, which will display a biographical account and a computerized
photograph. Dilks Creative Tombstone I ncor porated offers many options so you won't be
just one of the crowed in the cemetery. You can get a voice-activated box if you don't want
just anybody toying with your tombstone tapes. Other optionsinclude sensorsto tell when a
visitor isapproaching, and when the gr ass needs cutting. He will even include a nozzle that
will spray incense. For those who really think long range you can include messages for future
generations, and so you will be able to speak some wor ds of wisdom to your gr eat, great,
great, great grandchildren.

The potential of thisdevice called " Imitations of Immortality" are nearly endless. And
the cost is only 39,500 dollars, if you throw in the bulletproof glassto protect from vandals.
Future gener ations will be going to the cemetery for multimedia presentations from the
grave. Death will beto some degree swallowed up in this death denying Disney L and display
of data. Technology has made it possible for moder n man to talk from the tomb, and this
gives him a sense of power over death.

Thisisall merechild's play compared to the game being played by the men described in
the book The Tomorrow Makers. We are talking about the top resear chers of our day who
are convinced that downloading will happen in our lifetime. Thismeans that man will be able
to figure out how to make a copy of the human brain just like we now make copies of movies
on videotape. The brain can be hooked up to a computer and a copy made, and then that
copy can be put into arobot, which will then be controlled by that tape of thebrain. When
the machine wear s out or becomes obsolete the brain can be transferred to a new model.

Thisisnot fantasy. It isthe seriousresearch goingon in Carnegie-Mellon, MIT
Stanford, and in Japan. Many of these resear chers have a passion to never die, but become
immortal by means of downloading. They believe that this could bethe last generation that
will haveto die. Hans Moravec says, "We are on a threshold of achangein the universe
comparableto thetransition from non-lifeto life." Modern man istruly excited about the
potential of developing power over death, and why shouldn't he be, for death is no friend.



Death isthefinal foethat man must somehow defeat if he isto live forever.

The problem is that man in his pride always wants to try the M oby Dick approach to life.
M oby Dick isHerman M elville's classic about Captain Ahab's search for afierce white whale.
On the surface the novel seemslike a story about whale hunting, but it goes much deeper.
Some consider it one of the most deeply theological novelsever written in America. When
Melville finished the book hewr ote in apersonal letter to Nathaniel Hawthorne, " | have
written a wicked book." Thiswaslong beforethe" Save the whales" movement, and so he
was not feeling guilty about the obsession of Ahab to get revenge on M oby Dick for his lost
leg. He wasfeeling guilty because hisbook wasreally about God and man. The whalein all
its brilliant whiteness was a symbol of God, and Ahab's obsession to hunt down the whale
represents man's mad pur suit to reduce God to hisslavein order to control God and useHis
power to achieve human ends.

The technological search for immortality is Captain Ahab at work. M an wantsto figure
out some way to live forever without doing it God'sway. M an wantsto bein control and do it
hisway. In other words, it isthe same old story of a works salvation. Man does not want a
handout and a salvation by free grace. He wantsto get it by his own power, even if he hasto
captureheavenly power to doit. All of history is apower struggle between God and man, or
M oby Dick and Ahab.

The good news of Easter isthat the power to conquer death isalready available to those
who will humble themselvesto receiveit asa gift. The power of the resurrection isso much
greater than anything man has even imagined. In the power of the resurrection of Christ
ther e is available the power to give every person in history the gift of eternal life. And not
mer ely mechanical lifethat islived by a machine, but thelife of areal person in relationship
to other eter nal persons, including the Person of therisen Christ.

Wedo haveto give man credit, for heison theright track. 1f man is goingto live
forever he must have a power source. The problem with science and technology isthat it is
limited to the power available in creation. That is mind- boggling power, but the Bible says it
isbut the work of God's finger. TheBible, on the hand, putsusin touch with the work of
God's Son, and not just Hisfinger, but His only begotten Son, and in the Son we ar e dealing
with the power of the resurrection. Thisispower that ismore than mind-boggling, for it is
spirit-boggling. Itis power so incomparable that Paul in thispassage uses all the resour ces of
the Greek language to make usrealize that this was the greatest event in history for the sheer
magnitude and might of this miracle. Paul assembles her e the greatest array of termsfor
power that we find anywhere in the New Testament. Verse 19is the power pack of the Bible.
What did it take to get the body of Jesus back to life out of the tomb, and ascended to the
right hand of God? Paul says it took-

1. POWER. The Greek word her eis dunimis from which we get dynamite.

2. ENERGY. The Greek word hereisenergia.

3. MIGHTY STRENGTH. It took only thework of God's finger to create this vast univer se,
but when Heraised Jesus from the dead it took even almighty God the flexing of His muscles.

