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File preview

THE TOP SELLING SINGLES FOR 1948

The following list is a compilation based on sales shown in The Real Chart, which lists a weekly Top 40. Occasionally, songs drop

out of the Top 40 and then re-enter. In these cases a sale of 3,000 copies is assumed for any week that the single is known to be

‘bubbling under’ where 3,000 copies, or more, is the qualifying sum to get into The Real Chart. Other than that, no account is taken

of sales below the Top 40, where any numbers are not known by this compiler, but these are potentially quite considerable. For

instance. ‘Near You’ – at Number 13 – became a hit in this country as a result of airings on the AFN (American Forces Network). It

was a big hit, both here and in America, where composer/performer Francis Craig adopted it as his career theme song. Over here,

E.R. Lewis, the boss of Decca records, went on the record to state a UK sale of some 200,000 for Craig’s release. So this sales

chart should be read with due allowance for continuing residual sales, not included here. E.G. Biggest hit of 1926 (Chart) sold

626,000 copies. Final sale (including residual sales) = over 800,000 copies!

Figures in square brackets identify the singers to the song. At this time the current status of the singer decreed whether they were

marketed in their own right with an accompanying orchestra – e.g. Frank Sinatra, Vera Lynn – or whether they were marketed

under the name of the band within which the vocalist was sometimes an anonymous component. I have identified songs appearing

in the concomitant sheet music charts which were essentially half of the same market. These appear as an asterisk alongside the

stated position in the end-of-year chart. Where there are two asterisks the disc was a double-A side. In the case of the Andrews

Sisters disc at Number five the competing sides had separate entries in The Real Chart, but I have amalgamated them for the

purposes of keeping an already complex compilation as simple as possible. To date, I have not found any more examples of such

split-sales. On double-A sides the most successful song in the sheet music charts is listed first. E.G. at Number 104 ‘How soon’

peaked at Number 16 whilst ‘You do’ got to Number 17.

There is a large number of Brunswick singles on this list, which traded at a heavy premium. Brunswick items were primarily U.S.

artist songs and were regularly aired on the AFN network…the only place to go for the listener hoping to hear the current hit

sounds. Over at the BBC, due to heavy Musicians’ Union restrictions, records were seldom played and songs had to be performed

by resident or visiting dance bands. Such restrictions remained in place for nearly two decades, so that when the Beatles came

along with such as ‘She loves you’ the Corporation was more likely to air a live performance of the song by the Northern Dance

Orchestra than the record. Apart from these airings a common source of hits was often West End shows or cinema releases. For

instance, ‘The dream of Olwyn’ at Number Three came from the film ‘While I live’. I have done a lot of research into the stories

behind the hits for my proposed book about the pop music hits of 1946-52. This is intended as a follow-up to my earlier publication,

‘Pop Music Hits of 1939-45’. Here, a number of sheet-music chart hits did not get in to The Real Chart Top 40, but undoubtedly

bubbled under.

All records selling 25,000 copies or more are included in this listing.

Please feel free to e-mail me at kobyhadrian@hotmail.com should anyone have any comments they wish to make.

1*



286



So tried/The more we are together – Russ Morgan O. [Russ Morgan]



Brunswick 03892



2*



256



Galway bay/My girl’s an Irish girl – Bing Crosby w. Victor Young O.



Brunswick 03882



3*



250



The dream of Olwyn/While I live – Charles Williams Concert O. w. Arthur Dulay, piano



Columbia DX 1433



4*



203



Buttons and bows – Dinah Shore &amp; her Happy Valley Boys/

All my love – Dinah Shore w. Sonny Burke O.



Columbia DB 2446



5**



198



Near you/How lucky you are – Andrews Sisters w. Vic Schoen O.



Brunswick 03823



6*



184



Golden earrings – Bing Crosby w. John Scott Trotter O./

But beautiful – Bing Crosby w. Victor Young O.



Brunswick 03838



7**



166



You can’t be true, dear/The cuckoo waltz – Ken Griffin, organ



Brunswick 03968



8*



161



Ballin’ the Jack – Danny Kaye w. Johnny Green O./St. Louis blues – Danny Kaye w. Vic Schoen O.



Brunswick 03888



9



137



My mammy/Sonny boy – Al Jolson w. Morris Stoloff O.



Brunswick 03830



10



136



Tenement symphony, Parts 1 &amp; 2 – Tony Martin w. Skyrockets O. dir. Woolf Phillips



HMV B 9666



11*



135



When you’re in love/Be mine – Monte Rey w. Philip Green O.



