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Introduction

These ten items are provided in chronological order. I‘m

posting them so persons can see that, in my articles, I have

not quoted Bob Heironimus out of context or twisted his

words. And, apart from that, BH‘s story-versions ought to be

― o n the record ‖ as a matter of public interest. As his

backer Kal Korff has stated, ― He‘s telling it, not selling

it, ‖ so why not?

I‘ve taken pains to put down the words accurately,

repeatedly listening to sections to be sure I had everything

correct. In cases where I couldn‘t hear a word, I‘ve

inserted ― [indistinct] ‖ . I‘ve done some clean-up of the

raw transcripts, such as removing inconsequential remarks

(e.g., ― I‘m getting an echo ‖ ), false starts, throatclearing, padding, etc. In a half-dozen places I‘ve moved a

question-and-answer pair into a new location so it is

contiguous with another question-and-answer pair on the same

subject. This makes the interview less of a jumble and

easier to follow.

I‘ve highlighted key phrases, such as the ones I quoted in

my articles. Italics represent words stressed by the

speakers. I‘ve inserted headings to help you scan the

document — and to generate a table of contents for me

automatically.

I‘ve provided a detailed Table of Contents, to help readers

navigate to topics they‘re interested in, and return quickly

to spots they read before. If you are going to be regularly

checking these transcripts against the quotes I‘ve used in

my articles, I suggest you print out the TOC, find the topic

of interest, then search for a keyword in it.

I have quoted only the portions of the interviews directly

involving Heironimus, minimizing the comments of the hosts

and other guests among one another. I believe that this is

in line with ― fair use. ‖ (People may quote my transcripts

freely, as far as I‘m concerned, BTW.)

I‘ve provided links (below) to the sites of the shows that

broadcast these interviews, so you can possibly locate and

download their audio files. (I have copies of most of the

audio files on my computer.) In many cases podcasts or CDs

of these interviews are available from them, so you don‘t

have to ― take my word ‖ for what you‘re reading if you

don‘t want to.

Jeff Rense program: http://www.rense.com/

MSNBC — Countdown with Keith Olbermann:

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3036677/

Seth Shostak‘s show: http://radio.seti.org/past-shows.php

Yakima Herald: http://www.yakima-herald.com/

XZone Radio / Rob McConnell: http://www.xzone-radio.com/

Tom Biscardi‘s show (searching for Bigfoot):

http://www.searchingforbigfoot.com/
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Lie Detector show: (defunct)
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Heironimus + Greg Long + Kal Korff Interview

on the Jeff Rense Internet Radio Show, March

1, 2004

Confession-related

Jeff Rense — You‘ve carried a load for a long time.

BH — Yes, I have.

Jeff Rense — How difficult has it been for you? Not to

want to come forward and say, Hey, wait a minute, this

has gone on too much — too far?

BH — It has been difficult. And finally Greg come around

with writing a book on Bigfoot and finally convinced

me, you know, he was writing a legitimate book, so I

give him my confession.
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Patterson’s character

Jeff Rense — What kind of a man was Patterson?

BH — He was kind of a con man, you know? Do anything for

a quick dollar, you know. I don‘t think he liked to

hold down a steady job, you know, he liked to kind of

fool around with his inventions and build things.

……………….

Jeff Rense — So Patterson was a man who — . Was he well

known in the area at the time you got hooked up with

him?

BH — Yeah, I think most of the people around here knew

who he was; yes.

$1000 for ten minutes’ work

Jeff Rense — And he offered you a thousand dollars.

BH — A thousand dollars for ten-minutes work. At the

most.

Jeff Rense — That‘s a heck of a paycheck.

BH — Yeah. It was for a 26-year-old kid, you know?

Jeff Rense — How big of a man are you?

BH — I‘m a little over six foot tall. At the time they

made the film I weighed around 190 pounds.

Suit-related stuff

Jeff Rense — The suit itself: we heard Greg Long

describe a man at the time who was making gorilla

suits. How would you describe the suit? What was it

like? Was it a gorilla suit? Was it modified much, and

if so, how was it modified?

BH — It was modified a little bit. Especially the head

of the suit didn‘t look like really an ape, you know.

It kind of looked like part of a man‘s face. It was a

dark suit. It was a three-piece suit. Had a torso, and

a chest part, and a head part. Three pieces.

[sic — he must have meant ― Had a torso and a leg

part ‖ — R K]

Jeff Rense — Who modified the head part?
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BH — Roger said he made it himself. He told me he made

the suit himself.

Jeff Rense — Which was apparently a partial lie.

BH — Yes.

Breasts

Jeff Rense — He did the head. It is talked about by all

researchers that the creature, as it is identified, the

Bigfoot, you apparently, had breasts. Did the suit have

modified breasts?

BH — Yes it did. It had breasts on it. Yes.

Jeff Rense — How did that strike you?

BH — Well (laughs) it was supposed to be a female

Bigfoot. It didn‘t matter to me if it had breasts or

not, you know.

Jeff Rense — Going in Patterson explained that this was

going to be a female and you said, ― All right, fine ‖ ?

BH — Whatever; yeah that‘s basically what was said, yes.

Practiced walking in the suit

Jeff Rense — OK. Did you practice walking in any

particular way about this? Did you get any coaching

from Patterson, who was obviously obsessed with the

whole Bigfoot —

BH — Oh yes.

Jeff Rense — Tell us about that.

BH — I went up to his place on the South Fork of the

Ahtanum where he had supposedly made the suit. He

wanted me to come up there and try the suit on and

practice walking the way he wanted me to walk. And so

we went out behind the shed there and into a small

field. They helped me put the suit on, him and Bob

Gimlin. … And then he wanted me to walk out there, 40

or 50 yards, you know, and he would tell me how he

wanted me to walk.

Jeff Rense — How was he talking to you, what was he

saying?
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BH — He said, ― I want you to bend your knees a little

bit, make a fast stride, and swing your arms like a

monkey or a gorilla. ‖ So I walked out through there a

couple of times— a nd it‘s kind of the way I walk

anyway. And he coached me a little bit on a thing or

two and said — t hat‘s on the third or fourth try — he

said, ― That‘s perfect, that‘s just the way we want

it. ‖ I come back and took the suit off.

Jeff Rense — Was it heavy? Was it hot?

BH — Yeah, it was warm. Especially down there in

California. I mean it was a hot day down there. I mean

I was really sweating. It was heavy. It might have

weighed 20, 25 pounds.

Gimlin: approach by

Jeff Rense — What did Bob Gimlin say during this time,

do you remember?

BH — He didn‘t have too much to say during the

practicing, no, uh-uh. But he informed me that Roger

wanted to talk to me before this, you know, about a

deal that he had cooking. So I went up there and met

with him, and Roger, you know, asked me if I would wear

the suit.

Jeff Rense — So Bob Gimlin made the introduction between

you and Roger Patterson?

BH — Yes, he said Roger wanted to talk to me, yes.

Jeff Rense — I see. And what was it about you that

caught Roger‘s attention? Do you know? Do you have any

idea?

BH — Well, he was looking for somebody he could trust,

you know, for one thing. Somebody that was pretty big

and stout that could carry the suit without, you know,

laboring or anything. Somebody he could trust that

wouldn‘t tell the media or television people or

anybody, you know.

Did fraud-possibility worry you?

Jeff Rense — You were aware then that you were

participating in what could have been — I don‘t know if

you knew how big — but certainly a fraud.
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BH — It didn‘t, you know, bother me at the time. I

didn‘t care what they done with the film they made.

Just so I got my thousand bucks.

Money-related

Jeff Rense — Uh huh. Well, it‘s understandable. Did he

tell you what he planned to do with the film?

BH — Yes. He said he was going to sell

people, the movie companies, and they

him a lot of money, and he‘d pay me a

and when they got more money, I‘d get



it to the movie

were going to pay

thousand dollars,

more money.



