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From The Publisher

It is the last month of 2013. Area basketball teams are practicing. The Christmas

tournaments are just a few weeks away. Wrestling is underway. Swim teams

are in the pool. And yet we are still talking about football. We’ll get to the other

sports in short order (along with tennis, golf, soccer, baseball, and track). Right

now, however, it’s all about the football playoffs.

In this edition of In the Game High School Sports Magazine, we take a look

at what very well could be our final round of football athlete spotlights. The

playoffs will be well underway when this edition hits the streets. A few of our

teams will likely already be eliminated. But maybe, just maybe, some of our

teams will still be in the running for a state championship. We will cover the

playoffs in January; right now, we are still spotlighting several standout players

from the area.

We have a dual Player Spotlight feature this month: Thomasville running back

Mario Cherry and Lowndes defensive tackle Zack Copeland. Cherry should

be no stranger to football fans around South Georgia. He has been one of the

better running backs for a couple of years now. During the regular season, he

fell just shy of 1,200 rushing yards and scored 17 touchdowns. Cherry has been

a big part of a resurgent Bulldogs’ program and has played very well under new

Head Coach Leroy Ryals. The second member of our Player Spotlight duo, Zack

Copeland, is a proven playmaker on the Lowndes defensive line. He plays well

in big games and has a passion for football unrivaled by any player in the area.

Both of these talented young men will play on Saturdays.
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Speaking of running backs, the Valdosta Wildcats have a pair of backs who

have put up some pretty impressive numbers over the last several years. Nelson

Herring and Malcolm Joseph have totaled nearly 3,500 yards in the last two

seasons and have helped the Wildcats to 13 wins and consecutive playoff berths

over that same time period. The two enjoy playing with each other, are unselfish,

and best of friends. We cover these two talented young men in a special feature

this month.

If it seems like we’re working in twos this month, it’s because we are! We feature

two Brooks County assistants, Defensive Coordinator Richard Andrews and

Offensive Coordinator Clifford Fedd, in our Coach’s Corner feature. These two

coordinators have helped orchestrate a stingy Trojan defense and high-octane

offense that led Brooks County to a region championship in 2013. Both coaches

are from Florida and eventually ended up at Valdosta State University. From

there, they found their way to Quitman and have enjoyed a great run with the

Trojans.

As we close out 2013, we look forward to an exciting new year. The next

few weeks will be a transition period; with schools closed for the latter part

of December and the first part of January, sports will be in a bit of a

holding pattern. Once school re-opens for the second semester, in spite

of very cool temperatures for another couple of months, the spring sports

will be in full swing. And In the Game High School Sports Magazine

will be right there for all the action!

See you in 2014. Have a great Christmas season!
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