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File preview

Abisko - Aurora and ICEHOTEL® Level 1



HOLIDAY TYPE: Small Group



BROCHURE CODE: 26001



VISITING: Sweden



DURATION: 4 nights



Knowing exactly the best places to see the Northern

Lights invariably comes down to local knowledge and

experience. Every holiday provided by The Aurora Zone has

been designed in conjunction with our local partners in

Finland, Sweden, Norway and Iceland to ensure that we are

providing the best possible Aurora hunting experience.

Similarly, during daylight hours when you are not Aurora

hunting, we want you to experience the absolute best of

your chosen destination. To achieve this goal, we have

again engaged local experts and guides to ensure that your

entire stay is an unforgettable experience.

Ali Mclean
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Key facts



Our Opinion



Pace: Balanced

Suitable for:

Ages 15+. See our terms for further information.



In Brief

This balanced four night holiday sees you hunting

the Aurora in the famous Aurora area of Abisko from

your mountain lodge base; with a dedicated

snowshoe hunt and an Aurora photography lesson

helping to maximise your chances. You will enjoy ice

fishing in stunning surroundings, travelling by dog

sled and learning about Sámi culture, prior to a

guided tour and optional stay at the famous

ICEHOTEL®.



You only have to drive from Kiruna Airport to

Abisko to realise that you are somewhere hugely

special indeed. The seemingly endless winter lakes

finally yield to the distant snow-covered mountains

and we'd defy anybody to not stop and simply admire

nature at its dramatic best. Eventually, you arrive in

Abisko where the warmest of welcomes makes you

feel as if you're staying with close friends. It is truly a

remarkable place.

Dawn Rawlings
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What's included?

ALL OF THE ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES LISTED BELOW ARE INCLUDED IN THE HOLIDAY PRICE

Flights: Return between London and Kiruna (via Helsinki). Regional and non-UK departures available on

request. Routings are subject to change

Transfers: Return airport transfers

Accommodation: 3 nights' accommodation in a twin room at Abisko Mountain Lodge and 1 night in an Ice Room

at the ICEHOTEL®. You can choose to upgrade your room at the ICEHOTEL® or spend your final night at

Abisko (supplements/deductions apply)

Meals: 4 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 3 dinners

The following activities and equipment are included in the price; Aurora snowshoe trek, ice fishing, husky safari,

Aurora photography, Sámi culture, guided tour of the ICEHOTEL® (the order of activities is subject to change)

Cold weather clothing is provided for the duration of your stay

Services of our expert local guides



Trip Overview

Every year, without fail, this is one of our most popular holidays. This is not only down to the famed reputation that

Abisko has for Aurora hunting, but also the wonderful combination of the warm welcome your receive, the fantastic

food and the memorable activities. Furthermore you get the chance to spend the night at the original ICEHOTEL®.

Abisko's reputation for Northern Lights stems from the micro-climate that affects the area. Combined with some highly

favourable prevailing winds, the mountains surrounding Abisko serve to break up the cloud, making the firmament one

of the clearest in Northern Scandinavia.

Your base is the Abisko Mountain Lodge which almost instantly makes guests feel at home with its welcoming

hospitality, modern Swedish décor and hugely enthusiastic guides. The scenery here is wild and stunning and the

Lodge's slightly elevated position has a mountainous backdrop and views across a huge frozen lake.

As this is categorised as one of our balanced itineraries, the schedule is designed to give you a relaxed introduction to

some much loved arctic activities. During your stay you will enjoy a morning of ice fishing, a thrilling ride on a husky

safari across the snow-covered landscape and an evening snowshoe Aurora hunt. You will also enjoy a wonderfully

unique evening in the company of a hugely talented Northern Lights photographer who will take you to a prospective

viewing point. They will provide you with SLR cameras all set up and ready to capture an image, all you will need to
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provide is your SD card and you can take the images home with you. This is a fantastic activity which will hopefully

provide you with a wonderful keepsake to remember your travels.

We especially love Abisko for its Northern Lights record. Cloud cover is always the biggest concern for a prospective

Aurora hunter but Abisko is well known for its clear skies. The Northern Lights can never be guaranteed but your

chances here really are very good.

The welcoming Abisko Mountain Lodge is one of our favourite places to stay, not only do you instantly feel at home,

but the owners Dick and Mina, really do all that they can to make your stay as enjoyable and memorable as possible.

