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NOTICE OF ALLEGATIONS

to the

Chancellor of the University of Mississippi



A.



Processing Level of Case.

Based on the information contained within the following allegations, the NCAA

enforcement staff believes this case should be reviewed by a hearing panel of the NCAA

Division I Committee on Infractions pursuant to procedures applicable to a severe breach

of conduct (Level I violation). 1



B.



Allegations.

Football.

1.



[NCAA Division I Manual Bylaws 16.11.2.1 (2014-15 and 2015-16), 16.11.2.2(a) (2014-15) and 16.11.2.2-(c) (2014-15 and 2015-16)] 2

It is alleged that between August 2014 and August 2015,

a representative of the institution's athletics interests, provided

football student-athletes

(

) and

(

) with

impermissible extra benefits in the form of complimentary vehicle use.

Additionally, in June 2015,

and

owner of

and representative of the institution's athletics interests,

provided

with an impermissible loan. The total monetary value of these

extra benefits was approximately $7,495. Specifically:

a.



1



On at least two occasions in the summer of 2014,

took his personal

vehicle to the

service department for repairs. During this

time period,

loaned

a 2012 Nissan Titan at no cost

pursuant to its loaner vehicle program available to service customers. On

or around August 11, 2014, while

was in possession of the Titan,

and

decided to forego further repairs on

's

vehicle, which ended

's status as a service customer. However,

kept the Titan until October 28, 2014.

's possession of the

Titan from at least August 28 to October 28 was outside the scope of

loaner vehicle program. The value of the extra benefit

was approximately $2,416. [NCAA Bylaws 16.11.2.1 and 16.11.2.2-(c)

(2014-15)]



Pursuant to NCAA Bylaw 19.7.7.1 (2015-16), if violations from multiple levels are identified in the notice of allegations, the case shall be

processed pursuant to procedures applicable to the most serious violations alleged.

2

This allegation is the basis for Allegation No. 2.
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b.



In February 2015,

approached the

sales department

regarding purchasing a used Dodge Challenger. On February 16, 2015,

loaned

a 2004 Chevrolet Tahoe at no cost.

possessed the Tahoe continuously from February 16 to May 11, 2015. On

May 11,

loaned

a 2008 Nissan Armada at no cost

because the Tahoe had been sold.

possessed the Armada

continuously from May 11 to June 10, 2015.

's possession of these

two vehicles was outside the scope of

loaner vehicle

program. The value of these extra benefits was approximately $1,324.

[NCAA Bylaws 16.11.2.1 and 16.11.2.2-(c) (2014-15)]



c.



In late April 2015,

took his personal vehicle to the

service department for repairs. Around this time,

loaned

a 2013 Chevrolet Impala at no cost pursuant to its loaner

vehicle program available to service customers. As of July 7, 2015, while

was in possession of the Impala, the repairs to

's

personal vehicle had been completed and paid for, which ended

's

status as a service customer. However,

kept the Impala until

August 10, 2015.

's possession of the Impala from July 7 to

August 10 was outside the scope of

loaner vehicle

program. The value of the extra benefit was approximately $755. [NCAA

Bylaws 16.11.2.1 and 16.11.2.2-(c) (2014-15 and 2015-16)]



d.



On June 10, 2015,

purchased a 2010 Dodge Challenger from

and financed the purchase through the dealership. The

financing agreement for the Challenger stated that

paid a $3,000

cash down payment June 10; however,

did not make a down

payment. Rather,

and

provided

a $3,000

deferred-payment, interest-free loan toward the down payment. This loan

is not generally available to car buyers of

The value of

the extra benefit was $3,000. [NCAA Bylaws 16.11.2.1 and 16.11.2.2-(a)

(2014-15)]



Level of Allegation No. 1:

The NCAA enforcement staff believes a hearing panel of the NCAA Division I

Committee on Infractions could conclude that Allegation No. 1 is a severe breach

of conduct (Level I) because the alleged violations (a) seriously undermine or

threaten the integrity of the NCAA Collegiate Model, (b) provided substantial or

extensive impermissible benefits and (c) were not isolated or limited. [NCAA

Bylaw 19.1.1 (2015-16)]
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Factual Information (FI) on which the enforcement staff relies for Allegation

No. 1:

The attached exhibits detail the factual information on which the enforcement

staff relies for Allegation No. 1. The enforcement staff incorporates the factual

information referenced throughout this document, its exhibits and all other

documents posted on the secure website.

