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Introduction

End Youth Homelessness has made good progress since its launch in May 2013. The group

was brought together both to gather backing from public, business and charities

and to influence the policies of the three main political parties at both a local and

national level.

We have signed up more than 40 youth homelessness charities and support providers

along with nearly 3000 members of the public. Through the networks of the business

partners we have also been able to press home the need for more companies to offer

work placements and apprenticeships to young people, including those who have

experienced homelessness.

Through a refreshed website we are now able to involve the public in campaigns, be

that through writing to their local representatives or, shortly, the ability to find and

download materials to campaign and educate with themselves.

Whilst building a new brand with limited resources inevitably takes time, End Youth

Homelessness achieved both national and regional coverage for two royal visits

undertaken by Centrepoint’s patron HRH The Duke of Cambridge to two youth

homelessness services in November 2013. Attempts to raise the issues surrounding

youth homelessness have been hugely helped by reports from member organisations,

including several by Homeless Link and The Prince’s Trust’s Macquarie Youth Index.

Business in the Community, National Grid, Taylor Wimpey and HSBC also continue to play

a vital role in practically addressing youth unemployment through both raising the

issue at business forums and by providing traineeships and apprenticeships directly.

Through meetings with politicians, and high profile supporters such as Prince William,

we have made progress on the policy key asks set out in May 2013. We were pleased to

see the government recognise earlier this year the need for a ‘Positive Pathway’ for

young people at risk of homelessness. We have also seen pledges from all the main

parties to increase the number of affordable homes which will be built after the 2015

general election.



organisational and

public sign up



One of the key aims of End Youth Homelessness was to gather support from the

public, charities, and businesses to demonstrate a mandate for our messages to

politicians.

With that aim, we have this year focussed on signing up youth homelessness

charities and support providers. So far we have signed up xx organisations, with a

regional spread covering the length and breadth of the UK.

After initial attempts to sign up supporters from amongst the public through the

EYH website, we switched the petition to change.org at the beginning of 2014. This

has been a far more effective way of attracting signatures to the petition, which

now totals 2,700 signatories. End Youth Homelessness currently has 570 followers

on Twitter and 255 ‘Likes’ on Facebook.



party conferences

&amp; royal visits

To raise the profile of the campaign Centrepoint organised a fringe meeting at each of

the Conservative and Labour Party conferences in September 2013, on the theme of a

home and a job. During the Labour Party conference event, Centrepoint’s Chief

Executive Seyi Obakin and Mike Westcott, Group HR Director from National Grid, had the

opportunity to raise with End Youth Homelessness’ key asks with key figures from the

party, including Sir Robin Wales (Mayor of Newham), Cllr Tudor Evans (Leader of

Plymouth City Council), Jack Dromey MP (the then Shadow Housing Minister) and

Shadow Charities’ Minister Lisa Nandy MP. At the Conservative conference, guests

included speakers included government youth advisor Shaun Bailey, Cllr Robert Light

from the Local Government Association and Lord Whitby, the former leader of

Birmingham City Council.

Following the party conference events, Centrepoint organised two visits by their

patron HRH The Duke of Cambridge in support of End Youth Homelessness. The first of

the visits took place in partnership with The Prince’s Trust at Centrepoint’s Dundas

Street service, and gained both national and regional print and broadcast coverage.

The second event, which took place in a St Basil’s service just a week later, in

Birmingham celebrated the sign up by Birmingham City Council, local health, housing

and education providers, and faith groups to support the campaign.



politicians



In addition to recruiting public and organisational support for ending

youth homelessness, the second key aim of year one of the campaign was

to progress the adoption of the seven keys asks by political parties, at

both a national and local level. To achieve this, member organisations

have met with politicians at all levels of government to press home the

case for ending youth homelessness, through providing more mediation

services, building more affordable homes, and ensuring that young people

can access training and employment.



progress on key asks

These interactions with politicians have led to the government already

adopting one key ask – that of putting forward guidance for local councils that

they should adopt the Positive Pathway model approach (partly developed with the

support of St Basil’s) for young people experiencing homelessness – and the

Labour party to pledge their support for a jobs guarantee for young people who

are out of work for than 6 months; and to build at least 200,000 homes a year by

2020. All parties are now committed to reforming the private rented sector.

We have also seen progress on tackling youth unemployment caused by lack of

skills, with funding now secured from the current government to fund young

people engaging with traineeships.



E-campaigning,

a refreshed website

and a new film

In order to expand the range of campaigning options and materials available

through eyh.org.uk, in February a two month project to refresh the End Youth

Homelessness campaign began.

The completed project now allows supporters to directly contact their local

politicians through a pre-prepared email (which they can also tailor), and over the

next few months new downloadable materials (mythbusting FAQs, links to work

placement and apprenticeship offers) will be available on the site. Through

greater engagement with the website, and through social media, we hope to

increase the number of people who are aware of the EYH brand and are inspired to

contact their local MP ahead of the 2015 General Election.

Working with End Youth Homelessness funding colleagues, the Spring also saw

the production of a new film - for use with corporate supporters and the public aimed at introducing the key facets of youth homelessness.

A seeding campaign was initiated to promote the film culminating in over 21,000

views with a watch- through rate of 20%



Integration with

EYH funding



Since the formal launch of the End Youth Homelessness funding partnership, the

campaign has been working closely with them to amplify our key messages,

particularly around the employment and skills key asks. As the annual ‘Sleep

Outs’ approach in November we will increase the level of joint working between

the two halves of EYH.



Looking forward

Regional Events



In July, Centrepoint took the opportunity of holding its own regional

event in the North East to highlight End Youth Homelessness’ key

asks to local MPs, councillors, support providers, employers and

housing associations.

During the Autumn we will be hosting events in Bradford (with Gerry

Sutcliffe MP) and Liverpool (now confirmed for 21st November with

Louise Ellman MP) to bring together key stakeholders to discuss

enabling homeless young people to secure a home and a job.

Working with EYH member the Young Peoples’ Support Foundation in

Manchester we are currently seeking to persuade the City Council to

sign up to the seven key asks, which would be followed by a similar

roundtable event.



council sign-ups



In addition to asking the cities of Bradford, Liverpool and

Manchester to sign up to the key asks, EYH members are also in the

process of persuading local authorities within which they work to

sign up. This work will be ongoing through the Summer and Autumn

of 2014.

We will also be asking MPs and political candidates to sign up to End



building the

brand through

the media



Building the End Youth Homelessness brand through the media has

been the most difficult target to achieve during the first 12 months.

From now until the general election we will be attempting to make

greater inroads into the media with our key messages.

We will be identifying key forthcoming dates and themed weeks to

write letters for publication in national and regional newspapers,

particularly drawing on local EYH members’ links to those local

papers.

We will be working with the EYH fundraising campaign around the

time of the ‘Sleep Outs’ to promote our key messages both through

those events but also through a policy based roundtable using the

hook of ‘6 months to the general election’.
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