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MUSEUM OF THE SEA

GENOVA



JELLYFISH &amp; CO.



Jellyfish or jellies are softbodied

free-swimming aquatic animals with a gelatinous umbrella-shaped bell

and trailing tentacles. The bell can pulsate to acquire propulsion and

locomotion. The tentacles may be utilized to capture prey or defend

against predators by emitting toxins in a painful sting. Jellyfish species are classified in the subphylum Medusozoa which makes up a major

part of the phylum Cnidaria, although not all Medusozoa species are

considered to be jellyfish.

Jellyfish are found in every ocean, from the surface to the deep sea.

Scyphozoans are exclusively marine, but some hydrozoans live in freshwater. Large, often colorful, jellyfish are common in coastal zones

worldwide. Jellyfish have roamed the seas for at least 500 million years,[2] and possibly 700 million years or more, making them the oldest

multi-organ animal.[3] Murbitri essente cae novente multuis, tam inatu

et pecta machica ectus, P. Valiem ius avoludet ina, quam forae crectoriosus consuspim omnistemnos condii in des? Icae elicautus paridien

rem num et; nultores cupio vessum te apertifena, quis? Oti, uterum

idit, quas ate, urenatu mentem ne pericit. Cat.



Terminology

The popular English name

jellyfish has been in use

since 1796. It has traditionally also been applied

to other animals sharing a

superficial resemblance, for

example ctenophores (members from another phylum

of common, gelatinous and

generally transparent or

translucent, free-swimming

planktonic carnivores now

known as comb jellies) were

included as “jellyfishes”.

Even some scientists the

phylum ctenophora when they

are referring to jellyfish.



Fisheries have begun harvesting the American cannonball jellyfish,

Stomolophus meleagris, along the southern Atlantic coast of the USA
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Diagram of the anatomy of a scyphozoan jellyfish

The major surfaces and axes of a scyphozoan jellyfish

Most jellyfish do not have specialized digestive,

osmoregulatory, central nervous, respiratory, or

circulatory systems. The manubrium is a stalk-like

structure hanging down from the centre of the underside, often surrounded by oral arms, which connects

with the mouth/anus at the base of the bell.[19]

This opens into the gastrovascular cavity, where digestion takes place and nutrients are absorbed. It

is joined to the radial canals which extend to the

margin of the bell, where tentacles are attached.

[20] Nematocysts, which deliver the sting, are located mostly on the tentacles; Scyphozoans also have

them around the mouth and stomach.[21] Jellyfish do

not need a respiratory system since their skin is

thin enough that the body is oxygenated by diffusion.



IN NATURAL CONDITIO

MANY JELLIES ARE

TRASPARENT
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Movement

Jellyfish have been proven to be the most energy

efficient swimmers of all animals.[60] They move

through the water by radially expanding and contracting their bell-shaped bodies to push water

behind them.

They pause between the contraction and expansion

to create two vortex rings. Muscles are used for

the contraction of the body, which sheds the first

vortex and pushes the animal forward, but the mesoglea is so elastic that the expansion is powered exclusively by relaxing the bell, which releases the energy stored from the contraction.
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