2.



[NCAA Constitution 2.8.1 (2014-15 and 2015-16) and NCAA Division I Manual

Bylaw 12.11.1 (2014-15)]

It is alleged that the scope and nature of the violations detailed in Allegation No. 1

demonstrate that the institution violated the NCAA principles of rules compliance

when it failed to monitor the activities of

a representative of its athletics interests.

Collectively, the institution's athletics administration, athletics compliance office

and football program failed to monitor the activities of

and its

loaning of vehicles at no cost to football student-athletes

(

)

and

(

). The institution failed to monitor that

received

impermissible use of three loaner vehicles for a total of approximately six months

between August 2014 and June 2015, and that

received impermissible

use of a loaner vehicle for over one month between July and August 2015.

Additionally, in October 2014, the institution's athletics compliance office learned

that

loaned a 2012 Nissan Titan to

during the fall of 2014.

However, the compliance office failed to adequately inquire into the

circumstances surrounding

's acquisition and use of the vehicle, including

the impact to

's eligibility. As a result,

competed while ineligible in

six contests during the 2014 season.

Level of Allegation No. 2:

The NCAA enforcement staff believes a hearing panel of the NCAA Division I

Committee on Infractions could conclude that Allegation No. 2 is a significant

breach of conduct (Level II) because the alleged violation involves a failure to

monitor, which is presumptively a Level II violation. [NCAA Bylaw 19.1.2

(2015-16)]
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Factual Information (FI) on which the enforcement staff relies for Allegation

No. 2:

The attached exhibits detail the factual information on which the enforcement

staff relies for Allegation No. 2. The enforcement staff incorporates the factual

information referenced throughout this document, its exhibits and all other

documents posted on the secure website.

3.



[NCAA Division I Manual Bylaw 16.11.2.1 (2014-15)]

It is alleged that on or around August 22, 2014,

a representative

of the institution's athletics interests, provided an impermissible extra benefit in

the form of $800 cash to

,

to football student-athlete

.

Level of Allegation No. 3:

The NCAA enforcement staff believes a hearing panel of the NCAA Division I

Committee on Infractions could conclude that Allegation No. 3 is a severe breach

of conduct (Level I) because the alleged violation (a) seriously undermines or

threatens the integrity of the NCAA Collegiate Model, (b) provided a substantial

or extensive impermissible benefit and (c) involves an intentional violation or

showing reckless indifference to the NCAA constitution and bylaws. [NCAA

Bylaw 19.1.1 (2015-16)]

Factual Information (FI) on which the enforcement staff relies for Allegation

No. 3:

The attached exhibits detail the factual information on which the enforcement

staff relies for Allegation No. 3. The enforcement staff incorporates the factual

information referenced throughout this document, its exhibits and all other

documents posted on the secure website.



4.



[NCAA Division I Manual Bylaw 16.11.2.1 (2012-13 and 2013-14)]

It is alleged that on 12 occasions between June 7, 2013, and May 27, 2014,

a representative of the institution's athletics interests, provided

impermissible extra benefits in the form of free lodging in Oxford, Mississippi, to

football student-athlete

's

)

,

(

), and

,

(

). The total monetary value

of the extra benefits was approximately $2,253. Specifically:
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a.



Between June 7 and 8, 2013,

provided

and

with two

nights' lodging at a

in Oxford

The total

value of the lodging was approximately $280. [NCAA Bylaw 16.11.2.1

(2012-13)]



b.



Between October 26 and November 16, 2013,

provided

and

with three nights' lodging at the

The total value

of the lodging was approximately $938. This lodging allowed

and

to travel to Oxford and watch

compete in three home

football contests. [NCAA Bylaw 16.11.2.1 (2013-14)]



c.



On March 8, 2014,

provided

and

with one night's

lodging at the

The total value of the lodging was

approximately $128. [NCAA Bylaw 16.11.2.1 (2013-14)]



d.



Between April 4 and 5, 2014,

provided

and

with

two nights' lodging at a residential rental property in Oxford. The total

value of the lodging was approximately $303. [NCAA Bylaw 16.11.2.1

(2013-14)]



e.



On May 10, 2014,

provided

and

with one night's

lodging at the

The total value of the lodging was

approximately $217. [NCAA Bylaw 16.11.2.1 (2013-14)]



f.



