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Role of the laity, Pope Francis

(Vatican Radio), 14.03.2015.

Pope Francis met members of

the Rome-based lay association

Seguimi (Follow Me) on Saturday on the occasion of ist 50th

anniversary.

In his message, the Pope spoke

of the importance of the lay

vocation in the Church.

Lay people are called to permeate the family, work and social

environments with Christian values through their witness and words

and by meeting people in the concrete situations of their lives, so that

they may live in “full dignity” and be “reached by the salvation of

Christ,” said Pope Francis.

“Jesus is the fullness for every human person, revealing the mystery of

the Father and of his love,” he said.

“As lay people, you are immersed in the world and you are committed to

serving the human good within earthly realities,” he said.

The Pope encouraged the members of the lay association to be “lay

people on the front lines, to feel part of the mission of the Church” and

“to live their secularity dedicated to the realities” of the world.

“This way, you can contribute, like leaven, and put the spirit of the

Gospel in the wounds of history with the witness of faith, hope and

love,” he said.

-Contd on next col.



The Pope noted that the lay association was founded during the Second

Vatican Council and encouraged its members to continue to live their

lives centered on Christ.

“Many times, even in the Church, we believe we are good Christians

because we do well-organized social and charitable work,” the Pope

said. “They are good things but we must not forget that the lifeblood that

transforms hearts is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ. Allow the Lord

to occupy the centre of your heart and of your work.”

The Pope also told the association, which is comprised of married,

single and consecrated lay people, to preserve and to develop their

fraternal communion and exchange of talents, aimed at the human and

Christian grown of all.

“Celibates and married, each in their proper state of life, meet and share

an enriching experience of complementarity,” he said.

For those who are consecrated, he said the evangelical counsels in the

general context of secularism requires faithfulness to the love of the

Father, to Christ and his Gospel, and to the action of the Holy Spirit, who

is love and freedom, as well as faithfulness to the vocation of each

person in the community.

He also encouraged them to be countercultural when necessary.

“Be vigilant on your spiritual journey and help each other always to

practice mutual charity, which means fending off egoism in order to be

true witnesses of the Gospel,” he said.
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An Open Letter of Request to Council of Syro-Malabar Bishops for a Moratorium

on Manichean cross (Mar-Thoma cross) and Curtain

Sunday, March 22, 2015

To:

His Eminence Cardinal George Alencherry

Most Rev. Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath,

Most Rev. Bishop Mar Joy Allappattu,

Council of Syro-Malabar Bishops.

Sub: An Open Letter of Request to Council of Syro-Malabar

Bishops for a Moratorium on Manichean cross (Mar-Thoma cross)

and Curtain

Your Excellency

Last year, two months before the consecration of the Auxiliary Bishop

His Excellency Mar Joy Alappattu, Bishop Angadiath secretly

prepared a plan to plant about 7 Forane Churches in the various cities of

the U.S. This was done in a conspiracy which became public only

recently. Under this conspiracy, he is planning to appoint extremist

Caldayan priests as vicars and thus implement his hidden agenda to

place Manichean crosses and curtain in all these Forane churches and

even to replace the crucifixes in the sanctuaries of many present

churches with the Manichean cross. The Vicar Rev. Fr. Thomas

Kadukapillil of St.Thomas Church NJ is one of them. In the face of stiff

opposition from the majority of his parishioners, Fr. Thomas

Kadukapillil of St.Thomas Church, 44 Livingston Ave, Somerset NJ

08873, (phone 908-235-8449) is going ahead with his unilateral

decision to install the pagan mar-thoma cross and curtain in the newly

built Church. In September 2014 a group Syro-Malabar faithful from

various parts of USA in a conference call with the vicar voiced their

serious concerns regarding the pagan cross in the newly planned

church in New Jersey. The vicar told us that he did not have even the

slightest intention to install the Mar-Thoma cross and curtain in the

new church and, he hardly ever believes in any mar-thoma cross and

curtain in our altar. Very recently it came to our attention that the vicar

has announced that His Excellency Cardinal George Alencherry

requested Bishop Jacob Angadiath to install the Mar-Thoma cross and

curtain in the church. Therefore Bishop Mar Angadiath insisted him

(the vicar) to install Mar-Thoma cross and curtain at all cost in the new

church sanctuary. The biased and slyness vicar privately met with

some of his supporters before the official meeting day and told them to

sit on the front seats to drown out the voices of the majority and thus to

make it appear like it was a unanimous decision. We strongly believe

that it was Bishop Angadiath's crooked mind that worked behind this

conspiracy in New Jersey. The construction of the new church in NJ

cost more than 7 million US dollars for a family of 250. Many faithful

believe that the Vicar and Bishop try to funnel money for other

activities and cover-ups. The conduct of all diocesan activities is not

accordance with Christian ethical values and Catholic teachings and

.

financial misappropriation is throughout.

If this conspiracy is allowed to play out in NJ, we are convinced that our

polarized Syro-Malabar hierarchy will certainly endanger and destroy

our faith. Consequently we have been communicating with Vatican and

various Catholic hierarchies across the globe about these recent Syro

Malabar Church's actions and its hidden agenda. Therefore we strongly

believe that the Vatican is very cautious about their movements and

were actively involved in the appointments of new Bishops and the the

sanctioning of new Dioceses. If a handful of our prejudiced bishops of

Syro Malabar are persisting in their ongoing dirty politics of splitting

the Syro-Malabar Church, then the autonomous power of the SyroMalabar will soon be taken away as our Church will be so different

from the mainstream Catholic Church. In this context, the Bishops

need to take immediate action and voice their concerns against the

installation of any more Mar-Thoma crosses and curtains in any of the

newly constructed churches in the US and Canada. Additionally, the

following steps should also be taken.

1) The immediate removal of Bishop Angadiath and his cousin as the

chancellor of the Diocese.

-Contd on next col.



2) Transfer of all the fraudulent priests who are colluding with Bishop

Angadiath to implement his hidden agenda to install the Manichean

crosses in U.S. and Canada churches. All the priests who installed this

pagan cross and curtain have been either proved to be immoral or they

have left priesthood immediately after the installation of this pagan

cross. Such priests have destroyed our Catholic values, tradition and

culture. They have also demoralized many families by causing

conflicts between husbands and wives. In one instance, a priest who

replaced the Crucifix in Coppell St. Alphonsa Church stole the wife of

a Chicago parishioner and married her thus tragically devastating a

happily married family for many years. At a time when marriages are

going through immense pressures from the strong cultural influences

all around them, this is something that the American Syro-Malabar

Catholics cannot afford to endure.

.

3) His Excellency Cardinal Alencherry and Bishop Jacob Angadiath

cannot simply ignore the frustrations of the faithful and take unilateral

decisions which are so contrary to the Holy Bible on this serious faith

matter. The rapid weakening of the Syro-Malabar faith in the USA

started with the arrival of Bishop Angadiath and his ill-advised

advisers in Chicago. We demand with the greatest urgency that Bishop

Bishop Angadiath be forced to retire in order to restore a Bible-focused

faith among the faithful that is so essential to our faith journey.

