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Plants, Gardens and Public Spaces

Plants

‘Flowers will soften the stiffest lady’ Mary write a nice observation of a woman

coming round the corner in her Sunday best on Metfield aerodrome .She meets a

bush of dog roses, smells them then ‘removes her jacket revealing a blouse of the

softest yellow ‘ and continues on her way , one senses feeling better.

Mary was not a gardener that was not her art.After a cup of tea she would put on

rubber boots and go out to hack at nettles , rather desperately, with a small sickle

she kept by the door. She kept a border for her flowers as country people always did

and dealt with the vegetables Godfrey brought in. Their shared intrest was things

they grew as well as their animals.She knew her plants and if she did not she would

have looked them up,she would have loved Google.All,was observed, not just the

Latin families but the way the seeds scattered, the pods twisting etc but also the way

the sun changed their colour , the shadows moved , all was noted down maybe to

appear later as part of a painting or the subject of a painting . Sometimes flowers

were painted just as themselves. Tulips in a large black and white pot were just that

or sometimes they became a poem, I have one of clusters of white flowers on a dark

paper with a new moon is called ‘Each flower wishes the moon to name her Queen’

Public gardens

Public gardens , more urban , they are structured and peopled.Here Mary was not

at home , she was a visitor there to look. Structure was observed. She had to work

out how it was made in order to reconstruct it in a painting .Sometimes the structure takes over. With intense observation you become so aware of thing that they

loom larger.’ The watching urns, I myself overwhelmed by ornament’ is written on

one from a group of drawings of a terraced garden.On another of those a small

person braves very large steps.That garden was in Aldeburgh terreced , ornamented

and public . It’s still there but no longer public its ornamentation going on behind

closed doors.



Inadequetly Potted Urns



Urns



inadequate potting

adjacent walkers

semi curious visitors

watching urns

urns with overwhelming ornaments

urns too large for their gardens



April 18th



Watching urns - still and monumental

Hot ginger terracotta

not soft and mellow

lovely textured flights of steps

a little man climbing them

July 22nd



Today we went to the Aldeburgh gardens and saw

‘urns in sunlight’

‘urns in heat’

‘a garden with urns’

and ‘steps on a dull day’

Flags (a list elsewhere but here a reminder)

flags for:



July 22

Urns dancing

The watching urns

myself overwhelmed on ornament

urns not potted but random sown



decoration

celebration

returning

ownership

guidance

messages

triumph

welcome



Urns

A great many urns in gardens have nothing planted in them. In

the winter a tuft of dried grass waves and in the summer the tuft of

grass sprouts delicately.

My first painting will be of an urn of overwhleming ornament, myself overshadowed and a delicate tuft of newl green (rounded tuft)

grass.

- the next of a larhe flight of ornamental steps, much patterned (Aldeburgh) leading to narrow terraces all overladen with large bricked

urns having converted handles.

April 17th



Public Gardens and Lakes



Every butterfly has a shadow

somewhere on the ground



The Lady of Plumpton Rocks

Natural beauty spot

Wild raspberries

Blue seats upside down in lake

Because of vandalism the old ladies will have to sit on the grass.
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