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EXCERPTS

CHAOS

Come July, thousands of politicians, party

elders, campaign consultants, activists, and

reporters will descend on Cleveland for a

suspenseful, dramatic, and chaotic Republican

National Convention.

As a rule, conventions are not supposed to be

dramatic; they’re carefully choreographed by the

presidential nominee and his or her political

team to have said exactly what they believe

should be said to set the stage for the general

election. That’s not going to happen in 2016. All

those activists and politicos won’t be attending

the same old dog and pony show that they can

usually expect at a convention. Instead, they will

arrive spoiling for a fight - a fight to pick the

Republican nominee for president, and maybe a

fight for the future of the GOP itself.

This fight has been brewing for almost a decade. The nationwide conservative political groundswell

that began in 2009 and developed into the Tea Party waves of 2010 and 2014 is now buoying several

outsider candidates. The success of the outsiders, combined with the establishment’s attempts to

keep their grip on control of the party, will culminate in a messy, chaotic, contested Republican

National Convention. The fight holds danger and opportunity for everyone involved. It could

fragment the Republican Party for a generation, lead to the creation of a new third party, or it could

lay the foundation for a new winning conservative coalition. Either way, the chaos in Cleveland will

set the course for the GOP and the conservative movement at a critical time. None of the outcomes

are certain……

(CHAOS continued)

In truth, there’s really no way to predict how a contested convention will unfold- and reporters will

have a hard time explaining it in real-time because most of them have never covered one before and

don’t know the rules and procedures. Hopefully, this book will give grassroots activists the

background information they need to understand what they’re watching when the convention finally

begins. You can get to know the tribes of campaign operatives and party bureaucrats, the friends

and enemies who will be making deals at the convention. You can also learn which states or

territories could be the bellwethers of the convention and why they could play that role. And if it

inspires some of you to become delegates yourselves, all the better. You’ll have a front row seat for

the most interesting Republican National Convention of your lifetime.
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