4) Immediate removal of all pagan and satanic elements such as marthoma cross from the altars and curtains from the sanctuaries of all

Syro-Malabar churches in the U.S and Canada. These satanic elements

are enslaving many priests under the bondages of heresy through their

abandonment of the Crucifix that has united the Catholic Church for

thousands of years under the protection of our Crucified Savior from

the many schemes of Satan. We do not want to witness another round

of sex scandals to rock the Chicago Syro-Malabar diocese as a result of

the blasphemy resulting from the desecration of our places of worship

by the Manichean Crosses in our churches.

.

Sad to say, without the Crucifix of Our Lord Jesus Christ on our altars,

the Holy Mass becomes meaningless as Pope Benedict XVI has

accurately stated in his summary of Sacred Liturgy. Instead of

becoming preoccupied with building multifaceted high tech buildings

to house our churches, and amassing wealth and supporting our

corrupted politicians, let us redirect our energies to maintain an

authentic Bible focused and Christ Centered Church that will proclaim

the Gospel and promote Catholicism. While we have time, let us do

something good to build up our faith community instead of tearing it

down. Let us hold on to the Word of God as our light in this foggy, dark

world of uncertainty, confusion and despair as Christ shines in our

hearts and on our altars all the time. The Manichean cross (mar-thoma

cross) is a manmade creation of the Syro-Malabar Church and we

should never allow this to occupy our Creator's throne in our churches.

The Bible clearly commands us against all man-made idols in Exodus

20:5; 34:7; Numbers 14:18 and Deuteronomy 5:9: “You shall not bow

down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a



jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the

third and fourth generation of those who hate me.” The falling away

of Fr. Mathew Sasserill from the Coppell Church and Fr. Joji

Kaniampady in Garland both in Texas, USA should be seen as a clear

handwriting on the wall in this context. In our Syro-Malabar

Church,daily more and more of our spiritual leaders are being led

astray. Let us pray for their spiritual comeback as well as the spiritual

revival of all the flocks being led by them.

Thanking you,

Respectfully yours in Christ,

+

Pious Thottukandathil

The President and the Officers, Syro-Malabar Catholic Laity

Organization, Syromalabarlaityorg@gmail.com

CC: Vatican &amp; CC: Office of the Apostolic Nunciature
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TRANSFORMATION POLITICS

WHY AAM AADMI MUST SUCCEED - Francis Lobo

[ Francis Lobo is Engineer-Consultant and he has authored a number of books like communication, human relations, economics, productivity, politics, sociology, management and religion]



I am voicing the view of many when I say that Aam

Aaadmi is not a party --- it is a Movement. It has

emerged in the 21st Century when the world has felt the

need for a new form of governance --- a bottom up approach, the

inverted pyramid with the leader at the bottom serving the people --- a

concept difficult to understand and adopt. The emergence of AAP has

given HOPE not only to India but to the world.However, what caught

my imagination was the Delhi Dialogue, an attempt to understand the

need of the people from the ground level and implement the ideas the

people had. For example, to cater to the shortage of educational

institutions, why invest in brick and mortar. Why not use the structures

you already have and run them in shifts. This has been followed up by

the formation of groups to implement every aspect in the AAP

Manifesto. This makes the Common Man involved in the

transformation of the country ensuring that it goes along the linesthat

benefits all.

The way AAP went about canvassing in the 2015 Delhi Elections won

the hearts of the electorate. Kejriwal apologized for letting the people

down and the government resigning in just49 days. He promised it

would not happen again. The electorate responded with “5 sal

Kejriwal”. Also despite the nasty things said against them, the name

calling, the false accusations, the criminal charges of using laundered

money, liquor and bribery, AAP kept its cool. It was unfazed when Kiran

Bedi, who was part of the Anna Hazare team to fight Corruption was put

as the C.M.candidate to stand against Kejriwal by the B.J.P. AAP also

proved that in a short time they could match the numbers and energy of

the trained RSS cadres which has a hundred years of experience.

Payments to the electoral funds were by check and transparent.

Compare this with the BJP’s win in 2014. The NDA swept to power on

the rhetoric of Narendra Modi and the promises of bringing back black

money stashed abroad and “Ache Din”. After nine months we are still

not clear what will be done. The BJP won a massive majority with a

minority vote of just 31 % because of the flawed electoral system of first

past the post. AAP on the other hand won with over 50 % votes. It is

estimated that the BJP election expenses were of the orderof Rs. 700

crores funded by corporates and way ahead of other parties. Modi

promised to implement the Gujarat Model across India and bring

prosperity to the poor. Nobody could tell me what the Gujarat Model

was and in fact the R.B.I. lists Gujarat at 12 in the Index of development

compared to other states.

Modi made rousing speeches in USA, Australia and elsewhere

exhorting the investors to invest and “MAKE IN INDIA”. We have yet

to see this happen as investors will do what they want to do and see

where they can get the best rate of return rather than doing what you

expect them to do. To generate funds for employment and infrastructure, disinvestment of PSUs is another route. The PSUs were set up

to generate wealth for the nation. Now this investment is being handed

over to generate wealth for private individuals like other PSUs have

done e.g. HindustanZinc has earned huge profits for Vedanta. Labor

laws envisage downsizing i.e. reducing the employment Post studies of

those impacted by VRS has been pathetic as the lump sum money got

was invariably squandered away in consumption and marriages. It has

worked where the laid off employees got regular monthly income.

Where is the plan for generating 100 million jobs to clear some of the

backlog of unemployment and then generating one million + jobs every

month to take care of those joining the labor force every month?

Modi was projected as a messiah who like Jesus at the marriage feast

turned water into wine. Yes water can be turned into wine and it is

happening every day. Nature works a large number of miracles to

achieve this --- The water travelling up the roots, the trunk and the

leaves, when water is supposed to flow downwards. The water carries

nutrients to make the sap that makes the juice that makes the wine.



-Contd on next col.



Mar Thoma Cross is a fake story &amp; blasphemous



The Great Faith Robbery Of Our Times

Mani, the founder of Manichaen sect in the 3rd

century. He proclaimed himself "The Paraclete"

(Holy Ghost). He challenged Christ and was AntiChrist. He advocated dualism ( double standards)

which is against the Christian doctrine. Hence

this pagan cross is an icon of anti Christs.

The satanic elements / the evil spirits associated

with this pagan cross prefer to darkness rather

than the divine light of Jesus. Hence, the promoters of this pagan cross cover the Holy Alter

with veil. This pagan Cross which is falsely

named Mar Thoma Cross is a fake story. The

religious extremists use this icon as a tool for

latin indignation.

Stop religious extremism and ban this pagan cross from places of

chirstian worship !



Inserted By Group Pro Jesus



Marthoma Cross :

Changancherry and other dioceses, the churches are flooded with marthoma kurusu. What good it is . What did they gain during the 25 yrs for

all these crazy Catholic work of waste. Now enormously expensive

churches are built one after the other . Where are the people to go in.

Conversion from Christianity and massacre of Christians are all over the

world. Christianity is shrinking. In Kerala Several seminaries based on

rite not on doctrine built without seeing the future. Now as lack of students statrted closing. One Malankara has been closed. It will follow. The

folly of the church in Kerala is abominable. when will they think well

and act well ?