Columbia DB 2432



12**



134



A tree in the meadow (I love you till I die)/I never loved anyone – Leslie A. ‘Hutch’ Hutchinson

With Peter Yorke O. HMV B 9611



13*



125



Near you/Red rose – Francis Craig O. [Bob Lamm]



Brunswick 03876



14



124



Back in your own back yard/Toot, toot Tootsie (goodbye) – Al Jolson w. Morris Stoloff O.



Brunswick 03909



15*



123



Anniversary song (Oh! How we danced)/Suspense – Bing Crosby



Brunswick 03967



16**



118



Civilization (bongo, bongo, bongo)/Bread and butter woman – Danny Kaye/Andrews Sisters



Brunswick 03836



17



116



Smoke! Smoke! Smoke! (that cigarette)/Crawdad song – Phil Harris O. [Phil Harris &amp; the Sportsmen]



HMV BD 1195



18**



115



All dressed up with a broken heart – Buddy Clark w. Dick Jones O./

Love somebody – Doris Day &amp; Buddy Clark w. George Siravo O.



Columbia DB 2449



19



113



The Devil’s gallop/The old clockmaker – Charles Williams Concert O.



Columbia DB 2448



20*



110



Cuanto le gusta/The matador – Carmen Miranda &amp; the Andrews Sisters w. Vic Schoen O.



Brunswick 03917



21**



109



Rambling rose/Laroo, Laroo, Lili Bolero – Perry Como &amp; Satisfyers w. Russ Case O. HMV BD 1211



22*



108



Time may change/Be mine – Anne Shelton w. Roy Robertson O.



Decca F 8898



23*



107



A tree in the meadow (I love you till I die)/Kiss me once, kiss me more – Dorothy Squires/Billy Reid O.



Parlophone R 3092



24



106



Coronation Scot/London landmarks suite – Queen’s Hall Orchestra cond. Sidney Torch



Columbia DB 2406



&amp;**



106



You call everybody darling/Underneath the arches – Andrews Sisters w. Billy Ternent O.



Brunswick 03969



26**



105



Ballerina (Dance, ballerina, dance) – Bing Crosby &amp; the Rhythmaires w. John Scott Trotter O.

Laroo, Laroo, Lili Bolero – Bing Crosby &amp; the Ken Darby Choir w. Victor Young O.

Brunswick 03889



27



101



How deep is the ocean? – Frank Sinatra w. Axel Stordahl O./

S’posin’ – Frank Sinatra w. John Guarnieri Quintet



Columbia DB 2403



You can’t be true, dear (Du lannst nicht true sein)/Once upon a wintertime

– Vera Lynn w. Bob Farnon O.



Decca F 8883



You can’t be true, dear (Du lannst nicht true sein)/Nature boy

– Dick Haymes &amp; the Song Spinners



Brunswick 03905



28**

29**



99

96



&amp;*



96



Olwyn (The dream of Olwyn)/Violin – Reggie Goff w. Cyril Stapleton O.



Decca F 8997



31*



94



Teresa/My sin – Dick Haymes &amp; the Andrews Sisters w. Vic Schoen O.



Brunswick 03860



&amp;*



94



Dance, ballerina, dance/Ma-Ha-Lani-Papa-Doo – Vaughn Monroe O. [Vaughn Monroe, Moon Maids]



HMV BD 1208



&amp;*



94



The green cockatoo/Easter parade – Ethel Smith, organ



Brunswick 03995



34**



92



I’m looking over a four-leaf clover/Heartbreaker – Merry Melody Makers



HMV BD 1203



35



91



White Christmas/Christmas love – Gracie Fields w. Bob Farnon O. &amp; Wardour Singers



Decca F 8985



36*



90



Too fat polka (He’s too fat for me)/Jack, Jack, Jack (Cu-tu-gu-ru) – Andrews Sisters w.Vic Schoen O.



Brunswick 03841



37**



89



Peg O’ my heart/Now is the hour (haere ra) – Leslie A. ‘Hutch’ Hutchinson



HMV BD 1181



38*



87



It only happens when I dance with you/Because – Perry Como w. Russ Case O.



HMV BD 1215



39



86



I’m the guy who found the lost chord/Little bit this, little bit that – Jimmy Durante w. Roy Bargy O.



MGM MGM 118



40



85



Let me sing and be happy/If I only had a match – Al Jolson w. Morris Stoloff O.Brunswick 03866



41*



83



When you’re in love/I don’t care what you say – Reggie Goff w. Cyril Stapleton String Serenade



Decca F 8941



42



79



Holiday for strings/Laura – David Rose O.