Jeff Rense — How did I know that? [laughs] And the

thousand dollars?

BH — I never, ever received a dime from it.

Jeff Rense — Think of all the interest he — that you‘re

going to get — g ee.

BH — I was reminded of that the other day.

Jeff Rense — Wow. How did you feel about not getting

paid?

BH — Well, I kind of give up after

of, you know, made me mad. I done

I thought he was a friend, and it

nothing but a crook. So, yeah, it



a year or so. It kind

a job for a guy, and

turns out he was

made me mad.



Jeff Rense — ... The book is coming very soon and it‘s

going to be a big seller, from Prometheus, The Making

of Bigfoot.

&lt;break&gt;

The drive to the campsite

Jeff Rense — Let‘s go to the actual filming event

itself. You talked a little bit about the rehearsal

back and forth with Bob Gimlin there and Patterson

there coaching you. Tell me how you guys traveled

together the three of you, and that was it?

BH — No, a couple days before I went down there they

stopped at my house — my parents‘ house — and picked up a

horse I had there to scuss [sic] the country out before

I got there. … They picked up a horse of mine and told

me to come down in a couple days later and where to —

uh, to meet me at a gas station outside of town, in the
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little town [indistinct] Weitchpec. And we would go on

up to the camp where they had scouted the area out and

where they were camped and we would go the next day and

make the film.

So they picked up the horse and went on down there. A

day or so later I borrowed my mom‘s car — I had a hotrod

car and it burned a lot of gas, so I asked if I could

borrow her car. And I started out and went down there

and met them at the appointed time exactly. They said

they would meet me at this gas station.

Well, I pulled in there to the gas station and one of

‘em was filling up the truck with gas, with the horses

in the back, and I pulled into this gas station. And

one of ‘em, I think it was Bob, come running over — or

Roger, I don‘t remember which one — come running over

and said, ― Well, uh, go on down the road and pull off

a ways. We don‘t want to see anybody — uh, let anybody

see us talking to you. ‖ ‗Cuz they might, you know, put

it all together and figure out there‘s just two guys

say they claimed they saw the Bigfoot when they were

talking to a third guy, well that wouldn‘t look too

good.

Jeff Rense — OK. And they had the suit with them?

BH — Yes, they had they had the suit with them. … and I

went out of town a little ways here in a pull-off

there, and then they finished and they pulled in behind

me and said for me to follow them up this road, this

Bluff Creek Road there, where they were camped. Well,

we drove up there, and I followed them up in the car.

And we hid the car in some brush a little ways before

we got to the camp. So nobody would see the car. And

then went on up there. That was late in the evening

there. …

Ride to the filmsite

And I went up to the camp. We sat around there and

talked and drank coffee and stuff. I was tired — it was

about a 12-, 13-hour drive down there. So I crawled up

in the back of the truck and went to sleep. We got up

the next morning and had coffee and messed around there

for a little while. And then we saddled the horses. I

got on the back of one of the horses and we put the

suit — it was in a sack — on the back of the other horse

and we went up the road a-ways to this place they had

picked out and got off and, you know, looked around a

little bit to see if anybody was around.
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Jeff Rense — Try and talk a little louder. …

BH — OK. We took the horses and the suit up the road to

the place they had picked out for the filming. Got off

the horses. We looked around there to check to see if

anybody was around. Listened for any cars coming up the

road, and heard nothing. So we went and right there,

they put the suit on me. Told me to go across here this

dry creek bed, stand over here by this tree. When we

give you the signal, you start walking, and we‘ll start

filming.

The Patty-walk

Well, they yelled at me, I started walking. They told

me to look back at ‘em twice during the walk. I started

walking down through there, and they said, ― Cut ‖ —

this bunch of trees was coming up — they said, ― Cut. ‖

And Roger said, ― That‘s perfect, that‘s just the way

we wanted it. ‖

So I jumped down in — a big old tree blowed over there,

uh, had a big hole there. I jumped down in there, I was

sweating like heck, and I was a little bit

claustrophobic anyway in that suit. I yelled back at

‘em, ― Get this SB off me right now! ‖ And they come

running over on their horses and started shirking [sic]

the suit off.

Jeff Rense — One take.

BH — One take. That‘s all it took. Yes.

Jeff Rense — Was there any other film ever taken of you

in that suit?

BH — No. No. Not that I know of.

Jeff Rense — OK. When they got the suit off of you, what

was Patterson‘s mood, what did Gimlin say about the

successful filming of that short sequence? Were they

both excited about it?

BH — Yes, they were. They were both excited. ― T hat was

perfect! You done a perfect job! ‖

Took the suit and film away from the site

So we sat around there — got the suit off me, loaded it

back on the horse, took it back down to the camp. We
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took the suit on down, put it in the trunk of my

mother‘s car.

We sit around there for a while. And Roger pulled out a

envelope or a box or — I can‘t remember exactly what it

was — told me to take this to Eureka, California, and

mail it to his brother-in-law, which was Al DeAtley

here in Yakima.

Return home &amp; discovery of the suit

I went to Eureka, I mailed the film, I stayed overnight

there. It was getting towards dark — or evening, late in

the evening. I mailed the film, I stayed there

overnight, I started back the next morning, I got home,

14 hours or whatever it was later, and I kind of went

in the house and went to sleep.

In the meantime my mother needed to go someplace, so

she went out to get in the trunk of the car and saw the

suit. My mother saw the suit, my nephew was there, and

one of my aunts, which is deceased now, was there. They

got the suit out — after they startled umm [indistinct]

quite a bit — they got the suit out, tried — uh, the head

of the suit out, and was looking at it. And that‘s when

my aunt tried the head of it on, and my nephew. All of

them tried the head of the suit on.

Jeff Rense — (laughs) Hold on, Bob. This is an amazing

story. We‘ll be right back with more.

&lt;break&gt;

Jeff Rense — This is a world exclusive

hear this nowhere else. … A couple of

questions for you Bob Heironimus. You

niece and your aunt, your mom got the

playing around with it?



tonight. You‘ll

more quick

said that your

suit out and were



BH — Yes, uh-huh.

Retrieval of suit by Patterson

Jeff Rense — And the suit was picked up out of the trunk

of your car later on by Patterson?

BH — Yes. When they brought my horse back they took the

suit out of the trunk of the car.

Jeff Rense — And he said, ― The check‘s in the mail,

Bob ‖ ? (laughs)
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BH — (laughs) I wish it was in the mail, yes.

Jeff Rense — All right. So what did they say to you? Job

well done? Did they say anything like — they weren‘t

doing high-fives back then I know —

BH — Well, they were picking their belts the way it

turned out. The walk, you know, the way it was, the —

Jeff Rense — Yeah. When did they see the footage, after

it was processed, and did they contact you after the

film was processed to tell you, Great job? Or did they

just tell you that right then?

BH — No. I never saw Roger after that.

Jeff Rense — That was it!

BH — That was it. I think he avoided me because I would

probably ask him where the money was, you know.

Gimlin’s lying

Jeff Rense — How rude of you. Gee, asking for money. If

you had Bob Gimlin sitting across the table from you

right now, what would you tell Bob Gimlin?

BH — I‘ve already told him. I was going to tell the

truth about this.

Jeff Rense — What‘d he say?

BH — He said, ― I‘ll have to deny it. I‘ve lied about it

for this many years, to save face I got to keep

lying. ‖

Jeff Rense — Did he say that with any mixed feelings?

BH — Probably yes, because him and I are supposedly

friends, you know.

Jeff Rense — You did remain friends over all these

years?

BH — Yes.

Jeff Rense — He understands why you‘re coming forward, I

would imagine, does he?

BH — Yes, I told him it‘s time people knew the truth

about this. I‘m going to tell the truth.
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Jeff Rense — But he‘s stuck with a lie and he‘s going to

go down with it?