- Matthew Vannissery



Conon 212 §3-“According to the knowledge, competence, and prestige

which [the laity] possess, they have the right and even at times the duty

to manifest to the sacred pastors their opinion on matters which pertain

to the good of the Church and to make their opinion known to the rest

of the Christian faithful, without prejudice to the integrity of faith and

morals, with reverence toward their pastors, and attentive to common

advantage and the dignity of persons.”

Welcome to laityvoice.blogspot.com

Visit regularly and use your valuable right of freedom of opinion

Send news, comments and write- ups to soulandvision@gmail.com

Disclaimer:Soul and Vision and laityvoice.blogspot.com are intended to promote discussion and debate among their readers. The free

opinions expressed there are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the hierarchy or these media. Materials meant

for publication should be accompanied by the identity of the writer

like postal address, tel.no.etc. -Editor.

TRANSFORMATION POLITICS.....



leaving behind the unwanted material, using the special characteristics

of the plant to create wine of a particular flavor. The reality of “Make in

India” is that we must know the process of conversion from water to

wine and the precautions to be taken. Miracles are happening every

minute but we must have the insight to understand them.

I am not particularly disturbed that some members of the AAP want the

top leaders to listen to criticism. If they listen it will be good for the

world. If they don’t it will be like what has happened with other parties

where no one could criticize the leader and then they went on from one

mistake to another till the entire party and country were destroyed. I am

sure that AAP will transform itself in the process of transforming

politics. The simplicity and lack of arrogance of AAP stood out in sharp

contrast to the dictatorial and arrogant approach of the BJP. Let this

advantage not be lost.AAP must allow internal debate, No one should be

debarred from questioning the leadership. For AAP to be successful and

survive Kejiwal should not be made a god and clothed with qualities he

may not possess. To the party he is a member with specific

responsibilities. For the outside worlld parties need one leader and one

name. Kejriwal is such a leader and such a name



v
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The Religionless Prophet Revisioning Jesus of Nazareth - Fr. (Prof.) Subhash Anand

[ Fr.( Prof.) Subhash Anand, 69, is an Indian priesttheologian, retired in 2008 from Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth [JDV] and the Papal Seminary in Pune diocese,

Maharashtra after which he returned to his home diocese of Udaipur in Rajasthan. He is one of the priests

who are lobbying for a completely autonomous Indian

Church. ]



Today, as we look at what is happening around us, we begin to wonder

whether religion is a blessing or a curse. Innocent people are being

humiliated in different ways, raped and killed for the simple reason that

they do not follow the religion of the persons who are perpetrating

violence against them. We have instances where a 'religious' leader or

teacher indulges in amassing a lot of wealth through deceit and then puts

grandiose buildings for themselves and for their gods. Money,

especially black money leads to other crimes. Women, drugs, etc.,

become part of the sordid drama. Asaram Bapu and Sant Rampal are the

most recent cases to hit the headlines. We have similar persons in all the

organized\institutionalized religions. Some of these instances come to

light; the vast majority of criminals, however, remain unreported, and

even protected by their 'religious' superiors and institutional

connections. In most cases the criminals are clever enough to keep their

dealings under wraps. On a larger canvass, our country is littered with

many temples, mosques, gurudwaras, churches, shrines, etc. Yet ours is

also one of the most corrupt nations in the world. In fact, religion has

become one of the most potent but devious tools of making money and

getting power and prestige, that too without much hard work.

Some people, who try to defend religion, say that it is a source of the

most powerful motivation for people to be good and to do good to others

in thought, word and deed. Here three considerations are important.

First, that element in religion which motivates people to be good and to

do good to others is the common element found in all religions: a sense

of the sacredness of self and of others, including the environment. I

grant that this need not be equally found in all traditions, nor be

articulated in the same way. In other words, it is the affirmation of the

human that we all share, which prompts us to be and to do good. To use

technical vocabulary, it not the religious but the ethical aspect, that is

really operating. What makes religions different—creed, cult and

code—is precisely the cause of much of the bloodshed brought about by

people following different religions.

Second, the religious within humans has been very much

institutionalized. As a result, the different expressions of religion we

come across have burdened their adherents with a heavy baggage of

code, creed and cult. These have been co-opted by the priestly class to

exploit the unenlightened followers. We need a code of behaviour to

guide us in our interactions with others not only within our community

but also within the society at large. We need a creed that articulates the

foundation of our behaviour, and the orientation of our life . Cult is

is a social expression of our creed. As such code, creed and cult need not

be bad. The trouble starts when followers of different religions be begin

to absolutize their peculiar code, creed and cult. The moment I begin to

say: “This is the only way to be religious...” then I pass judgment on

others.

Third, history provides us with many examples of people, who would

not consider themselves as following any particular religion, and yet

who have given themselves selflessly in the service of others. One can

be deeply ethical without being affiliated to any traditional religion.

Nay, they could even be considered agnostics or atheists by others.

Similarly there are people who are deeply spiritual, but who do not

consider themselves as religious.

-Contd on next col.



A. The Journey towards Religionless Religion

In one of his lectures, Swami Vivekananda said: “It is good to

be born in a church, but it is bad to die there. It is good to be born a child,

but bad to remain a child.” Some, especially Christians, may be shocked

to read what Vivekananda has said. He is not attacking any particular

community as such. The example he gives—a child needing to

grow—explains his point. All religions are human phenomena. To be

human is to be on a journey. So too religions cannot remain the same at

all times. Were I to die in a religious community that has remained

exactly the same as it was when I was born in it, then to some extant my

life has failed, and that community has let me down. The fact that so

many people are abandoning the mainline Churches and joining some

new sect, or their traditional religion and taking up some New Age

religion, is one symptom of that failure. When an individual fails, it is

almost a private failure. It may adversely affect a few people. The failure

of a community to grow adversely affects not only its members, but

many others who interact with the members.

A1. The Journey away from Religion

This phenomenon of religion becoming futile, of salt losing its

taste, has been disturbing me for a long time. I was born in a Catholic

family; baptized within a few days after my birth; in course of time I was

even ordained a ministerial priest—using the traditional jargon. For

many years I have been functioning as best as I could, rendering my

service as a ministerial priest: celebrating the sacraments, performing

the prescribed rituals, blessing people, etc. Today I experience a certain

amount of disillusionment. All the sacraments, rituals and blessings do

not seem to be making people more other-oriented. They cater more to

the emotional needs of the 'devotees', and hardly provide the ethical

inspiration they need. What is still worse, people who claim to be

ordained to serve others are some of the most selfish and arrogant people

I have come across.

Yet deep down, I am not prepared to abandon my confession of

Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Some may think that I am holding on to a

straw, just like a drowning man. I will not accept this. I have done some

very serious study of the origins of Christianity, and I honestly think that

I have reasonable grounds to profess Jesus and to be a Catholic, though

not all may go along with me. To be frank, some Catholics have

questioned my integrity, and have advised to walk out. They presume

that they have the right understanding of what it means to be a Catholic.