MGM MGM 103



43



78



White Christmas – Bing Crosby w. John Scott Trotter O./

Let’s start the new year right – Bing Crosby w. Bob Crosby O.



Brunswick 03384



It’s a quiet town/The big brass band from Brazil

– Danny Kaye &amp; the Andrews Sisters w. Vic Schoen O.



Brunswick 03886



44



77



45



74



Where flamingos fly/The best things in life are free – Ink Spots



Brunswick 03894



&amp;*



74



Everybody loves somebody/What’ll I do? – Frank Sinatra w. Axel Stordahl O.



Columbia DB 2459



47*



73



Heartbreaker – Sam Browne &amp; the Keynotes/Primo Scala’s Accordion Band/

More than ever before – Sam Browne &amp; the Quads/Squadronaires



Decca F 8872



48**



72



Golden earrings [Carole Carr]/South America – Take it away [Archie Lewis] – Geraldo O.



Parlophone F 2279



&amp;*



72



Oh! My achin’ heart/What you don’t know won’t hurt you – Mills Brothers, 4 boys &amp; a guitar



Brunswick 03842



&amp;



72



Tubby the tuba, Parts 1 &amp; 2 – Danny Kaye w. Victor Young Concert O.



Brunswick 0161



51*



70



Woody woodpecker [Doreen Lundy/George Evans]/A kiss and a rose [Doreen Lundy] – Geraldo O.



Parlophone F 2305



52*



67



My happiness – Ella Fitzgerald &amp; the Song Spinners/

Don’t you think I ought to know? – Ella Fitzgerald w. Bob Haggart O.



Brunswick 03934



53*



66



When you were sweet sixteen/Golden gate – Al Jolson w. Morris Stoloff



Brunswick 03821



&amp;*



66



The dream of Olwyn/Skyscraper fantasy – Mantovani Concert O. w. Ivan Fosello, piano



Decca K 1911



55**



65



Ask anyone who knows/I’ll make up for everything – Ink Spots



Brunswick 03840



&amp;*



65



After all/Would you believe me? – Steve Conway w. Peter Yorke O.



Columbia FB 3405



&amp;



65



Silent night, holy night/Adeste Fideles (O come all ye faithful)

– Bing Crosby/Max Terr Choir &amp; John Scott Trotter O.



Brunswick 03929



58



64



The Whiffenpoof song/Kentucky babe – Bing Crosby/Fred Waring &amp; the Glee Club



Brunswick 03902



&amp;



64



Molly Malone/A lullaby for Dena – Danny Kaye w. Johnny Green O.



Brunswick 03931



60*



63



Now is the hour (haere ra)/Silver threads among the gold – Bing Crosby with the Ken Darby Choir



Brunswick 03839



&amp;**



63



Woody woodpecker/There ought to be a society (for the protection of poor, unfortunate lovers)

- Kay Kyser O. [Gloria Wood]

Columbia FB 3434



62**



62



A tree in the meadow (I love you till I die)/I never loved anyone – Sam Browne w. Bert Thompson O.



Decca F 8830



&amp;**



62



Reflections on the water/After all – Dorothy Squires w. Billy Reid O.



Columbia DB 2418



64**



60



The coffee song (They’ve got an awful lot of coffee in Brazil)/

The stars will remember (So will I) – Frank Sinatra w. Axel Stordahl O.



Columbia DB 2376



&amp;*



60



Anything I dream is possible/Break my heart but say you love me – Dorothy Squires w. Billy Reid O.



Columbia DB 2439



66



58



Misiriou/Zigeuner – Jan August, piano



Brunswick 03952



&amp;



58



My very good friend the milkman/Shortenin’ bread – Fats Waller &amp; his Rhythm



HMV BD 1218



68**



57



The shoemaker’s serenade [Eileen Orchard]/And Mimi [Paul Rich] – Lou Preager O. Columbia FB 3368



&amp;



57



Portrait of a flirt/Music in the air – Queen’s Hall Light Orchestra cond. Sidney Torch



Columbia DB 2436



70*



56



Serenade of the bells/It began with a tango – Gracie Fields w. Phil Green O.



Decca F 8837



&amp;



56



The Three bears/Five guys named Moe – Ray Ellington Quartet [Ray Ellington]



Parlophone R 3109



&amp;*



56



Time may change/When your hair has turned to silver – Archie Lewis w. the Geraldo Strings



Parlophone F 2294



73*



55



The shoemaker’s serenade/Can you look me in the eyes and say we’re thru? – Radio Revellers



Columbia FB 3376



&amp;



55



Manic depressive presents lobby number from ‘Up in Arms’, Parts 1 &amp; 2

– Danny Kaye w. Johnny Green O. Brunswick 03972



75**



54



When you were sweet sixteen/Chi-baba, Chi-baba (My bambino go to sleep)

– Perry Como &amp; the Satisfyers w. Lloyd Shaffer O.



