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A Letter from Jason Fortino ‘05

Dear Fellow Alumni, Parents, and Friends:



50 th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE
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Greetings from PC!



W



e are proud to have successfully completed our

49th year as Paramus Catholic Paladins! Our

academic prowess has continued to ﬂourish,

our athletic events have caught the interest of the entire

nation, the diverse talents of our students have continued

to showcase the promising future of our society, and our

sense of family has proved stronger than ever. We bid

the graduating class of 2015 farewell at a memorable

commencement ceremony at the Prudential Center in

Newark, NJ. This impressive group of 364 graduates

received $56,000,000 of college scholarships and grants.

$14,500,000 of these earnings were for colleges they are

attending.

The Paramus Catholic community sincerely thanks you for your continued

support and generosity. This past year, our in-class and online STEM program

has continued to enhance our students’ preparation for life in the 21st Century.

The success of our music and ﬁne arts program has inspired the construction of

a state-of-the-art music conservatory addition. Cibco Construction Corp. had this

beautiful new feature planned, built, and fully functional in less than three months!

2015-2016 marks 50 years of Paladin pride! On September 19th, 2015 we

welcomed back nearly 200 alumni for our 2015 Homecoming event and honored

our ﬁrst graduating class of 1969. Please save the date for the Paramus Catholic

50th Anniversary Gala on April 16th, 2016 that will take place on campus to

commemorate our half-century milestone. I encourage our entire alumni community

to come and re-live our greatest Paladin memories and traditions!

As you read through this year’s edition of 425alive!, I’m sure you will be impressed

with the consistent display of commitment to academics, character, leadership,

faith, and service from our PC students. Our annual talent production, “Paladin

Palooza,” Relay for Life, Bridges Outreach, marching band performances and even

the design of an on-campus “green” garden are prime examples of our dynamic

efforts throughout the year.

Thank you again, and I hope to see you all back on the PC campus soon!



Stay Connected with PC!

Jason Fortino



www.ParamusCatholic.com

@ParamusCathHS

/ParamusCatholic
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Attention Parents of Alumni!

If your son/daughter no longer maintains a

permanent residence at your home, kindly

forward his/her new address to us so that

we may update our mailing lists. The Post

Ofﬁce does not forward 425 Alive! and

postal regulations require us to pay for

every copy not deliverable as addressed.

You may notify us of address changes by

phone at 201-445-4466 ext. 105 or by

email at bhoiem@paramus-catholic.org.

Thank you!
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Congratulations to the PC Class of 2015!



Over 3,000 people attended the Paramus Catholic Class of 2015 Graduation Ceremony at the Prudential Center in Newark, New Jersey.



PC President, James P. Vail, presenting

an honorary degree diploma to Bergen

County Executive, James Tedesco III.



PC



Miranda Hasty, Valedictorian from North

Haledon, addressing her fellow graduates.

Miranda graduated with a GPA of 100 and

scored 2110 on her SATs. She earned over

$460,000 in scholarships and is attending

Princeton University.



held its Class of 2015

Graduation

Ceremony

at the Prudential Center

in Newark on Monday, June 8th. 364

students from 83 towns in North Jersey

and Rockland County graduated, while

an audience of about 3,000 proud

parents, family members, and friends

cheered them on. The ceremony was

also video streamed live over the Internet.

The PC Class of 2015 leaves an outstanding legacy of achievements in

academics, campus ministry, performing arts, and athletics. They received

about $56 million in scholarships and

grants to the colleges and universi-



Congressman Donald M. Payne Jr.

congratulating the Class of 2015.



ties they were accepted to, and about

$14.5 million from the schools they will

attend. The Class of 2015 has been



“Each and every one

of you has the power

to change someone’s

life, maybe even to

change the world.”

-James Tedesco III
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Jessica Guarnizo, Salutatorian from North

Arlington, addressing the Class of 2015.

Jessica graduated with a GPA of 99.6 and

scored 2090 on her SATs. She earned over

$400,000 in scholarships and is attending

Cornell University.



accepted to such prestigious colleges

and universities as: Boston College,

Boston University, Bucknell, Colgate,

Cornell, Dartmouth, New York University,

Northeastern, Princeton, University of

Pennsylvania, Virginia Tech, and Villanova. Monsignor Michael A. Andreano,

the Vicar General and Chancellor of

the Archdiocese of Newark welcomed

the graduates. Bergen County Executive James Tedesco III delivered the

commencement address and received

an honorary diploma. Congressman

Donald M. Payne, Jr., whose district

includes the Prudential Center, also

congratulated the Class of 2015. 425alive!