Theresurrection of Jesus was nho snap even for God. It was not a mere saying let there be



lifeand therewaslife. 1t took the exertion of infinite ener gy to accomplish this miracle of all
miracles. Every miracle of the Bible fallsinto the category of minor miracles in comparison
to the only miracle in its class, which was the mega miracle of the resurrection. When we are
talking about the power of the resurrection we ar e talking about the power of the Sour ce.
Thisis power at itsgreatest, and thisisthe peak and pinnacle of power. Thereisno concept
of power that rises aboveit, for it is the ultimate demonstration of God'spower. God
operates on different levels of power just aswe all do. Isa. 52:10 portrays God asrolling up
His sleeves and flexing Hismuscles. " The L ord will lay bare His holy arm in the sight of all
the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of theLord."

Itisnot asthough omnipotenceisstretched by harder projects, but just that even
omnipotence hasto exert greater energy to accomplish certain things, and the ultimate
exertion of power waswhen God raised Jesus from thedead. Right away thisshould provoke
a question in our minds-why should it take so much of God'sinfinite power to raise Jesus
from the dead? After all, there were othersraised from the dead in both the Old and New
Testaments. They were marvelous miracles and rank among the greatest miracles, but there
isno stressthat they took special power to accomplish. Thisforcesusto see theresurrection
of Jesusastotally different from all other resurrections. All the otherswerereally a matter
of resuscitation. The spirit wasrestored to the body and they went on living for atime, but
they all eventually died again. There was escape and postponement of death, but no real
conquering of death in all the other resurrections.

In order to seethe uniqueness of the resurrection of Christ we need to see the uniqueness
of His death. Nobody ever died like Jesus. M any died on the cross, but no one ever died
tasting death for all people. On Jesus was laid the iniquity of usall, and Jesus died for the
sinsof theworld. The Bible says He actually becamesin for us. Hewho knew no sin took on
all sin, and He took on the wages of all sin, which was death. He was the only man who never
deserved death, and yet Heistaking on Himself the death that all other men do deserve. This
isthe one and only ultimate death. Most die for themselves; some die for their friends, and a
few die for alar ger group, but nobody ever died for all people but Jesus.

When death took Jesus He was the most dead person that ever was. No other personin
history had ever been so dead, for Hewas held in death's grip by trillionsupon trillions of sin
that made Him the rightful possession of death. The wages of sin is death, and Jesus picked
up thetab for every sinner that ever wasor will be. Thisone of akind radical death
demanded mor e than a mere restoration of the spirit and the body. Thisdemanded an all out,
head on confrontation of the power of heaven and hell, of light and darkness, of life and
death. Thiswasnot the battle of the century, but thiswas the heavy weight champion of the
univer se, which would determine the destiny of the univer se and all who have ever lived.
Raising Jesuswas equivalent to raising every person who had ever died.

Raising othersfrom the dead waslike reaching over the fence and plucking a apple from
the tree of an enemy and bringing it back to your side of the fence. Raising Jesus was more
like an all out evasion into enemy territory to take every orchard and every tree and every
appleinto His possession. Paul saysthat Jesusled captivity captive. All who were under the
power of Satan were liberated, and Jesus became the conquering King over hell itself, and He
took possession of the keys of death and hell. What a powerful victory when the most in



bondage to death person who had ever existed, not only gets free himself, but becomesthe
Lord over death with theright to grant freedom to all He chooses.

Thiswas not a mere miracle, but the mega miracle of all time. Thistook the wisdom and
power of God in full strength. God pulled out all stops and exerted power like never before to
rescue His Son and completethe plan of salvation for mankind. We celebrate the power of
the alliesthat gave usvictory over the axis powers. We celebrate the power of science that
gives us so much in the way of convenience and pleasure, but our ultimate celebration of
power isthe power of the resurrection. By this power our Lord became the Lord of all other
powersin the universe, and thus assuring usthat the story of history will have a happy ending
for all who acknowledge His Lordship. By thepower of the resurrection Jesusbecame Lord
of the past, the future and the present.

I.THE RISEN CHRIST ASLORD OF THE PAST.

Ordinarily itistruethat even God cannot change the past. Whatever has been has been,
and even omnipotence cannot make it so that it never was. Even if God blotsit out and no
longer remember sit-it still was. So basically the past cannot be changed, but the power of the
resurrection was so great that it did change the past. Paul wrote, "Asin Adam all dieso in
Christ shall be made alive." Thewhole past of human history has been based on Adam'sfall,
but because of theresurrection of Christ that isall different now, for even the past
generations come under the Lordship of Christ, and they will live because of His power, and
they will be judged by His power.

