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\Ye haYe already seen, that when God's kingdom ( domin

ion l is established on earth, mankind will be brought into

ha rmonv with it, and the literal earthly city of Jerusalem will

be rebuilt upon her old heaps, and will again become the

great eitv of earth and Israel ( the children of Abraham ac

cording to the flesh ) as God promised-the channel through

which a blessing will flow to all the nations of earth, from

the spiritual seed-Christ. ( Gal. 3 : 1 6 and 29 ; compare Rom.

1 1 : 2.J-33. )

And when we read that it has gates in every

direction, and the names of the twelve tribes of Israel in

srribNl thereon, it seems in perfect accord, to show Israel's

posit.ion as channels, gateways, by which the world may ap

preach to the heavenly government, and through which may

come the blessings to mankind. At the gates were twelve

messengers ( angels ) . This would seem to teach that Israel

will in due time be the messengers to communicate the Love

and Knowledge of the Lord to all creatures.

The citv had no need of the Sun ( Gospel message ) , neither

of the �loon ( the Gospel reflection-"The Mosaic Law" ) to

shine in i t ; for it is filled with the glory of God. Now

we know in part, and see as through a smoked glass dimly ;

then, u·e shall know even as we are known, being made perfect

as diYine beings, having the glory of God.

But the nations of earth will still need the symbolic ( also

the natural ) sun and moon. In fact, it is when "the books

shall be opened," that the pure and full light of the Gospel

and of the Law will shine out and bless mankind. The

prophet says : "The light of the moon shall be as the light

of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be seven fold ( perfect )

. . . in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of

his people [caused by sin) and healeth the stroke of their

wound."

( I sa. 30 : 26. ) But not only will the knowledge of

the Lord flow out from the opened books, but the city ( gov

ernment-ruling ) will be such as to shed light upon them.

"And the nations shall walk in the light of it." [The words

"all of them which are saved"-are omitted from the oldest

MSS.)

And the kings [saints, Rev. 5 : 10] shall bring the glory

and honor of themselves into the city.

And they shall

bring the glory and honor ( the choice, bright, perfected ) of

the nations into the city. Thus we see that this govern·

ment will at first contain the glory of the spiritual kings

of earth, and afterward as the Millennia! age progresses, the

kingdom will embrace or include all of earth's pure and good

-but only those counted worthy of life. Among them, will

be found none defiled--for all who will, may by that time

have been cleansed from all sin and defilement.

SEVEN'l'B VIEW



THE RIVER OF WATEB OF LIFE

REV. XXII. 1 -3, 1 7

This view begins after the city ( government) of God i s

established i n earth, and illustrates its blessings under still

different figures.

A river of water of life is seen, and trees of life whose

frUit su�tains life, and whose foliage heals the people. How

this calls our minds back to the paradise from whence Adam

was dnven on account of sin, and to the tree of life in the midst

of Eden, from which he was debarred, and from the lack of

whose fruit Adam and his race died.

Oh, what a picture of the "restitution of all things, which

God hath spoken"-the healing of all the curse, the blotting

out of sin, and with it, of misery, pain, and death, because a
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ransom has been paid and he who ransomed is the one who

gloriously restores.

TJJC water of life which will there flow from the throne

is a picture of the future ; for not yet has the throne been

established on the earth. We still pray "Thy kingdom come,"

and not until that prayer is answered, can that river of water

of life flow. The water of life is knowledge-truth-for which

mankind famishes now. It will flow out bountifully when

the tabernacle of God is with men. Then thirsty humanity,

groaning and in painful bondage to sin and death, will be

refreshed and restored.

A type of humanity may be seen in the condition of Israel

in the wilderness. Thirsty, they cried to the Lord for water ;

the rock was smitten, and from it came forth streams in the

desert. So now mankind's prayers and groans ( Rom. 8 : 2 1 ,

22 ) have been heard o f Jehovah and h e has permitted the

RocK, Christ Jesus to be smitten. Yes, and the smiting still

continues, for we are permitted to "fill up that which is behind

of the afflictions of Christ" ( Col. 1 : 24. )

And while one

member is being smitten, it is true that the smiting is still

in process ; but when all the sufferings of Christ ( head and

body ) are ended, then will flow forth streams of water of

life, and whosoever will may drink freely and live forever.

Typical Israel drank of the typical water from the typical

rock ; but the substance is of Christ and the whole world

whosoever is athirst may yet come to the river of life and

drink freely. ( 1 Cor. 1 0 : 4 . )

Knowledge of God ( whom to know i s life eternal ) i�

now possessed to a limited degree by those now begotten

of the word of truth, but it is as Jesus expressed it, in such

"a well of water springing up" ; but in the next, the Mil·

lennial Age, it will be a full, broad river of truth and of

the knowledge of the Lord. Now confined to the few-"a

little flock," it will then be free to all.

Then the little

flock who now walk the narrow way to reach the grand prize

of life-"Immortality"-will have reached and won the prize.

The chaste Virgin now espoused to the Son of Heaven's King,

will be united to the Bridegroom-no longer the virgin, she

will be the Bride, the Lamb's wife and joint heir : and her

future work as Bride is shown in verse 1 7-"The Spirit and

the Bride say come. And let him that heareth say, come.

And let him that is athirst, come. And whosoever will let

him take of the water of life freely."

In the present Gospel age we as members of the

espoused Virgins may be used by the Spirit, in the work of

taking out ( selecting ) the one who shall shortly be the Bride,

and share the Bridegroom's name and glory and work, and

this is a grand privilege but what comfort it brings to the

heart of every one begotten of the Spirit of God ( Love ) to

know that the very object of our present selection is to

en�ble us to be in the next age co-workers together with the

Bndegroom and our Father, in blessing all families of earth

by causing the water to flow freely, and inviting them to

drink into the knowledge and love of God and live forever.

Trees of life seem to symbolize saints, whose leaves-pro

fessions-teachings, will heal men, and whose fruit will be

adapted to the changing conditions of men as they are

brought upward toward perfection-fruit suitable for each

changing season, thus restoring man to man's estate.

"And there shall be no more curse"-the curse will be

gradually removed and man gradually released under t.be

blessings of that glorious age.

There his servants shall

serve him, and reign unto the age of ages, when the kingdom

shall be delivered to God even the Father.
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VIEW FROM THE TOWER

Every" here the knowledge of the love of God and the

grandeur of his plans seems to be spreading and deepening

among his truly consecrated children. We think we rightly

express the causes of its spread, when we say that not only

has increase of civilization been gradually preparing mankind

for a less heathenish understanding of the teachings of God's

Word ; but, as we recently informed a Methodist ministerall of our people are preachers, from the least to the greatest

of them. They make the preaching of the "glad tidings" the

chief business of life-all other business being considered

secondary. \'\'omen a'! well as men, each according to his or

her ability, preach Christ and him crucified, and the blessed

re�ulh accruing to every man, for whom he died. Their preaching, though often in a humble way, shows the inestimable

value of the ransom from death, far better than the flowery

( I)



essays of three-fourths of the "clargy." We preach because

we cannot keep the glorious news. It fires our own hearts

with so much love and praise to our great God of love, that

we must tell it.

"I love to tell the story,

It did so much for me,

And that is just the reason

I tell it now to thee."

On the other hand, those who preach the bad tidings of

everlasting misery to the race in general, can only be induced

to do it by larger salaries than they could otherwise make

with the same outlay of service.

We hope we did not overstate the matter when we said

that all who believe "this way" make preaching the chief object

of life-preaching by word, preaching by letter, preaching by



[334]



APRIL, 1882



Z I O N 'S



WA T C H



dress, and manner, and looks, and deeds. We know that as

we were "all called in one hope," so we were all given the

same commission : "Go ye into all the world and preach this

glad tidings to every creature." We were all anointed by the

same spirit, for the same work as our Head-"The Spirit of

the Lord God is upon me, because he hath anointed me to

preach the glad tidings to the meek." ( Isa. 6 1 : I . )

The glad tidings w e preach is, that Jesus hath died, and

there is remission ; that Him hath God highly exalted "to be

a PRINCE and a SAVIOUR " ; and that this Prince and Saviour

whose kingdom and work are soon to be recognized over all

the earth, has all power in heaven and earth. He will, during

his reign, exalt the meek, and bless the world by saving it

out of death and sin. It is a message so grand that its

opponents dare never state it fairly, lest all the world might

see that, truly, "God is love"-that God's ways are not as

men's ways, nor his thoughts ( plans ) as theirs.