They think that the Roman Catholic Church has always been what it is

today.

During my studies I have grown in the conviction that many of

the great revolutionary thinkers of the world have been domesticated by

their followers. They have even been co-opted by people in power to

legitimize and perpetuate their being in power. The sharp edge of their

revolutionary thought has been blunted, if not totally abandoned, in the

course of time. This, I believe, has been the tragedy of what today are

known as organized religions. This is also what happened to the

movement that found its inspiration in Jesus of Nazareth. I am

convinced that I need to go beyond the boundaries of the organized

Church I was born in, and return to Jesus. I believe I can meaningfully

journey into the future by critically journeying into the past. In other

words, I need to rediscover the Jesus of history. I must return to my

roots.

A2. The Journey towards Secularity

In my study of Christian origins I was lucky to come across a

text that embodies my understanding of Christianity. It is a bit long but it

- Contd. on next page col.1.
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The Religionless Prophet Revisioning Jesus of Nazareth

- - Contd. from page 4.

deserves to be quoted in its fullness.

For the Christians are distinguished from other men neither by country,

nor language, nor the customs which they observe. For they neither

inhabit cities of their own, nor employ a peculiar form of speech, nor

lead a life which is marked out by any singularity... But, inhabiting

Greek as well as barbarian cities, according as the lot of each of them has

determined, and following the customs of the natives in respect to

clothing, food, and the rest of their ordinary conduct, they display to us

their wonderful and confessedly striking method of life. They dwell in

their own countries, but simply as sojourners. As citizens, they share in

all things with others, and yet endure all things as if foreigners. Every

foreign land is to them as their native country, and every land of their

birth as a land of strangers... They obey the prescribed laws, and at the

same time surpass the laws by their lives. They love all men, and are

persecuted by all... They are poor, yet make many rich; they are in lack

of all things, and yet abound in all; they are dishonoured, and yet in their

very dishonour are glorified. They are evil spoken of, and yet are

justified; they are reviled, and bless; they are insulted, and repay the

insult with honour; they do good, yet are punished as evil-doers... To

sum up all in one word—what the soul is in the body, that are Christians

in the world... The soul is imprisoned in the body, yet preserves that very

body; and Christians are confined in the world as in a prison, and yet

they are the preservers of the world.

This passage is taken from The Epistle of Mathetes to Diognetus. The

author remains unknown. The word 'mathētēs' means 'disciple'. We are

not sure whether Diognetus was an historical person or not. The text was

composed between 125 and 200. It appears to be a defence of the

Christian way of life. I think it is also a good description of what could

be described as 'religionless Christianity'.

This text provides a good description of persons who while

professing a religious allegiance remains secular citizens. They speak

the language of the people around them; they have no special way of

dressing or diet rules. Their names do not indicate their religious

allegiance. They do not have peculiar ways of celebrating the rites of

passage: birth, marriage, death, etc. In short they do not have a

distinctive culture. They do not claim to have a personal code of law; nor

do they insist on any privileges on the basis of being a minority. They do

not live apart, in some special part of the village or city, exclusively

meant for them. In short, in all things they are like their compatriots,

with one exception. Their character is marked with integrity and other

human values that make them loveable and acceptable by all. They are

like the salt that, without having any visible indication of its presence,

still makes our food tasty. They are fervent in the practice of their

religious faith, but their practice does not become a source of nuisance

for others.

For a secular person, religion is not a social marker. Let me

illustrate this with an experience of mine. Years I was travelling to

Bangalore. Close to me was an elderly gentleman also going to

Bangalore. I was clad in kurta and pyjama, and sporting a beard. He

asked me: “Where are you going?” “To a Christian monastery in

Bangalore.” He gave a surprised look. “What makes you go there?” “I

have to present a paper on Bhagavata-pura?a.” He looked even more

surprised. “May I know you name?” “Subhash Anand.” “So you are a

Hindu! I thought you were a Muslim.” I smiled: “No. I am not a Hindu

either.” Once again he was taken by surprise: “You must be a Jain or a

Buddhist!” “I am neither.” That was too much for him. He was totally

confused and became silent. Possibly he took me for an agnostic or an

atheist. If so, he was not too far from the truth.

A secular person does not wear his religion on his sleeve. The

more visibility a religion gets the more competition it begets. A lot of

precious resources are being wasted by different religious communities

because deep down they need to convince others that, going by worldly

standards, they are not less than others.

Competition can make us succumb to the violent tenden-cies

within us. Most of our religions are thoroughly commercialized.

-Contd on next col.



Letter to Editor:



The Silenced Half in the Church Dares to Speak

- Dr (Sr.) Mudita Menona Sodder RSCJ



[Sr.(Dr) Mudita Menona Sodder RSCJ is a Religious of

the Sacred Heart of Jesus. She is an Educationalist, a

lover of the Environment and stands for women's

issues.]



Kudos to Sr. Metti for her excellent thought

provoking article in The New Leader, March 1-15,

2015 entitled, “The Silenced Half in the Church

Dares to Speak”.Thank you for daring to speak

about the skeletons in our own cupboard-the Church. In early January

2015, I got an email from Theological Forum, Women for Change and

CRI, Delhi-together with a copy of the letter submitted to CBCI to give

my views on the sexual harassment to Sr Anupama Joseph SRA. On

reading the letter, I was shocked and disturbed, and immediately dashed

off a brief letter to Cardinal Toppo, the Archbishop ofthe Ranchi

Diocese, a part of which was published by CNUA. I also wrote

personally to Sr Anupama SRA and wanted to meet her during my brief

visit to Jamshedpur on 18th January but finally could not meet her.

I stayed with the SRA sisters from 11th to 13th February 2015 while

attending the Vatican Colloquium at Bodh Gaya, where I got first hand

information from a significant sister of the SRA congregation. While

she told me that the matter was amicably settled, I found it difficult to

accept the fact that the seminarian Pradeep John Ekka was sent back to

Rome to continue his theology studies, without any written assurance

from Archbishop Toppo that he would not be allowed to continue with

religious life.I was also informed that he could perhaps teach as a lay

theologian.

On deeper reflection I wondered, “Do we want such sick theologians to

teach our impressionable young seminarians? We can only give others

what we have. If I as a teacher am sick, what do you expect me to give

my students?” Only mature, balanced theologians, who live by what

they preach in their daily lives, should be allowed and entrusted the care

of our malleable young formees to religiouslife.

The assault on SrAnupama Joseph SRAis only the tip of the iceberg-of a

larger problem that exists inHoly Mother Church. It is a fact that women

and religious sisters are being sexually victimised by some clergy. What

bothers me is the lack of fear “once a priest, always a priest”, the

patriarchal attitude and the lackadaisical ecclesiastical response. The

consequence is that we women especially religious, continue to

experience pain, sadness, fear, feel intimidated and unsafe, are treated

unjustly and as second class citizens and at times even blamed as

temptresses.

The only silver lining in the dark cloud is our present Pope Francis who

is pro-women. In the recent Vatican Colloquium at Bodh Gaya-among

the 60 special delegates from across the globe, there were 5Catholic

religious sisters, 2 Buddhist abbesses, and one lay Buddhist woman.