HMV BD 1180



I wonder who’s kissing her now? – Perry Como w. Lloyd Shaffer O./

When tonight is just a memory – Perry Como &amp; Helen Carroll &amp; the Satisfyers w. Lloyd Shaffer O.



HMV BD 1190



&amp;*



54



&amp;*



54



Serenade of the bells/Bella Bella Marie – Jean Cavall w. Philip Green O.



HMV B 9632



78*



52



October twilight/Brother, can you spare a dime? – Steve Conway w. Peter Yorke O.



Columbia FB 3416



79*



50



Buttons and bows/Bluebird of happiness – Gracie Fields w. Bob Farnon O.



Decca F 8996



80**



49



I wonder who’s kissing her now?/My first love, My last love, for always – Joe Loss O. [Howard Jones]



HMV BD 5988



&amp;



49



Bumble boogie (Flight of the bumble bee) – Freddy Martin O. w. Jack Fine, piano/

Hora Stacato – Freddy Martin O. w. Gene Conklin, sifleur



HMV B 9621



My happiness[Denny Vaughn/In my dreams [Doreen Lundy] – Geraldo O.



Parlophone F 2327



&amp;**



49



&amp;*



49



On a slow boat to China [Al Hendrickson]/

For every man there’s a woman [Peggy Lee] – Benny Goodman O.



Capitol CL 13003



84**



48



Now is the hour (haere ra)/Come back to Sorrento – Gracie Fields w. Phil Green O.



Decca F 8805



&amp;*



48



Rambling rose [Doreen Lundy]/A kiss and a rose [Dick James]

– Skyrockets Dance O. cond. by Woolf Phillips



HMV BD 6016



I’m sending a letter to Santa Claus – Vera Lynn &amp; Rae Jenkins Quartet/

I’m sending my blessings – Vera Lynn w. Len Edwards O.



Decca F 8992



How soon (will I be seeing you)?/I wish I didn’t love you so – Vaughn Monroe O.

[Vaughn Monroe &amp; the Moon Maids]



HMV BD 5999



Golden earrings [Don Rodney]/Serenade of the bells [Kenny Gardner]

– Guy Lombardo &amp; his Royal Canadians



Brunswick 03843



86

87**

&amp;**



47

46

46



&amp;



46



Minnie the moocher/Dinah – Danny Kaye w. M.Abravanel O.



Columbia DB 2390



&amp;**



46



When you were sweet sixteen [Howard Jones]/Civilization (Bongo, bongo, bongo) [Elizabeth Batey]

- Joe Loss O.



HMV BD 6007



91**



45



I wonder who’s kissing her now?/And Mimi – Turner Layton



Columbia DB 2367



&amp;



45



Siboney/Hasta Manana – Bing Crosby w. Xavier Cugat &amp; his Waldorf-Astoria Hotel O.



Brunswick 04114



93**



44



Serenade of the bells [Archie Lewis]/The coffee song (They’ve got an awful lot of coffee in Brazil)

– Geraldo O.



Parlophone F 2264



94



42



Three little fishes/Grandfather’s clock – Radio Revellers



Columbia FB 3394



95*



41



When you were sweet sixteen/What’ll I do? – Archie Lewis w. the Geraldo Strings



Parlophone F 2277



&amp;



41



Alexander’s ragtime band/The Spaniard that blighted my life

– Bing Crosby/Al Jolson w. Morris Stoloff O.



Brunswick 03783



97



39



The blue-tail fly/I’m goin’ down the road – Burl Ives &amp; the Andrews Sisters



Brunswick 03971



&amp;*



39



Galway bay/Terence’s farewell – Denis Martin



Parlophone R 3058



99**



38



The coffee song (They’ve got an awful lot of coffee in Brazil)/

A rainy night in Rio – Andrews Sisters w. Vic Schoen O.



Brunswick 03789



Sabre dance/Blue prelude [Woody Herman] – Woody Herman O.



Columbia DB 2442



101** 37



Dance, ballerina, dance/Rambling rose – Lou Preager O. [Paul Rich]



Columbia FB 3413



102



36



When the red, red robin comes bob, bob, bobbin’ along/Someone else may be there while I’m gone

– Al Jolson w. Morris Stoloff O.