Neither need you fear the influence of truth upon the

worldly minded. Some delight to tell of God's plan to His

children, but fear to mention it to worldly people, lest they,

being freed from the fear of eternal torment, might be made

worse. We believe that these things are mainly due to the

aaints, but have no fear of injuring any class with the truth.

In the first place, people don't believe in such a place, and

are seldom restrained by it.

Secondly, the reason so few,

except Sunday School children, become Christians now, is

because they see through the shallowness of the teachings of

the sects, much better than the unthinking members of those

sects. They see that to claim that God possessed all WISDOM,

all POWER, and all LOVE, and also to claim that nine-tenths

of the race ( or even one-tenth ) will to all eternity wail in

agony and anguish beyond all reach of God's WISDOM, POWEB,

and LOVE, is not only contradictory, but extremely absurd.

The very thing that such need, is a glimpse at the real plan,

and perfect harmony now unfolding from the Word of God.

In fact, this is the only thing which can set at rest a reason

able and reasoning mind.

An illustration of what we here mention occurred in this

city, which we will relate. A Christian mother who had been

attending our meetings and had become interested, had a son

who felt little interest in Christianity. The mother endeavored

to conceal from her son one of our pamphlets, which she had

been reading ; to her surprise and alarm, she one day found

him reading it. She feared that if he got an Idea that eternal

torment was not a doctrine of the Scriptures, it might make

him yet more careless of religion. Judge of her surprise

when he remarked that this book was the most sensible thing

he had ever read, and if that is what the Bible teaches, he

thought he would like to be a Christian.

Again, remember the effect of these "glad tidings" upon

your own heart, when first you came to KNOW the Lord in

his true character of love ; when first you tasted that the

Lord was gracious. Then neither be ashamed of it, nor fear

its effects.
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As seen from the WATCH TOWER, a book setting forth our

pres�nt positions is needed, and will be ready as soon as

possible. See notice of "Millennia! Day Dawn," in another

co!umn. The announcement of the "Emphatic Diaglott," in

this paper at about one-third the regular price, will gladden

some who need and desire this valuable work, but have been

deterred from its purchase heretofore by reason of its cost.

The public laborers generally report progress. Meetings

are being held in various localities. Bro. A. D. Jones is now

g iving a series of discourses in Newark, N. J., and is arranging

for the same in New York City and in Brooklyn-The "Day

Star" shines brightly and increasingly. Bro. Tackabury wiil

trave! some through western New York, holding meetings, com

_

mencmg tlus month. We may also count among the public

preachers Bro. Graves, who for many years has been not only

a "commercial traveler," but a railroad train preacher and

tract distributor. He is rejoicing in the shining present truth,

and has d4;me good in preaching it, � istributing "Food" during

�he p_ast SIX months. Bro. �oyer will, for the present, remain

I� Pittsburgh, :ovhere he will do some mission work among

his numerous fnends and former co-laborers in the temperance

work, meantime giving much time to the study of the Word

which is able to make us wise j preparing himself thus for

more public work.

Bro. Keith, after having spent a pleasant and, we trust

profitable time with the saints at Lynn, Newark, and Cham:

bersburg, and visited us at Pittsburgh a few days started

west for Elyria and Norwalk, 0., Argos, Ind., and sundry

towns in Mich. \Ve are requested to announce his coming

to the following places at the dates specified, where he will

be happy to meet and commune with those j oint-heirs who

"seek for glory, honor, and immortality."

He will be in

season for meetings on the dates below specified :

Buchanan, Mich., April 2d ; Hartford, Mich., April 7th ;

Lapeer, Mich., April 15th ; Almont, Mich., April 2 1 st ; Brock

way Centre, Mich., April 26th ; Detroit, Micli., May 2d.

Bro. K. will be in season to commemorate our passover

La�b's death with the Buchanan friends on Sunday night,

Apnl 2d. May the Lord bless and prosper his visit among

you and cause that it work for your nourishment in spiritual

things-your growth in grace, knowledge, and faith. We pray

similar blessings upon the labors of the other brethren men

tioned, as well as upon others who publicly minister, and

upon the thousands who are in a more private way, as "liv

ing epistles" letting their light so shine as to glorify their

Father in heaven.

We have many inquiries from England, relative to preach

ing-if there are among those interested in these things there,

some who can declare them publicly, they have a great and

grand field. Let us hear {r01n you. Some one or two should

be in London.

We are in possession of many refreshing and encouraging

letters, but owing to a lack of space, we are unable to publish

them in this issue.



MILLENNIAL DAY DAWN

This is the title of a new book we are about to publish.

It will contain some matter already published, and much that

will be new. It will contain a statement of what we under

stand to be the plan of God, an explanation of the most

prominent symbols of the book of Revelation, together with

comments on many of the "parables and dark sayings" of

Jesus and the Apostles, and the Scriptural time proofs show

ing our present whereabouts on the stream of time, written in

a clear and pointed, yet as condensed a manner as possible.

It will not only be such a book as you would desire to

loan to interested ones, and would want to study yourself,

but it will be arranged with a view to making it a

BOOK OF REFERENCE



on almost all theological subjects.

It will contain matter from the pens of several brethren

well known to the readers of the WATCH TowER, yet the work

will not mention the name of any writer. We have thus

arranged for several reasons : First, we shall thus have the

benefit of the ability of several writers, each of whom may

excel in his own peculiar channel ; Second, such a method

will serve to restrain personal pride and egotism, so often

lamentably noticeable among men who have "written a book" j

Third, it will be advantageous to you as readers, teaching

you to lean not on the words or opinion&amp; of any man, but to

test all things 8olely and only by the Word of God-"that

your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in



the power of God." Lastly and chiefly, we hope that by thus

veiling humanity, the glory of truth's Divine Author may the

more appear.

The price will be fixed at such a sum as will place it within

the reach of all-just about cost and postage, probably 50

cents for cloth bound.

This work is made necessary, not only by reason of the

edition of "Day Dawn," published in 1880, being about ex

hausted, but also from the fact that since its publication,

many precious and brilliant jewels of truth have been found.

By reason of our being in "The path of the just which

shineth more and more unto the perfect day," no book could

be written which would long be a fresh and full e' pression

of the ever unfolding beauties of our Father's Word and plan_

"And still new beauties shall we see,

And still increasing light."

The name which we have selected will distinguish it from

the old "Day Dawn," and yet is sufficiently like it to identify

it with the edition which we have advertised the world over

in the "Food_" However, after the present edition of Day

Dawn is exhausted, you may, for abbreviation and convenience,

use the same name for the new work, and it will be under

stood by us. We have on hand about 100 COPIES OF "D_\Y

DAWN," cloth bound, the price of which, we will reduce to

50 cents each to close them out l)("fore the new work appears.

Address, C. T. RusSELL, No. 1 0 1 5th Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa.
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES

·'The Rc rcla t ion of Jesus Christ," which God gave to him,

to show unto his servants things which must shortly come

to pass, is a book of pen-pictures of events and of periods of

•'&lt;nth's history-from Christ's first advent onward-usually

1 11 groups of seven succeeding stages ; several of the groups

runnmg more or less synchronous, or parallel in time, with

each other.

The seven messages to the seven churches, to be in harmony

" ith the rest of the book, must also mark or be directed to

seven succeeding periods in the history of the church. The

rt'm,ukable harmony between the prophecy and that history

not only leaves no doubt of this interpretation, but is an un

an S\H'rable proof of the inspiration of the book, and a pledge

t o our fmth in what remains unfulfilled.

In C'h. 1 : I I we are given the names of the cities to which

the messages are sent. Seven cities then existing, and which

I C'main ( some in ruins ) until the present.

Whether the con

dition of the'le local churches in John's time was such as would

be "pecially and respectively blessed by these messages, we

know not ; but it seems evident that these cities were chosen

from a peculiarity in their names which fitted God's purpose.