What’s more! A Buddhist abbess and I were facilitators for two of the

five groups and we were also asked to be the Mistress of Ceremonies for

two separate sessions. The interventions made by some of us women

wereseriously taken up by the Vatican which was evident in the final

message of the colloquium. I feel hopeful. Cheer up women, we are

slowly but surely being noticed, accepted and respected as God’s

images and not sexual objects! (End)

“I would say to a great extent our nuns are not emancipated women.

They are often kept under submission by the fear of revenge by

priests. That's how the priests get away with whatever humiliation

they heap upon them. It is pitiable situation from which somebody

has to liberate them”

- late Cardinal Mar Varkey Vithayathil ( Straight from the Heart)

The Religionless Prophet Revisioning Jesus of Nazareth



They have been co-opted by the market mafia. I am trying

to be a secular person who is also struggling to be deeply religious

Christian. Is that possible? Is it meaningful? I believe it is possible

and deeply meaningful for our times of we can rediscover and appropriate the historical Jesus. (End)
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SYRO-MALABAR LITURGY TODAY(Part II) - Fr. A. Adappur S. J.

[Fr.A.AdappurS.J. is a noted scholar and author of many

books. He is regional chaplain of Kerala’s Newman Association of India, Cochin.]

- Contd. from the last issue, ( Nov. &amp; Dec. issue)

Browse www.soulandvision.blogspot.com



MAR JACOB THOONKUZHY



gregation was quick in noticing the arrival of this pro-chaldean group on

Syro-Malabar Church's Liturgical horizon. That was the historical

moment they were waiting for. The Congregation officials immediately

took the new arrivals under their protective wings and labeled them

affectionately the 'saner pars' thus trying hopefully to off-set the

weakness inherent in their minority status.



The majority opinion within the Syro-Malabar hierarchy was ably

presented at the synod of Bishops by mar Jacob Thoonkuzhy in a paper

entitled “The Liturgy of the Syro-Malabar Church”. Due to lack of time

I make only a brief reference to it, though it merits fuller treatment.

Sharing Archbishop Powathil's concern for tradition, Thoonkuzhy

comes straight to the heart of the dispute when he says inter alia; “There

is no agreement as to what are genuine traditions and what are not”. The

Syro-Malabar Bishops are divided even as regards the history of their

Church and its liturgy over the centuries. One group is bent upon the

restoration of the ancient East Syrian tradition while the others

understand liturgy as a living reality which keeps on assimilating fresh

elements as it grows. In Thoomkuzhy's words. “The Syro-Malabar Rite,

its liturgy, ecclesiastical discipline and spiritual tradition have

undergone various influences and grown into a distinct rite”. That this

has historically been the case nobody can deny. Mar Powathil does not

deny or question the history behind this assertion. What he insists on is

that these historical accretions should be rejected as unauthentic while

the SMC sets about searching for the discovery or rediscovery of its true

ecclesial identify”.



From this point on it is impossible to proceed further without naming

person however much one may wish to avoid doing so. No one can tell

the story of India's independence without mentioning Mahatma Gandhi

and his unique qualities of leadership. Nor is it conceivable to speak

about the creation of Pakistan without Jinna's name being drawn into the

narrative. In the same way and for the same reason Archbishop

Powathil's name enters into our discussion on Syro-Malabar Liturgy.

Some people see his role in very positive light while others hold him

responsible for the present malise of the Syro-Malabar Church. Instead

of taking sides let us first of all examine some basic facts.



Bishop Thumkuzhi rebuts this argument by pointing out that there is no

single tradition to which the SMC can now meaningfully return. Nor is it

pastorally useful to restore all ancient practices. If the plea for

restoration is taken literally, then “the present Syro-Malabar Church

would have to rejoin the Syro-Malabarians with whom in prePortuguese times they formed one and same community of Thomas

Christians; “Everybody knows the absurdity of that argument” Mar

Thoomkuzhy comments. Fr.Taft's study, as we have seen, also leads us

to the same conclusion.



The term dispensation, as the majority group has pointed out, implies

that the proposed changes are deviations from the ideal. So they can

only be tolerated for the time being. It leaves the door open for one group

to hope and the other to fear that at some future time consensus would be

reached or engineered in favour of the “ideal” East Syrian tradition. That

will only perpetuate the conflict instead of resolving it.



In a brief survey of the history of the SMC's liturgical reform Mar

Thoomkuzhy takes us back to the time when Cardinal Tisserant was the

Prefect of the oriental Congregation. In 1954 he set up a committee of

experts in Rome for suggesting ways and means of restoring the SyroMalabar liturgy. But strangely enough the great Cardinal did not think it

fit to invite at least one genuine Syro-Malabarian to serve as a member

of that committee. The message it implied was loud and clear:”You

Syro-Malabarians know nothing about your liturgy and the great

heritage it represents. So we shall let you know what you have got to do”

or something to that effect!

As it turned out, this expert committee hatched an elaborate scheme for

imposing East Syrian Liturgy on Syro-Malabarians. The SyroMalabar hierarchy of that time, especially abp Augustine Kandathil and

Bishop Alenxander Choolapparambil wrote to Rome expressing their

distress and dismay over these happenings. They pointed out that the

proposed restoration would not be a wise step. Nor would it be

beneficial for the faithful whose pastoral needs they knew perfectly well

through direct contact. They wanted that the revised Taksa be such as to

suit modern life situations of the Syro-Malabarians. Their

representations, however, went unheeded. “In my opinion'. Mar

Thoomkyzhi comments with sadness in his heart, “This style adopted is

the work of restoration of the Syro-Malabar Liturgy has been greatly

instrumental in creating the present groupism and the consequent

tension is our Church” (p.6)

This early alienation between the Syro-Malabar Bishops on the one

hand and the officials of the Oriental Congregation on the other seems to

have continued unabated until mid 1960-s when suddenly a dissident

group emerged within the Syro-Malabar hierarchy itself pleading the

cause of restoration according to the ancient East Syrian tradition.

Bishop Thoomkuzhy does not enter into the specifics of this dramatic

development for reasons that are anybody's guess. The Oriental Con-Contd. on next col.



As we have already pointed out, Mar Powathil remains unconvinced

about the possibility of a compromise regarding Mass facing the people,

use of the sanctuary veil, etc. he continues to label the proposed changes

as signs of slavish surrender to western fashions that are totally

incompatible with the pristine identity of the Syro-Malabar Church. A

compromise formula permitting those dioceses that have accepted these

changes to keep them is unacceptable to him. The Oriental

Congregation's support for this obstinate stand is evident from the

distinction it made in 1989 between “options and dispensations”.



Bishop Thoomkuzhy, on the other hand, offers a detailed analysis of the

problem giving the arrangement for and against the debated questions,

especially the “missa versus populum”. He also underlines the oriental

Congregation's role over the years in guiding the debate along its own

pre-determined line.