BH — That‘s what he said.

Re-creation-related

Jeff Rense — If this is done on a television basis,

would you be willing to go back to the location — I know

it‘s changed — a nd explain all this and maybe even walk

through it without the suit on just to show how you did

it?

BH — Oh yes. You betcha.

Jeff Rense — You think that‘s an important thing to do,

don‘t you?

BH — Well, people would realize, you know, by just

watching me walk, that it was me.

Jeff Rense — Whatever happened to the suit, any idea?

BH — No idea, no. I wish I knew where it was at.

Annoyed at seeing suckers taken in by film on TV

Jeff Rense — As you know, there have been a lot of very

accomplished people from the fields of science looking

at this film, analyzing it a thousand different ways,

out of a thousand lots, and coming up in some cases

with some very sophisticated reasons as to why it had

to be a female humanoid, not a person. You‘re familiar

with some of those at least.

BH — Yes. Mostly all of them, yes.

Jeff Rense — How did you feel watching all of that? Did

you at one point laugh and then later on feel bad about

it? What were your feelings?

BH — Well, you know, I knew it was me in the suit, and I

see this thing on television, all these years,

numerous, numerous times. You know, to think that

people really believed that that was a real Bigfoot — it

made me mad, yes. I kept my mouth shut.

Why did you keep your mouth shut?
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Jeff Rense — Why did you keep your mouth shut all these

years?

BH — I promised Roger when I first tried that suit on I

would not tell anybody, you know, like the media or

television or anybody.

Jeff Rense — So he picked the right man.

BH — Yes he did.

Jeff Rense — He knew you had honor and you‘d stand by

your word.

BH — That‘s right.

There’s no Bigfoot

Jeff Rense — How do you feel about Bigfoot personally?

The creature we know as Bigfoot?

BH — I really don‘t believe there‘s a Bigfoot. There‘s

thousands and thousands and thousands of people in the

Pacific Northwest from California to Canada in those

woods every day, every day, every day — and how many of

them say they‘ve spotted a Bigfoot? Or point out a

Bigfoot?

Jeff Rense — There

hair, footprints,

But as far as Bob

convinced at this



is a lot of evidence in terms of

eyewitness accounts, and so forth.

Heironimus is concerned, you‘re not

point.



BH — No, I don‘t think there is a Bigfoot. Personally,

that‘s personally speaking.

Parting words

Jeff Rense — Anything you‘d like to add, Bob? Your

comments have been very much appreciated and very

illuminating. Have we left anything out that‘s

important for us to get out tonight?

BH — I think that pretty well covers it.

Jeff Rense — You‘ve seen the book?

BH — I haven‘t seen the book, no.

Jeff Rense — Then, well, were going to get you a copy.
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BH — I appreciate it.

Jeff Rense — I can‘t get you the thousand dollars, but —

BH — I think that‘s long gone.

Jeff Rense — I think so too. Bob Heironimus, thank you,

I appreciate your being here tonight very much, and

perhaps I‘ll have a chance to talk to you again. I hope

they do this for television and we get a chance to see

you go through the original routine again.

BH — Yes. Thank you for having me on your show; I

appreciate it.
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Introduction

And meet Big

he posed for

believe, but

Sasquatch is

belt?



Foot: Our guest tonight, the man who says

this famous film. This may be hard to

some people don‗t think this film of

authentic. So what if he is wearing a



All that and more now on COUNTDOWN.

And later, Big Foot: The myth, the legend, the hoax?

We‗ll talk to this man.

OLBERMANN: Nobody ever exactly mistook it for the

videotape of Neil Armstrong landing on the moon, nor

even for the shots of Lindbergh touching down in Paris

at Le Bourget Field after the first trans-Atlantic solo

flight.

But our No. 1 story on the COUNTDOWN tonight focuses in

on what is still a pretty famous piece of film and the

man who says — y es, that‗s me. For almost four decades,

these images known as the Patterson film were the very

debatable best evidence of a half-man, half-ape

missing-link, yeti kind of creature living in the

Northwest called Sasquatch and Bigfoot. That was until

a paranormal investigator by the name of Greg Long got

in touch with a retired Pepsi bottler by the name of

Bob Heironimus.

Bob is Bigfoot. Such is the claim in Long‗s book, The

Making of Bigfoot.

Joining me now from Yakima, Washington, Bob Heironimus,

and, from Los Angeles, Robert Kiviat, the owner of

20



Kiviat Productions, which is currently in the

preproduction phase of the television special on the

Bigfoot legend.

Gentlemen, good evening.

Mr. Heironimus, let me begin with you here. Why, after

almost 40 years of keeping this a secret, have you

decided to come clean now about you portraying Bigfoot

in this thing?

It’s time people knew the truth

BOB HEIRONIMUS, CLAIMS TO BE THE MAN BEHIND BIGFOOT:

Well, after 35 years of watching this on television

numerous, numerous, numerous, numerous times, I think

it is time that people knew truth. I was the man in the

Bigfoot suit.

Patterson offered $1000 but didn’t pay

OLBERMANN: How did that happen? How did you come to be

there? And what was the purpose of it?

HEIRONIMUS: I was approached by Roger Patterson and

offered some money to wear the Bigfoot suit in Northern

California in 1967.

OLBERMANN: How much money did you ever get it?

HEIRONIMUS: He offered me $1,000. I never saw a dime of

it all these years.

OLBERMANN: Just another part of the hoax.

Kiviat: World’s Greatest Hoaxes provoked BH to come forward

Mr. Kiviat, you produced a TV special, ― World‗s

Greatest Hoaxes Exposed. ‖ In that, you had identified

another man as being the man in the suit. What made you

believe Bob Heironimus?

ROBERT KIVIAT, KIVIAT PRODUCTIONS INC.: Well, we were

looking at all the evidence and there was one

individual that had come out who had said he worked at

a film company that exploited the film in feature

films.

And when Bob Heironimus emerged after the airing and

said, look, the guy you‗re pointing to or your
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informant is pointing to is wrong, but I am the guy, I

thought there was a breakthrough either way. The point

is, we were trying to get to the bottom of the story.

We didn‗t know for sure if the informant was telling us

the truth. And I really thank Bob Heironimus for coming

out and finally putting this particular film to rest, I

believe.

BH says critics should read the book

OLBERMANN: Mr. Heironimus, we‗ve received, since we

advertised your appearance here, an extraordinary

amount of e-mail, people who firmly believe that you

could not possibly be the man in the film, either

because they think it is somebody else or because they

think it is really Bigfoot. How do you respond to them?

HEIRONIMUS: Well, if you read the book, the

investigation that Greg Long done on this Bigfoot

thing, there should be no surprises at all. I was the

man in the suit.

Did you wear a belt, slippers, shoes?

OLBERMANN: Sir, when computers and film analysis came

into being, a lot of people studied and restudied this

film and said, hey, wait a minute, two things. Bigfoot

is wearing a belt of some sort. And it looks like he

has got sneakers on. Do you remember? Were you wearing

a belt or a harness of some sort to keep this costume

in place?

HEIRONIMUS: No, there was no belt. There were no

slippers.

OLBERMANN: So were you walking on? Were there bare feet

inside the costume or what was that?

HEIRONIMUS: I was walking in my stocking feet inside

the costume. Yes, the manufacturer of the suit has some

kind of a gorilla feet attached to the suit.

OLBERMANN: Goodness.

A (Mormon) plot?

Mr. Kiviat, I guess the overarching question about all

this here is, why would anybody make this film in the

first place? And why do we buy it all, have we all

bought it for so long?
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KIVIAT: Well, the reasons why they made the film

apparently were for money. But also, there appears to

be a lot of evidence that there was a larger plan to

really create a Bigfoot myth in that part of the

country. Basically, at this point, I believe people

have a belief in these kinds of mysteries.

