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1.0 Introduction

Introduction

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines §15123, this Chapter of the EIR provides a short

description of the project; identification of significant effects, and proposed mitigation measures

or alternatives that would reduce or avoid those effects; areas of controversy identified by the

lead agency; and issues that require resolution, including the choice among alternatives and

whether/how to mitigate the significant effects.



Summary

The proposed project involves development in Riverside County, 13 miles northwest of Blythe

California. It proposes the development of a solar energy project that would have a 750megawatt photovoltaic energy generating facility. The vast majority will be developed on Bureau

of Land Management. The development is planned for two phases, occupying about 4,200 acres

of BLM land and about 480 acres of private land. The project will be built, owned, maintained,

and operated by McCoy Solar LLC, a subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources LLC.

NextEra Energy Resources claims that the benefits of the project include the following:

providing safe, clean and reliable power to approximately 264,000 homes (which would

produce approximately 1 million less tons of carbon dioxide emissions when compared to using

fossil fuels), economic stimulus, creating 600 temporary workers, and 20 fulltime employees,

increases sales tax revenue, demand for housing.

The project development will have vehicular access via Black Creek Road, which is easily

accessible from Interstate 10 and other local roads.



Areas of Controversy and Issues to be Resolved

According to CEQA Guidelines §15123(b)(2), the Executive Summary of an Environmental

Impact Report should identify potential areas of controversy and issues to be resolved by the

decision making body. Typically, this identifies areas that would experience a significant,

unavoidable impact as well as issue areas where concerns have been raised.

For the McCoy Solar Energy Project a significant unavoidable impact would occur in the

following areas: air resources, water resources, biological resources (specifically, vegetation, and

wildlife), and cultural resources.



Classification of Environmental Impacts
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Potential environmental impacts for the proposed project have been classified in this EIR into

the three following categories:

Less than significant impact: The project would result in impacts that are below

acknowledged significant thresholds

Potentially significant impact: The project would result in significant adverse impacts

that can be feasibly mitigated to a less than significant impact

Significant unavoidable impact: The project would result in a significant adverse impact

that could not be feasibly mitigated to less than significant levels.



Alternatives

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines require and EIR to “describe the range

of reasonable alternatives to the project, or location of the project, which would feasibly attain

most of the basic objectives of the project, but would substantially lessen the significant effects

of the project, and evaluate the comparative merits of the alternatives.”

Three potential alternatives to the project have been identified, including the proposed action, a

no project alternative, and a reduced project alternative. Based on the analysis of the three

following alternatives, the “proposed action is the environmentally superior alternative. The

three identified actions (including the environmentally superior alternative) are summarized

below.

Proposed Action Alternative: The proposed action would involve 2 solar units, for a

combine capacity ranging between 500-750MW. This alternative would include

generator tie line, road route, as well as distribution line. The project would permanently

disturb about 4,200 acres of BLM land as well as approximately 480 acres of private

land.

Reduced Project Alternative: The reduced project alterative would involve a

reduction in size of the project in order to mitigate some of the significant impacts

caused by the project. Under the reduced project alternative, the project would only

consist of 1 unit that would have a capacity of 300MW. It would permanently disturb

about 2,100 acres of BLM land, as well s 480 acres of private land. This plan would also

require a generator tie line, road route, and distribution line.



No Action Alternative: The ‘no action’ alternative primarily assumes that no

discretionary actions, which are subject to CEQA review, would occur within the

project site. Under this assumption the project would not be constructed and the

site shall remain as open space as the project area will have been identified as

unsuitable for solar development.

