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File preview

THE MAIL-ART



THE MAIL ART INTERNET LINK

BY CHUCK

WELCH

THE FOLLOWING TEXT APPEARED

IN ETERNAL NETWORK: A MAIL

ART ANTHOLOGY, PUBLISHED IN

1995 BY UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY PRESS, A WORK EDITED

BY CHUCK WELCH. THE ESSAY

IS REPRINTED HERE WITH THE

PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THOSE

SCHOLARS WISHING TO RETRIEVE AN ACCURATE ACCOUNT

OF THE MERGING OF MAIL ART

AND TELEMATIC ART. SOME OF

THE PIONEERING PROJECTS AND

TEXTS BY WELCH, NOTABLY TELENETLINK, THE EMAILART DIRECTORY, THE ELECTRONIC MUSEUM OF MAIL ART (EMMA) AND

THE REFLUX NETWORK PROJECT,

CREATED BY BRAZILIAN ARTIST

DR. ARTUR MATUCK ARE CENTRAL TO THE BRIDGING OF MAIL

ART AND THE INTERNET FROM

1990-1995.

“



TELE” IS A GREEK WORD FOR

“FAR OFF,” “AT A DISTANCE.”

NETLINK

IS

TERMINOLOGY

MEANING “TO INTERCONNECTED

NETWORKS,” ESPECIALLY COMMUNICATION

NETWORKS

THAT

ARE PERCEIVED TO BE DISTANT.

ARTISTS IMPART ATTITUDES,

VALUES, AND SENSIBILITIES

IN THEIR SHARED COMMUNICATION WITH OTHERS. AESTHETIC

SENSIBILITIES, WHEN COUPLED

WITH SOCIAL HIERARCHY AND

ECONOMIC INEQUALITY, CREATE MEDIA BOUNDARIES, “NETCLUBS.” MAIL ART NETWORKING

ATTEMPTS TO SOAR ABOVE THESE

DISTANCES, TO FLY BEYOND

ALL MEDIA BOUNDARIES-TO TELENETLINK!

MAIL ART IS COMMUNICATION

THAT TRAVELS A PHYSICAL/

SPIRITUAL DISTANCE BETWEEN

SENDERS AND RECIPIENTS. FOR

NEARLY FORTY YEARS MAIL

ARTISTS HAVE BEEN ENJOYING INTERACTIVE MAIL CHARACTERIZED BY FREE, OPEN,

OFTEN SPIRITED VISUAL/TEXTUAL CORRESPONDANCES. MAIL

ARTISTS HAVE WORKED HARD TO

ABOLISH COPYRIGHTS THROUGH

DISPERSED

AUTHORSHIP.

IN

THE DISTANT, PARALLEL WORLD

OF HIGH TECHNOLOGY, TELECOMMUNICATION ARTISTS OFTEN

WORK IN THE SAME COLLABORATIVE FABRIC INTERWOVEN WITH

MAIL ART. BUT EMAILARTISTS

NETWORK ONLINE IN A SIMULATED, TEXTUAL, PAPERLESS

WORLD. NO WONDER THERE ARE

MAIL ARTISTS WHO PREFER THE

TANGIBLE,

TACTILE,

HANDCRAFTED ENCOUNTER OF PEN,

PENCIL, COLLAGE, PAINT, AND

HANDMADE PAPER.



The Artist As Networker

Distance between mail art and electronic art is

sometimes more imagined than real. The notion

that mail artists are hostile to high technology is one common misconception. Experimentation

with mass-media technology hastened the evolution

of mail art long before the advent of telecommunications technology. Mail artists experimented

with electrostatic (copier art) technology in the

1960s, and in the late 1980s embraced the technology of telefacsimile. Throughout the 1980s mail

artists matured into networkers who reached for

an inter-cultural transformation of information.

Mail art networkers experience the form and content of the information age. They dare to apply

values that will nurture a larger global society.

It comes as no surprise that pioneering telecommunication artists like Judy Malloy, Carl Eugene

Loeﬀler, Anna Couey, George Brett, and Fred Truck

were all active mail artists during the early

1970s before they moved towards telecommunications art. Time has obscured the fact that many

idealistic, democratic values of early mail art

were carried forth in the development of today’s

online telecommunications community.



Networkers use both telecommunications and mail

art as tools rather than boundaries. These intermedia networkers embrace immediate, direct

concepts of exchange that sometimes lead to real-time, face-to-face conferences. Networkers are

equally comfortable using the postal mailstream

to meet vicariously as “tourists.” The hallmark

of both mail and telecommunications art resides

in attitudes of creative freedom, collaboration,

the abolition of copyrights, and independence

outside mainstream art systems. Telenetlink is a

forum created to celebrate this interactive spirit between mail art and telecommunications artists.












        

  


      Download Irene.Gianola.TGS.tn

        


        Irene.Gianola.TGS.tn.pdf (PDF, 10.1 MB)

        

        Download PDF


        

    


  




        
  Share this file on social networks

  

  

  
    
      
    
     
  
    
      
    
     
  
    
      
    
     
  
    
      
    
  
  







        
  
  Link to this page

  


  Permanent link

    Use the permanent link to the download page to share your document on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, or directly with a contact by e-Mail, Messenger, Whatsapp, Line..


  
  
  Copy link
  

  

  
      


      Short link

      Use the short link to share your document on Twitter or by text message (SMS)


      
        
          
          Copy link
        

      
      

  


  HTML Code

    Copy the following HTML code to share your document on a Website or Blog


  
  
    PDF Document Irene.Gianola.TGS.tn.pdf
    Copy code
  

  
  



  QR Code to this page

    

      

      


      
  

  
  




This file has been shared publicly by a user of PDF Archive.

Document ID: 0000536837.

 Report illicit content





      

    

  













  
  
    
      
        
          
        

        
          2023 · 
          Legal notice · 
          Terms of use

          Privacy policy / GDPR ·

          Privacy settings ·

          Contact
          

          Report illicit content · 
          FR · 
          EN
        

      

    

  





















    