And one of the things I‗ve tried to do in network

programs is get to the bottom of them. And a lot of

other producers for years had not really done due

diligence trying to get to the bottom of it. And I just

think we‗re finally getting to these great mysteries.

And one way or the other, I think we need to get to the

bottom of them and prove, one way or the other, if

they‗re real or not. So...

(CROSSTALK)

Do you regret hoaxing people?

OLBERMANN: Bob Heironimus, one last question and then

we‗ll let you go. Are you happy that you were Bigfoot

in this film or ashamed? Or don‗t you care one way or

the other?

HEIRONIMUS: Well, at the time that I made the film, I

didn‗t care one way or the other. I just wanted the

money. Now it‗s time people knew the truth. It‗s time

people knew the truth.

(CROSSTALK)

Parting words

OLBERMANN: Bob Heironimus, the man behind the suit. And

Robert Kiviat of Kiviat Productions, we‗re out of time.

We thank you for your time this evening. Thank you

much, gentlemen.

KIVIAT: Thanks.

HEIRONIMUS: Thank you.

OLBERMANN: Before we depart the strange world of

bizarre Bigfoot hoaxes, the No. 1 thing you need to

know about our No. 1 story, if you can‗t wait for

Robert Kiviat‗s Bigfoot special, you may want to bide

your time over with one of his other titles. You

remember ― Alien Autopsy. ‖ I think that was— t hat goes
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back to our Paul Allen story, but we‗ll just leave that

alone.

========
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Heironimus + Greg Long Interview on Seth

Shostak’s “ S keptical Sunday ” Internet Radio

Show, August 1, 2004.

http://radio.seti.org/past-shows.php



Shostak Introduction

Seth Shostak — (laughs) Well, you can feel safer on your

camping trips now. It looks like there‘s one less Bigfoot to

worry about. It seems that the famous snapshot of the hairy

ape-man loping through the forest has been shown to be — a

hoax. We‘ll talk to the journalist who exposed this primate

prank — and what I like to call ― T he stunt that went too

fur ‖ — as well as the man who donned the home-made ape-suit.

…………………..

Now this picture I‘m looking at, it might be worth a

thousand words, and if they are I guess many of those words

would be synonyms for simian. Such as ape-man, maybe manbeast, forgotten primate, bipedal monkey-guy, hulking hairy

hunk — I dunno. This is probably the most famous primate

photograph in the world. It‘s a still from a 16mm movie made

25 [sic] years ago by two young men, Roger Patterson and Bob

Gimlin.

Now the frame shows a hairy, half-man / half-ape creature

strolling across a remote forest somewhere in northern

California. The two men claimed they‘d caught sight of

Bigfoot, an unknown species of ape-man that, according to

legend, has been roaming the wooded areas of North America.

The film has since become one of the more prominent pieces

of evidence in support of the creature‘s existence.

But now, one of the words added to that thousand-word list

that I thankfully spared you undoubtedly will be ― hoax, ‖

and perhaps the name of my guest, Greg Long. Greg is an

investigative reporter who has shown the film to be phony,
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to be staged; and he‘s even tracked down the man who wore

the shaggy Sasquatch suit.

That the creature was a man in a monkey suit had been

suggested before, of course. But, you know, suggestion isn‘t

proof. Well, our guest is the first to come up with

substantial evidence against the big legend of Bigfoot.

Greg, welcome to the show.

&lt; Greg Long portion clipped&gt;



Money motivated me / I didn’t get paid / but I kept quiet

Bob …, look. Two guys come along and they say, We want you

to wear this ape-suit so we can make a film of it. … But why

do you agree to do this?

BH — I was 26 years old at the time, single, they promised me

a thousand dollars for ten minutes work wearing the suit,

and I said, Why not?

Seth Shostak — Did you ever get your thousand dollars?

BH — Uh, no. No, I never got one dime.

Seth Shostak — Well, uh, presumably, after six months or a

year of not getting paid, you might have gone public with

the news.

BH — Well, I just kind of let it go. I told them — . I‗d

promised them I would not tell the media or the news or the

television or any of these people.

Seth Shostak — You‘re a man of your word, unlike, I guess,

Roger Patterson. Now, what about the fact that Roger

Patterson died of cancer in 1972. Presumably that would have

been some incentive to go public then. You owed him nothing,

at that point.

BH — That‘s true. But I kept my word. … I kept my word for 37

years, practically.



Shostak’s second introduction

Seth Shostak — It‘s Skeptical Sunday. We're talking about a

new investigation into Bigfoot. It turns out that the famous

picture of the hairy ape is a hoax. But do you still think

that the hairy guy might be out there? Well, ring us with

your comments and questions.

In 1968 I too rented an ape-suit over in Hollywood. I was a

grad student and we paraded around with it. And in fact we

even shot some 16mm Kodachrome of this thing, but it never

occurred to us that this was a way to make money.



26



Didn’t it bother you to make a hoax?

Didn‘t it bother you at all? All these years that this was

more then just a stunt. Because there were a lot of people

who believed that Bigfoot was really out there.

BH — Well, I

bothered me

that they‘d

&lt; Greg Long



don‘t believe in Bigfoot myself, but what really

was the fact that they never paid me the money

promised.

portion clipped&gt;



Footprints were made afterwards

Seth Shostak — Bob, let me ask you. Greg has mentioned

several times these castings of footprints. … There were

footprints found right after the supposed sighting— t he

filming in 1967. Did you ever see any of the footprints

being made? Do you know how that was done?

BH: The footprints they show are completely different from

the ones that were on the suit. After we made the film, I

was told to take the film — they put the suit in the trunk of

my car — take the film to Eureka, California, mail it to Al

DeAtley in Yakima. They said in the meantime they were going

to take those plaster casts that Roger had and go back up

and make the tracks that they wanted.

Seth Shostak — In other words, you didn‘t see anybody

actually making these tracks that were later filled with

plaster of paris and reproduced as casts.

BH — Uh, right.

&lt;Greg Long portion clipped&gt;



Confession-related

Seth Shostak — Bob, you‘ve undoubtedly taken a lot of flak

for this, I would assume, since you have come clean on this.

Do you feel better about it now that the story is out, or

has this become a burden for you?

BH — Uh, no, I feel better that it‘s out. The reason I came

out with it is I saw The World’s Greatest Hoaxes on

television, in I think it was 1998, that Kiviat Productions

produced, and I said, ― This is time that people knew the

truth about this film, that it was a hoax. ‖



Bigfoot’s not real

Seth Shostak — And how do you feel about Bigfoot in general?

You said you never believed that they were out there.

BH — No, I don‘t believe he‘s out there. There‘s thousands

and thousands and thousands of people in those mountains
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from California to Canada every day. And nobody seems to

come up with a live one, or a dead one, or any hard evidence

that they‘re out there.

&lt;Greg Long portion clipped&gt;



Practicing the walk

Seth Shostak — Bob, very quickly. Did you get direction on

how to behave in this film? That is to say, did you get sort

of acting directions from Patterson?

Bob Heironimus — Y es, I did. I went to Tampico, were Roger

lived, and tried the suit on, and they adjusted it the way

they wanted it. I practiced walking two or three times, and

everybody says I walk like a Bigfoot anyway. So it didn‘t

take much practice. I only walked, like I say, two or three

times and they said, ― That‘s perfect. That‘s just what we

want. ‖

Seth Shostak — (laughs) It wasn‘t a speaking part, it was

just a walk-on part.

&lt;break&gt;



Suit-related

Seth Shostak — Bob, what was it like to wear that kind of

suit?

BH — It was kind of claustrophobic at first, there. I had a

little bit of trouble. After I got it on and went through — .

When they made the film it was a hot day there in northern

California and after standing out there [indistinct] they

told me to start walking and start filming. After I got done

with it I was sweating really bad, you know, and I told them

to get this thing off me.

Seth Shostak — And that was after only a couple of minutes. I

mean, you weren‘t in it for an hour.