In the power of the resurrection Jesus changed the whole relationship of God and man.
Jesus was always the Son of God for all eternity, but it was as Spirit and not asman. When
He wasraised from the dead His manhood became a part of His eternal being, and not just
His incarnational being. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, and Jesus was
flesh and blood. Hishumanity wasnot immortal. If it would have been He could not have
died. TheGod-Man union of theincar nation was a step on the way to the complete union of
God and man for eternity, and the completion took place by the power of theresurrection. It
fused together the God-M an partner ship forever. Befor ethe resurrection Jesus was capable
of dying and having His human nature divided from His divine nature. After the
resur rection this wasno longer possible for Hishumanity and deity became one forever.

So radical wasthisevent that nothing like it ever happened befor e, for on Easter we have
the birth of the Son of God. Jesusexperienced a new birth in the power of the resurrection.
Never before had there been a being composed of immortal manhood and eternal deity. That
iswhy Paul makes Easter the day of God'sreceiving a new Son into Hisfamily. Hewritesin
Rom. 1:3-4, "Regarding His Son, who asto His human natur e was a descendent of David, and
who thr ew the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to bethe Son of God by His
resurrection from the dead." Theresurrection declared Jesus to be the Son of God, says
Paul. But Hewas alwaysthe Son of God wasn't He? YesHewas, but not asan immortal
man. He was made in the power of the resurrection something He had never been before,
and so Hewas anew being. Hewasthefirst of Hiskind, and thefirst fruits of a whole harvest
of the redeemed who would become immor al people.



God had never had a Son liketherisen Christ. Thiswasthe goal of incarnation and the
cross, and it was prophesied in the Old Testament. Paul in Acts 13:32-33 makesthis point in
his preaching. "Wetell you the good news: What God promised our fathers He has fulfilled
for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. Asitiswritten inthe second Psalm, you are my
Son: Today | have becomeyour Father." The day of Christ'sresurrection wastheday He
became the Son of God, and God became His Father in a way that never existed before. The
past was radically changed. Christmas was when God came down to manhood. Easter was
when man was lifted up to Godhood.

Power isassociated with Easter more than with Christmas because it took an enormously
greater amount of divine energy to lift man up than for God to come down. Christmasis God
born from the womb as the Son of Man. Easter is man born from the tomb as the Son of
God. Easter fulfillsthe purpose of Christmas, and it completes God's goal of more than
restoring man to God's fellowship, but of incorporating Him into the family of God asHis
immortal children. Man lived in bondage to death all through history. It wasthe inevitable,
inescapable and irreversible foe, but Jesus brought life and immorality to light.

We do not know fully what Peter was getting at, but it is clear that he is saying that the
risen Christ isLord of the past when hewritesin | Peter 3:18-20. "He was put to death in the
body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also He went and preached to the spiritsin
prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah." Easter
changed all the past because it made Jesus Lord of the past.

Peter isteaching that the power of theresurrection enabled therisen Christ to go back into
the past and by preaching seek to changethat past. We do not know all that thisimplies. Itis
just another of the mind-boggling hintsasto the power of theresurrection, and of how it
made therisen Christ Lord of the past. Next we see-

Il. THE RISEN CHRIST ASLORD OF THE FUTURE.

Paul's prayer for the Ephesiansin verse 18 isthat " The eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which He has called you." Therewasa
play in New York called, "On A Clear Day You Can See Forever." Easter isthat clear day
for the Christian. It wasthe day that opened up forever for mankind. Not only wasthe stone
rolled away from the tomb, but the clouds wer e rolled away from the sky and man was
permitted to seetheinvisible and infinite destiny of humanity in Christ.

Three astronomer sat the University of Arizonafound two mor e galaxies at least 17
billion light years away. They feel that man is coming close to seeing to the very edge of the
observable universe. But no matter how power ful a telescope man can build, he can never see
forever. Thispower isfound only in therisen Lord who isthe Lord of forever, and who alone
can open up to usavision of the eternal destiny of the believers.

Paul does not give us any description of eter nity here as he does elsewhere, but he does say
something crucial in verse 21 wher e he describes the power of the resurrection, which was
also the power of the ascension which seated Jesus at theright hand of God in the heavenly
realm. Paul addsin verse 21, " Far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and

every titlethat can be given, not only in the present age but also in the oneto come."



The power of the resurrection catapulted Jesus, the eter nal God-M an, to the pinnacle of
power for all time and eternity. The whole political structure of the univer se was changed
forever by the ascension of Jesusto the right hand of God. He was not just the chief
executive officer, or the president, or the chairman of the board, but He wasKing of Kings
and Lord and Lords as absolute head over everything and everyone. M an was given
dominion over the earth by God in creation, but by the power of the resurrection man in
Christ was given dominion over the entire universe. Now the future destiny of ever ything
and everyoneisin Hishands. He got the wholeworld in His hands, and gr eater yet, He has
the whole universein His hands. Our faith in afantastic and fabulousfuture is founded upon
this fact of what the power of the resurrection did to the per son and position of our Lord.