\\"e will notice this m due time. In verse 12 and onward we

have a description of the appearance of the glorified Saviour

and his surroundings, some feature of which seems to be

peculiarly fitted to each church ; and is quoted in the message

to it, as if saying, Remember "·ho it is that speaks.

These churches are placed in Asia. The Roman province

of Asia was a part of that district which we now call Asia

�linor, and embraced only the southwest, half of the peninsula.

The word Asia means muddy or boggy. Any one doomed

to a long j ourney through a wild bog would, we think, before

he got through, have a tolerably correct idea of the pathway

of the church during the past 1800 years ; especially if the

greater part was traveled in comparative darkness-what

with pitfalls and treacherous ground, with will o' the wisps

and fog, it would prove a hard journey. True, the church

has always had a polar star, but the mists of the Babylonian

mvstery had nearly hidden it.

"To the messenger of the assembly in Ephesus tvn t e ." [ 2 : 1 . ]

Ephesus was the capital o r chief city o f the province of

Asia. Being the first or chief city of the province, and from

or through which the laws, proclamations, etc., would go

forth, it fitly represents the first period of the church , the

church of Christ and his apostles.

'Ve believe implicitly

the records left and the proclamations made by the mes

sengers of that first church-J\Iatthew and his three co

laborers, Peter, James, John, and Paul. But why ? "These

things saith he who is holding the seven stars in his right

han�, who is walking in the midst of the seven lampstands

These, who were to be mesthe golden." [ Young's trans.]

•



sengers to all. the churches, were

so held in the grasp of

Christ that they could not waver or deviate. We accept the

fact of their inspiration, and receive their writings as from

the right hand of him who guided their pens.

We accept another fact, that only the spirit of him who

in Spirit has walked with his church all the way down, can

make clear the messages given in the Word. Moreover, we

believe it is only because he is again personally present in

his church, that such an abundance of light is now given

such as the church never had during his absence.

The L ord commends this church for its works, toil, and

patience ; and because "thou hast tried them which say they

are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars."

Why, in apparent opposition to the general command,

"Judge not," are they commended at this and only this time

for trying these false teachers ? Because to the first church

( and to her only ) was given the supernatural power of dis

cerning of spirits. The cases of Ananias and Sapphira, of

Simon and Elymas the sorcerers, and others, reveal this power.

After those gifted ones fell asleep, the enemy, without

hindrance, came and sowed tares among the wheat ; and then

the command was not to pull them up, but to let both grow

together until the hwrvest. In opposition to Christ's com

mand, the servants have. all the way down, been trying to

pull tares ; but of course they pulled wheat, just as our Lord

had foretold. Now, in the harvest the tares are being re

vealed and bound in sectarian bundles preparatory to the fire.

Verses 4 and 5 show us that the "Ephesus" period reaches

down to where the church began to lose her first love.

"Thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also

hate." Nicolaus, in Greek, has the same meaning as Balaam,

in Hebrew ; and means a conque ror or lord of the people .

In the Ephesus, and also in the Pergamos penods, there

were those who loved to lord it over the Lord's heritage. It

was the old contention-who should be greatest in the king

dom ? "Whteh t hing I hate," emphatically says Christ. Those

whom God makes leaders will be the last to boast of it.

"Him that hath an ear, let him hear what the spirit saith

unto the churches." Jesus often used these words, evidently

to show us that there are some messages sent which are not

for all, but to those ( overcomers ) who are prepared to re

ceive them. Our Lord recognizes two classes in the church

all the way down-the nominal Christian, and the overcomer.

To these last, who had gladly yielded up the pleasures of

life for the truth's sake ; who, like Paul, had spent their

lives in hardship, even unto death, spreading the good news,

there is a blessed promise of rest, a feast of life, and unend

ing joy "in the Paradise of God."

[To be continued.]



BIBLE STUDENTS' HELPER

�Iany inquiries come relative to helps to Bible study, and

doubtless many desire information on the subject.

To all such we would say that the most valuable publica

tion of the kind known to us is the "Emphatic Diaglott. It

eontain'l the New Testament in the Greek by Griesbach ; also

a tcord-for-u;ord English translation of the same, placed directly

under the Greek text, so as to be of greatest service to the

student ; it contains also an arranged version based on the

readings of three very old Greek MSS. Altogether, we can

&lt;;av for it, that in our estimation it is the most valuable

tri mslation of the N. T., extant, for both the English and

Greek student.

\Ye have for some time felt that our readers would be

much benefited by its aid, and have furnished them to you

at the wholesale price, $2.95 ( cloth ) , the retail price being $4.



Many, especially of the poorer of our readers, will be glad

to learn, that we have come across a lot, new and fresh in

every particular, and but slightly damaged in the fly-leaves.

To all intents and purposes they are the regular $4 books

-in no respect do they differ, except in the front "fly-leaves."

We have purchased the 83 copies of the above described,

and will furnish them to our readers at $1.50 per copy ( this

includes postage ) . Those desiring should send at once as we

are confident this number will not half supply the wants of

subscribers. Orders will be filled in rotation.

Let us add a word : It is important that we should each

provide ourselves with helps in study ; better deny yourselves

some of the luxuries of food or clothing ( sometimes almost

considered necessities ) , and be possessed of needed assistants

for direction in the heavenly course.



THE INVISIBLE LINE

The re�traint of the Gospel is the most perfect liberty.

A divine hand holds U'\ from evil that we may be free to do

good.

When I was a child my nearest neighbor had occasion

to repair some breaks in the roof of one of his barns. So

he �ent hi&lt;&gt; "hired man" aloft to do the work. There was

nnt a 'lign of any staging built nor so much as a cleat nailed

nn to 'lteady himself by. But, catching a glimpse of the

man , from our place, I saw him walking up and down the old

fashioned roof as erect and unconcerned as if he were only

pacing a parlor floor. So I was naturally curious to learn

hnw hP did it.

But l'oming a little nearer, I saw a long,

• [See

Scripture Stud1es, Vol. VII, for meaning of term Asia.

were unable to confirm Bro. Mann's definition here given.]



We



tough cord securely tied about his waist and extending over

the ridge of the roof, while down in the rear of the barn stood

the proprietor holding the cord very firmly with both hands.

When the man wanted to walk down toward the eaves, he would

sing out, "More rope, more rope ! " Instantly the proprietor

would hear him, though out of sight, and would begin cau

tiously paying out the cord, a few inches at a time. When

the workman wished to return and ascend the steep roof, he

again called out the proper signal, the rope would tighten,

and he would walk up as leisurely as he would have mounted

a broad stairway. Now this man was bound with the cord

and firmly held by the power of another. But who can fail

to see that this restraint was really what gave him liberty.

The more carefully the cord was grasped and handled the
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more complete the liberty of the workman-not to fall and

to break his neck, but to go up and down and do the repairs

in safety. The bond made him free.

So God gives men liberty, through the restraints of the

Gospel. He throws the cords of his proteetion around the

believer, allowing him to go up and down at will, scaling

heights, treading paths of danger, passing securely anywhere

in response to the call of duty. His bonds always, draw up

ward, never downward. The freedom which sin gives, of which

so many boast, is the freedom which the breaking or the

loosening of that cord would have given to the man upon the

roof-p erfect freedom to lose his footing and to plunge into

remed il ess ruin. He who is willing to submit his erring nature

to the divine restraints of the Gospel, will forever "walk at

liberty," unhampered by self, untouched by sin, and carry

with him a witness of safety and of peace that armed guards

and castle walls and munitions of rocks could not assure.



-N. E. Methodist.



MISTAKES will occur from various causes, and some of

our subscribers fail to receive their papers. If you have

subscribed and paid for the paper, or if you have asked to be

put on "the Lord's poor" list, within a year, and do not
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receive it, be assured that if the fault is ours, it is uninten

tional.

All such will oblige us by sending a postal card, stating

their case, and we will attend to it. The trouble is often

caused by irregularity in country post-offices, and many times

by incompleteness of address furnished us. Please be very

particular, and on every letter or card give your full addre�o.,.