Between May 25 and 27, 2014,

provided

and

with

three nights' hotel lodging at the

The total value of the

lodging was approximately $386. [NCAA Bylaw 16.11.2.1 (2013-14)]



Level of Allegation No. 4:

The NCAA enforcement staff believes a hearing panel of the NCAA Division I

Committee on Infractions could conclude that Allegation No. 4 is a severe breach

of conduct (Level I) because the alleged violations (a) seriously undermine or

threaten the integrity of the NCAA Collegiate Model, (b) provided substantial or

extensive impermissible benefits and (c) were not isolated or limited. [NCAA

Bylaw 19.1.1 (2015-16)]
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Factual Information (FI) on which the enforcement staff relies for Allegation

No. 4:

The attached exhibits detail the factual information on which the enforcement

staff relies for Allegation No. 4. The enforcement staff incorporates the factual

information referenced throughout this document, its exhibits and all other

documents posted on the secure website.

5.



[NCAA Division I Manual Bylaw 16.11.2.1 (2012-13)]

It is alleged that in the summer of 2013, Chris Kiffin, assistant football coach,

provided football student-athlete

with two nights' lodging at his

residence. The monetary value of the extra benefit was approximately $33.

Level of Allegation No. 5:

The NCAA enforcement staff believes a hearing panel of the NCAA Division I

Committee on Infractions could conclude that Allegation No. 5 is a breach of

conduct (Level III) because the alleged violation provided no more than a

minimal impermissible benefit. [NCAA Bylaw 19.1.3 (2015-16)]

Factual Information (FI) on which the enforcement staff relies for Allegation

No. 5:

The attached exhibits detail the factual information on which the enforcement

staff relies for Allegation No. 5. The enforcement staff incorporates the factual

information referenced throughout this document, its exhibits and all other

documents posted on the secure website.



6.



[NCAA Division I Manual Bylaws 13.2.1, 13.6.7.7 and 13.6.8 (2012-13)]

It is alleged that between January 25 and 27, 2013, Chris Kiffin (Kiffin), assistant

football coach, arranged for three family members who were not parents or legal

guardians of then football prospective student-athlete

(

) to

receive impermissible recruiting inducements during his official paid visit. The

total monetary value of the inducements was approximately $1,027. Specifically:

a.



Kiffin arranged for

(

),

of

's

;

(

),

's wife; and

,

's

, to receive complimentary meals during

's official paid visit. The total value of the meals was approximately

$709. [NCAA Bylaws 13.2.1 and 13.6.7.7 (2012-13)]



NOTICE OF ALLEGATIONS

Case No. 189693

January 22, 2016

Page No. 7

__________



b.



Kiffin arranged for

and

to receive two nights' hotel

lodging at The Inn at Ole Miss during

's official paid visit. The total

value of the lodging was approximately $318. [NCAA Bylaws 13.2.1 and

13.6.8 (2012-13)]



Level of Allegation No. 6:

The NCAA enforcement staff believes a hearing panel of the NCAA Division I

Committee on Infractions could conclude that Allegation No. 6 is a significant

breach of conduct (Level II) because the alleged violations (a) provided or were

intended to provide more than a minimal recruiting advantage, (b) include more

than a minimal impermissible benefit and (c) are more serious than a Level III

violation. [NCAA Bylaws 19.1.2 and 19.1.2-(a) (2015-16)]

Factual Information (FI) on which the enforcement staff relies for Allegation

No. 6:

The attached exhibits detail the factual information on which the enforcement

staff relies for Allegation No. 6. The enforcement staff incorporates the factual

information referenced throughout this document, its exhibits and all other

documents posted on the secure website.

7.



[NCAA Division I Manual Bylaw 13.1.1.1 (2013-14)]

It is alleged that on May 8, 2014, Chris Kiffin (Kiffin), assistant football coach,

made impermissible, off-campus recruiting contact with then football prospective

student-athletes

(

) and

(

) at

(

) in

. Specifically, Kiffin had a 10minute recruiting conversation with

and

in a private office at

during the spring of 2014 evaluation period.