Mass facing the people 'began to be celebrated in most of the SyroMalabar Churchs after the second Vatican Council. It was actually

started as a spontaneous practice and not at the order of anyone. That

manner of celebration was found to be more meaningful and fruitful

from a pastoral point of view”. After quoting the opinions of

distinguished liurgists like Jungmann and Bouyer who argued

convincingly in favour of change, Thoomkuzhy concludes: “In short,

missa versus altare does not seem to be an 'essential” or “constitutive”

element in Eastern Eucharistic celebration. Our experiences of the past

years has been very positive from a pastoral point of view. Hence this

provision should be continued in those eparchies where this manner of

celebration is fruitfully practiced with great advantage of the faithful”

(p.1)

This is only one example to illustrate the radical difference in the

approaches of the two Episcopal groups.

CARDINALSYLVESTRINI'S OBJECTION TO VOTING

But for the oriental Congregation's obstructive role, this dispute could

easily have been resolved by the Syro-Malabar bishops themselves

taking into account all the relevant factors. The only requirement is a

modicum of good will and common sense which our bishops certainly

posses. The second Vatican Council with nearly 2200 bishops hailing

from all continents and races has resolved such bigger problems by its

normal decision making process. The Council Fathers, had to settle

serious doctrinal questions involving the fundamentals of faith and

morals. They were all put to the vote and decided on the basis of

majority and minority. And yet the Oriental Congregation will not allow

the Syro-Malabar bishops to use this method to sort out their problems:

-Contd. on next page col.1.
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SYRO-MALABAR LITURGY TODAY(Part II)

- Continuation from page 6

Cardical Silvestrini speaking presumably on behalf of his Congregation

offers a rather convoluted explanation: “Great attention should be given

to the concepts and categories which we use when referring to the

workings of this Synod”, he declared. “The terms majority and minority

can often lead to the concepts of “victory” and “defeat”, concepts which

are foreign to and extremely dangerous for fraternal communion. As has

been repeated on many occasions, if winners and losers emerge from an

encounter among parties in the Church, then it is the Church that loses

and in such a situation there are in fact no winners. We must always

remember that the reality at the essence of proper Synod functioning far

surpasses the concept of governance found in contemporary political

theories. In fact the communion inherent in genuine synodal functioning

speaks of a participation in the communion and charity of God”

This is an unbelievable statement coming as it does from a high-placed

Roman official entrusted with great responsibility in the Church.

Doubtless Cardinal Sylvestrini’s high cultural attainment places him far

above the common crowds. But in the case of the Syro-Malabar faithful

their own bishops are directly entrusted with this responsibility.

Cardinal Sylvestrini is duty bound to treat them as colleagues in the

College of Bishops of whom the Pope alone is the head. Yet, we find the

Cardinal addressing the Syro-Malabar bishops as if they are just a bunch

of simpletons for whom any explanation is good explanation.

Silvestrini's warning about the “extreme danger” to “fraternal

communion” resulting from the emergence of 'winners and losers”

sound hollow. He ought to know that the procedure in question is not

borrowed from contemporary political theories. They have been used by

the Second Vatican Council without provoking any law and order

problem for the Vatican. Expert legal opinion favours voting wherever

consensus cannot be reached by mutual consultation. In this connection,

Fr.Ivan Zuzek's brief intervention on January 15, 1996 is of special

relevance, as it is backed by the author's massive scholarship and

genuine concern for the welfare of the Church.

“A member of a Synod of an Eastern Church should have a clear

perception that such a Synod is similar to ancient local Synods (topikoi)

such as those of Antioch, Carthage, etc which may not even be

compared to Episcopal conferences of CIC. Furthermore that such a

Synod is composed exclusively of consecrated bishops, that is, of a

convergence of Episcopal charisma existing in the same Church, and

constitutes according to constant tradition and the norms promulgated

by the supreme authority of the universal Church, that Colleges of

Bishops to which special assistance of the Holy Spirit is assured to enact

deliberations that most “expedient” since their authors were moved 'ab

unoeodemque Spiritu” ('by the one and same Spirit'). Zuzet found it

'rather difficult to understand a certain concern to appeal to the Roman

Pontiff against the Synod' – expressed by Mar Vattakkuzhy.

All these and other similar considerations go to establish beyond doubt

that oriental Congregation has no locus standi for restricting the

freedom of the Syro-Malabar fathers from settling their disputes by a

majority vote as provided for in Canon 924.nor is there any justification

in the Congregation's continued favourtism towards the minority in

direct violation of all norms of fairness and propriety. By acting in this

manner the officials of the Congregation have in effect betrayed the

sacred trust placed in them by the Supreme Pontif and caused

incalculable harm to the Chruch. The simple and ordinary faithful of the

SMC will find it painfully hard to be reconciled to the resulting negative

image of the Oriental Congregation. Perhaps the time has come for them

to strive for a more mature faith rooted primarily in the Sacred scripture

and the ancient creeds.



Church, shaped by the witness of martyrs, fathers and saints as well as

by the living faith of all Christians down the centuries to our own day. It

is not an unchanging repetition of formulas, but a heritage which

preserves its original, living kerygmatic core, It is the tradition that

preserves opinions and guarantees her certitude and community”

(No.8, quoted by Mar Thoomkuzhy in his paper referred to above)

What the Pope states further on in the same letter is specially relevant to

the SMC's present predicament: When usages and customs belonging to

each Church are considered as absolutely unchangeable, there is sure

risk of tradition losing that feature as a living reality that grows and

develops and which the Spirit guarantees precisely because it has

something to say to the people of every age…. Tradition is never sheer

nostalgia for things or forms of the past nor regret for lost privileges, but

the living memory of the Bride kept eternally youthful by the Love that

dwells within her”.

What keeps the Syro-Malabar Church divided today is precisely that

uncompromising insistence on the rediscovery and retention of certain

usage to which reference has already been made. Almost all the great

merits that are being bandied about as belonging to the distinctive

identity of the Syro-Malabar Church are as a matter of fact either

common to all within the universal Church or derived from the work of

the much maligned western missionaries. Popular devotions, piety,

spirit of sacrifice, fast and abstinence, morning and evening prayers,

special veneration of the Blessed Virgin etc.which Archbishop Powathil

lists as the characteristics of the Syro-Malabar ethos (p.17) are to be

found among Catholics throughout the world, irrespective of their ritual

affiliation. The Syro-Malabar faithful's devotion to the Mother of Christ

is in no way different from that of the Italian, Polish, Portuguese or any

other group of Catholics. Those who have visited those countries, as I

have done, can hear testimony to this. Speaking about the SM spiritually

Mar Powathil mentions “the celebration of Pesaha under the leadership

of the head of the family, breaking the bread (Kurisappam, Indriappam)

and distributing it with “Pal” (milk) as a unique custom” prevalent

among St. Thomas Christians (p.16)

This is factually incorrect on two grounds: (1) Catholic families in

Poland have a similar 'service' in their homes as I have personally

witnessed while staying in one of them 15 years ago. With all members

present the Father of the family holds up in his hands a specially

prepared bread, prays aloud thanking God for all his blessings and

asking forgiveness for failings. He then breaks it and distributes the

pieces to family members and neighbors. I found it deeply moving act

replete with rich biblical symbolism. (2) The word “Indriappam”

reveals its Latin origin. “Indri” is the Malayalamised acronym INRI

signifying the Latin inscription JESUS NAZARENUS REX

JUDEORUM, which Pilate ordered to be affixed on the cross to which

Christ was nailed. As it was definitely introduced by Latin missionaries

“Indriappam” has nothing to do with the original Syro-Malabar identity.