BH — That might have been five minutes, yes.

&lt;Greg Long portion clipped&gt;

======================
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Confession &amp; re-creation

The Yakima man who made history and legend 37 years ago by

walking in Bigfoot's flat feet donned the costume again this

week to put the hoax firmly in the halls of hooey.

"I kept it quiet for all those years, but it wasn't a secret

to most of the people around here," 63-year-old Bob

Heironimus said Wednesday at his West Valley home.

The tall cowboy walked the lumbering Bigfoot walk for

filmmakers and anti-Bigfoot authors Tuesday on private

property near Rimrock Lake. The group's goal is to make the

film behind the film, that 60-second grainy image made in

1967 by a "chronically unemployed ex-rodeo cowboy" from

Yakima named Roger Patterson.



Patterson welshed

Patterson, see, was a prankster who thought he could make a

million dollars by distributing the Bigfoot film nationally.

Enough audiences saw the image of the hairy primate that it

became an object of mythic proportions for some and

gargantuan sarcasm for others.

Heironimus said Patterson promised him $1,000 from the

takings, "but I never saw a dime."

The two kind of fell out after that, in part because

Patterson became sick with cancer and died in 1972. But as

cheated as Heironimus felt, his word was his word. "I

promised Roger I would keep it a secret," he said.

He buried Bigfoot back in his mind, got a job at Pepsi and

rode horses for fun. Then two years ago a sleuthing Seattlearea author named Greg Long found him and coaxed out the

story of the hoax. Long's "The Making of Bigfoot: The Inside

Story" was published in March.
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Summary of hoax-events

The original Bigfoot film was shot next to Bluff Creek in

the Six Rivers National Forest in northern California.

Heironimus said Patterson chose the area because it was near

a recent Bigfoot "sighting." Also on the shoot was friend

and cowboy Bob Gimlin of Yakima.

"They got one of my horses and took off for California and I

met them down there," Heironimus said. "I drove my mother's

1967 Buick. The whole film thing took 10 minutes. ‖

"I practiced the Bigfoot walk exactly the way Roger wanted

it three times. It wasn't easy," he said.

His mother, Opal, found the gorilla suit in the trunk of her

Buick the next day.

"It really scared her at first. She wanted to know what was

going on and I said, 'You'll figure it out.' She saw the

film on television and knew immediately."



Korff

But why blow a harmless hoax out of the water now?

"It's dangerous for society to believe in myths," said Kal

Korff, a Prague, Czech Republic-based investigator who

debunks hoaxes for a living.

Korff has joined forces with Long to repackage the book

about the mythical making of Bigfoot. They said they're

working on a DVD deal with Wal-Mart, a show for Fox TV and a

full-length feature film. They said National Geographic is

also making a documentary.



Morris

Korff and Long have enlisted Charlotte, N.C.-based costume

maker Philip Morris, who sold the original gorilla suit to

Patterson. He created a new Bigfoot costume for the film. In

the production, Morris, 68, will explain how Patterson

likely resculpted the suit to create breasts — yes, Bigfoot

was a she — and fashioned a pillow in the back to make a

rear-end crack. (Hint: the zipper in the suit helped.)

Will all this truth-telling spell the end of Bigfoot?

Heironimus, the man who would be the beast, said: "It

should. Truth is truth."
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Displaying the suit at the Idle Hour tavern ............................................................... 31

Lie detector Questions (the ones shown on screen) .................................................. 31



Extracts from Bob Heironimus’s Appearance on

the PAX Cable TV show “ L ie Detector,” May

17, 2005

(Transcript courtesy of Bigfootforums poster

― A rm_Chair_Squatcherback, ‖ who made it from a tape.)



Displaying the suit at the Idle Hour tavern

Bob: ― The next day I drove home, and uh, I went to the

local watering hole where all us guys hung out. And ... uh,

I lifted the trunk up and said, uh, take a look at this. I

didn‘t tell them what it was ... I said just look at this

and do not forget what this looks like. Well, two or three

weeks later, out came the movie, you know, on the

television, the film. They said, ― A h ha! That‘s what you

were doing, ‖ you know. They brought my horse back the next

day, I think it was, and uh, they just took the suit out of

the car, and that‘s the last I ever saw of that original

Bigfoot suit. ‖

Interviewer: ― Why did you show the suit to those guys? ‖

Bob: ― Because I wanted them to know, you know, when they

found out what it was that I wasn‘t lying...that I really

did do this. ‖

………………..



Lie detector Questions (the ones shown on screen)

Questioner: "Are you know sitting down?"

Bob Heironimus: "Yes."

Questioner: "Were you the Bigfoot shown in the 1967 Patterson

Film?

Bob Heironimus: "Yes."

Questioner: "Is there something else you're afraid I'll ask you a

question about, even though I told you I wouldn't?"
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Bob Heironimus: "No."

Questioner: "Was that you in the Bigfoot costume, portrayed in

the 1967 Patterson Film?"

Bob Heironimus: "Yes."
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Transcript of Heironimus’s interview on

XZone radio December 7, 2006
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1: Meeting Patterson

Rob McConnell: Bob, I had the pleasure of talking to you

off-air. Tell us how you met Roger Patterson. Were you the

man in the costume?

Heironimus: Yes, sir, I was. Gimlin said they were going to

make a movie of this Bigfoot suit. He said they were going

to sell it to the movie people and make a lot of money. He

asked me to see Patterson, so I went to his place.

He said, ― We‘ll give you $1000 to wear the suit — i t won‘t

take over ten minutes. ‖ So I agreed to do it. I tried the

suit on at his place a couple of times. They needed somebody

big and strong like I am.



2: Rendezvous

They wanted me to meet them at Weitchpec, California on a

Wednesday. They left on a Sunday. They came to my place,

took one of my horses, and took off. Wednesday I met Roger

and Bob at Weitchpec. I pulled into this gas station where

they said they would be.

They said, ― Go on up the road and wait ‖ for ‘em. I went on

up the road and waited for ‘em. They turned, pulled in

behind me.

They said, ― Follow us on up the mountain here to Bluff

Creek, ‖ and we went up there quite a ways. And they had a

camp set up there and I drove my mom‘s car down there. I had

a race car at that time and it wouldn‘t get very good gas

mileage, so I drove her new car down there. We hid the car

in the brush and went to camp.



3: Two horses at the campsite

They had a horse truck — two horses in it.

……………………..



4: Rode UP to the filmsite

The next morning we got up, saddled the horses, put the suit

on the back of one horse. I jumped on the back of Bob or

Roger — I don‘t remember which — and we rode up to where they

had a film site picked out.



5: Your horse Chico is in film

Korff: Can you confirm that your horse is visible in the

Patterson film?

Heironimus: Yes, my horse is in that, yes.
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6: I put the suit on

I put the suit on and Roger told me, ― Now stand over here.

When I give you the signal, you start walking down through

here. ‖



7: “I’d already practiced” the walk

I‘d already practiced, you know, at his place before and he

said that was perfect. So I stood over there, he told me to

start walking, and I started walking down there in the

Bigfoot gait.



8: “I turned once or twice”

And I turned once or twice and looked at him and he said,

― T hat‘s it, cut.‖



9: Hot, around 1st October

And so I — it was really hot. I was sweating to death. It was

in the — around the first October — and I jumped in this big

hole behind a tree that had blown over. I was afraid of

getting shot all this time — October — starting the hunting

season.



10: 11 or 12 AM

So I jumped down this hole, told ‘em to get this thing offa

me. They stripped the suit offa me, we loaded it back up.

This was about 11 o‘clock, 12 o‘clock in the morning.



11: “I put the suit in the car”

We rode back to camp, I put the suit in the back of the car,

my car.



12: I mailed the film &amp; took off for home

Roger said take this film — he had an envelope there— t o

Eureka, California and mail it to Al DeAtley. I took the

film to Eureka, mailed the film, and I took off for home.