Write it very plainly ; we have a number of letters, the ad

dresses of which we cannot decipher, and on which much

valuable time has been wasted.

In consequence of our decision to publish the ".Millennia!

Day Dawn," the Oct., Nov., and Dee., 1 8 8 1 , numbers of the

WATCH ToWER will not be re-publi shed as once proposed. The

three leading articles of those numbers will appear in the

book.

SUNDAY evening, April 2d, after 6 P. M., will be the anni

versary of the "Lord's Supper"-that date corresponding to

the time of its institution as mentioned in our last issue.

We again remind you of it, and suggest the appropriateness

of its celebration on that occasion.

We would be glad of

a card from all companies of three or more who meet and

celebrate it.



WE'RE DEAR TO GOD

0, when Christians meet and part,

This thought is graved on every heart

We're dear to God !

The future Princes in disguise

Each look on each with loving eyes,

All dear to God.

0, wonder ! to the Eternal One,

D ear as His first beloved Son ;

Dearer to Jesus than His blood,

Dear, since the Spirit's fixed abode,

Yes, dear to God.



When any glance from pilgrim's lot,

Back to earth's charms, forget them not,

But win them back with love and prayer ;

And leave them not to perish thereThose dear to God.

Shall we be there so near, so dear,

And be estranged and cold whilst here

If dear to God ?

No, though by cares and toils oppress'd

We've found in God our perfect rest,

Love binds our hearts and heals our woes ;

We cannot do enough for those

So dear to God !



Though frailties cause each other pain,

Still does this thought our love retain

We're dear to God !

When truth compels us to contend,

What love with earnest searchings blend,

Since filled with God.



R. \V.



WEALTH OF THE SAINTS

While in this body of flesh accompanied with the frailties

of our first parents, with our heritage of death ever present

in mind, and a law in our members warring against the law

of our mind, how easy it is for us to fall into the spirit of

the world, and undervalue or fail to appreciate the riches

which the "little flock" have as an inheritance through Christ,

our head. The inestimable value of our riches through Him

was aptly illlustrated by a friend in a letter lately received.

The illustration was something as follows :

Not long since, having become involved in debt, our creditor

secured a judgment against us, and we were cast into prison.

A friend of ours understanding the situation we were in,

bought the claim against us and set us at l iberty. Not long

after he informed us, that having become acquainted with

the location of a certain rich gold mine, and on inquiry finding that it could be purchased for one hundred thousand

dollars, and he having just that amount, purchased it, knowing that when developed it would be worth as many and more

millions, offered to make us ( there were several of us ) , equal

partners with himself, except that he would manage and be

at the head of the concern, if we would put in all we had.

This was an offer of such uncommon, unheard of liberality,

that it was almost bewildering in its nature, and with embarrassment we cast about to see if we could find anything

of value to offer.

Finally we were compelled to admit that we were actually

penniless, and all we had, ( and that was not worth mentioning ) was a few filthy rags, and that it was because of

our ea:treme destitution that we were unable to pay the debt

that caused the imprisonment, from which he had gained our

release ; whereupon he informed us that our riches consisted

in our personal worth.

That he had paid for the mine, and now what was needed

was willing, capable persons, who would put in their all of

time and talent, and sacrifice every other interest to the

development of the resources of this mine ; that none would

be more likely to be faithful and true than those who felt



that they owed a debt of gratitude to the head of the concern,

and none more capable, nor more acceptable.

At first it seemed too good to be true, and it was with

some difficulty that we could bring ourselves to believe that

he was really in earnest. We plead that we were indeed so

poor that we could not clothe ourselves in proper attire to

associate with a person of such wealth and dignity as himself.

In reply he said, that as f01: wealth, we should be wealthy

like himself, and as for the apparel, he would clothe us with

proper garments from his own wardrobe when the time came

for us to be recognized as partners.

But an important pre-requisite was that we were first to

go through a systematic course of education and training in

order to fit us to be partners in a concern of such magnitude

and significance, adding that the training would involve an

acquaintance with the various elements of nature, earth, air,

fire, water, &amp;c., and that becoming acquainted with these,

great danger and suffering would be incurred ; but after that.

the whole business would be to superintend the work. and

would be most pleasant and profitable.

We agreed to the

terms and they were signed and sealed in the presence of

witnesses.

In this parable, as it may be called, we can see the picture

of man's poverty, bankrupt and in prison. Christ's Ion

and sympathy for a lost race, and the price he paid for the

mine, all he had, and the conditions of co-partnership with

him ; a giving up and sacrificing all we have.

In the offer of partnership, though to be preceded by dis

eiplinary education and trial, even so as by fire, we see the

conditions of our higk calling held out to view.

But few will accept suck conditions ; but few will share

in such glory.

But we are persuaded that the "sufferings of this present

time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall

be revealed in us, For the earnest expectation of the creature

waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God." Rom.

8 : 1 8, 1 9.

J. C. SUNDERLIN.
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THE WORD OF GOD

JOHN 1 : 1 - 1 7 .

T h e Greek word, logos, translated word i n vss. 1 and 1 4

Jehovah had no beginning but is "from everlasting to

everrasting ; " ( Psa. 90 : 2 ) hence that which is here called

o f th1s chapter " ould b e properly translated by the words,

intention, plan, purpose, or expression. Apply this definition

the "beginning" must refer to the beginning of creation.

"In him was life." How brief this expression, and at first

to the folio" ing passages where the same word ( logos ) occurs :

.\cts 10 : 29. "I ask therefore for what intent ( logos ) ye have

sight how simple and seemingly absurd. If the surface mean

sent for me." Acts 4 : 29. "Grant unto thy servants that

ing were taken, the statement of such a self-evident truth

with a l l boldness they may speak thy word"--declare thy

would indeed be absurd-that in the Son of God, who was

plan, purpose, or intention. Acts 8 : 4.

"They that were

Jehovah's agent in the works of creation, was life. But let

us look deeper, and we will see that it is j ust like God's

scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word," plan

grand and eloquent brevity. Since the accomplishment of

or purpose of God. Acts 1 8 : 1 1 . "Teaching the word ( inten

the work narrated in verse 3, the Son of God had laid aside

tion, plan or purpose ) of God among them." :Mark. 4 : 20.

·'Snch as hear the word ( intention, plan or purpose of God )

the glory of his pre-existent condition, and become a man.

and receive it." Matt. 24 : 35. "Heaven and earth shall pass

As a man, he had lived 30 years-the maturity of manhood,

and had consecrated his human being to death. Here he re

a "·a;�·, but my 1wrds ( plans or purpose s ) shall not pass away."

c"eived the earnest of his after, high exaltation-the begetting

With this understanding then, we may thus read John 1 : I.

of the Spirit, to the Dh:ine nature, to which he was born

" I n t h e beg-inning," before anything was created, and when

in the resurrection, when the consecration of the human being

none existed. but Jehovah, "was the word"-plan, intention,

or purpose of God. Yes, God had a well defined, and matured

to death, was actually accomplished. In the Son of God

the Word-Jesus, then, from 30 years of age, was this Divine

plan formed in his own mind before it found expression in the

slig-htest development. The great Architect of the universe

life which he never before possessed. ( See "Narrow way to

and .\uthor of all life, first counted the cost, and reckoned that

Life, page 1 3 4, or "Food for Thinking Christians. " ) "And

the life ( this divine life ) was the light of men. And the light

a l l should culminate to his honor and glory. ( Luke 1 4 : 28-3 1 ;

Rev. 4 : I I . )

shineth in darkness, and the darkness apprehendeth it not."

"And the word ( plan or purpose ) was with God." So

( E. Dia. )

far, it existed only in his own conception ; it was his own

Verses 10 and 1 1 . "He was in the world and the world

thoug-ht, intention, plan, purpose, not yet expressed.

was made by him ; and the world ( of mankin d ) knew him

not. He came unto his own, ( people-the Jewish n ation )

"And the u;ord was God." The term logos, not only applied

to the plan existing only in the mind, but also to the ex

and his own received him not."

pression of that plan.