Level of Allegation No. 7:

The NCAA enforcement staff believes a hearing panel of the NCAA Division I

Committee on Infractions could conclude that Allegation No. 7 is a breach of

conduct (Level III) because the alleged violation (a) provided no more than a

minimal recruiting advantage and (b) does not rise to a Level II violation. [NCAA

Bylaw 19.1.3 (2015-16)]
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Factual Information (FI) on which the enforcement staff relies for Allegation

No. 7:

The attached exhibits detail the factual information on which the enforcement

staff relies for Allegation No. 7. The enforcement staff incorporates the factual

information referenced throughout this document, its exhibits and all other

documents posted on the secure website.

8.



[NCAA Division I Manual Bylaws 11.7.2.2, 13.01.4, 13.1.2.1, 13.1.2.4-(a),

13.1.2.5, 13.1.3.5.1, 13.2.1, 13.2.1.1-(b), 13.2.1.1-(e), 13.5.3, 13.7.2.1 and

13.7.2.1.2 (2012-13)]

It is alleged that during the 2012-13 academic year,

a

then representative of the institution's athletics interests, assisted the institution in

its recruitment of four then football prospective student-athletes by engaging in

recruiting activities that promoted the institution's football program. This included

providing the prospects with various recruiting inducements. The total monetary

value of the inducements

provided was approximately $2,250.

Additionally, Maurice Harris (Harris), assistant football coach, knew of

association with the prospects and, at times, facilitated

involvement in

their recruitment. Between January 18 and February 3, 2013, Harris arranged for

two of the four prospects to receive impermissible recruiting inducements from

the institution. The total monetary value of inducements in which Harris arranged

was approximately $485. Specifically:

a.



On October 13, 2012,

provided then football prospective studentathletes

(

),

(

) and

(

) with round-trip transportation between

, and Oxford, Mississippi, (approximately

miles) for the

prospects to attend an unofficial visit and home football contest at the

institution.

also provided

with a meal on this occasion. The

value of the transportation that

,

and

received was

approximately $38. The value of the meal that

received was

approximately $5.

met Harris on this occasion.

also

notified Harris; Hugh Freeze (Freeze), head football coach; and Matt Luke

(Luke), assistant football coach, after the visit that he provided

,

and

with transportation to the institution on this

occasion. [NCAA Bylaws 13.01.4, 13.1.2.1 and 13.2.1(2012-13)]



b.



On November 10, 2012,

provided

with round-trip transportation between



,



and

and Oxford for the
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prospects to attend an unofficial visit and home football contest at the

institution

also provided

with a meal on this occasion. The

value of the transportation

,

and

received was

approximately $38. The value of the meal

received was

approximately $5. Further,

notified Harris prior to the visit that he

was planning to drive

and

to the institution on this

occasion. [NCAA Bylaws 13.01.4, 13.1.2.1 and 13.2.1 (2012-13)]

c.



On November 24, 2012,

provided then football prospective

student-athlete

(

),

and

with

round-trip transportation between

and Oxford for the prospects

to attend an unofficial visit and home football contest at the institution.

also provided the prospects with meals on this occasion. The value

of the transportation

,

and

received was

approximately $38; the value of the meals they received was

approximately $45. Further,

notified Harris prior to the visit that

he was planning to see Harris at the institution on this occasion. [NCAA

Bylaws 13.01.4, 13.1.2.1 and 13.2.1 (2012-13)]



d.



Between November 28 and 30, 2012,

engaged in telephone

communication with

' mother, at Harris' instruction, to arrange an

off-campus recruiting contact with Luke. [NCAA Bylaws 13.01.4,

13.1.2.1, 13.1.2.4-(a) and 13.1.3.5.1 (2012-13)]



e.



On December 3, 2012,

attended an in-home recruiting visit by

Harris and Freeze that occurred at

's residence. Additionally, Harris

knew that

was planning to attend the in-home visit and both he

and Freeze interacted with

during the visit. Further,

provided food for this occasion. The value of the food

provided

was approximately $60. [NCAA Bylaws 13.01.4, 13.1.2.1 and 13.2.1

(2012-13)]



f.



In December 2012,

paid

's cellular telephone bill, which

had a value of approximately $67. [NCAA Bylaws 13.2.1 and 13.2.1.1-(e)

(2012-13)]



g.



In December 2012,

paid

's mother's telephone bill, which

had a y value of approximately $120. [NCAA Bylaws 13.2.1 and 13.2.1.1(e) (2012-13)]



h.



Between January 4 and 5, 2013,

provided

with round-trip transportation between



and

and
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