GR AD UATI ON



50



Years



50 th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE



C



A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

C

C

C

C



Monsignor Michael A. Andreano addresses the graduates.



“It was an exciting time and

I’m sure somewhat scary,

but you lived these four

years , being comfortable,

successful, and enjoying

great experiences.”

- Monsignor Michael A. Andreano



The PC Legacy Lives On!



PC Class of 2015 legacy students and their parents at the Senior Awards Brunch at The Terrace at Biagio’s: Michael Cattani and Bobby Cattani ‘84; Lawrence Koerner and Lawrence

Koerner, Sr. ‘76; Amanda Silberman and Julie (Popovski) Silberman ‘87; Amanda Karpinski and Susan (Kimball) Karpinski ‘82; Corie Funk and Carol (Dengel) Funk ‘83; Scott Langan ‘85

(faculty); Isabella Akhtarshenas and Janet (Hoffman) Akhtarshenas ‘75; Grace Antinori and Rosemarie (Julien) Antinori ‘81; Sean Muttel and Scott Muttel ‘88; Camille Lewandowski ‘79

(faculty); Kate Drumgoole ‘01 (faculty); Kevin O’Driscoll ‘07(faculty). Not pictured: Daria Uhl and Robert Uhl ‘71; Samarah Gomez and Sandra (Cadavid) Gomez ‘97; Matthew Lazzaro

and Edith (Marino) and Evan Lazzaro ‘82; Alexander Crudello, Jr. and Maryann (Myerjack) Crudello ‘83. The greatest gift our alumni can give us is entrusting their children to our care.

Thank you for carrying on the PC legacy!
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Classes of 2014 and 2015 College Acceptances

The Class of 2015 received $56,000,000 in scholarships and grants to the colleges

and universities to which they applied.