We understand this text then, to

But, though the world knew him not, neither did his own

receive him, yet, nevertheless-vs. 9, "That was the true Light

mean that the word--p lan or purpose of God found its first

which lighteth every man that cometh into the world." This

expression in the creation of him, who was "The beginning

of the creation of God"-"The first born of every creature"

Light has not yet enlightened every man. It now lights only

those referred to in vs. 1 2-"as many as r ecei ved him and

( who a fterward became the man, Jesus ) . Rev. 3 : 14 and 1 : 5.

Col. 1 : 15 ; and who is now fully exalted to the divine nature,

believed on his name."

To this class-believers-"gave he

privilege ( margin ) to become sons of God" ( vs. 13, E. Dia.,

and still "His name is called the Word of God." Rev. 1 9 : 1 3 .

begotten . . . . of God) -on condition that they follow in his

This being, in whose creation, Jehovah's plan began t o find

expression, is here called a Go�"And the Word [expression

footsteps, sacrificing the human nature. These, throughout

the Gospel Age, "walk in the light," and like their Head,

of the plan) was God." The word God signifies mighty one ;

but not always the All-mighty One. It is the translation of

Jesus, are "lights in the world." ( Phil. 2 : 15. ) But still the

each of our four Hebrew words-el, elah, elohim, and adonai,

world fails to apprehend the light, and will, until Jesus and

all signifying the mighty, or great. It is a general name,

all the members of his body-followers in his footsteps

constituting the Heavenly City ( Rev. 21 : 2 ) are as "a city

often and properly applied to our Heavenly Father, as well

as to Jesus, angels, and men. ( Deut. 1 0 : 1 7 ; Gen. 32 : 24, 30 ;

set on a hill ( which ) cannot be hid." ( Matt. 5 : 14. )

Yes,

Judges 1 3 : 2 1 , 22 ; Jer. 16 : 13, 10 : 1 1 ; Exod. 7 : 1. )

In Psa.

this heavenly city "shan be established in the tops of the

mountains, and shan be exalted above the hills, and all nations

82 the distinction of beings translated by the word God is

shall flow unto it : ( Isa. 2 : 2. ) "And the nations shall wallc

Yery marked : "God ( elohim ) standeth in the congregation of

in the light of it." ( Rev. 2 1 : 24. )

Then this "true light

the mighty ( el ) ; he judgeth among the Gods" ( e lohim ) . Here

( shining in its strength, from the exalted Divine Christ

the first word, God, evidently refers to Jehovah, the A ll-mighty

one, while the others evidently refer to other mighty ones-the

head and body, will ) lighten every man that cometh into the

church, the sons of God, of whom Jesus is the head or chief.

world."

Again vs. 6, "I have said ye are Gods ( elohim ) ; and all of

That this interpretation of vss. 4 and 5 is correct, is

proven by vss. 6, 7, 8, and 15. John came six months before

you are children of the Most High ( el yon, the highest God ) ,

Jesus' baptism, and begetting to the divine nature, bearing

;�·et ye shall all die like men." We, now, though sons of the

witness of the coming light, saying, "There cometh one after

:Most High die and appear to men nothing more than the

others. In us, a s in our Leader and Head, God is manifest

me, who is preferred before me."

Jesus had already come as a human being, and had, as

in our mortal flesh. ( See ,John 1 0 : 35 and 2 Cor. 4 : 1 1 . )

Tl1e Hebrew word Jehovah i s the distinctive name of the

John declared, existed before him, not as a man, for John

was six months older than Jesus ; but in his glorious pre

Almighty Father and is never applied to any other being

human condition. In what sense, then, did Jesus come after

"I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac and unto Jacob, as

John's preaching ? We answer that at the time of his conse

God Al mighty, ( el-God sha ddai-almighty ) but by my name

cration and typical baptism, he came as the A nointed One,

JEHOVAH, was I not known to them." Exod. 6 : 3. In our

the Christ, the divinely begotten Son of God, and consequent

common version ( 0. T. ) its distinctiveness as a name is lost,

being generally rendered the Lord.

light of the world.

"And the word was God." The Son of God ( afterward

Vs. 1 4. "And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among

called Jesus, ) is here called TnE WoRn, because Jehovah re

us."

As in verse 3, we are informed of the glory and power

vealed his word-plan or purpose, th rough him. It was an

of the pre-existent Word, and in vs. 4, ignoring the sub

Pa�tern cu&lt;;tom for kings to have n u officer, called tl1e King's

sequent human nature for which he left that glory, we are

ll'ord or Voice, who stood upon the step!'! of the throne, at

informed of that divine life which is ultimately to enlighten

the sirle of a lattice window, where there was a hole covered

every man that cometh into the world ; so vs. 1 4 goes back

" ith a curtain. Behind thi'l c&gt;urtain the&gt; king sat and E&gt;X

to tell how he left the glory which he had with the Father,

pressed h i s commands to thi'l officer, who communicated them

to the officers, judges and attendants. It i� from this cu'ltom

gave up his spiritual being, and became a human being.

"And we beheld his glory ( the glory of his perfect human

we presume, that the phra seology of the tE&gt;xt is derived.

ity ) , the glory as of the only begotten of a father." His

Primarily then, the uord refers to the plan of God, and it

perfect human nature shone with such lustre in contrast with

is a fterwards applied to the messenger of that plan-the Son

all other imperfect men, that he seemed not to be a son of

of God.

the fallen race, but the only begotten of some perfect being

V'l'l. 2 and 3, "The same ( being) was in the beginning

and such be was, a new creation of God, the second direct

I of creation ) with God.

All thing-� were made by him, ( as

human creation of God, just as Adam was the first, though

t h �&gt; a�e&gt;nt of -TPhova h ) anrl without him wa&lt;; not anything made

Jesus was born of the virgin Mary, while Adam was formed

that wa� mari e&gt; " He then, as here plainly stated, being the

fi r�t anrl r·J d r•fe&gt;�t of .TPhovah'&lt;; c&gt;reatures, was honored by him,

from the dust of the earth.

Jesus, because a perfect man, was full of grace ( favor )

II'! t h e&gt; a .(u •nt th rough whom all thing'!, both animate and in

u n i rnat� \\ r·re a fterwards created-"\Vithout him was not a ny

and truth. He lived in full and constant favor with God, and

therefore God made known hie truth-his plans-to him.

/ h i n ry marie."

(3-4)
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Vs. 16. "And of his fullness have all we ( believers ) re

ceived." Y�s, of that same fullness of favor witk God, which

J esus enjoyed because of his sinless perfection, have all we

received because of our justification through faith in his blood.

Thus Jesus lifts believers up to the plane which he occupied,

into fullness of favor and commumon with God-"justified

freely from all things."

"And grace for grace," or favor on account of favor ;

that is, being lifted from the condition of rebels and sinners

to that of justification by faith, was one act of favor ; then

that favor opened the way for another favor-viz., the call

to become partakers of the Divine nature, to become heirs

of God and joint-heirs with Jesus by suffering with him.

Yes, with Paul, because of this grace ( of justification )

wherein we stand, we rejoice in hope of the glory of God

( Rom. 5 : 2 } ; reckoning that the sufferings of this present time

are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall

be revealed in us. ( Rom. 8 : 18. }

Vs. 1 7 . "For the law was given by Moses, but grace and

truth came by Jesus Christ." Here a contrast is drawn be

tween the Jewish and Gospel Ages : In the former, only the

Law ( the shadow of good things to come in and after the

Gospel Age ) was given. But it could never give life, because

none were able to measure up to its requirements. "But grace"

-the payment of our ransom price, and not only so, but also
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the additional favor-"truth," or the knowledge of God's plan,

and our high-calling as revealed through it-both these fa vorf!

came by Jesus Christ. "The appearing of Jesus Chri&lt;&gt;t, our

Saviour, brought life ( the "restitution" to perfection of hu

manity ) and immortality ( believers' high-calling ) to light."

( 2 Tim. 1 : 10. } This special favor ( "grace" ) , and this won

derful knowledge ( "truth" ) then, are peculiar only to the

Gospel Age.

In the brief space here considered what a glorious biog

raphy we have presented to us, of the once glorious spiritual,

subsequent perfect human, and now "highly exalted" Divine,

Immortal WORD. Here it stands on the sacred page in it�

simple, eloquent brevity as dictated by the spirit of ,Jehovah.

