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Zen-Haiku M aster J W Hackett:

A wonderful collection by this renowned Irish poet. Haiku

humour alternates with profundity – due to his remarkably keen

observation and understanding of the genre. Best of all, the

sense of identity between poet and subject adds a quality that

distinguishes great haiku poetry.



there must be light

where they came from –

chestnut blossoms



sickle moon 	

reaping

	

emptiness



iv
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fish-vendor testing

			

the knife’s edge –

				

seagulls cry



church bells –

	

where are they all going?

		

swarms of ants



outside the Guggenheim



knowing its name:

the lungwort

springs up in every cranny



the shape

of real trees
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a magpie

sipping beakfuls

of its latest image



was its spirit released?

flaming limbs

of an old tree



where’s the hedgehog tonight

	

has she found leaves 		

finally, a resting place?



flea market in Valparaiso

a German helmet

eaten by rust



foghorn …

	

little by little

		

the world disappears



sun shower flowers, weeds, stones

drenched in enlightenment



three stabs at nothing!

the heron shakes its head

in disbelief
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the seal’s pupil

brimming over –

gleams from a lighthouse



in blackest night

	

what does the hedgehog dream 		

does she dream in colour?



island post box

the empty thud

of a letter



matching the moss

it explores: green

on the pigeon’s neck



			

drizzly morning …

				

a pigeon savours

					

a drunk’s vomit
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Bombay,

			

rags on a pavement

				

a body stirs in them
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dark morning

a crow

looks down a chimney pot
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all day … and every day

unseen rays

	

streaming from the sunflower



grey November strand

	



lugworms burrow



		

our daughter

	

two hearts beating in her now

		

how strange



the wild duck

slows down

almost to the pace of the stream
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for secrets



			

frosty morning

				

a robin bares his breast

					

to the whole world



creeping ever closer

to the frozen birdbath

morning sunshine
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blossomless

but not unloved

the old magnolia



how relaxed

	

the seaweed-covered boulder

		

massaged by waves
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