Adelphi University

Albany College of Pharmacy

Albright College

Alderson Broaddus University

Alma College

Art Center College of Design

American University

American International College

Arcadia University

Arizona State University

Assumption College

Auburn University

Ave Maria University

Ball State University

Barry University

Baruch College

Belmont Abbey College

Baylor University

Berkeley College

Bloomsburg University

Bloomﬁeld College

Boston College

Boston University

Bowling Green State University

Brown University

Bryant University

Bryn Athyn College

Bucknell University

Cabrini College

Caldwell University

California College of the Arts

California University of

Pennsylvania

Carthage College

Castleton College

Catholic University of America

Centenary College

Central Connecticut State

University

Chapman University

Chestnut Hill College

Clarkson University

Clemson University

Coastal Carolina University

Coker College

Colgate University

College of Mount Saint Vincent

College of St. Elizabeth

College of St. Rose

Cooper Union

Cornell University

CUNY-Brooklyn College

CUNY-Lehman College

CUNY-Hunter College

CUNY-Queens College

Dartmouth College

Dean College

Delaware State University

Delaware Valley College

DeSales University

Dickinson College

Dominican College

Dowling College

Drew University

Drexel University

Duquesne University

East Stroudsburg University

Eastern University

Eastern Connecticut University

Eastern Michigan University

Eastern Nazarene College

Elizabethtown College



Elmira College

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical

University

Emerson College

Emmanuel College

Eugene Lang College of

Liberal Arts

Fairﬁeld University

Fairleigh Dickinson University

Fashion Institute of Technology

Felician College

Flagler College

Florida Atlantic University

Florida International University

Florida State University

Fordham University

Franklin Pierce University

Full Sail University

Georgetown University

George Mason University

George Washington University

Georgia Institute of Technology

Georgian Court University

Gettysburg College

Green Mountain College

Gordon College

Goucher College

Hampshire College

Hampton University

Hanze University of

Applied Sciences

Hartwick College

Hofstra University

Holy Cross College

Holy Family University

Houghton College

Howard University

Hult International Business

School

Immaculata College

Indiana State University

Indiana University

Iona College

Ithaca College

James Madison University

John Jay College of

Criminal Justice

Johnson and Wales University

Kean University

Keystone College

King’s College

Kutztown University of

Pennsylvania

La Salle University

Lebanon Valley College

Lehigh University

Le Moyne College

Lesley University

Liberty University

LIM College

Lincoln University

Long Island University

Longwood University

Louisiana State University

Loyola University, MD

Loyola Marymount University

Lycoming College

Lynchburg College

Lynn University

Manhattan College

Manhattanville College

Marist College



Marymount Manhattan College

Marymount University

Marywood University

Massachusetts College of

Art and Design

Massachusetts College of

Pharmacy &amp; Health Sciences

Mercer University

Mercy College

Merrimack College

Messiah College

Michigan State University

Millersville University

Misericordia University

Monmouth University

Montclair State University

Moore College of Art and Design

Moravian College

Mount Holyoke College

Mount St. Mary College

Mount St. Mary’s University

Muhlenberg College

Neumann University

Newbury College



New England College

New Jersey City University

New Jersey Institute of

Technology

New York Institute of Technology

New York University

Northern Arizona University

Northeastern University

Northwestern University

Norwich University

Nova Southeastern University

Nyack College

Ogelthorpe University

Ohio State University

Otis College of Art and Design

Pace University

Palm Beach Atlantic University

Palm Beach State College

Parsons: The New School

for Design

Penn State University

Pennsylvania College of

Technology

Pepperdine University

Philadelphia University

Pine Manor College

Post University

Pratt Institute

Princeton University

Providence College

Purdue University

Quinnipiac University

Ramapo College of New Jersey

Regis College

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
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Rider University

Rochester Institute of

Technology

Roger Williams University

Rowan University

Rutgers University

Sacred Heart University

Sage College

Salve Regina University

Sam Houston State University

San Diego State University

Sarah Lawrence College

Savannah College of Art

and Design

School of the Art Institute

of Chicago

School of Visual Arts

Seton Hall University

Siena College

Skidmore College

Slippery Rock University

Spelman College

Southern Connecticut State

University

Springﬁeld College

St. Bonaventure University

St. Edwards University

St. Francis University

St. John’s University

St. John Fisher College

St. Joseph’s University

St. Lawrence University

St. Leo’s University

St. Michael’s College

St. Peter’s University

St. Thomas Aquinas College

St. Thomas University

Stevens Institute of Technology

Stevenson University

Stockton University

Stonehill College

Stony Brook University

SUNY-Albany

SUNY-Binghamton

SUNY-Buffalo

SUNY-Cortland

SUNY-Fredonia

SUNY-Geneseo

SUNY-Hartwick

SUNY-Maritime College

SUNY-New Paltz

SUNY-Old Westbury

SUNY-Oneonta

SUNY-Oswego

SUNY-Purchase

SUNY-Stony Brook

Susquehanna University

Syracuse University

Temple University

The College of New Jersey

Tifﬁn University

Towson University

Union College

University of Alabama

University of Arizona

University of the Arts

University of Bridgeport

University of California-Berkeley

University of California-Davis

University of California-Irvine

University of CaliforniaLos Angeles



University of CaliforniaSan Diego

University of CaliforniaSanta Barbara

University of Central Florida

University of Colorado

University of Connecticut

University of Dallas

University of Delaware

University of Denver

University of Florida

University of Hartford

University of Illinois

University of Iowa

University of Kentucky

University of Louisville

University of Maine

University of Maryland

University of Massachusetts

University of Miami

University of Michigan

University of Missouri

University of New Hampshire

University of New Haven

University of North Dakota

University of Oregon

University of Pennsylvania

University of Pittsburgh

University of Rhode Island

University of Richmond

University of Rochester

University of San Francisco

University of the Sciences

in Philadelphia

University of Scranton

University of South Carolina

University of South Florida

University of Southern California

University of Tampa

University of Vermont

University of Washington

U.S. Air Force Academy

U.S. Military Academy at

West Point

Utica College

Valencia College

Vaughn College

Villanova University

Virginia State University

Virginia Tech University

Wagner College

Washington College

Wells College

Wentworth Institute of

Technology

West Chester University

West Virginia University

Western New England College

Wheaton College

Wilkes University

William Paterson University

Wilmington University

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Worcester State University

Xavier University

York College of Pennsylvania
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PC Musicians

Find New Home

School Unveils New Music

Conservatory

2



PC



is proud to unveil its new

Music Conservatory! The

conservatory features over

3,000 square feet of space dedicated

to PC’s ever-growing music program.