Our guests spend three nights at the lodge before enjoying their final night at the world famous ICEHOTEL® for a truly

memorable end to their holiday. You can choose to remain at the lodge if you prefer to just enjoy a tour of the

ICEHOTEL®, simply discuss this with your travel expert.

Many of our guests also like to take advantage of the fact that Abisko sits on one of the main railway lines in Sweden.

This means that you we can arrange for you to combine Abisko with another spectacular region of Sweden and a

night in the world famous Treehotel prior to arrival. Please see the 'personalise' section of the holiday page for details

of these additions.

Image credits: ICEHOTEL® &amp; Chad Blakley, Lights Over Lapland, Lola Akinmade kerström.imagebank.sweden. se,

Petros Dermatas, Ellie Souti, Tjasa Gusfors, David Andren, Anna Katrin Kraus, Hans Aesch, Anna Sofia Maag, Asaf

Kliger, Luc Voisin, Mathieu Brison, Rob Harding, Timsam Harding



Agenda

Please note the order of activities is subject to change



DAY

1



Flights, transfers and Aurora snowshoe trek



Whether you are arriving at the airport or at the train station (having stayed at the Treehotel) you will be welcomed by

a guide before being transferred to your accommodation at Abisko. The lodge resides close to the borders of the

Abisko National Park so your transfer will take you through some dramatic scenery before your warm welcome at the

lodge.

After the chance to settle into your rooms, you will enjoy a delicious dinner with the group, following which there will

be an introduction from your hosts. Your guide will provide you with your itinerary which will detail the final schedule

for the week and your cold weather clothing will be waiting for you.

Tonight you will be heading out on your first nocturnal excursion with your guide. This will be a gentle snowshoe walk

to a nearby vantage point where hopefully the Northern Lights will be visible. The guides here are all exceptionally

knowledgeable and passionate about the Aurora and will be happy to answer any questions you may have whilst you

are waiting for a prospective display. Snowshoeing is great fun, allowing you to explore areas of deep snow with

ease.



Included Meals: Dinner
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DAY

2



Ice fishing



Today you will be able to try your hand at a traditional Scandinavian pastime as you head out to enjoy ice fishing.

Primarily developed as a means of food gathering in the long dark winter months, ice fishing today is a much enjoyed

hobby and many locals stock up their freezers with their catch.

After breakfast, your guide will lead you to the nearby Lake Torneträsk where all that stands between you and the

fish-filled waters below is around a metre of ice. Using a traditional hand drill to break through the ice you then simply

drop a line down and wait. The fun is in the anticipation, but hopefully you will also catch a fish to supplement your

evening meal (common fish found here include arctic char and grayling). Even if you are not lucky enough to get a

bite, this is still a wonderfully relaxing way to sit back and enjoy the peaceful beauty of your wilderness surroundings.

This evening has been left free for you to relax. One of the great advantages of the lodge's location is that you don't

have to go far to witness an Aurora should the conditions be favourable. The remote location and minimal light

pollution means that quite often the Northern Lights can be seen simply by stepping outside the lodge.

For those who would like to enjoy another nocturnal excursion then we can arrange for you to enjoy a Northern Lights

sleigh ride this evening in a snowmobile-pulled sleigh. This is a wonderful way to seek out an Aurora display. We can

also arrange for you to visit the world famous Abisko Sky Station. Please see the 'personalise' section for details of

the options available.

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner



DAY

3



Husky safari and Aurora photography



One of the most popular activities with our guests is dog sledding as there is something inherently joyful in travelling

in this time-honoured fashion which is appealing to almost all.

Today you will be transferred to a nearby husky farm where you will meet the enthusiastic dogs and chat with the

mushers about their lives and work in the region. You will then be seated in a sled with the guide leading the dog

team across the magnificent landscape.

This afternoon is left free for you to set your own agenda. You may wish to relax or hire snowshoes from the hotel

and explore your surroundings independently. Alternatively, you can book a two hour snowmobiling excursion for a

thrilling afternoon activity (please note that a full driving licence is required to drive a snowmobile in Sweden and you

will travel two people per snowmobile). See 'personalise' section for details.

