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PART ONE: OUT OF EARSHOT

A stark white space indoors. Two white easy chairs. One

person in each chair. A radio in the room on a round table,

no cord. The radio is playing. The camera starts out with

long shots and no clear view of the people; we don’t see

faces for a good while, and then not clearly. After some

time, the dialogue becomes more heated and we switch POVs to

see one person for each speaker we hear, though clearly it

is not them speaking. What they are listening to is a live

interview or conversation. One has a teacup and sometimes

takes a sip, the elbow and arm and cup visible as this

happens. From this we may infer that the listeners are both

alive, but this is not true. Perhaps the one living listener

knows that it’s fatal for both and is in shock that the

other has died and that they will soon also die. Maybe the

teacup falls to the ground at the end. The figures are an

older man and woman. Dialogue refers to the audio from the

radio; the visible figures hardly move and do not speak.

HERB

Now calm down, please, can you?

ELLY

I can...all right.

HERB

Thank you. Now if you would, tell

me what happened, just as you

experienced it.

ELLY

Should I use people’s names?

HERB

Just as you wish. Just let it come

naturally, please.

ELLY

Very well, now let me see. I was

outside at the park...

HERB

I see, yes.

ELLY

With my two youngsters. Frank and

Emily. Oh and the dog.

HERB

Very good, all right. Go on.



2.



ELLY

The children were playing. On, on

the swing set. Frank was pushing,

and Emily was pumping her legs,

trying to get higher. Higher and

higher. I had the dog. I wasn’t

really paying too much attention.

HERB

Were there other people there with

you, at the playground?

ELLY

Why, let me see. Some other people

were there, too, we weren’t alone.

Some neighbor children. A few older

people out for a walk. I think

there was a police officer on the

beat too. Oh, I don’t know. Various

other people, I could see, just in

that area.

HERB

Was your husband there with you?

ELLY

I’m not...I don’t have a husband.

HERB

. . . Yes, all right, please go on,

excuse the interruption.

ELLY

(disconcerted at the question)

I...

HERB

I’m sorry. Take your time. The

children were at the swing set...

ELLY

Yes, that’s right. And I heard

Emily’s voice. She said she was

going to jump. Jump out of the

swings, I mean. It makes me uneasy,

but they say all the young ones

like to jump, so I stopped trying

to prevent them, they seem to enjoy

it. Well, anyway, Frank said "NOW"

and I heard the sound of the

release as Emily left the seat, the

chains’ sound I guess it was, then

this pause. And then her quick cry,

(MORE)
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ELLY (cont’d)

very high. That was followed by a

very deep sort of . . . ringing

sound, I think it must have been.

Like a huge bell.

HERB

I think we’re all familiar with

that sound, leastways the adults, I

know I’ve heard those sounds a few

times in my life already. It’s

never a very welcome sound.

ELLY

No, I hate it. I’ll never forget

it. As the ringing kept sounding

Emily started to cry, to scream out

in pain. It was horrible. I thought

she would die. I tried to turn and

see where she was, but Buster,

that’s our dog, wanted to go in the

other direction, to run away. So I

let it go and ran to the edge of

the grass, and there was Emily

right underneath, her head was

shooting out blood, there was some

on the glass too, normally we can’t

see that very well but ... oh, my.

HERB

Was little Emily badly hurt?

ELLY

Well, you know children, they

scream and cry and fuss but then

something else happens and they

forget all about it. It was just a

little cut and a bruise, but those

head cuts do bleed, don’t they. I

changed her frock and bandaged her

up with stuff from my bag.

Meanwhile the police officer and

some other adults were checking to

see if the bubble was damaged, but

they said it was fine and not to

worry. Then the police officer left

in a hurry. I think he had to

report on the incident to his

superiors. But he was very positive

and encouraging.
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HERB

That’s grand. What happened next,

please? I think you said they went

off to play?

ELLY

That is right. I had them promise

me that they wouldn’t run off out

of earshot. They were good children

normally, I trusted them to mind

me. Oh, dear!

HERB

I apologize for having to ask you

these questions. Do you need some

time?

ELLY

Just a moment, please, yes, I’ll be

all right in a jiffy.

HERB

Please take your time.

(To the listening audience)

Friends, in case you just tuned in,

this is Herb Mancock, speaking for

the Voice of the Northeastern

Division’s Tri-Bubble Area,

speaking to an eyewitness on the

disturbance. I want to repeat,

though alarming, the situation is

under control and no further damage

seems to be forthcoming, so please

don’t panic. There is no reason to

fear, no need to flee.

(To ELLY)

You’re quite safe here, please be

reassured. I’m sure all of our

listeners wish you well, and extend

their sympathy to you. Isn’t that

right, fellahs?

SFX: Voice of camera man and possibly other crew making

encouraging sounds

ELLY

Well, thank you all, I’m sure. I’ll

go on, if that’s all right?

HERB

Let me just check with my

director...yes, yes, please go on,

we have time. We appreciate your

(MORE)
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HERB (cont’d)

sharing with us like this. ... Your

children went off to play, and

promised not to run too far...?

ELLY

Yes, that’s right. I got Emily

cleaned up first. I had a change of

pinafore with me. Off they ran.

Away from the edge. Meantime, I

searched for the dog, who hadn’t

gone too far. Then I sat down on a

bench, to collect myself. I was

sitting there fanning myself when I

noticed the same police officer and

another one walking towards me.