All this I repeat can be traced to the common Christian tradition of faith

and Christian life style. Therefore it is wrong to attribute them to so

vague and elusive a concept as SMC's rite-based distinctiveness.



“Tradition is the heritage of Christ's Church. This is the living memory

of the Risen One, met and witnessed to by the Apostles who passed it on

to their successors in an uninterrupted line, guaranteed by the apostolic

succession through the laying of hands, down to the bishops of today.

This is articulated in the historical and cultural patrimony of each



Here I should also point out that the much trumpeted piety of the SM

Catholics' and their numerous vocations are fast becoming thing of the

past in the wake of the growing and consumerist culture. Statistically

Syro-Malabarians succumb to it the more easily than other religious

groups including Hindus and Muslims. The average size of a SyroMalabar family has registered a sharp fall from 8-10 children per couple

in the previous generations to just one or two in the present one. As a

result Kerala's demographic landscape has undergone a sea change.

Two decades ago Christians accounted for 22 per cent of the population

of Kerala with the Hindus forming 60 and the Muslims 19 per cent.

Today the Christians of whom Syro-Malabarians constitute the vast

majority, have shrunk to a little over 16 per cent (Muslims 23 and

Hindus 61). Our families are breaking up. Requests for nullity

declaration increase so fast as to keep all matrimonial tribunals over

burdened with work. Neither the Church is teaching on marital



-Contd on next col.



- Contd. on next page col.2.



Pope John Paul II had this in mind when he wrote in his Apostolic letter

“Orientale Lumen”:
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State Level People's Convention held in Ahmedabad

on February 7th &amp; 8th 2015 - Fr. Cedric Prakash sj

(Fr. Cedric Prakash SJ is the Director of PRASHANT,

the Ahmedabad-based Jesuit Centre for Human Rights,

Justice and Peace.)



Christ Is Risen! Happy Easter!

When Jesus rose from the dead,

grief departed, and His sufferingso wrenching and completebecame a thing of the past.



Ahmedabad witnessed a unique event on Feb. 7th

and 8th 2015 as a two-day State Level Convention

At the moment of Christ's

brought together more than 500 women and men

resurrection, His focus, and ours,

from all over Gujarat. They were local leaders;

mainly adivasis, dalits and other backward com- turned to the future.The miraculous

lesson of Easter is that through

munities (OBCs). They had come together to highlight their many

grievances, to increase their bonding and in solidarity to say to those Jesus' death on the Cross, we have

been granted a second chancewho attempt to control their lives and destinies, that they can no longpermission

to leave our old lives

erbe taken for granted.

behind and stand before the pristine,

The theme of the Convention was "Chaalo Lokshahi melaviye" (Come

unmarred canvas of a new day,

let us ensure People's Rule: Democracy)

with all its potential for joy and

choices that honor God.

In his inaugural address to the Convention, Fr. Francis Parmar, the

Provincial of the Gujarat Jesuits emphasised that the four pillars of

Have you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior? If not, Easter is

justice, liberty, fraternity and equality should never be compromised.

the perfect time to ask Him into your heart and your life. Stop

He called upon the people to be united so that they can achieve their

reliving the past, beating yourself up over all the mistakes you've

goals; to be truly effective, he asserted, one needs to have the

made. The slate has been wiped clean!Paint a new life for yourself,

commitment to struggle to the very end.

bright with the colors of redemption, grace and renewal.

The highlight of the programme was a Public Hearing presided over by

Jesus loves you.

Mr. Girish Patel, Senior Counsel of the Gujarat High Court and the

Happy Easter!

doyen of the human rights movement of Gujarat. The other jury

members were Dr. Sudarshan Iyengar, former Vice-Chancellor of the

Gujarat Vidyapith and Mr. Rohit Prajapati, environmental activist. Courtesy : Joyce Meyer ( joyce meyer org )

Several local leaders representing various communities from across

SYRO-MALABAR LITURGY TODAY(Part II)

Gujarat made submissions about their pathetic conditions; these

- Continuation from page 7

included issues related to 'jal-jungle-jameen' (water, forest and land),

morality nor the spiritual richness of the SMC could do anything to stem

their right to shelter, their right to livelihood and work, atrocities on

this disturbing trend.

dalits and on women; the way their land acquired by the big corporations

and mega-projects like that of Ukai and issues related to PESA and In fact the only silver lining in the dark sky is the charismatic movement

which has produced some very positive results. Although they are not

Panchayati Raj.

entirely above criticism, the charismatic preachers have been

Mr. Girish Patel exhorted the huge gathering to come out in the open and

instrumental in changing for the better thousands of Syro-Malabarian

together to demand their legitimate rights. “The rights belong to the

lives by inculcating in them habits of personal prayer and bible reading.

people and the Government must realise this”, he said. “The judiciary

They also have influenced teen-agers and youth to commit themselves

has consistently failed the poor, the marginalised and the other subwholeheartedly to Jesus. This lively movement is very western in its

altern groups of the country.”

origin and style of functioning. Ironically most of its leaders, priests and

Several other eminent personalities and activists addressed the laity alike come from the Syro-Malabar tradition.

Convention; these included Mr. Hemant Shah, Mr. Anand Mazgaonkar,

This again illustrates the absurdity of trying to separate East from West

Mr. Mahesh Pandya and Ms. Trupti Shah. Added to the bonding of a

in matters of faith. The spirit of God is no respecter of geographical

memorable convention was a delightful programme consisting of

boundaries. It blows where it lists SMC's present malaise springs

adivasi dances and various plays which focussed on different social

primarily from forgetting this elementary truth. It has done immense

themes.

harm to the Church by deflecting attention from the demands of faith

The Convention concluded with an resolution which unanimously says, and getting entangled with minute details sush as posture (facing the

“We, leaders and other concerned citizens of Gujarat (representing 750 people), gesture (sign of cross) furniture (bema) number ( how many

villages of 34 talukas and urban slums of Surat and Ahmedabad) at the times the Our Father) linem (veil) and other similar tremendous trifles.

conclusion of a State Level Peoples' Convention held in Ahmedabad on

No doubt the Syro-Malabar Church has its own identity But the best way

th

th

February 7 &amp; 8 2015 on the theme "Chaalo Lokshahi melaviye"

to preserve it is to leave it alone. Nobody can make a baby grow by

(Come let us ensure People's Rule: Democracy) resolve that: there are

opening it up every now and then. We should have better things to do. As

several issues which afflict us greatly; these include our forests' lands,

Cardinal Tonko reminded the SMC Synod, “rite is important, but more

displacement, the north bank of the Ukai, non-implementation of the

important is the faith we bring”. A clear distinction has to be drawn

PESA law, the tardy delivery of justice on atrocities to the dalits; the

between the faith that unites and Rite that divides.

deliberate injustice by several Panchayats; the unresolved questions

regarding housing for the poor in the cities – are just some of them. We, Unfortunately the Chaldeanising group is bent upon absolutising Rite at

therefore strongly condemn the total inaction on the part of the the cost of relativising the faith. Herein lies a perversion. It may not be

Government. We call upon the Government and their relevant deliberate. It may even be well-intentioned. The way to hell, it is said, is

institutions to act promptly and to ensure that we get our legitimate paved with good intentions.



rights and the justice due to us.”