13: They didn’t want people seeing the suit

They wanted me to take the suit because when they broke the

news down there they didn‘t want … they had to carry their

36



gear in the back of the truck — they didn‘t want people

seeing the suit.



14: P&amp;G retrieved the suit a couple of days later

So I took the suit home. And a couple days later they

brought my horse home, took the suit out of the car, and

that‘s the last I saw of the suit.



15: Right away they knew what I’d been doing

After I got back from down there I still had the suit in the

car. I went up to the local water hole and some of the boys

wanted to know where I‘d been the last few days. I took ‘em

out to the car, I opened the trunk, and I said, ― T ake a

look at this. … Do not forget what this looks like.‖ Well

right away, they knew right then, what I‘d been doing.



16: At least six guys saw the suit

At least six of those guys saw the suit.

And the word spread. Two weeks after the film came out on

television, 50 to 100 people in that community out there

knew it was me.



17: $1000; Photos of camp?

Rob McConnell: And $1000 back in 1967 was a considerable

amount of money.

Heironimus: Yes it was, yes it was.

Rob McConnell: Did anybody take any photos of the camp?

Heironimus: Uh, there‘s some photos I think of the camp,

yes. I didn‘t take any photos. Seems to me like I saw

somebody had some uh — Bob or Roger or somebody came up with

a — have a picture of the camp.



18: Patterson’s character &amp; Bigfoot hunting background

Rob McConnell: What kind of man was Patterson?

Heironimus: Well, Roger wasn‘t too honest. He screwed me out

of 1000 bucks, and numerous, numerous other people. He was

kinda what you might call a con man.

Rob McConnell: Prior to the film, did Patterson admit openly

that he was looking for Sasquatch?
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Heironimus: Well, I‘ve been told he went to Mt. St. Helens

before this, him and Gimlin … and he was supposed to have

sighted tracks up towards his place — and those are the only

ones that have been seen around. … He was trying to get this

across.



19: Costume: How many pieces; how were breasts attached?

Rob McConnell: About the costume: Was it a one-piece, a twopiece? Were the feet separate?

Heironimus: Well, it seems to me like, if I remember, I had

to sit down on a log. They pulled the suit on to the waist,

then, stiff arms out, they put the torso on, and then the

head on last.

Rob McConnell: What did they do to get the breast effect?

Heironimus: Uh, Roger modified the face and put the breasts

on it, and he combed the fur and he took patches off here

and there y‘know to make it look like it had been in the

brush and that kinda stuff. Roger made the face different

and he put the breasts on it.



20: Hoax background: Was Patterson serious? How costly?

Rob McConnell: What was Patterson like while he was taking

the film? Was he joking around? Did he act as though this

was going to be a con?

Heironimus: He was very serious about this. Anybody that

would spend all that time modifying the suit, arranging to

go down there — his brother-in-law was backing him

financially — it was planned out very good.

Rob McConnell: How much did this entire production cost?

Heironimus: I have no idea. … It couldn‘t have been very

much, y‘know.



21: Why and when I confessed

Like I say, he promised me the thousand dollars and after 35

years I saw this thing on TV on The World’s Greatest Hoaxes

and I said, ― It‘s time people knew the truth about this. ‖

So I talked to a couple of attorney-friends of mine and they

said, ― Go for it, ‖ so I spilled the beans.

Rob McConnell: If you had known after 35 years the film

would be taken so seriously by so many, would you have done

it?
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Heironimus: Yes, I would have, and I also would have

demanded my money or I would have spilled the beans or told

the media a month later.



22: Why didn’t you speak up earlier?

Question from listener Robin: Since you didn‘t get paid, why

didn‘t you speak up earlier?

Heironimus: I was hoping year after year there that I would

get paid. And then, after about four years I decided

everybody knew that it was me anyway out where we lived out

there. They would say, ― Was it really you? ‖ … And I‘d say,

― Y es, it was. ‖ I just let the cat out of the bag. It

didn‘t matter to me — I knew after three or four years I

wouldn‘t be paid anyway.



23: Oscar? Lie detector tests

Rob McConnell: So after all these years, after all the

controversy, after hearing so many so-called experts look at

the film and say that you were a Sasquatch — have you ever

been nominated for an Oscar?

Heironimus: [laughs] — No, nothing like that, sir. Like I

say, I went to California, I was on a lie detector show, one

of the biggest polygraph testers in the US gave me the test.

And of course I passed the other one at the police

department in Yakima.



24: Have you had ridicule or threats? Lawyer’s letter

Question from listener Jeff: A show like this is worth

staying up all night for. Have you received ridicule or

threats?

Heironimus: I haven‘t received anything, really. There‘s a

few of those professors so-called that — a couple of other

guys that called in and said I‘m lying.

No, I haven‘t had any real threats over it, except for

Gimlin, Bob. I still consider Bob a friend. His attorney

wrote me a threatening letter.

Rob McConnell: What did the attorney‘s letter say?

Heironimus: They told me I‘d better confess or clam up on

this thing or they would sue me.

Rob McConnell: Confess about what?

Heironimus: Well, I guess they were afraid of the truth. …

But the deal is, I‘m sure that Bob, which is a friend of

mine, he lives about a quarter mile down the road from me,
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had promised Roger on his deathbed that he would never

reveal the hoax.



25: Suitcase full of money

I told Roger I wouldn‘t tell anybody either. But, after

seeing this thing on TV for 35 years, as I say, every other

month or every three months, for all those years, somebody‘s

being paid for that film to be shown. I never got a dime.

Not one dime. After 35 years I saw The World’s Greatest

Hoaxes. I said, ― I t‘s time people knew the truth.‖

Heironimus: One of Roger‘s family members called me about

four years ago from Colorado and told me that he personally

saw one suitcase plumb full of money. And he also saw a

garbage can, a 30- or 40-gallon garbage can, full of money.



26: irrigation boots, knee high

Rob McConnell: Kal was just talking about wading boots.

Heironimus: Those were irrigation boots, you know, kind of

like irrigators wear, up to about the knees. That‘s why the

calves stick out pretty good there.



27: Gimlin-related material

Rob McConnell: Has Gimlin made any money on this film?

Heironimus: He claims he hasn‘t made any money, no. And I

don‘t think he would lie to me about that.

Rob McConnell: Has there been a change in his lifestyle over

the years or is he still the same Bob Gimlin that you‘ve

always known?

Heironimus: He‘s basically the same old boy, y‘know. He‘s

retired, he‘s got a nice place down there below me, and he‘s

still breaking horses and does his own thing.

Rob McConnell: Tell me, do you guys meet at the local bar

and bend elbows having a good old beer and some chicken

wings? Do you ever look at him and say, ― Ah come on, why

don‘t we just come clean? ‖

Heironimus: No, we don‘t talk much about this anymore, in

fact we hardly talk at all. We didn‘t talk at all for

awhile, then we started waving at each other. He stopped me

a couple of times, asked how I was doing, that‘s about it.

We don‘t talk about Bigfoot.



28: 2 or 3 of Patterson’s family knew
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Rob McConnell: Now, how do you think people are going to

take the fact that Patterson has graduated to the next level

of our spiritual development and is no longer with us? How

do you think people are going to feel now that this is

coming to a head, that it‘s going to affect his family, and

has anybody said, ― Why don‘t you just leave sleeping dogs

lie? ‖

Heironimus: No, not really. We expected that, uh — [ trails

off]. Some of the family didn‘t like it at all. But, uh, the

truth is the truth. Two or three of the family knew it was

me anyway.



29: MSN messages commend you

Rob McConnell: I‘m getting MSN messages from around the

world and from the X-Zone nation and they‘re supportive of

you and they commend you for coming out and being honest.

Heironimus: Well, the truth‘s the truth.