They were moving fairly fast. I sat

up and took notice, making sure

first that I could still see Emily

and Frank. They weren’t too far

away, yet. I could still hear

Frank’s voice; he was calling out

to someone I couldn’t see.

HERB

I think I see what you mean. What

did the police want, may I ask?

ELLY

The police officer I had seen

before looked puzzled and worried.

He told me that the same thing had

happened in Park Area 28 as well,

at the same time. Just at three

o’clock. He asked me if Emily or

Frank had been talking with other

children recently, keeping secrets,

and if they had wristwatches. Well

I told him that Frank was wearing

his brand new watch, which was his

special birthday present from his

grandparents, which he got just

last week. The children had been

talking on the ’phone with their

friends and classmates recently,

but just about homework, there

didn’t seem to be anything secret

about it. Unless they were possibly

cheating...but the police officer

said that he was sure they hadn’t

been cheating. And while we were

talking, the other officer got a

call. I noticed his eyes sort of

(MORE)
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ELLY (cont’d)

bulged out a little and when he

came back to us he said that all

around the perimeter at all the

public parks there were reports

coming in of young people colliding

or striking the bubble, and all

precisely at the same moment. Well,

I told them that I felt a little

better; that that huge bell sound

couldn’t have been entirely Emily’s

fault, and they agreed with me.

HERB

That was at three o’clock...yes,

according to my watch, it was just

an hour ago, just about. Well, the

danger seems to have passed, if

indeed our bubbles were even

vulnerable in the first place. And

I’m very glad that your children

are safe now. Are you all right?

ELLY

I’m fine, yes...that second hand on

my own watch here seems to want my

attention. I can’t look away. It’s

sweeping upwards now, towards the

twelve. That’ll be the moment of

four o’clock.

HERB

Yes, certainly, well I want to give

you my sincere thanks for your time

and patience. Just one final

question...

ELLY

(Interrupting)

Shhh, please, the hour’s almost

here.

HERB

Well, I’ve got to go to a

commercial here in a second...

SFX: Huge deep bell-like ringing sounds, evidently much

louder than the previous sound. It seems to be sounding both

here and in other areas, with echoes. HERB cries out in

startlement; other voices call out in alarm. Soon there is a

new series of sounds: a crashing as of huge glass breaking,

and a sharp hissing of escaping gas in the breach of the

bubble’s environmental containment systems. Screaming in the

distance is heard. A KLAXON sounds.
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EMERGENCY VOICE

(Over PA system)

Attention, everybody. Attention,

please. Please calmly go to the

nearest emergency station for gas

masks and shelter. There is a

breach in the air lock seal of this

bubble.

HERB

Good Lord! Ah, well, surely there

are technicians to fix this sort of

thing. Sorry, folks, for your own

safety we advise you to head to the

nearest emergency station.

Background sounds of worry and panic begin off mic

Looks like the bubble has a little

leak. I’m sure it’s nothing to

worry about, but get to safety

first and then you can relax.

(Off mic)

Say, Bob, spin a commercial, will

you? Okay.

(To mic)

And now it’s 4:00 Mideastern

Standard time. Here’s a word from

our sponsor, Serafin Respirators.

Mic sound, Klaxon, and ambient noise are cut off)

[Prerecorded Commercial for Serafin Respirators]

SERAFIN ENDORSER

Hello friends, Tom Drummond here

for Serafin Respirators, the most

trusted name in breathing apparatus

for the last 75 years. I want to

share a story with you. Back in

what some old timers now call the

good old days, things weren’t

really so good. That was back

before the union built our bubbles,

you remember, and people started to

raise a stink...about the quality

of the air! Pollution had grown so

bad back in ’78 that people were in

a sad mess that was nothing to

cough about. Our founder, Ralph

Serafin, was called a crackpot

inventor, but he came up with

something that made a world of

difference for those early

(MORE)
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SERAFIN ENDORSER (cont’d)

Pollutionauts: the first "Earthsafe

Self-Contained Anti-Pollution

Environmental Respirator", or

ESCAPER, as we know them today. A

study conducted last year by union

researchers indicate that Mr

Serafin’s ESCAPER device kept

upwards of a million hardy

engineers and construction workers

alive and free from pollution

related illnesses during the Rise

of the Bubbles. Yessir, without the

ESCAPER, I doubt the world we know

and love would even have escaped

the terrible Contamination Flu

epidemic of ’92 at all. But here we

are, safe and sound, and the ’53

ESCAPER is by far the most advanced

our company has ever created.

Adjustable, comfortable, screening

out more than 99% of the natural

environment’s pollutants--and

remember, it’s far worse now than

it was back in the day! Our bubbles

are built to last, with safety in

mind, but a feeling of security is

worth its weight in gold, so never

forget: Just In Case, have a ’53

Serafin ESCAPER on hand for every

member of your family...and a few

for guests, too!

SFX: Jingle.

SINGERS

Escape the headaches of worry with

me-Get a Serafin ESCAPER in ’53!

You’ll breathe easy, you’ll feel

light,

You and your family will be all

right:

You’ll breathe easy, come what may;

Put an ESCAPER on your back today!

So escape from your an-xi-e-ty--buy

a Sera...fin...ESCAPER...in

fifty-three!
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