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1.Setting the Scene: the challenge of implementing the Post 2015 Water Related Sustainable

Development Goals



	



1.1 Introduction: Sustainable Development Goals for water

The process towards defining and agreeing on a set of Sustainable Development Goals was formally launched at the

Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, when member states asked for of a set of Sustainable

Development Goals that are concise, action oriented, easy to communicate, aspirational, global in nature, universally

applicable and adaptable to national and local realities (UN, 2012). These goals are part of the United Nations Development

Agenda beyond 2015.

The development goals provide people, business, civil society, governments and international organizations with a set

of common targets to coordinate private and public actions towards fulfilling common aspirations. They also foster

coordination, taking advantage of existing opportunities to build up a sustainable future, while contributing to mobilizing

the financial resources, promoting the technology development, improving governance and building up the individual

and collective capacities required to effectively face the multiple implementation challenges that come together with the

ambitious but feasible sustainable development goals (High Level Forum on Sustainable Development, 2014).

In Rio+20 it was recognised that water is at the core of sustainable development. Water is a key determinant in all aspects

of social, economic and environmental development and should therefore be a central focus of any post-2015 framework

for poverty eradication and global sustainable development (UN General Assembly – OWG on SDGs, 2014).

The National Stakeholder Consultations on Water, implemented by GWP in 2013, also concluded that water is one of

the key drivers of sustainable economic growth. Water is essential for human life, poverty reduction, dignity, gender

fairness and other basic human development objectives. It is also important for the production of food and energy, and

intervenes in the production of almost all the goods and services in any economy. It is essential to the preservation of

the water ecosystems on which human life and the economy critically depends on for preserving biodiversity, regulating

the climate, providing amenities and sustaining the continuous provision of water for maintaining life and sustaining

economic progress (Millennium Ecosystems Assessment, 2005). It should therefore be managed in a manner that is

sensitive to and supportive of the many competing demands that is placed on it. Further, the management activities

should not compromise the requirements of the future as well as ecological requirements. Based on these elements,

water should be central to the integrated planning and development processes (GWP, 2013).

In particular water plays a key role in the following three essential aspirations of building together a sustainable future for all:

		• Meeting the needs and rights of the world’s poorest people: access to water, sanitation and hygiene is in its

self a driver for poverty alleviation, dignity and equality (UNDP, 2004). It gives people an opportunity to stand up

against poverty and build up a participative and inclusive society with institutions capable of engaging citizens,

business and other stakeholders in the construction of sustainable development pathway.

		• Supporting sustained prosperity for all: while providing access to water (as well as to energy and food) to

the world’s poorest people should be possible without significant environmental consequences, meeting the

aspirations of a growing global middle class as well as the increasing demands for water from the rapid growth of

transition economies will require innovative approaches to both production and consumption to avoid aggravating

water scarcity and the increase of water related risks (FAO, 2012). The progressive building of water sustainability

must be considered from the onset as a mean to open opportunities towards sustainable development. Innovative

approaches to enhance water efficiency, develop new water sources, design and implement financial and

economic instruments as well as improving water governance are all means to match water demand and supply

with the existing resources available in the long term, and then to pave the road to a sustainable development

pathway.
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		• Defending progress into the future: protecting water resources, and particularly the water that sustains

ecosystems, upon which life, economic activity and their supporting ecosystems are dependent, is a critical

precondition to protect human development (MEA, 2005). Besides access to water sanitation and hygiene, serving

to growth and fulfilling current human aspirations, SDGs recognize the critical importance of water resources as

common public goods that must be protected and restored.

In order to achieve a sustainable water future as well as to secure the key contribution of water to sustainable development,

the following have been proposed1:

	



- There needs to be a concerted effort of all stakeholders to ensure that we implement the new post 2015 water

agenda.



	



- While the design and implementation of sustainable development policies will be at the national level, achieving

sustainable development will require international support and cooperation.



	



- The challenge for policymakers is to channel and incentivize more of the diverse sources of financing into desired

investments in sustainable development.



	



- Transparency and accountability must underpin all financing to enhance legitimacy and effectiveness.