It isafallen world, and evil is power ful. There is so much suffering and injustice, and it
would be intolerable if we did not have the hope of arisen Lord who will make sure that evil
will not win. Thereis ahappy ending of the story of history for all who get in on the power of
theresurrection by faith in Jesus. Paul saysit so clearly in Rom. 10:9, " ..if you confess with
your mouth, Jesusis Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved." Our eternal destiny is determined by plugging into the power of the
resurrection. If you are linked to the Lord of forever, you will also live with Him forever.
You can see forever by the power of the resurrection-that power that made Jesus Lord of all
the past and all the future. Helen Roger s Smith wrote,

He lifted from the dust,

The cross of shame;

And gavetoitaglory and aname
Toliveforever in the hearts of men-

And bring them comfort, faith and peace, again.

He lifted from the depths,

The soul of man-

Oppressed by toil and wrong since time began;
And gaveto it adignity and worth,

In Him revealed, above the wealth of earth.

Helifted from thegrave,

Eternal life-

Triumphant over pain and grief and strife;
Our hope and stay along a war-worn way,
Whose end is-Christ!

Thefocusof all ison Christ, for the power of theresurrection has madetherisen Lord,
Lord of the future. We don't haveto be concerned about the past, and be puzzled about how
peoplewill be saved who lived before Christ and never heard of a Messiah. Jesusis Lord of
the past, and He will settle all such issues wisely and compassionately. We do not need to be
concer ned about the future and wonder how the world's mess will all get straightened out.
TheLord of the futurewill also take car e of all theseissues. Our only concern should be for
the present where we can make choicesthat either put usin contention with or cooperation
with the power of theresurrection. Solet'slook finally at-



[11. THE RISEN CHRIST ASLORD OF THE PRESENT.

We look back at the scared cross and ahead to the second coming, but let us not forget to
look up to the sovereign crown, for Jesusreignsnow asLord. Theidea of waiting for Jesus
and His futurekingdom is ahindranceif it causesusto be blind to the fact that His kingdom
isalready here. Just because spring is not yet herein all of itsfullness does not mean it is not
here, and so it iswith the kingdom of our Lord. Heisalready the head of everything and
Lord of all. Everything that will beisalready to some degree areality. Paul makesthis clear
in Eph. 2:5-6 where he saysthat God " ...hasmade us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the
heavenly realmsin Christ Jesus.." We have alr eady been resurrected from the dead, and we
have already been raptured into heaven to reign with Christ. The head is already there and
so the body isguar anteed to bethere. Itissocertainthat itisalready areality.

The challenge of the Christian life isto tap into the power of theresurrection and make
the future certainty a present reality. Thiswasthelonging and the goal of the Apostle Paul.
He wrotein Phil. 3:10-11, " | want to know Christ and the power of Hisresurrection and the
fellowship of sharingin His suffering, becoming like Him in His death, and so, somehow, to
attain to theresurrection from thedead." This profound passage isworth a message in itself,
but we can only take note of the fact that Paul linked his own futureresurrection to his
present knowing of Christ and the power of Hisresurrection. The head that once was
crowned with thornsis crowned with glory now, and by the power of the resurrection we can
also now bevictorious Christians. Easter power isa now power, for it isthe power to defeat
vices and defend virtues.

Notice that the power of theresurrection isjust a potential power in our lives. Itisthe
power that is already changed the whole past and the whole future, but it isnot an automatic
power in our present. If that wasthe case, Paul would not belongingto know this power. Itis
like the power you have in your home. It does not wor k regar dless of what you do. You have
to plug thingsin and turn them on. Y ou haveto have knowledge of power and how to make
it work for you to get the benefit of it. So it iswith the power of theresurrection. You need
topray for it, seek it and strive to know how to be a channel for it. If Paul did not haveit all
together, and if hewas still longing to know mor e of how he could be a channel of thispower,
we do not haveto feel bad that we are not there yet. But we should feel bad if we do not long
as he did to know Christ better and to know the power of Hisresurrection. Heisthe source
of all the power that can make us per sons of power in the present.

In the power of the resurrection our past isforgiven and our futureis guaranteed, but
what about right now? Aschannels of resurrection power what might we do and be right now
that would exalt theliving Christ and give Him victory over the for ces of darknessin this
present evil world? The power of the resurrection isto make us agents of beauty in an ugly
world. It changed the ugliness of the crossinto an object of beauty. It isthe power that
enables usto love our enemies, and to do good unto all men. Itisthe power to forgive 70
times 7, and the power to be patient and kind, and to be all that loveis. It isthe power to
change all of our relationships and make them mor e positive. It isthe power to bewhat God
wants usto be.