This Peoples' Convention was held under the aegis of

PEOPLESJ (Promoting Effective Organisations,

People's Leadership for Equity, Solidarity &amp; Justice)

which is an initiative of JESA-Gujarat.

v



History of Eastern Christianity contains several instances of such

movements. One striking case is that of Avvakum, the great spokesman

of the Old Believers of the Russian Orthodox Church. His attachment to

certain religious practices was so passionate as to make him sacrifice his

life not for a matter of doctrine, but on whether one should say 'Alleluva'

twice or thrice at a particular point in the service and the proper

configuration of the finger in making the sign of the cross. His name has

been immortalized in Russian literature. (Tablet p. 1532 (1993)



(To be continued in the next issue)
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MORAL STRENGTH THAN MUSCLE POWER - Fr. Paul Kottackal (Sr.) USA



Fr.Paul Kottackal (Sr)



A few years ago while I was working in a small village

parish in Kerala an MLA (Member of Legislative

Assembly) knocked at my door. I have not met him any

time before. He told me that he was going to take part

in a function in the neighborhood, and he thought of

making a friendly visit to me. It was tea time.



Having talked to him a few minutes I went to the kitchen to prepare tea.

There was no sufficient milk to make two cups of tea. I came back with

two cups one with milk-tea and the other without. As I offered him tea

he said,“Sorry, I don't take tea.” It left me in a big dilemmasince there

was no milk left to make a cup of coffee.

When he said, “I drink

neither tea nor coffee. If you

could give me a glass of

water it will be appreciated.”,I imagined that he

sensed my embarrassment. I

gave him a glass of water. I

was happy that I did not miss

my regular afternoon tea

which I was addicted to!

We entered into a conversation and it was thebeginning of a new

friendship. He told me that he had never taken any kind of alcohol, and

had no intention of drinking any in the future too. When I mustered up

courage and confidence I said, “I imagined that alcohol is a weakness of

all politicians. Your story surprises me.” He replied, “You may believe it

or not. It is absolutely wrong to think that all politicians have the habit of

drinking. There are many in Kerala politics who do not take alcohol.”

Having apologized I said, “I believe you,and I appreciate your decision.

Let it be an inspiration and challenge for all leaders.” To my enquiry I

understood, until this time he was true to his stand in his personal life.

It was as a time pass that I began to watch Vodafone comedy program in

the TV. Though I watched it with a kind of preconceived notion that it

will not have anything serious to contribute, the more I watched it the

more I realized that I was totally wrong. Each episode was entertaining

as well as educating and inspiring. I could not but appreciate and respect

all the actors and the panel of judges especially Jagadish thechief judge.

I am told that he was very particular thatthe show should keep up the

quality so that familymembers could watch it together. Almost all the

episodesthat I watched could claim this standard. The chief judgeused to

appreciate and encourage the performerswithout any favor or fear; also

he corrected and madesuggestions to the team so that they could rise up

to the expected quality. I would like to bring to the attention of the

readers an incident that occurred after an episode.

This particular episode focused on the

plight of afamily whose head was a

miserable drunkard. It was well

presented. Having appreciated the team

the chief judge turned to the other judge

on his left and said, “Ashokan what is

your honest opinion about alcohol consumption? It is good or bad?” He replied,

“There is nothing wrong in taking one or two pegs. I do it at times.”

Then he turned to the right and said, “Kalppana, what is your opinion?”

She replied, “It is okay to drink without for getting your responsibilities.

Any way I don't drink.” Then turning to the audience, who were mostly

youngsters, he said, “What is your opinion.” Their response was not

different from that of the other two. Immediately one among them asked

what the opinion of Jagadish on this issue was? He replied proudly, “I

am absolutely against drinking any kind of alcohol. I have never tasted

it, and my family is a 'dry family'.” He added, “I consulted more than

five specialist doctors of Trivandrum Medical College, and all of them

said that alcohol was injurious to health, and it had no medical value at

all.” I could notice a kind a kind reverential silence among the audience

-Contd. on next col.



and all others gathered in the

studio; they looked at Jagadish

with great respect. They gave him a

thunderous applause! Later I made

a study on the life style of this artist,

and learned that he was a highly

principled person, and all his

coworkers, both of the film

industry and of his office, treated him with great respect. Thousands of

people all over the world might have watched this particular TV

program. I am sure some of them, at least his fans, were inspired by this

revelation, and some of them would have thought about shunning

drinking. It might have had a tremendous impact on the viewers than

any public demonstrations had.

We know that Catholic Church in Kerala is committed to fight against

the social evil of drinking. It is her duty too. Let it find results. But while

it raises its voice it should have to make a soul searching. I believe that

Catholic Church has to learn from the politician and the artist

mentioned above. In their profession there is the highest possibility to

be persuaded to enjoy alcohol. But they don't yield to it. When Jagadish

announced that alcohol had no positive value and he never used it,

thousands of viewers all over the world would have been wonderstruck by it. Why did they welcome it with a big clapping? They are

aware of the harm in drinking alcohol; they wanted to be emancipated

from it.

These two secular characters and many like them are challenging

Catholic Church, its leaders and members. Let the Church continue its

effort to eradicate this evil. But the question is, whether it is prepared to

announce beyond doubt that it will never tolerate any kind of use of

alcohol among the members of the Church. Church has to dissociate

itself with all the people who are involved in liquor business. It shall not

idealize any one of its members who are in this business or in the habit

of drinking; moreover they shall never be given public recognition.

Nobody, lay or clerics, who are in the habit of using alcohol, shall be

nominated to the decision making bodies in every level. Unless and

until Catholic Church tries sincerely to make itself a ‘dry community’,

it will not have the moral strength to tell the public effectively to stop

the use alcohol, and to persuade the government to make law for it.

There are certain sister churches in Kerala who are well known for their

strict discipline against drinking. It is high time that Church stops trying

to use muscle power to get things done. It has to bring about social

changes using moral strength. Considering the political changes that

have already taken place in the country demonstrations and other

coercive tactics are not going to be reckoned with.

This is what the leaders like

Mahatma Gandhi taught us.

Intrinsic moral strength is the result

of transparency practiced in every

realm of life. Truthfulness and

transparency should be the identity

of Catholic Church. Let this

identity is manifest in all the issues

like admission to various institutions, appointments, promotion, liturgy, giving workers just salary,

useof media etc. Public should feel that as a community Catholic

Church is bent upon upholding justice in all its activities. Otherwise, all

our programs will be ridiculed as the advice of a prostitute on the topic

of chastity. Eventually our voice will go unnoticed.



v
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