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INTRODUCTION

By Marifi Chicote



This is the story of the tragic events that happened to the Chicote family in February 1945,

during the Battle for the Liberation of Manila. In these two official reports, Prudencio

Chicote Lalana, recounts the brutal atrocities committed by Japanese soldiers in the final

stages of World War II.



USEFUL NOTES:

Surnames follow Spanish custom: the father’s last name first, followed by the mother’s.

When using only one surname it is the father’s that is used. (e.g. Prudencio Chicote and not

Prudencio Lalana)



Prudencio Chicote Lalana: born in Manila, Philippines on April 21, 1914 and died in

Madrid, Spain on April 28, 2002. He took up Spanish citizenship although both his parents

and the majority of his siblings remained citizens of the Philippines. Prudencio Chicote later

reported to the War Crimes Commission on October 31, 1945. (USA vs. Tomoyuki Yamashita

Vol. II pp 738-756).



Prudencio Chicote Lalana
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Alfredo Chicote Beltran: patriarch of the family born in Marbella, Andalucía, Spain circa

1870. Emigrated to the Philippines aged 13 and educated by the Dominicans at Santo

Tomas in Intramuros in exchange for odd-jobs and chores. Became one of Manila’s most

prominent lawyers, investing in land and property development. He counted among his

many influential friends, President Manuel Quezon.



Alfredo Chicote

“La Casona” literally translated means “The big house”. This family home was designed and

built by Alfredo Chicote and was located in Ermita, an elegant residential district in those

days. It occupied - together with its compound of adjacent smaller houses – almost half a

block. “La Casona” faced the fields of Bagumbayan and Luneta with Intramuros beyond.



Translation: text in italics are the translator’s.
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BACKGROUND:

	

The Manila massacre of February 1945 refers to the atrocities committed against

unarmed civilians in Manila, Philippines by retreating Japanese troops. Credible sources put

the death toll in the tens of thousands. Nobody was spared: men, women and children were

bayoneted, gunned-down, slashed, raped, burned, mutilated and decapitated. The killings

took place during the Battle for the Liberation of Manila.

The Battle for the Liberation of Manila began on February 3, 1945 and lasted until March

3 causing a terrible bloodbath and the total devastation of the city. The capture of Manila

by U.S. forces led by General Douglas MacArthur, the Allied Commander in the Far East,

effectively ended three years of Japanese military occupation in the Philippines. The reconquest of the Philippines had begun four months earlier in with the biggest land and sea

assault of the Pacific war involving some 200,000 men and 700 ships.

The month-long battle for Manila was the fiercest large-scale urban fighting of the entire

Pacific War. The city was taken building by building, street by street, often in hand-to-hand

combat and with unrelenting tank and artillery bombardment. Few battles in the final

months of World War II surpassed the destruction, the brutality of the massacres and the

savagery of the fighting in Manila. Over 100,000 innocent civilians were killed by retreating

Japanese troops and by the sustained American artillery bombardment. The battle also left

over 1,000 U.S. soldiers dead and nearly 6,000 wounded. About 16,000 Japanese soldiers

died. Manila is second only to Warsaw in the list of the most devastated cities of World War

II.

In the devastation of Manila, a priceless cultural and historical heritage was lost. The city’s

beautiful historical centre – Intramuros, the heart of its Spanish heritage - was totally

destroyed and never completely restored to its former glory. The Manila that was once

renowned as the “Pearl of the Orient” and regarded as an important living monument to

European culture and colonization for over 300 years had vanished forever.
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MAP OF OLD MANILA
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Esteemed Reader,

This document contains two reports entitled:



1.	 “Tragic Events Relating To The Chicote Family”

2.	 “Report Submitted by Prudencio Chicote Lalana Regarding Japanese

Atrocities In The City of Manila.”



Both were written in 1945 at the behest of the Spanish Consulate General in Manila,

Philippines and subsequently forwarded to the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.



The events related here happened in Manila during the liberation of the city in February

1945.



In the final phase of World War II in the Far East, the Armed Forces of the United States

invaded the Philippine Islands successfully re-conquering them from the Imperial Forces

of Japan. The Battle for Manila was the last major confrontation of this re-conquest.

The war ended with the total surrender of Japan in August 1945 after the aerial nuclear

bombardment of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
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Translation by Marifí Chicote
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The author

(1995)



Part I

“TRAGIC EVENTS RELATING TO THE CHICOTE FAMILY”

	

In the afternoon of 3 February 1945, the entire family had congregated in the

paternal house, fondly referred to as “La Casona”, situated in the corner of the streets

of San Luis and San Carlos in the District of Ermita in the City of Manila. Ours was a

profoundly religious family rooted in Spanish customs where peace and unity reigned.

Separated at the beginning of war in 1941, the family was reunited only to experience - in

the final days of the liberation we so looked forward to - hunger, thirst, terror, separation

once more and ultimately the immense tragedy that culminated in our family’s near total

destruction.

		

Our happy family was in reality comprised of several groups, all of who

revolved around my father’s authority. These were:

1.	 Alfredo Chicote Beltran (Head of the family)

2.	 Pilar Lalana de Chicote (His wife)

3.	 Eloisa Chicote (Daughter, unmarried)

4.	 Concepción Chicote (Daughter, unmarried) - (Conchita)

5.	 Adelina Chicote (Daughter, unmarried)

6.	 María Paz Chicote (Daughter, unmarried)

7.	 José María Chicote (Son, unmarried) - (Pepe)

8.	 José de Goicoechea Orfanel (Son-in-law) (also known as Pepe)

9.	 Pilar Chicote de Goicoechea (Daughter, married) - (Pilina)

10.	Ángel José de Goicoechea Chicote – 7 years old (Grandson)

11.	Luís Zabaljauregui Castro (Son-in-Law)

12.	Carolina Chicote de Zabaljauregui (Daughter, married)

13.	Ana-Mari Zabaljauregui Chicote – 11 months (Grand-daughter)

14.	Prudencio Chicote Lalana (Son, married)

15.	María Luisa Carbó de Chicote (Daughter-in-law)

16.	Prudencito Chicote Carbó – 20 months (Grandson)

17.	Antonio Chicote Lalana (Son, married) - (Tony)

18.	Camila Lazcanotegui de Chicote (Daughter-in-law)

19.	Milagritos Chicote Lazcanotegui – 6 months old (Grand-daughter)

20.	Encarnación Lalana Bustamante (Sister-in-law)

21.	Carlos García Buch (Son-in-law)

22.	Paquita Chicote de García (Daughter, married)

23.	Carmiña García Chicote – 5 years old (Grand-daughter)

24.	Carlitos García Chicote – 11 months (Grandson)
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Chicote Family photo dated 1912



Chicote siblings as adults. Photo taken before the war.



Back Row L-R: Jose Maria, Concepcion, Ma. Paz, Adelina, Eloisa, Pilar &amp; Antonio

Front Row L-R: Carolina, Rosario, Prudencio, Josefina &amp; Francisca
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