The power to live for now isthe same asthe power to live forever, for it is power of the
resurrection. That iswhy the Christian life continueswhereit began. We are saved by faith
in Christ. In Christ aloneisthe power to liveforever. But Paul longed for the power of the
resurrection in his present life because he still lived in the flesh and had struggles. He cried
out in Rom. 7, "Who will rescue me from this body of death?" And he answershis own
question, " Thanks beto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." The power for time and
eternity isinthe power of theresurrection. |If you want to live before you die, and then after
you die, your only hopeistheliving Christ. May God help usall to be like Paul in our longing

to experience the power of theresurrection.

14. THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION Based on
Phil. 3:1-16

John Scott Harrison was the only man in the history of our nation who was the son of one
president and the father of another. A man of such distinction you would think would be
treated with great respect in hisdeath, but the fact was, nobody was safe in 1878 when he
died. Body snatching was at a peak. The demand for bodiesin medical schools was so great
that men became expertsin grave robbing. John and Ben wer e his two sons, and they wer e
deter mined that their father's body would be secure.

They had his grave sealed with brick and cement, and then had large stones placed on top
of it. They hired awatchman to check the grave every hour. In spite of all these precautions
the body of John Harrison ended up in the Ohio medical college. The shock of thislead the
Ohio General Assembly, in 1881, to pass alaw permitting medical schools to use unclaimed
bodies. This put an endto grave robbing.

| sharethisbit of history in order to point out that men have always had the power to
break into thetomb. The ancient Egyptianstook elaborate precautionsto protect the wealth
they buried with their Pharaohsin the pyramids. But to the great disappointment of
ar cheologists, thieves found a way in and removed the treasures centuries before they found
theway in. All through history man has developed the skill to get him into graves and tombs,
and to take what the dead had to offer. What man lacked was the power to break out of the
tomb. Getting in was not necessarily easy, but getting out was impossible. That iswhy Easter
isthe special day that it is, for Easter isthe day we celebr ate the discovery of the power to
break out of the grip of the grave.

Many a tomb has been broken into, but the tomb of Jesusisunique in that it wasatomb
broken out of. It wastruly an inside job. Helen Frazee-Bower put thistruth so beautifully in
poetry.



Onehelped Him bare Hiscrossup Calvary,

And there were those who placed Him in the tomb.
But when He burst death's bonds and cameforth free
No human handswere in that narrow room.

No one but God could reach beyond the rim

Of death's confines and touch the dark unknown:
Though there wer e those who longed to do for Him,
When Jesusrose He did it all alone.

No one but God? Then truly Hewas God!
And isan will beevermore. And those

Who trust His grace sleep not beneath the sod:
They are not dead. Because the Savior rose,
Thesetoo shall rise. Thetomb isopen wide-
The stone was rolled away by Oneinside.

Thismakes Easter a day in which there was a display of unpr ecedented power. Others had
been raised from the dead before, but by someone else outside the tomb. Jesus was the first
and only person to rise by His own power. Jesus said in John 10:17-18, " Thereason the
Father loves meisthat | lay down my life-only to takeit up again. No one takesit from me,
but I lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down and authority to takeit up
again." Nooneever beforeor since has had that kind of authority. That iswhy, if you want
to know the power of the resurrection, you must know Jesus, for Heisthe only sour ce of such
power .

Paul was a man of authority. He had great credentials, and was a man of power in the
Jewish community. He had the power of prestige, which comeswith a great heritage, good
education, and belonging to theright circles. Paul had the power to push people around and
per secute them if they did not confor m to the values of his heritage. He was a powerful man
for hewas not only a leader in Judaism, but he was also a Roman citizen. But thispowerful
man tells the Philippiansthat he did not know what power was until he met Christ. In
comparison, all of hisother powers became mererubbish, and the loss of them was nothing
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ. It isin thiscontext that Paul makes
the statement in verse 10, "I want to know Christ and the power of Hisresurrection." We
want to focus on the thr ee characteristics of this power that are evident in this passage.

I.A PASSIONATE POWER.

It isan emotionally compelling power. Passionate means fer vent, enthusiastic, and zealous.
Itisan intense power that motivates and dominates. Paul is not expressing acraving for
information. He knows about Jesus, and even unbeliever s can know about Jesus. Helongs
to know the person and the power of Christ experientially. Itisapassionatedesire for
relationship. Paul knowsthere is power in who you know, and the power of knowing Christ is
the greatest power of all. Paul would not deny theimportance of " know thyself," but his
passion was to know the Savior.

