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Introduction:

During the past few years, a website became very popular among the media.

This website was leaking very confidential, supposedly secret information that when

leaked, could be a threat to the security of nations. Secrets of rulers and governments

were exposed through this website. Thus, a controversy was created on whether this

website is useful, as it exposes the truth, or on whether it’s a threat that should be

fought.

Wikileaks is a non-profit, online media organization founded by the Australian

hacker, Julian Assange. It officially started in December 2006. It’s an organization

whose basic principle is to fight for freedom of speech and expose the truth. The only

purpose of the organization is to reduce misconduct and corruption by revealing

violations, no matter what the status of the person who did them was. By doing this,

the wrong that people regularly commit will decrease, which will create a more just

society. However, there has always been a question mark on this website, and it has

been fought by multiple sides since its start.

Background:

Even though there have been so many rumors that Wikileaks is an intelligence

agency or that might be loyal to a certain government, there has been no proof that

this is true. Until now, the website has been known that it’s by an organization called

Sunshine Press, which is funded by people who support the ethics of Wikileaks, such

as journalists, human rights activists, technologists, or people who are just devotees to

the website.

Wikileaks is responsible for leaking very critical information. One of the most

important leaks was in 2010, when it leaked 400,000 articles related to the war in

Iraq. This leak has been named as “the largest leak of classified documents in
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history.” Furthermore, another notable revelation was when it released 779 documents

from Guantanamo Bay in April 25th, 2011. Those documents stated that over 150

people were held at the prison with nothing against them.

The only known people behind the website are Julian Assange, who is the

director, editor in chief, and of course the founder of Wikileaks, and Kristinn

Hrafnsson, who is the spokesman of Wikileaks. Other than these two people, no one

specifically is known. It is only known that the website is operated through a large

team of software programmers, accredited journalists, mathematicians, network

engineers, and people of other professions.

Security:

Wikileaks takes a number of precautions for the safety of the people who

submit in the information for publication. First, it has an electronic drop box through

which anyone can submit his or her information anonymously, which is the most

popular way for submission on Wikileaks. It works with a technology called

cryptographic information technologies. The website encourages that this way of

submission shall be done through net cafes or wireless hot spots to ensure total

anonymity and security. Sources can submit their news personally or via mail if they

desire to; however, the drop box is the most secure way for submission because it

ensures anonymity. Second, they do have a number of lawyers from all around the

world who volunteer to defend in Wikileaks’ cases. Third, Wikileaks may, when

necessary, delay the release of an article or remove some details in order not to

endanger the life of the source. The organization does not usually censor any news,

but specific details may be removed to protect people’s lives. Until now, Wikileaks

has never revealed a source.

Ethics and Accuracy:
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Wikileaks is known to be an accurate source for journalists to use because it’s

known to make many efforts to make sure that the information it publishes is correct.

According to the Wikileaks website, in order to determine the accuracy of a

document, they “do a forensic analysis of the document, determine the cost of

forgery, means, motive, opportunity, the claims of the apparent authoring

organization, and answer a set of other detailed questions about the document.” Also,

they may go to the place or country where the news is about in order to prove that the

information is correct. The organization may send a team to conduct a research in

order to make sure that everything is true.

Even though the website uses the same publishing form of Wikipedia, the

articles of Wikileaks cannot be edited by random readers like Wikipedia’s articles.

The form used by both websites is the only similarity between them. Other than that,

the two websites have nothing to do with each other.

In addition, one of the Wikileaks’ most important principles is to only publish

facts. It does not publish any form of first hand reporting, such as opinions or rumors.

It only takes “classified, censored or otherwise restricted material of political,

diplomatic or ethical significance.” Another important principle is that the website

doesn’t publish information that is already available through the media. It’s always

the first to publish its news. Furthermore, the organization claims that it doesn’t

censor any documents received. The only censoring that may occur is when some

information is hidden to protect the source, as previously mentioned.

Moreover, the website claims that it’s very important to them that they don’t

influence the readers with their opinions. This is why it publishes the original news

document of the source along with a Wikileaks press published article about the
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document. This is to enable the readers to see two ways of stating the truth so that

they can form more accurate opinion.

Legal Issues:

Many governments have stood against Wikileaks and tried to ban it from their

nation. For example, Australia blacklisted and censored it from March 2009 until

November 2011. Also, the US government at a point of time had completely

prohibited federal government employees from accessing Wikileaks, unless granted

permission. Therefore, because it had been banned and is still banned in some

countries, Wikileaks has many websites that offer the information that it has, but

under a different address name. An example of a website like that would be

https://destiny.mooo.com/.

In addition to being banned in nations, Wikileaks has been fought through

targeting Julian Assange himself. He had been accused of sexual misconduct by

Swedish women before, but the cases were dropped later.

The media organization has been awarded with the 2008 Economist Index on

Censorship Freedom of Expression award and the 2009 Amnesty International human

rights reporting award. Additionally, Assange has won several journalistic and civil

libertarian prizes. He has also been a nominee of Time Magazine’s person of the year

the Nobel Peace Prize.

Conclusion:

Wikileaks has been a very helpful source of truth in different issues. The

reason to why it wasn’t able to have anything legal against it, even though it was

exposing “threatening secrets”, was because of the fact that it was only exposing the

truth. This was also why it gained attention, success, and even donors to fund it.
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Therefore, as long as it will keep exposing these secrets, it will continue growing and

it will gain more supporters.
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