2 new practice rooms are being used as

solo and small group ensemble rehearsal

space. Another new practice room houses

approximately 10 keyboards and serves

as a “piano lab.” The highlight of the

conservatory is its 120-seat Amphitheatre, which has plenty of rehearsal space

for PC’s 80-member Orchestra, Concert

Choir, and Marching Band. At a time when

many schools are reducing their music

programs, Paramus Catholic is proud to

be expanding its music offerings! 425alive!
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JUNE 22, 2015



JUNE 18, 2015
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JUNE 26, 2015
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Photo 1: Over 200 PC students, faculty, alumni, and

friends attended PC’s new Music Conservatory groundbreaking ceremony on Thursday, April 30, 2015.

Photo 2: Dr. Margaret Dames, Superintendent of Catholic

Schools for the Archdiocese of Newark, addresses the

crowd at the Groundbreaking ceremony.

Photo 3: Father Donald Hummel, PC Chaplain, blesses

the site of the New Music Conservatory during the

Groundbreaking ceremony.

Photo 4: Sr. Pat Butler, Dr. Margaret Dames (Superintendent of Schools, Archdiocese of Newark), Steve Belloise,

Carol Stewart, Peter Sacco ’82, Lou Cibischino H’04,

James P. Vail (President), Mike Cibischino, Tony Aliano

(Architect), Richard Labarbiera (Mayor of Paramus),

Phil Arfuso ’82, Brian Niland (VP of Operations and

School Safety)
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JUNE 30, 2015



JULY 16, 2015
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SEPTEMBER 10, 2015
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The PC Marching Paladins



B



T



he 39 members of PC’s Marching Paladins have had a very busy year! They

wowed the crowds at PC’s football games, including the State Championship game at MetLife Stadium, with their fun performance of “Beatlemania.”

Under the direction of Music Director Gary Sabak and his assistants Gene Signoretti

and Michael Birdsey, they also marched their way through numerous parades. They

performed at the Columbus Day parade in NYC, the Veterans Day parade in Clifton,

3 Saint Patrick’s Day parades in NYC, Newark, and Pearl River, and 2 Memorial Day

parades in Wyckoff and Hawthorne. Through it all, they proudly sported brand new

uniforms, which were custom designed by Fred J. Miller, Inc., a leading designer

in the marching band uniform ﬁeld. The Marching Paladins are looking forward to

practicing their new show, Night Watch, in PC’s new music conservatory!

425alive!



PC’s Search XIX retreatants received over 6,000 palancas.



PC Relay

for Life



F

The PC Marching Paladin’s performed their upbeat

2014-15 show, “Beatlemania.”



The band marched and played in many St. Patrick’s Day

parades, including the one in New York City.



Search XIX Retreatants Find God



P



aramus Catholic’s Search XIX Retreat was a huge success. The highlight of

the weekend was watching the retreatants open their palancas. “Palanca”

comes from the Spanish word for “lever.” Just as a lever enables us to move

something that is beyond our strength, a palanca gives the recipient a lift or boost

of encouragement. It lets them know that someone is thinking of them, praying

for them, and is proud of them for taking time to get closer to God. This year, PC’s

Search retreatants received over 6,000 palancas from faculty, family, friends, alumni,

and fellow Searchers from around the world—from as far away as England and

Columbia! Over a dozen alumni who attended past Search retreats came and held a

prayer service for the new members of their Search family. It was a special weekend

that the participants will never forget.

425alive!



PC’s 2015 Relay for Life raised over $37,000 to help ﬁght cancer.
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or the fourth year in a row, PC

students, teachers, parents, and

alumni participated in the Relay for

Life. Over 360 people, on 36 different

teams, walked in memory of those who

lost their ﬁght with cancer and to honor

those who are currently battling the

disease. They raised over $37,000 to

help ﬁght the disease. The relay event

was divided into three stages. “Celebrate,” which opened the relay, included

the Opening Ceremony and a cancer

survivor speaker. This year, Russ Mania,

father of Alessandra Mania ’16, gave

an inspiring speech about his personal

ﬁght with cancer. Next, cancer survivors

walked a lap around the PC track,

with their caregivers joining them for a

second lap. After nightfall, the second

stage of the relay, “Remember,” began

with a speech by a cancer caregiver.

This year, Kristen Walsh ’17, spoke

about caring for her mother, who passed

away from cancer in 2014. The powerful

Luminaria ceremony followed, where

participants walked around the track,

which was lined with luminaria bags that

were lit in honor of all those affected

by cancer. Around 2:00 am, the “Fight

Back” ceremony took place. Participants

took turns walking through the night until

the 6:00 am Closing Ceremony. Thank

you to everyone who participated in and

425alive!

supported this event.
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