30: Media receptive—they want the truth

Rob McConnell: Bob, when you go on TV shows and radio shows,

and meet other members of the print media, how do they treat

your story?

Heironimus: They treat it with respect. I think that 99% of

them want the truth.



31: Critics don’t bother me: Bigfoot’s not real

Rob McConnell: Now here you are, the gentleman who‘s come

clean and said, I was the guy in the Bigfoot suit,‖ you‘ve

passed two lie detector tests, and still people say, ― Nah,

you didn‘t. ‖ How do you feel when you hear people saying,

― N o you were not there, ‖ when you know you were there?

Heironimus: Well, you know, it‘s kind of upsetting, but

listen, they‘re [Bigfoots] supposed to have been spotted in

[many states] and Canada, there‘s supposed to be over 2000

of ‘em. And the people who saw these, or claim they saw

these, none of ‘em ever shot one or had a camera or could

find any DNA. They say the [1958 Bluff Creek] footprints

were fake. Anybody can make a footprint. Well, it doesn‘t

take a genius to really figure this thing out.



32: I don’t believe in Bigfoot

Rob McConnell: Bob, do you believe in Sasquatch?

Heironimus: No, no. There‘s thousands and thousands and

thousands of people in the mountains from Canada to Happy
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Camp, Bluff Creek, all that area, every day. Thousands, and

once in a while somebody will say they got a glimpse of

something that looks like a Bigfoot. I don‘t think so. There

has been no DNA found, no bones, no captures, no killings.

And there‘s supposed to be 2000 of ‘em. Surely somebody

would have bagged one by now.

Rob McConnell: So what does it feel like to be the world‘s

only living Sasquatch?

Heironimus: Well, I was 26 years old when I made the film

and I‘ll be 66 pretty soon so it‘s no big deal.



33: I’d like to tell listeners I was Bigfoot

Rob McConnell: Bob, what would you like to tell the

listeners who are listening to us around the world tonight?

Heironimus: I‘d like to tell ‘em that it was me in the

Bigfoot suit in the Roger Patterson film in 1967. It was a

hoax.



34: My family saw the suit

Rob McConnell: What did the family think at the time, and

what do they think now?

Heironimus: My mother opened the trunk of the car. … My

nephew was there and he was about eight years old … and he

put the head of the suit on and went into the house to see

if he could scare somebody. And my aunt — she‘s no longer

alive — she saw the suit.



35: Pix of Patty upset me—it’s ME

Rob McConnell: When you see pictures on the Internet or in

books or in newspapers of you in the suit, how‘s it make you

feel?

Heironimus: Well, it makes me upset a little bit because I

know it‘s me, the family knew it was me, Roger Patterson‘s

family, some of them, knew it was me, it upsets me a little

bit, this keeps dragging on and on.



36: RM: Buddies &amp; family saw the suit

Rob McConnell: He‘s been asked by people, ― Well, how can

you prove it? ‖ ― W ell, wait a second, ‖ he says. ― M y mother

saw the suit, members of my family saw the suit, my buddies

at the drinking hole saw the suit, and everybody knew that

I, Bob Heironimus, is Bigfoot. ‖
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37: I’m Bigfoot Bob

Rob McConnell: Does anybody call you a Bigfoot or a

Sasquatch in the community?

Heironimus: Oh yeah, yeah, everybody.

Korff: In fact, tell them what your nickname is, ‘cause you

sign it all the time.

Heironimus: Bigfoot Bob.



38: Jeff in Orlando: Thanks for information

Question from Jeff in Orlando: I just want to thank him ….

It‘s so wonderful to hear everything you‘re saying.

Rob McConnell: Well, that‘s what we‘re here for, to get both

sides of the coin out there and let the audience decide

whether it‘s true or not. But here we‘ve got the guy who was

in the suit saying, ― It‘s me, this is how it happened, this

is why I did it, this is what‘s been happening over the last

35 years and why I‘ve decided to tell the world is because

this. ‖ Isn‗t that what the media is supposed to do?

Jeff: This is incredible that you‘re finally coming forward

with all this information.



39: I just waited hopefully for payment

Heironimus: Well, it‘s time that people knew the truth. It‘s

time a long time ago. I just waited hopefully. I didn‘t want

to stir up anyone, hoping that one of these years I‗d get

paid. Like I said, after four or five years, I decided the

hell with it, I‘m not going to be paid, so I might just as

well tell the truth.



40: RM: Come back on show

Rob McConnell: Bob it‘s been a pleasure having you and thank

you for setting the record straight, here on the X-Zone. I

do hope that I‘ll have the pleasure of talking to you in the

future, sir.

Heironimus: Any time.

*******
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7. Jim Pearson’s three-part interview-series, Jan. &amp; Feb. 2007

This is a series based on two interviews of BH. It was

printed in January and February 2007 issues of Marlene‘s

Upper Valley Press, a Yakima-area weekly “ shopper.” The

text below was e-mailed to me by Pearson. — RK

Coffee with Bigfoot (Part One)................................................................................. 44
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Coffee with Bigfoot (Part One)

Jim Pearson



BH was Patty

Bigfoot isn‘t. I bought him a cup of coffee January 8th

in Willy D‘s Café in Wiley City, and his cowboy boots are

size nine and a half.

Bob Heironimus was the guy in the ape suit down in

Bluff Creek, California in October of ‘67 when Roger

Patterson and Bob Gimlin filmed ― Bigfoot. ‖ It‘s that

famous less-than-a-minute-long film you‘ve no doubt seen

many times. Bob tells me it‘s even in the current edition of

Playboy but not the centerfold.



Patty had an artificial eye

You will remember that Bigfoot goes strolling along and

turns back to look at the camera. You can see the creature‘s

right eye, but you won‘t see one on the left because Bigfoot

had only one eye. So does Bob Heironimus.

Roger offered Bob a thousand dollars to go down to

California and suit up, but Bob had to keep the secret

because Roger planned to sell the film to Hollywood. A

thousand bucks was a lot of money back in ‘67, so Bob
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agreed, but first they went out by Tampico where Bob suited

up, and they practiced. Right away, there was a problem —

Bigfoot didn‘t have any eyes. The head/face part of the

uniform was glued on to a football helmet, and Bob was

peering through two slits a couple inches in front of his

eyes. If Bigfoot were to look at the camera, two slits would

show instead of eyes.

Bob had a solution. He wears a prosthetic eye on his

right side, so he couldn‘t see through that slit anyway. He

had an extra eye, so Roger glued it where the slit was on

the right side. No problem for Bob since he had no vision on

that side anyway.



The drive to the campsite

Heironimus loaned his horse Chico to Patterson and

Gimlin who left for California a week or two before

Heironimus. Bob borrowed his Mother‘s new Buick because his

Corvette used too much gasoline and away he went. He drove

straight through, hid the Buick in the brush because Roger

didn‘t want local people to remember a car with a Washington

license plate being in the area, crawled into the overhang

over the cab of the horse truck, and slept. The next day,

they filmed Bigfoot.



The Patty-walk

Heironimus remembers it this way, ― T hat suit was hot

and I wanted to get it off. Besides, I was afraid a hunter

might shoot me. ‖ A huge evergreen tree had tipped over, and

the root ball had left a deep hole. Bob jumped into the hole

out of sight to take off the uniform.



The return home

Back at camp, they cleaned away the brush hiding the

Buick, threw the Bigfoot uniform in the trunk, and Bob

started for home, stopping in Eureka to mail the unprocessed

8mm [sic] film to Yakima. He drove straight through, parked

his mother‘s Buick, and went to bed. While he slept, his

mother decided to drive her car down to pick up some apples,

and that‘s when the Bigfoot story began to unravel.



The Unmaking of Bigfoot (Part Two)

Jim Pearson

Last week, I told you about Bob Heironimus traveling to

northern California to join Roger Patterson and Bob Gimlin.