Behold what grace the Father bestowed upon him-"That all

men ( and all created beings } should honor the Son, even as

they honor the Father."

"If all the world my Saviour knew,

Then all the world would love Him too."

Thank God the hap py day will soon dawn when this knowl

edge shall fill the who le earth.

Beloved followers in his footsteps, "behold what manner of

love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we, ( as partakers

with him, and joint-heirs of the same things } should ( also } be

called the sons of God."



TRUTH SPREADING

At a meeting of the local Evangelical Association held in

the First Presbyterian Church of this city, March 6th, Dr.

Bittinger, of Sewickly, read an able essay on the "Eschatology

of St. Paul," or the Apostle's teachings relative to death and

judgment. The paper required more than an hour for its

delivery. The last paragraph, which we quote below, gives

the gist of the argument, and in our opinion shows a marked

step toward truth, by an able and seemingly fearless man.

We would be glad to see more men of nerve, and of

intelligent, untrammeled interest in the teachings of Paul and

all the Scriptures. But so surely as they step upon the Word

of God as a basis of faith, they will find, as did this essayist,

that the traditions of men are sadly out of joint under the

present rule of antichrist. Mark and ponder well the force

of the argument of this brother just awakening to a realization

of the shortness of the "bed" ( creed } in which he has been

resting. ( Isa. 28 : 20. )

"In conclusion. accept a few remarks and reflections. I

have been struck with the prominence which Paul gives to

the coming of Christ, in his epistles, speeches, and sermons ;

the many direct statements of the dogma, and the still IllDre

numerous allusions and references to it. I am struck and

startled by the practical value of this doctrine for exhortation,

encouragement, comfort, warning, and vigilance. It is the

farthest goal set for this life, and to appear blameless at

Christ's coming is the highest aim of Christian living. It is

evident that with Paul and the primitive Christians, Christ's

coming took the place of our popular conception of heaven.

We are refugees fleeing from a pursuing Wmth ; they were

pursuers of hope, looking for a deliverer. Ye think, speak,

and sing of going to heaven ; the Apostles wrote and spokP

of Christ's coming from heaven, and to this expected King

all David's psalms were set. We think of the judgment, with

fear, trembling, and horror ; they thought of it with solemn

joy. I might mention other things, but these are enough

to show that the modern Church does not conceive of Christ's

second coming a s the Apostolic Church did. A s a practical

doctrine, it has no place in our theology, no influence in

our lives. Has the virtue all gone out of it, or have we

fallen away from the faith once delivered to the saints ?"

Truly a wonderful awakening of the people, relative to

what is taught in the Bible is in progress. Thousands of

letters from all parts of this country and Great Britain,

give abundant evidence that people will no longer "stop

thinking," or "burn the book" at the behest of self-satisfied

sectarians, interested only in the upbuilding of their party

and its views, and not in the elucidation of Bible truth.

Oh, how sad it is, that the so-called pastors care only to

have their flocks asleep and dreaming, and will not lead them

to the beautiful, fresh fields of living truth, and streams of

living water. On the contrary, they seek by every means to

prevent the sheep from eating Food by raising the cry of

Their flocks may drink deeply into pleasure of

POISON.

the world, or satiate themselves with worldly business, and

it is all "very natural" ; but let them seek to acquaint themselves with the teachings of their Father's Word, and they

are subjects of prayers, entreaties, expostulations, and threat-



enings. They are told that they are on the road to infidelity

and hell, and that the only cure is to "stop thinking, and

get at church work." If it is true that to be a christian

today means that we must "stop thinking," and be mere

llfACIIINES, controlled by the theological schools, then is that

Scripture out of place in which God says : "Come let us 1·eason

together"--and again, "Search the Scriptures"-and again, the

Scriptures "are able to make thee wise."

Yes, it seems to be one of the snares which Satan sets

for the saints' feet : He gets them to work at holding fairs,

festivals, and church lotteries, in the belief that that is work

ing for Jesus. Perhaps it is to cancel a church debt which

Satan prompted them to incur, to minister to religious pride.

And we might add, much of the other church 1co1 k seems to

us conducive to evil results, and hence attributable to evil.

For instance, it has become fashionable for nearly all churches

to have three meetings on Sunday, and four or five during

the week. This absorbs all the spare time of many, and

leaves them weary of religious things, and without any time

for Bible study, or thought on the " deep things of God."

The meetings do not give spiritual nourishment and

strength, but merely soothe the minds of some who think

that thus, they please God, work for Jesus and bear the cross,

while instead, much of it is the merest nonsense, conducive

to self satisfaction.

True christians see through the hollowne,;,;, and endeavor

to have their hearts fed by secret worship and communion,

and conclude that because all christians and ministers do and

sanction this system, it must be right. Thus, this which is

called work for Jesus, is in reality an arrangement with Satan

to make people "stop thinking"-He puts them to work ; since

he cannot get them to do evil, he does get them to work

so hard and so much that they can get little good and no

truth.

We are struck with the operation of this plan as prac

ticed by a minister of Allegheny City, recently. An elder o f

the church came twice to our afternoon meetings to get some

"Food." He was spotted as a sheep likely to jump from the

fold, and being a sheep of some means and influence, he must

be penned again.

Accordingly the minister was informed.

and he visited the elder, who candidly said that he had

gone to our meetings to hear for himself, and so far he had

heard nothing which he thought was unchristian or unscrip

tural.

He excused himself by saying, that he had gone

because they happened to have no afternoon meeting;; in their

church. Before the next Sunday a meeting was appoi nted for

the afternoon hour and this poor sheep was made its leader.

If we are correct in judging, that much of the work,

is arranged by and in the interest of Satan, and he has able

helpers in many of the under-shepherds.

How does the Chief Shepherd regard such tenders of tlw

flock, think you ? As there are kinds of work owned and

accepted of God, so there are exceptions among the m inisters.

To any who doubt our conclusions we say, '' Come, let us

reason together," test yottr preacher and see " hethrr he is

able to show you how and where our

Bihlt•-ba;;,•d

teachings are wrong.

But if he says "stop thinking.
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the book,'' or any other unchristlike or unre!l 

thmg. conclude that he cannot meet it fairly.

If

t l l l'Y otl.\'r theory, or if they speak disparagingly of those "of

''

t h 1.0 u ay,

I emember that ours is only a repetition of the

&lt;'xperience of Jesus, the Apostles, and of the reformers

Knox, Wesley, Luther and all who ever proclaimed advanced

truth. Ans" er all opponents with a "Thus saith the Lord,"

&lt;'I' a ''Thus it is '' 1 itt&lt;'n," and ask them for Scriptural proofs

tc1r their utterances. To this end, study to show yourselves

workm&lt;'n approwd unto God, that you may be able to give to

t'V&lt;'I Y man that a sketh ) ou, a reason for the hope that is in

yon with meekness and fear. ( 2 Tim. 2 : 1 5, and 1 Pet. 3 : 15. )

Yon will be sure to find that their titles and knowledge

�·mable
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of their own line of theology, is the extent of their stock ;

and of Bible knowledge, they have very httle-next to none.

( Isa. 29 : 10- 14. )

Then, too, if ever so well posted in the

Scriptures, there is very little which can be applied in harmony

with their creeds.

Then, with charity for them, and love for all the sheep,

go to the storehouse of the chief shepherd ; there drink in the

truth and give to others, fearless of infringement upon any

theological patent, and God will bless you with refreshing

draughts.

"Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteous

ness, ( right and truth ) they shall be filled," if they know the

voice of the Shepherd and follow him.



LET THE SAME MIND BE IN YOU WHICH WAS ALSO IN CHRIST JESUS

Guard against impatience when any deny this doctrine, or

There are

very good men who do not unde-rstand this doctrine

as we understand it.

They have been led by edn

cation and training to look at it from a different

standpoint, and consequently have arrived at different and

opposite conclu�ions. To betray impatience when conversing

with them, will help to confirm them in their unscriptural

views and their opposition. Let this grace dwell in you so

1 ichly that nothing shall move you. I.Rt the opposers of the

doctrine see in your spirit a manifestation of its fruit.