The Open Working Group of the United Nations

General Assembly (OWG), established by UN Member

States with the purpose of leading a consultative

process for the design of a SDG framework, delivered

its recommendations for goals and targets at the

United Nations General Assembly in September 2013,

which included a new entire goal (Goal 6) dedicated to

water. This Goal, focused on freshwater and sanitation,

includes six targets. The first two targets (6.1-6.2) are

based on the MDG access to water and sanitation

target, enhancing their scope and definitions. The

rest of the targets (6.3-6.6) go beyond basic water

and sanitation services to address the wider water

framework as recommended at the Rio-plus-20

Conference: water quality, protection of ecosystems,

and different aspects of water resources management.

In the OWG proposal, water is also a key component

in many other Goals, and considered as crucial to the

attainment of most, if not all, development objectives.



GOAL 6. ENSURE AVAILABILITY AND SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF WATER AND

SANITATION FOR ALL



6.1 by 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable

drinking water for all.

6.2 by 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and

hygiene for all, and end open defecation, paying special attention to

the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations

6.3 by 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating

dumping and minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and

materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater, and

increasing recycling and safe reuse by x% globally.

6.4 by 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors

and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to

address water scarcity, and substantially reduce the number of people

suffering from water scarcity.

6.5 by 2030 implement integrated water resources management at all

levels, including through transboundary cooperation as appropriate

6.6 by 2020 protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including

mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes

6.a by 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building

support to developing countries in water and sanitation related

activities and programmes, including water harvesting, desalination,

water efficiency, wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse

technologies



2015 is the cornerstone for water and sustainable

6.b support and strengthen the participation of local communities for

development. The final decision on the new water

improving water and sanitation management.

related Sustainable Development Goals for 2015Source: United Nations Open Working Group (2013)

2030 will take place in the United Nations Summit

in September 2015. UN-Water has been bound to a

year-long campaign on water and sustainable development with a number of milestones that include the kick off at the

Zaragoza Conference in January, World Water Day celebrations in March in India and New York, the World Water Forum

in April in Daegu (Korea) and the World Water Week in August in Stockholm.

The UN-Water working group on SDGs made a recommendation to the Open Working Group on a Water Goal and

associated targets in 2014. Now, UN-Water, supported by a group of UN agencies and partners, is working on developing

indicators and monitoring mechanisms for the OWG proposed targets 6.3-6.6. This initiative is called the Global Expanded

1. http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1558
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Water Monitoring Initiative (GEMI). Synergetic efforts can also be contemplated with parallel initiatives in this field (e.g.

OECD’s ongoing development of water governance indicators2 or UNEP3).

The work of UN-Water has provided the third piece of the puzzle: i.e. implementation that commenced at the Zaragoza

Conference. It has been a collective endeavor with the participation of representatives of 18 UN entities and 8 UN-Water

Partners and more than 50 collaborating organizations. It has served UN-Water to identify implementation challenges

and collect information on existing tools under different categories (technology and approaches; financial and economic

instruments; capacity development and social instruments; and governance and monitoring), and analyzed the

performance of the tools in specific cases. This has been included in a UN-Water toolbox4, which includes a section on

lessons learnt and a discussion forum. The Zaragoza Conference has represented an opportunity for UN-Water members

and partners to listen to different stakeholders. The conference facilitated a space for dialogue, to discuss the different

stakeholders’ views on their contributions to the implementation of the post 2015 agenda; which needs to be provided

continuity. On Methods of Implementation we use UN Water’s approach as stated at the General Assembly in April 2015.

1.2 A first look to implementation

Goal 17 of the post 2015 Sustainable Development agenda identifies the need to work on: technology; science and

innovation; finance; policy and institutional coherence; multi-stakeholder partnerships; and capacity-building.



Technology, science and innovation

The Post 2015 Agenda recognizes the critical importance of knowledge

as a driver of human development and sustainability (GWP, 2013).

Technology is commonly understood as the “collection of techniques,

methods or processes used in the production of goods or services or

in the accomplishment of objectives”, such as the SDGs. It includes

knowledge of techniques and processes, often embedded in machines,

software than can be many times sophisticated, computers, devices or

infrastructures that can be used and operated by individuals without

extended knowledge on their fundamentals.



TECHNOLOGY



“Technology refers not only to physical equipment –

including infrastructures and installations (so called

‘artefacts’), but also to the knowledge, techniques

and skills that surround its deployment and use.