Heironimus suited up and strolled across in front of

Patterson‘s camera. It‘s the famous Bigfoot film you‘ve seen

many times. After that, Bob, a twenty-six-year-old bachelor

who lived with his mother, drove straight home in her car,

parked it and went to sleep.
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Opal finds the suit

While her son slept, Opal Heironimus decided she needed

apples. When she opened the car trunk to put in some empty

boxes, she saw the Bigfoot costume, the face staring up at

her. ― It liked to scared her to death, ‖ Bob says. About

that time, Opal‘s jokester friend came along. She put on the

Bigfoot head and began running around with it. Later, Bob‘s

nephew did the same thing. But Bob, sworn to secrecy,

wouldn‘t talk about the suit — not for thirty-five years, he

didn‘t.



Patterson made money, BH didn’t

In the meantime, Patterson was selling out movie houses

to audiences eager to hear about Bigfoot and to buy

Patterson‘s book. He collected garbage cans full of moviegoers‘ money, sold his book, film rights and who knows what

else. He sold some of the rights several times and made

financial promises he didn‘t or couldn‘t keep, among them,

the promise he to pay Bob a thousand dollars for suiting up.

Not only that, Bob missed a week‘s work when he went down to

California.



People in Tampico knew it was a hoax

The whole thing wasn‘t much of a secret — not around

Heironimus‘s home turf, anyway. In the Yakima, Ahtanum,

Wiley City and Tampico areas, many people knew, or at least

suspected, what Roger Patterson was doing. Bigfoot had been

sighted in the West Valley area many times, but only after

Roger Patterson became interested in the legendary creature.



Greg Long, Kal Korff, and Philip Morris

Greg Long, in his book The Making of Bigfoot, tells

those stories, and it‘s interesting reading. Many of the

people who knew or strongly suspected the Bigfoot film was a

fake are mentioned in Long‘s book— s ome of them people I

know or have met. Bob lent me his copy that is autographed

by Kal Korff, Philip Morris, and Greg Long, but I have since

got my own copy from Amazon.com and Bob autographed it for

me.

Korff is the President and CEO of Critical Thinkers,

and has debunked such stories as the Roswell UFO crash in

1947.

Philip Morris, a resident of North Carolina, produces

ape costumes for Hollywood and when he saw the Bigfoot film

on TV he said, ― I made that costume, but not the head, ‖

and he still has the sales record to prove he sold it to

Roger Patterson who later manufactured the head to more

closely fit his idea of what Bigfoot‘s face should look

like.

[Morris specifically denied having a sales receipt in

Long‘s book, p. 465, &amp; in the Biscardi interview. Possibly

BH misinformed Pearson. — RK]
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Confession-related

But still Bob Heironimus kept quiet. One day as he and

his mother watched TV, the Bigfoot film clip came on. Opal

looked at her son and said, ― That‘s the costume that was in

my car trunk, wasn‘t it? ‖ Her son refused to answer.



Bob Goes Public (Part 3)

Jim Pearson



World’s Greatest Hoaxes

Meantime, other people were making lots of money off

the hoax, but Bob had been stiffed to the tune of week‘s

lost wages and a thousand bucks. Finally, when the TV

production called World’s Greatest Hoaxes showed, Bob went

public. He had kept quiet for more than thirty years, and

that was long enough.

Hoaxes claimed computer enhancement showed Bob‘s belt

buckle under the gorilla costume. When I asked Bob if that

was true, he said, ― I don‘t know, but if they had looked,

they would probably have seen my wallet bulging. ‖



BH is credible to most people

The third person to autograph The Making of Bigfoot,

the book Bob lent me, was Greg Long, the author, and he

makes a strong case for the California Bigfoot being a hoax.

Everyone who knew Roger Patterson said he didn‘t work nor

did he pay his bills. Everyone who knew Bob Heironimus said

he did work and was honest. If Bob said he was Bigfoot, they

believed him.



But not to all

Others were non-believers — in Bob‘s story, that is.

Many of them were biologists with lots of letters after

their name. One of them called Bob a liar, but he lived back

east. Good thing for him!

Finally, someone suggested a lie detector test and Bob

agreed — twice. Both tests showed Heironimus was telling the

truth. Still, people who wanted to believe in America‘s wild

ape persisted. Some were honest in their belief while others

were in it for the money.

Bob even got a letter from a Chicago lawyer saying he

was going to sue if Bob persisted in telling the lie.

Bob‘s reaction? ― B ring it on! ‖



The return of the suit and Chico

Heironimus has no idea what happened to the costume he

wore down there in California. When Patterson and Gimlin

showed up one day to return Chico, Heironimus‘ horse, they

collected the ape suit from the trunk of the Buick and Bob

never saw it again.

Heironimus smiles when he remembers Chico. At the end

[sic] of the tape, the film goes wild as Patterson‘s horse

begins bucking. ― R oger was riding my horse, ‖ Heironimus
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remembers, ― and Chico didn‘t know how to buck. He

[Patterson] was waving the camera around to make it look

like the horse spooked and started bucking. ‖



Bindernagel is a disbeliever in BH

I told Bob about listening to John Bindernagel, a

Canadian biologist with his doctorate in wildlife biology.

Afterward, I bought his book on the subject. Dr. Bindernagel

is a nice gentleman who, I think, honestly believes in

Sasquatch, the Canadian Indian name for Bigfoot. After

talking with Bob the second time, I called Dr. Bindernagel.

He told me he no longer uses the California film or Roger

Patterson to support his belief in Sasquatch, but he left no

doubt he still believes. He went on to say he would like to

meet Heironimus sometime in a non-confrontational situation.

He was curious, he said, to know the motivation behind such

a prank.

Bob, says sure, he‘d be glad to talk with Dr.

Bindernagel, but his answer to motivation if simple— h e was

promised a thousand dollars which he has still to collect.

That would be an interesting meeting, I think — one that

would make a great story. I intend to invite the two of them

to my house hoping they will let me report on their

conversation. That would make a great story.
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Transcript of Bob Heironimus’s interview on

Tom Biscardi’s Bigfoot Live Internet radio

show, March 14, 2007.

Patterson’s approach to BH

Tom Biscardi — When did Roger contact you and how did this

whole thing get started?

Bob Heironimus — W ell I run around with Bob Gimlin for quite

a while. We broke horses and rode in the mountains a lot.

Bob was acquainted with Roger pretty well, and they were

looking for a big guy, a strong guy, that could wear this

suit. Well, Bob Gimlin mentioned me.

And Roger asked him if he could contact me and maybe we

could talk about it. So Bob got ahold of me and we met at

Tampico where Roger lived at his house there.

And he asked me if I‘d wear this suit. He said, ― I ‘ll give

you a thousand dollars if you wear this suit. It‘ll only

take about ten minutes. ‖ And he said, ― We‘re going to sell

this suit [sic] to the movie people, and as we make money

off this you‘ll make more money. ‖



Trying on the suit &amp; practicing the walk

And he said — I promised that I wouldn‘t tell anybody, and he

said he‘d give me the thousand dollars. And so a day or two

later I went up there and he had the suit there. And he had

modified it, you know. He‘d put the breasts on it, and he‘d

put a different face in the suit.

And I agreed to try the suit on. And he done a few

adjustments there. And he showed me how he wanted me to

walk. So I put the suit on, I sat down on this log and put

this suit on. They helped me get into it. And I took off

across this pasture in back of his house there. He would

yell at me how he wanted me to walk. We took off out there

and done about three times, and I got this down the way he

wanted it, and he said, ― That‘s perfect. ‖



The drive to the campsite

So I went home and the next day or two he called me and

said — [coughs] — p robably about a week or two — he called me

and said they were going to go to California. And he said,

― C an you meet us down there? ‖ So I agreed to go down

there.

And I met him at this service station there, in a little

town there. And one of them came up, I think it was Bob, and

he says, ― Go on out of town here, drive on out of town
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