Holiness and truth will not long exist without opposition ;

and the mo'&gt;t pe1 feet holiness, purest truth, will provoke the

g-reatest opposition. Birds, when they can, generally peck at _ the

choicest and ripest fruit ; so the beak of slander generally stnkes

the holiest and ripest Christians. No matter how closely we may

walk with God, or how blamelessly we may walk before men,

some \\ ill charge us With imperfection, or perhaps with sin.

To the blinded Jews and Pharisees, Christ himself was guilty

of great imperfection and even blasphemy. And strange as it

may seem, this opposition will come chiefly from professors

of religion. "Those who love God with all their hearts," says

We&lt;;lev, "must expect most opposition from professors who

have gone on for twenty years in an old beaten track, and

fancy they are wiser than all the world ; these always oppose

sanctification most." But opposition to the doctrine of entire

sanctification, if the friends of it take care to exhibit it in

their lives, will tend to spread it. Opposition should not be

courted, but it should never be feared, and it should always

be borne in a meek, sweet spirit. If we retaliate when an

injury is done us, it shows that self is not dead.

Beware of di�putes and quarrels with fellow-christians.

If any use sharpness of speech with you, and try to breed a

quarrel, it is even better to answer nothing and suffer wrong

than to become angry. There is an excellent antidote for this

evil disposition in kee-ping fully employed in the Lord's work.

"\Vork, full work for God," says Collins, "would leave us

little time for quarrelling ; and devotion, full devotion, would

leave us no inclination." It is a great mistake, when evil

is spoken of you, to be anxious to vindicate yourselves. "As

they, who for every slight infirmity take physic to repair their

health," says one writer, "do rather impair it ; so they, who

for every trifle are eager to vindicate their character, do

rather weaken it." "Take care of your spirit and conduct,"

says another, "and your reputation will take care of itself."

\Ve often need charity exercised toward ourselves ; let us

not be slow in exercising it toward others. We do not think

it just or fair towards us when our fellow-christians overc .1 1 l in question your experience of its blessings.



look our general character, and pick out some imperfection

and hold it up, and perhaps magnify it to our disadvantage ;

let us not do so in respect to them. Let us get completely

under the sweet influence of the love of Jesus.

With a

heavenly unction constantly dwelling in the soul, we shall

shrink from a censorious spirit, and shall have other work

than to be constantly hunting after failings in our brethren.

Those who find or profess to find, the most faults in others

have generally the greatest number in themselves ; and those

who are loudest in trumpeting their own praise have usually

the least in them deserving praise.

Do not let your mind run much on opposers of the doc

trine except it be to pray for them, or to consider how you

may best present to them the truth. To think too much of

their opposition may foster unkind feeling. To converse too

much with others about i t may beget evil speaking. You

may thus lose your sweetness of spirit and your mind may

become sour. Remember you were once standing on the same

ground that others are standing on now. The light that now

illumines your mind did not always shine upon you. The

opposition you now meet with from others you once mani

fested yourself. You were as slow in coming to the truth

as many around you are. These things should teach you

charity, forbearance, clemency and mildness.

Watch against any omission of the privilege and comfort

of prayer and fellowship with the Fathl'r of spirits. The life of

faith and holiness cannot be maintained without much prayer.

Regular habits of secret devotion are indispensable.

Each

day should be begun with a season of close communion with

God, that the heart may obtain new strength for new con

flicts. The business of the day should not be entered upon

without the clear sunshine of the Divine presence.

There

should be a deep consciousness that Jehovah is with us, and

that He will abide with us through the day to sustain and

protect us.

The purified believer, in his seasons of closet prayer, has

not daily to begin such seasons with confession of sin, and in

tercession for pardon, but living in constant acceptance with

God, the intercourse between him and God is always open.

Dwelling in Christ, and Christ abiding in him, he realizes

no condemnation. United to Christ, there will flow into his

soul heavenly life-currents, and this life will be a Christ-life ;

it will be a life of health and strength, a life of fruit bearing

to the glory of the Father, a life of constant victory over the

tempter, a life of calm and peace, and joy and hope. To

pray, therefore, will be as natural as to breathe, and through

the one Mediator he will be able to draw near to God at

once.

-R. W.



THE SAME JESUS

Probably no pas�age of Scripture has been the subject of

more disetl' i�ion and less understood, than Acts I : I I . "Men of

Galilee, why do you o;tand looking towards the heavens ? This

.Je�us, who is taken up from among you into the heavens,

shall so come in the manner in which you saw him go into

the heaven�." ( Emphatic Diaglott. )

It will not be necessary, for the benefit of those who are

in the light, in regard to the "Taberna'Cle and Its Teachings,"

to say ?;ery much upon this �ubject. Those who understand

the sacrifices, will certainly not be looking up into the heavens,

expecting to see, with their fleshly eyes, Jesus coming in the

flesh. They have learned that the eyes, with which we see in

this age are the eyeo; of the undcrstanding-Eph. 1 : 18 ; which

are certainly the very best kind of eyes.

And they have

learned, al'&gt;o, that even though we have known Christ after

the flesh, yet now we know him so no more. 2 Cor. 5 . 1 G.

So we �ee that what is true of the member of his

H''" · ver

body, i-, true of him, as the head. Having given his ( animal )



body as a sacrifice for us, it must be dissolved:, and to him

was given a new body, a house not made with hands, etc.

-2 Cor. 5 : 1 .

Having sacrificed his human nature, there was given to

him a new nature-the Divine.

Paul says : But some will say, How are the dead raised

up ? And with what body do they come ? Oh, senseless man,

that which thou sowest is not quickened-made alive----{!xcept

it die ; and that which thou sowest, thou sowest not the

body that shall be, etc., but God giveth it a body as it hath

pleased him, and to every seea its own body.

The world at large have been sown with the natural seed

-human nature-and will be raised with the natural bodies ;

while the new--d ivine-nature, becomes a new seed, and re

quires a new body ; and God giveth to every seed its own

body. etc., I Cor. 1 5 : 35, 38.

Before his crucifixion, Jesus

had that treasure-the divine nature in an earthen vessel

b 0 dy 2 Cor. 4 : 7 ; in him dwelt all the fulness of the divine
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nature, in a body-2 Col. 2 : 9 ( Rotherham ) ; so that new

seed was sown in a natural body ( earthen vessel ) ; and raised

in a spiritual body.

It should be noticed that the word same is left out of

the passage under consideration, by the Em. Diaglott-it not

being in the Greek.

The blinding phrase is, in like manner. Let us examine

the Greek term, hon tropon, rendered like manner, in Acts

l : l l ; giving all the passages where it occurs, and putting the

English translation in italics ; then let those who are so tena

cious about the exact manner, be just as tenacious in all the

passages where it occurs. Now as ( hon tropon) James and

.Jambres withstood Moses, so do these resist the truth. 2

Tim. 3 : 8. Read Exodus, 7th and 8th chapters in regard to

those magicians-Satan's mediums.

Wilt thou kill me, as

( hon tropon ) thou didst the Egyptian yesterday ? Acts 7 : 38.

Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem . . . . how often would I have

gathered thy children together, even as ( hon tropon like

manne r ) a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and

ye would not. Matt. 23 : 37 and Luke 1 3 : 34.

Will anybody claim the exact manner in any of the refer

ences given, especially the last ? Is not the true idea that

just as certainly as one thing has been done, another will be

done ?

-
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As certainly as a hen gathers her chickens under her



wings, so Jesus would have gathered Jerusalem's chtldren j

but we think no one would insist upon the exact way. Je�u&lt;:&gt;



said, If I go and prepare a place-official position, by pre

paring us for it-for you, I will come again, and receive

you unto myself, etc.-John 14 : 3. All the Angels could mean

in Acts 1 : 1 1 ( the only remaining passage where hon tropon

occurs ) , is : Ye men of Galilee why do you stand looking

up into heaven ? This Jesus has gone away as he sal fl h e

would, and he will surely come again, as he said he would.

Really there is nothing in the passage as to the mwm er

of coming, but a positive declaration that he u-ould come.