After dinner you will enjoy a wonderfully special activity as you set out to try and capture the Northern Lights on film.

Under the guidance of a hugely talented Northern Lights photographer you will be led to a local vantage point. The

guide's knowledge and expertise is beyond compare and they will provide you with an SLR camera perfectly set to

photograph an Aurora. All you need to take is an SD memory card on which to store the images and you have the

perfect souvenir of your holiday.

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner



DAY

4



Sámi culture and the ICEHOTEL®
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After breakfast you will bid farewell to the lodge and transfer to the ICEHOTEL®.

You will stop off in the small town of Jukkasjärvi to visit Nutti Sámi Siida, a small museum and heritage centre which

offers guests an insight into Sámi culture and some of the traditions of reindeer herding. There will be a number of

reindeer in a small corral here so you will be able to see some of these gentle animals firsthand. The centre also sells

a range of delightful handicrafts which make excellent gifts for those back home. After your visit it is then just a short

drive to the world famous ICEHOTEL® where lunch will be served.

After lunch you'll be given a guided tour of this remarkable monument to snow and ice architecture and to witness the

spectacle of the ice sculptures, the ICEBAR®, the wedding chapel (unless it is in use!) and best of all, the amazing

and intricately carved Art Suites . The hotel is redesigned each season, and grows in scale and fantastical design

with every incarnation.

We can arrange for you upgrade to a Northern Lights or Art Suite should you wish (all subject to availability). The

ICEHOTEL® gets extremely popular so if you would like to upgrade your room type please book as early as possible.

Please see the 'personalise' section for details of the options available. We can also make dinner reservations for you

in one of the hotel's restaurants, simply ask our travel experts at the time of booking.

For those of you who would rather enjoy the warm beds at Abisko for one more night we can transfer back in time for

another delicious meal and another evening of Aurora potential following your tour.

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch



DAY

5



Depart or extend your stay



This morning you will enjoy breakfast at either the lodge or the ICEHOTEL® before being transferred to the airport for

your flights home.

En route home we can arrange for you to stop off in the fabulous city of Stockholm - it may be a contrast to Lapland,

but it is a wonderful and vibrant city to explore and enjoy. Details are shown in the 'personalise' section of the holiday

page.

Included Meals: Breakfast



Included Accommodation

Abisko Mountain Lodge (Nights: 1-3)
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Residing 100km from Kiruna, the small and friendly Abisko Mountain Lodge can be found in the wilderness of

Swedish Lapland, offering mountain views and a warm welcome. Your hosts, Dick and Mina Johansson are so

passionate about the environment in which they live and have made a huge success of this very special lodge.

The lodge is around 4km from Abisko National Park, famed for its hiking trails in the summer and ski trails in the

winter. The beautiful natural scenery of Northern Sweden is just a short walk away.



Hotel facilities

The lodge consists of one main building and a handful of smaller outer buildings. In the main building you will

find 20 rooms, the reception lounge, restaurant and the bar area.

The chefs here take great pride in the food, making great use of local and seasonal produce and traditional

Swedish recipes. Breakfast is served buffet style, whilst lunch and dinner are set menus (lunch can also be

provided to take with you on your daytime excursions).

The lounge area in the lodge offers comfortable seating and a TV; perfect for socialising and relaxing in the

evening. The bar area is located nearby, serving a range of beers, wines and spirits.

In one of the outer buildings guests can make use of the sauna which is heated daily. There is also a traditional

wood burning outdoor hot tub which is available on request (please allow 24 hours notice and pay locally).

Free Wi-Fi is available throughout and there is also a drying room for guests to store outdoor clothing.



Room types

Twin rooms

There are 20 rooms in total at Abisko which are simple and modern, providing twin beds, en suite shower room and

clothes hooks. There are only two double rooms at the lodge with the remaining rooms offering twin beds only (it is not

possible for these beds to be made up as double due to the shape of the room). There are no televisions in the rooms

as all guests are encouraged to gather in the communal areas in the evenings.