These in turn form part of a broader technological

‘regime’ or infrastructure that supports innovation

and the ability for one technology to build on or link

to another”. http://bit.ly/1IM8QZz



Finance

Financial and economic issues are at the heart of sustainability. Widening the ambition of the development agenda from

the MDGs to the SDGs implies dealing with more ambitious financial and economic challenges. The implementation of the

new agenda will need to begin by gathering the financial resources, and will benefit from the experience gained in the

past to bridge the existing gaps, but will also come with more and more sophisticated financial and economic instruments.

The Millennium Development Goals provided a lever to mobilize and increase the financial resources available to provide

access to water and sanitation for the poor. All types of finance – public, private, domestic and international – have

increased since 2002 (IMF, 2014). Domestic finance has grown rapidly in recent years, representing by far the greatest

share of financing sources for most countries (DOHA, 2014; ICESDF, 2014). But financing needs for poverty eradication and

water development still are significant.

Besides funding the WASH agenda all financial and economic instruments must contribute to advance a sustainable

development path and then to improve water quality, manage water resources integrally and deal with current and future

risks. Financial needs differ across countries and regions.



Policy, institutional coherence and multi-stakeholder partnerships

The importance of policy and institutional coherence for the implementation of the water related SDGs can hardly be

minimized. Coordination, conflict prevention, cooperation building are three important elements of water development that

can only be performed by governments. Beyond naturally created problems, water crises are water governance crises.

2. http://www.oecd.org/env/watergovernanceprogramme.htm

3. http://www.scpclearinghouse.org/d/the-clearinghouse/94-scp-indicators-for-the-future-sdgs-discussion-paper.html

4. http://watersdgtoolbox.org
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Policy and institutional coherence tools are then instrumental to water and sanitation access and hygiene, protecting

water quality, tackling water scarcity challenges in an integrated manner and responding to current and future risks.

Curbing water scarcity would only be possible if policies are consistent and coherent, effective regulatory frameworks

are set, corruption is avoided, transparency is enhanced and all stakeholders are engaged in all the phases of policy

making at the different levels of government. Data monitoring and accountability are key, together with the promotion

of a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system under the World Trade

Organization.



Capacity-building

The Rio+20 outcome document emphasizes the need for enhanced capacity-building for sustainable development and, in

this regard, for the strengthening of technical and scientific cooperation, including North-South, South-South and triangular

cooperation. It reiterates the importance of human resource development, including training, the exchange of experiences

and expertise, knowledge transfer and technical assistance for capacity-building, which involves strengthening institutional

capacity, including planning, management and monitoring capacities.

Target 17.9 of the post 2015 Sustainable Development Agenda promotes capacity-building. The concept of capacity-building

entails much more than building schools and training people. It comprises the establishment of a solid knowledge base

and awareness at all levels, including those of individuals, organizations, partnerships, communities and the enabling

environment as well as the untapped ability of volunteerism to engage and benefit all segments of society.

Achieving the WASH targets require changes in behaviour and there is a need to ‘create the demand’ for basic services

in communities used to open defecation, for instance. UNICEF, the World Bank and WHO have mobilized and developed

different actions in this regard.

Capacity building to bring this change implies curbing existing practices when they are detrimental to people and the

environment. This may include bringing the actual or potential losers to a demonstration project that was able to improve

their welfare and reduce uncertainty about adopting innovative solutions. This will help with briefing the more reluctant

and risk averse and to take advantage of the first easy steps to promote further advances, supported by the formation of

leaders.

In the water and sanitation sector, as in other sectors, capacity-building and capacity development are critical for the

successful implementation and scale-up of development programmes. Development experience demonstrates that the

concept encapsulates a “diverse array of functional capacities – from planning, oversight, and monitoring to situational

analysis, facilitation of stakeholder dialogue, training, implementation capacities and management support, and provision

of policy advice – must be developed and put in place” (UNDP and AEPC, 2010).

1.3 The Actors

Having stakeholders involved in the implementation of the SDGs will be critical to advance in their execution, since all

of them have fundamental roles to play from both an individual and a collective perspective. These include Academia,

Business, Civil Society and Governments In order to put this into practice, it is essential for the stakeholders to be aware

of their roles, their potential contributions and their challenges, and undertake the required internal changes, reforms or

measures that will allow them get the optimal conditions to start the journey. These optimal conditions, which start with the

adoption of an open-minded, collaborative, objective focused and prone to listening approach, will contribute to maximize

the individual and collective gains and contributions and promote win-win solutions that speed the achievement of the

SDGs.
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