Brunswick 04146



&amp;



36



I only have eyes for you/I’m in the mood for love – Freddy Gardner, sax. w. Peter Yorke O.



&amp;*



38



Columbia DB 2411



104** 35



How soon (will I be seeing you)?/You do – Bing Crosby w. Carmen Cavallaro, piano Brunswick 03863



&amp;*



35



The silver wedding waltz/Put your dreams away for another day – Vera Lynn w. Bob Farnon O.



Decca F 8899



106*



33



Peg O’ my heart/Sleepy time gal – Art Lund



MGM MGM 106



&amp;



33



Disc jockey jump/Hop, skip and jump [Anita O’Day] – Gene Krupa O.



Columbia DB 2386



&amp;



33



Who’s sorry now? – Bing Crosby w. Eddie Heywood O./

When day is done – Bing Crosby w. Victor Young O.



Brunswick 03875



&amp;



33



For me and my gal/Where the black-eyed Susans grow – Al Jolson w. Morris Stoloff O.



Brunswick 04142



&amp;**



33



The girl that I marry – Dick Haymes w. Charles Dent O./

Mam’selle – Dick Haymes w. Gordon Jenkins O.



Brunswick 03803



&amp;*



33



Nature boy [Elizabeth Batey]/Down by the old mill stream [Howard Jones] – Joe Loss O.



HMV BD 6012



112*



32



Oh! What a beautiful morning/They say that falling in love is wonderful

– Richard Tauber w. George Melachrino O.



Parl. Odeon RO 20556



The cuckoo waltz/Anything I dream is possible – Joe Loss O. [Howard Jones]



HMV BD 6027



&amp;**



32



&amp;*



32



Peg O’ my heart/Turn over a new leaf – Issy Bonn w. Phil Green O.



Decca F 8825



115



31



I’ll dance at your wedding/Carolina in the morning – Tony Martin w. Earl Hagan O.



HMV B 9635



&amp;*



31



The shoemaker’s serenade/When it’s evening – Five Smith Brothers



Parlophone F 2282



117** 30



You can’t be true, dear (Du lannst nicht true sein) [Bob Dale]/Toolie oolie doolie (The Yodel polka) [‘Diane’]

- Oscar Rabin Band dir. by Harry Davis

Parlophone F 2304



&amp;**



30



It only happens when I dance with you/A fella with an umbrella – Frank Sinatra w. Axel Stordahl O.



Columbia DB 2471



&amp;



30



Pass the biscuits, Mirandy [Del Porter]/The Jones laughing record – Spike Jones &amp; his City Slickers



HMV BD 1207



120*



29



An apple blossom wedding – Sammy Kaye



&amp;



29



We just couldn’t say goodbye/If I only had a match – Frank Sinatra w. Axel Stordahl O.



Columbia DB 2431



122*



28



Sabre dance boogie/Cumana – Freddy Martin O. w. Barclay Allen, piano



HMV B 9683



&amp;**



28



A tree in the meadow(I love you till I die)[Archie Lewis]/I never loved anyone[Denny Vaughn]–Geraldo O Parlophone F 2283



124** 27



I’ll make up for everything/Christmas dreaming (A little early this year) – Frank Sinatra/Axel Stordahl O. Columbia DB 2365



&amp;*



27



When you were sweet sixteen/This old town crier – Steve Conway w. Peter Yorke O. Columbia FB 3398



&amp;*



27



You’re still the only girl in the world/All my love – Issy Bonn &amp; Wardour Singers/Edwin Harrison O.



127*



26



My own Darby &amp; Joan/This land of mine – Sentimentalists presented by Billy Cotton Decca F 8832



&amp;



26



Tchaikovsky (and other Russians) – Danny Kaye w. M. Abravanel O./

Anatole of Paris – Danny Kaye w. Johnny Green O.



Decca F 8984



Columbia DB 2469



&amp;*



26



The shoemaker’s serenade/You’re driving me crazy – Squadronaires dir. by Jimmy Miller w. The Quads Decca F 8927



&amp;**



26



So tired [George Evans]/Take me to your heart again (La vie en rose) [Doreen Lundy] – Geraldo O.



Parlophone F 2315



131** 25



Chi-baba, Chi-baba(My bambino go to sleep)/When you were sweet 16 – Perry Como/Lloyd Schaffer O. HMV BD 1180



&amp;*



Dear old Donegal/The rose of Tralee – Josef Locke/Royal Opera House O. cond. Herbert Carruthers



25



Columbia DB 2429



[All items selling 25,000 copies or more listed above: Taken from The Real Chart weekly Top 40]
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