Environmentally Superior Alternative: The proposed action alterative

would be the environmentally superior option due to the fact that the

environmental benefits of the construction of the solar project (reduction of

carbon emissions that would be used if project is not developed) outweigh the

significant impacts caused by its construction (air quality, water resources,

biological resources, and cultural resources).
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2.0 Project Description

2.1 Project Location

The McCoy Solar Energy Project proposed location is planned for Riverside County, California,

in the Mojave Desert, about 13 miles northeast of Blythe, California. At approximately 6 miles

north of the I-10 freeway, the project will contain mostly BLM land, while the other portion of

land will be regulated by the County of Riverside. The planned footprint of the project will be

4,096-acres, almost six and a half square miles. The proposed project also includes a 13 mile

long overhead 230 kV gen-tie line that would interconnect at the CRS about 7 miles southwest of

the solar plant site.

Map 2.2.1



2.2 Existing Site Characteristics
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The proposed project is located in a rural area of the Mojave Desert. The topography is relatively

flat, with a grade at 1 percent. This is a very important factor when considering runoff from

construction and the plant.

The footprint of the project contains some vegetation communities and ground cover. These

vegetation communities will be talked about in great detail in chapter 3.0.

The unique contrast of a regular dry desert climate, with a rainy season in the winter and

summer, has made for an interesting combination of endemic plants and vegetation only found

in this region of the Mojave Desert. This includes Ironwood, Blue Palo Verde, and a number of

other plants that germinate during the summer with the aid of warm summer rain.

The location of the project is in an important biogeographic location and zone of ecological

transition on the Pacific coast of North America. The floristic diversity of the area includes many

widespread taxa on the outskirts of the range.



2.3 Description of the Proposed Project

2.3.1 Project Objectives

The County of Riverside and the BLM are dedicated to finding safe and clean renewable energy

resources. In order to develop more clean energy alternatives, McCoy Solar, LLC, proposes to

construct, operate, maintain, and decommission a 750 megawatt photovoltaic solar energy

plant.

It is important to note the key components and objectives of the project, they are as follows:

1. The plant site; all facilities that are encompassed within the footprint of the project.

2. An overhead, double circuit line that will tie into the Southern California Edison’s power

grid.

3. Two telecommunications lines.

4. A road to provide access to the site.
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3.0 Environmental Setting, Impacts, and

Mitigation Measures

3.1 Water Resources

This report presents the results of an assessment of direct and cumulative impacts from

expected groundwater pumping (required by NEPA and CEQA). The goal is to predict the follow

information:

The affects from Project-only pumping during construction and operation on water

levels in water supply wells on the Palo Verde Mesa and the effects of pumping might

have on the Palo Verde Valley Groundwater Basin storage.

Proposed project impacts in the Palo Verde Valley in regards to water levels and

groundwater storage.

How the project might affect a change in surface water levels in the Palo Verde Irrigation

District drains to the groundwater floodplain.

3.1.2 Basin Hydrogeology

The Palo Verde Valley (mesa and floodplain) is located in the northwestern Colorado Desert,

which is part of the greater Colorado Desert Geomorphic Province. The Palo Verde Valley is

bounded by non-water-bearing rocks of the Big Maria and Little Maria Mountains to the north,

by the McCoy and Mule Mountains on the west, by the Palo Verde Mountains to the south and

Colorado River on the east. The main aquifer in the valley, are Colorado River sediments above

the Bouse Formation and Fanglomerate. The underlying sediments are much less transmissive

than the Colorado River sediment. The Dept. of Water Resources estimates that there is 6.84

million acre-feet in the Palo Verde Mesa Groundwater Basin.

3.1.3 Geology

This valley formed as a pull-apart basin and is composed of two geological units, consolidated

rocks and unconsolidated alluvium. The consolidated rocks are igneous and metamorphic,

which form a basement complex. In some locations volcanic rocks overlie this basement

complex creating an almost impermeable area except for areas where fracturing and weathering

has occurred. These areas have an unknown amount of groundwater and have been treated as

non-water bearing in the development.

The bedrock depths are deepest under the floodplain (900-2400 feet below the surface) with an

average of 1,400 feet below ground surface. Under the mesa areas located east and west of the

river, the depth ranges from 300 to 600 feet below the surface. The configuration suggests a

north-south valley paralleling the course of the Colorado River. There have been no recorded

structural features that are barriers to groundwater flow of any significance.
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