We know that power corrupts and that Christians do not escape the corruption that



comes with power. That iswhy thereisamixed feeling about Paul's passion for power, and
his clear ambition to rise to higher levels of power. It can be scary when a man longs for
power. Jesuswarned of the danger of power. He wastempted Himself to use the power of
politics, showmanship, or compromise with Satan to achieve His goals. Jesusr gjected all
abuse of power. Herejected force and violence, and said that we are to put up our sword, and
be careful not to pull up the wheat with thetares. All forms of coer cive power which do not
respect the freedom of the will are inconsistent with godly power.

Thereisgreat danger in a passion for power. It costs Judas hislife and his placein history
among the twelve. But we need not fear Paul's passion for power, for he longs for the power
of the resurrection, and thisisa power distinctly differ ent from all other powers.
Resurrection power isthe power to help, to hope, and to heal. Had Jesusrisen from the dead
and gone back to Jerusalem to wreak vengeance on the Phariseesand rulersof | srael, we
could be fearful of the power of theresurrection. But Jesus came out of the tomb with a
spirit of love and not of revenge. Hisconcern wasthat the whole world benefit from what He
had done on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. He wanted His sheep fed, cared for, trained,
and then empower ed by the Holy Spirit to go into all the world to preach the Good News of
His salvation.

The measure of a man iswhat he does with power, and Jesus was the most power ful
per son in the univer se after Hisresurrection. We do not see Jesus spending a second in
trying to get even for the hatred, rgjection, and suffering He had to endure. He now had the
power to go and nail Herod, Pilate, and all the Jewish leader s to crosses, but that was over
and past, and what mattered to Jesus was the future. Thefuturewasto be onefilled with the
power to bring life out of death, and light where darkness oncereigned. The futurewasto be
filled with help, hope, and healing.

Thereisno need to fear a passion for resurrection power, for it will never be a power that
crushesor destroys. It will always be apower to lift and love the fallen and feeble.
Resurrection power isone kind of power we can afford to crave with passionate ambition. In
aworld where lives are continually blinded and blighted and blasted by the power of evil it is
asin not to have a passion for power to make a difference, and the only power that can make
alasting differenceisthe power of the resurrection.

Thispower made the greatest difference in history of any event. The Supreme Court of
heaven on the third day rever sed the decision of the lower court that sentenced Jesusto die.
Never has a death sentence been reversed after it was already executed so that the
condemned wasrestored to life. Thiswasthe most unique event in history, and the power of it
was awesome, and it changes everything. Paul had a passion for this power because the power
of theresurrection isthe power to reverse all of the effects of sin and evil. In the power of the
resurrection fear can be changed to faith; hate can be changed to love, and despair can be
changed to joy.

Paul's passion for resurrection power isa passion for life. Thereisgood reason why the
rabbit is a symbol of Easter. Rabbitshave apassion for life. They multiply rapidly with 5 or
6 littersa year. They also livein dark holesin the earth, and so you can see how they are a
natural illustration of theresurrection. They represent the power of lifeto rise out of the



dar kness of the ear th.

There are those who say that Jesus was just revived by the coolness of the tomb and never
did really die. Thisisavery superficial view of the resurrection. | love the way Leslie
Weatherhead answer sthisview. He writes, " Such a suggestion asks mor e of credulity than
orthodoxy asks of faith. How could a person too weak befor e his crucifixion to carry his cross,
who had been scourged, tortured, nailed to a cross through the hot hours of a whole day, and
into whose side a spear had been thrust, drawing not only blood but the water -like serum in
the pericardial sac-or else urine from the bladder-get off a stone slab in the dark, remove his
own tightly wound wrappings or bandages, push back from the mouth of the cave-tomb a
heavy, grindstone-shaped boulder, like a solid stone wheel, which it took several strong men
to move, evade the guards, procur e from some unexplained sour ce some clothing, and then
appear to hisfriends not as an invalid needing weeks of nursing back to health, but asa man
so fit that, in spite of two terrible woundsin his feet, he could, on the same day, walk seven
milesto Emmaus with two disciples, have supper with them, and then travel another seven
miles to Jerusalem in time to meet the rest of his friends?" Such aview isadenial of
everything we seein the Easter account, and in the experience of Paul in his encounter with
therisen Christ.

Paul had a passion to see this happen in the world of darkness. He wanted to see those
dead in trespasses and sin arise and live and walk in the light. Life out of death, and light out
of darkness-that was his dream, and it was a dream that came truein the measur e that he saw
the power of theresurrection at work. Inthe shower thereis power to bring forth the
brilliant flower. Natureisfull of the power of God, but in the Son who has arisen there is
power to empty death's prison, and thisis power not found in nature. It isonly in Christ, and
that is why Paul hasa passion to know Christ and the power of Hisresurrection. All other
powersfadein importance compared to the power of the resurr ection.