Cottages

The Mountain Lodge also has four cottages which guest can book. These are a short walk from the main building and

are simply furnished. Each has a mezzanine sleeping level which sleeps up to four people and there is also a double

sofa bed downstairs as well as a kitchenette and sitting area. The cottages have a toilet and a sink, but no shower

facilities. Guests staying in the cottages have access to the showers in the nearby sauna building. These are open to

all guests and not private to those staying in the cottages.
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The ICEHOTEL® (Nights: 4)



Located on the banks of the magnificent Torne River in the village of Jukkasjärvi, the ICEHOTEL® is the world's

original ice accommodation. The concept began when a Swede by the name of Yngve Bergqvist built a small igloo to

display locally designed art. Some of the guests asked if they could spend the night and it was from these small

beginnings that this concept began, rapidly growing in scale each season.

Today the ICEHOTEL®, which is constructed in stages from December onwards covering around 5,500 square

metres, uses 30,000 tons of snow and ice with ice blocks harvested from the nearby Torne River. Each year,

architects, designers and artist submit designs for the hotel's famed suites, chapel and ice bar and a handful are

chosen to go forward with their theme. This year will see 19 uniquely designed and hand-crafted suites, among them

a three meter tall African elephant carved out of snow, a Russian imperial-inspired ice palace and a 1970’s inspired

love capsule.

The hotel consists of several buildings including the main ice building.



Hotel facilities

The reception is in the main warm building which also houses the lounge area, warm bar, dressing room,

restaurant and gift shop which sells a selection of ICEHOTEL® themed gifts and locally sourced handicrafts

The restaurant serves breakfast, lunch and dinner which include some wonderful Swedish favourites. Dinner

reservations can be booked in advance with us.

As an alternative guests can eat at the Homestead Restaurant which is a smaller, rustic restaurant a short walk

from the hotel.

The main ICEHOTEL® building is connected to a warm building which houses the toilets, showers and sauna.

There are also lockers in here in which to store your valuables and clothes overnight.

The warm building also has a small number of bunk beds in case you decide your ice room is not for you.



Guest room types

The cold rooms

Inside the cold rooms, the temperature is on average around -5°C, but with the arctic grade sleeping bag, insulating

reindeer skins and your thermal layers, you will stay surprisingly warm!

The cold rooms are closed off from the corridors by thick curtains rather than doors, but the walls of snow and ice

ensure excellent sound insulation. In the morning you will be awoken with warm berry juice and have the opportunity

for a warming sauna before breakfast.
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There are a range of cold rooms to choose from:



Snow Rooms

There are a small number of snow rooms which are the most basic ICEHOTEL® options. These rooms are made of

snow and ice and had an ice bed with a mattress topped in reindeer skins.



Ice Rooms

These are the rooms that we usually book for you as standard. These are similar to the snow rooms but slightly larger,

and have beautiful ice carvings and ice furniture. Principally our holidays include the ice room accommodation for

guests.



Northern Lights Suites

Larger than the ice rooms, these suites are themed around the beauty of the Aurora Borealis with delightful light

installations. They also have a double ice bed.



Art Suites

Uniquely and expertly designed, the stunning art suites are envisioned and carved by chosen artists from around the

world each season. Each room, varies in style and is based around a certain theme, utilising sculptures, light and

carvings to set the scene. Themes for the 2014/2015 season include forest fairies, time, chess, folk art and primates.



The Warm rooms

For those less keen on sleeping in low temperatures, the ICEHOTEL® also has a number of warm accommodation

options.



Kaamos Hotel Room

Light and airy, these en suite rooms have modern décor and furnishings. Each has a double bed or twin beds and TV.



Nordic Hotel Chalet

These are designed to accommodate up to four people. Each has one double/twin bedroom and one room with bunk

beds, making them ideal for families or small groups of friends. Each has an ensuite bathroom with shower, small

living room with fridge and kettle and TV.



Arctic Chalet

These have a double and a single room so are best suited to three people. Each chalet is en-suite and has a shower

room, small living area, fridge, kettle, TV and telephone.

Please note: The ICEHOTEL® opens gradually in several phases. The first phase is completed mid-December and

each week a new section will open. More suites and rooms will be available each week until mid-January when the

construction of ICEHOTEL® is completed in full.

Image credit: ICEHOTEL, Jose Carlos, Cabello Millan, Javier Alvaro, Colomino Matassa &amp; Asaf Kliger, Tjasa Gusfors,

David Andren, AnnaSofia Maag, Anna Katrin Kraus, Hans Aesch, Rob Harding, Timsam Harding, Luc Voisin, Mathieu
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