Itis exciting to see man's passion for power, for it hasenabled him to exploit the power of
electricity, the power of the atom, the power of gasand oil, and the power of the sun. We
were impressed by the display of man's power at Epcot. It was spectacle of man's power, and
it was thrilling, but all of it together cannot give a person of one second of forgiveness, or one
second of hopefor lifethat will conquer death. M an's greatest powers and wonder s are only
weakness compared to the power of theresurrection. Next we seeit is-

Il.A PROGRESSIVE POWER.

Thisisnot Paul, the babein Christ, who iswriting. Thisisnot Paul two days after being
confronted by therisen, reigning, redeeming Christ. ThisisPaul, the Apostle. The mature
servant of Christ who in the power of the Holy Spirit has saved multitudes, and started
churches, and written New T estament theology. Itisthis man who says that he wantsto know
Christ and the power of Hisresurrection. Thisisnot the longing of a new convert. Thisis
the longing of a veteran of the faith.

He already knows Christ and the power of Hisresurrection. He has lived and served in
this power, but heissaying that there is always more. You can never cometo the place where
you can say that you know Christ aswell asyou need to. Thereisno end to growingin this



relationship, and in the power that can come from it. It isprogressive power. It starts when
we confront the reality of therisen Christ and experiencethe power of Hisforgiveness, and of
Hislove that incorpor ates us into the family of God.

To think that thisisthe end of it isto think that because Columbus discovered America he
knew all there wasto know about it. Every school child knows mor e about America than
Columbus did. He only got a taste of America and its potential and power. Y ou do not know
Americajust because you know how to find it in the wor Id's geogr aphy. America had
potential that Columbus could not have seen in hiswildest dreams. Those who know most
about thisgreat land will say they want to know more of it and its potential. Thisisthe spirit
of all who are dealing with life's great subjects.

Michaelangelo, after 70 year s of working at creating master pieces that made him famous
for all time, said," | am learning, | am learning." Right tothe end he was pressing on and
saying | want to know art and the power of its potential. | just learned how to usethe
computer afew yearsago, and | realizethat | am waiting in a puddle when thereisawhole
vast ocean yet untouched. | can say that | know how to oper ate a computer, but | still want to
know the computer and the power of its potential. All knowledge that dealswith that which
hasinfinite potential is progressive knowledge. That means growth is endless, and the
adventur e of knowing is for all time, and in some casesit is for ever.

How much more isthistrueof Jesus Christ in whom are hid all the treasur es of wisdom
and knowledge? Nobody can ever know enough of the per son and power of the risen Christ.
Being saved isonly the beginning. It isthe gunshot that startstherace. It isnot the finish
line. Thereisendless potential after oneissaved. It isthelosing of thislonging to presson
and on in the progressive knowing of Christ and His power that leadsthe Christian lifeto
become stagnant. We need to cease being foolish, and instead be wise like Paul. Here he isas
the advance runner of the Christian race, but heisnot slowing down asif the race is almost
over and the goal isreached. Heisdealing with an infinite Christ, and a power that knows no
limit, and so heis pressing on ever growing in knowledge, wisdom, and power. A limitless
Lord means alimitlesslife of lear ning.

If you have been leveling off, and even regressing in your knowledge of Christ and the
power to live effectively for Him, you need to pray for forgivenessfor treating Christ like
finite and limited subject. M orly Shekleton wrote,

"It passeth knowledge, that dear love of thine,
My Savior, Jesus! Yet thissoul of mine

Would of Thy love, in all its breadth and length,
Its height and depth, its everlasting strength,

K now more and more."

Thisisthe spirit of Paul. He knew Christ well, and he had tremendous power, but he knew he
had not yet begun to experience the full potential there isin Him who said, " All power in
heaven and on earth isgiven unto me." The Easter message isthe message of good news that
inthe power of the resurrection there isanever ending, exhaustless sour ce of power to give
life abundant.



Because thisis so, it isnothing short of sinful if we confine the power of theresurrection to
the Easter season. Because the power of theresurrection isprogressive, the desirefor it isto
be per petual.

There ar e heights of sweet communion
That are all awaiting me;
There are ocean-depths of mercy
That are flowing full and free;
There are precious pear s of promise
That can ne'er bepriced in gold;
There'safullnessin my Savior
That has never yet been told.

Author unknown

A pastor reported that he asked a 6 year old girl what Easter meant to her, and she said
that it was lots of candy and new clothes. He asked a youth of 16, and he said that it means
Christ rosefrom thedead. Then heasked a 60 year old man, and he said it means, " |'ve only
begun to live.," That iswhat Easter meansto those who love Jesus. We have only begun to
live, for there isaperpetual progression of more and mor e, and endlessly more in Christ.
Next we seeit is-

[11.A PRESENT POWER.
Paul would agree with the poet who wrote,

There ar e depthsof love that | cannot know
Till I crossthe narrow sea.

There areheights of joy that | may not reach
Till I rest in heaven with T hee.

Paul knew that the best was always yet to be, for we can never know in time what we will
know and experiencein eternity. Nevertheless, Paul's desireto know Christ and the power of
Hisresurrection was not just a hope, for he says| want it-1 want it now. Paul saysthereis
life after death, but thereisalso life before death, and | want all | can get of both. | want the
eternal lifethat isoursin Christ, but | want the abundant life that He came to give usin time
aswell. Sometimes Christiansthink we have to choose either the good life of eternity, or the
good life of time. Thereisno biblical basis for thinking the one eliminatesthe other. The
wise Christian follows Paul and develops a passion for the progr essive power in Christ. Itis
both a present power, and a power that will become even greater in the future. The
resurrection isareality. Itisapart of history, and its power isavailable for now, even
though the fullness of its effects will not be felt until eter nity.

We do not take any sour ce of power and say that | will not useit until I can have the
fullness of its potential. | will not use a computer until | can do all that can be done with a
computer. | will not use electric power, or solar power until | can use it in all the fullness of
its potential. These would be foolish statements, for we use a sour ce of power to the limit of



our knowledge as we are growing in our ability to use it more fully. So it iswith the power of
theresurrection. We will never know the fullness of this power in time. We may not even be
ableto reach itsfullnessin eternity, but we can grow and know mor e and mor e of this power
now. The poet expands the words of Paul and writes,

"That | may know Him." Ah, | long to know
Not just aChrist of far-gone year s ago;
Nor even reigning on a heavenly throne,
Too high and distant to be really known.
| long to know Him closely; thisis how,
Alive-and in this ever-pressing " now" ;
Communicating His all-conquering power,
A living One, within my heart this hour,
Who now no longer lives from me apart,
But sharesHisresurrection in my heart.
J.S.B.

The power of theresurrection isthe power to do all that God wantsyou to doin time. Paul
wrotein Phil. 4 that he could do all things through Christ who strengthens him. That iswhy
he wants to know Christ and the power of the resurrection, for in that knowledge thereis
present power to accomplish the will of God. With your focus on the power of the
resurrection you always aim for the maximum, but when you take your eyes off Christ it is
easy to aim only for the minimum.

A man rushing through the lobby of a hotel suddenly stopped a bell boy and asked,
"Would you please hurry to room 1203. | think | left my briefcase there. Theairport limo
leaves in 6 minutes. Could you run and seeif it isthere?" Several minuteslater the bell boy
came rushing back and reported, " Yes, sir. Your briefcase isstill there." That isall he was
asked to do, just seeif it wasthere. He did as he was told and no more. He could have used
common sense and brought the brief case with him, but he was not asked to do that. He did
just the minimum. Many timeswe live on that level, but Paul had a passionatelonging to live
on the level of the maximum, and to gain the power to do God'swill asfully as possible.

We will alwaysfall short of the glory of God and the maximum potential that isoursin
Christ. But Paul saysin verse 16 that we can live up to the level of what we have already
attained. Even if we ar e not climbing but just holding our own, we can beliving alife that is
pleasing to God and a blessing to man. If wewould just usethe knowledge and power that is
already ourswe would be fairly effective Christians. But the better way isto crave more and
more, and presson to greater and greater power.

The message of Easter isa message of power. It isthedynamo, and the powerhouse for all
Christian beliefs. Thebirth of Christ, Histeaching, and His death are all powerless events
without the power of theresurrection. Paul says our faith if vain and so isour preaching if
theresurrection isnot areality. If death conquersin the end, then all power isweaknessin its
presence. But Jesusrolled the stone away and made the grave a two way street. Now you can
come, and go. Before the resurrection it was a one way str eet, but Jesus became our Samson.
He arose and carried away the gate of Gaza leaving it acity wide open. So Jesus did to the



strong hold of death. Not all the power of Judaism, nor all the legions of Rome, nor any other
power on earth, or in hell, can roll that stone back. Death isconquered by life, and in the
power of theresurrection Jesus captured the keys of death and hell, and is now the most
power ful person in the univer se.

"Who shall rebuild for the tyrant his prison?
The scepter lies broken that fell from his hands,
The stoneisremoved; theLord isarisen:

The helpless are now released from their bonds."

Thejoy of Easter isnot in the Easter parade, but in Easter power. It isthe power that has
the potential for blasting away the boulders of life'sburdensinto a pile of pieces we can
handle with hope. The power of theresurrection took histories saddest event-the crucifixion,
and changed it into the center of our Christian focus of joy. The crossisnow history's
gr eatest symbol of love, for giveness, and hope. In the power of the resurrection thereis

power for victory over all the forces of darkness.