Other Scriptures teach the manner and time. "7e have

taken heed in our hearts to the sure word of ptophecy ; and

the eyes of our understanding have been enlightened ; be

cause, we see the "day star"- ( phosphorus-ltght- /Jl'mger-E.

D. ) has arisen. 2 Pet. I : 19. It is contrary to the teachings

of the types of the old and the positive statements of the netc

Testament, to expect that Jesus will come again in the flesh.

The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit

of God ; for they are foolishness unto him ; neither can he

know them, because they are spiritually discerned. I Cor.

2 : 14.

B. W. KEITH.



A VIEW FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WATCH TOWER

A few years ago the watchmen who were in the light,

proclaimed that the "Day of the Lord" had come ; that the

King of kings and Ruler of rulers had arrived and is present ;

that he bad taken unto him his great power, and had begun

his reign. At that time there was little or no outward signs

of any such stupendous event ; and very naturally, as clearly

foretold, there arose scoffers, walking after their own desires,

who sneeringly asked, "Where is the promise of his presencef

( See margin of New Revision )

all things continue as

they were," etc. Walking by faith, and not by sight ; trust

ing the infallible Word of God, the watchmen proclaimed

further as to what means would be used by the Stone King

dom in striking the kingdoms of earth ; that oppressed peoples

would rise aga inst the governments and throw them down.

It was announced that the "Times of Restitution" bad begun ;

and the faithless asked, Where 1 It was also clearly taught

that the time had come when God's ancient people, the Jews,

( beloved for the fathers' sake ) would be stirred up to begin

to return to their own land. Lastly, the proclamation went

forth, "Babylon has fallen," "Corne out of her, my people,

that ye partake not of her sins, that ye receive not of her

plagues."

As we said when these announcements began to be made,

there were but few outward signs. It required implicit faith

in the Word to believe that these things were to be fulfilled

in "our day." Any believer almost was willing to assent to

their being due two or three generations in the future.

\Vhile the world and a worldly church still lie in darkness,

to those in the watch tower there has been increasing light.

Already to any who have eyes to see, the outward signs are

multiplying. Day by day we see all about us increased proof

of our position. Compare 2 Tim. 3 : 1 -7 with the days we live

in, and see if the picture is not a faithful one. But such

things have always been, says some one. True, to a certain

extent, in accordance with verse 1 3 ; but are we not reaching

a climax in wickedness ? Judges, grand juries, and others

who have opportunity to see and to know these things are

alarmed at the prospect. The land is flooded with the vilest

literature. The artist and the writer vie with each other in

dishing up the horrid feast to the hungry army. And who

compose this insatiate and ever-increasing multitude ?

Old

and young, rich and poor-we had almost said saints [ 1 ] and

sinners-we will simply say, church members. It is not in

novels, story papers, etc., alone that the poison is found. I f

i t were, we could easily keep i t out o f our homes. The re

porters of the daily press have caught the infection, and news

items that the briefest note of would be quite enough, are

spiced and seasoned and served up steaming hot. If the facts

are few, the reporter draws, without stint, on his morbid

imagination for the balance. What kind of men and women

will the rising generation make, fed on such slops ? It is not

difficult to see the result ; it is already showing itself. Boys not

yet in their teens are getting quite familiar with the revolver ;

a spirit of independence and lawlessness is revaling itself

everywhere.

Enough of this picture ; let us look at something else. It

has been announced that the times of restitution have begun ;

and that Christ's kingdom, now established, is about to over.
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throw the beastly kingdoms of earth. Be patient, it will take

time. The forces are at work ; see all over the earth the

people are waking up and clamoring for their rights as never

before.

Ireland is not alone. The Irish are only a little more

demonstrative than some others : the feeling is universal.

The Czar of Russia has obtained the title of the Emperor

Recluse, because he is afraid to go out amongst his beloved [ ?]

subjects. He has not yet been crowned ( it is a year since

he became emperor ) . Plots have been discovered to blow up

both him and his guests at the coronation, and it has been

postponed. Failing to kill him, the Russians have been amus

ing themselves robbing and slaughtering the Jews.

The stories that come to us of these atrocities read like

Indian massacres, or something worse. We clip the following :

"In Southern Russia alone £ 16,000,000 ( $80,000,000 ) in prop

erty have been lost, 100,000 Jews rendered homeless, and in

45 places where reliable statistics could be collected there

have been 40 murders and 225 women subjected to torture."

We hope, and rather think that the reports are, as usual,

exaggerated, yet there may have been much that we have not

heard of. Many are fleeing to America, but many more are

destitute, and piteously appeal for help to come.

What does this mean in the light of prophecy ? It means

that we have reached the period spoken of in Jer. GO : 7 : "It

is even the time of Jacob's trouble ; but he shall be sa ve d

out of it" [ read the context] . Their coming to America is, of

course, not returning to their own land ; neither will they go

there in any such multitude at the first gathering. The prophecy

says, "Ye shall be gathered one by one, 0, ye children of

Israel." Isa. 27 : 12. It is well to remember that there are

over 30 years yet to accomplish this work. The recent develop

ments and proposed improvements in Palestine, and all this

trouble shows plainly that the present Lord has begun this

work also.

What of Babylon ? Are there any outward signs of her

fall ? Very many. People are waking up to investigate as

never before. Reverence for old creeds is rapidly passing away.

Among some this causes a searching to know the truth.

( Blessed are those seekers. ) Among others it brings nothing

but skepticism, carelessness, and hypocrisy. Among the

masses it produces infidelity-an utter disregard for many of

God's l aws, and contempt for all who profess his name. Tht'

trial of Guiteau has evidently been an instrument used to

bring odium upon the Christian profession. The church is

losing its power and falling into disrespect. The s ta rs a re

falling : some one way, some another. Soon the lights will be

all out-not even a candle left. Rev. 18 : 23. Already the

merchants ( priests ) complain that "no man lmyeth tht'ir

merchandise any more." Read the clip from the New York

Herald, in this paper, which shows that some of the denom

inations did not average one new member per church during

the past year. The membership completely fails to keep p.1ce

with the growth of the population.

One hopeful mission

statistician is so pleased with the success amongst the lte:-t tlwn

L where a chief command$ and all his people a1 e n umbered

in at once ] , that he asserts that if Ch r i s t i :m it� can tnlly h o ld

its own at home the world w i l l in �l ft&gt;w yl'ar" be t'&lt;HI\ t•rh•tl .
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What an idea ! It sounds like the derision of an enemy. It

looks like an acknowledgment that what is now preached,

t Iwug-h easil�· foisted upon and suited to the ignorant savage,

I " rt&gt;pudiatcd by the intelligent and civilized. And is there

not milch tr11th in this thought ? Is it not a fact that the

most mtclhgeut and best of the people have outgrown the

&lt;'l'l'&lt;'d� ? Some, unfortunately, failing to see the whole truth,

ha Ye drifted off to sea ; others are boldly attacking error with

all the light they have. [ See article "Liberty of Protestant

i ·'ln ." in Zion's Day Stm· for Jan.]

One recent event should demonstrate to all that the house

has been left desolate. Where in all the records of the past

did a whole nation almost as with one voice, cry to God in
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prayer without being answered ? Did God ever do so with his

chosen people ? And did not all the orthodox churches in the

United States pray that President Garfield's life might be

spared ? Even the infallible [ ?] Pope mingled his prayers with

those of Ingersoll and the Protestant churches ; and one

proved as potent as the other.

If God has proved unfaithful it is the first time. Some

thing is wrong. It evidently never happened before. One of

two has become unfaithful. Is it the Unchangeable One ? or

rather, has not the hand appeared and written on the walls of

Babylon, NUMBERED ! NUMBERED ! WEIGHED ' DIVIDf:D ! and

above in letters of fire, ICHABOD !

W. T. MANN.



"THIS GENERATION"

"Verily I say unto you this generation shall not pass till

all these things be fulfilled." Matt. 24 : 34.

This passage has puzzled us many times, and our ex

perience may be the same as some others with regard to it, but

" e think we have the solution of it now. It may not be new to

some, but it is to us. However, it is not because it is new,

but because it is true ( as we believe ) that it satisfies us.

The disciples had been asking Jesus ( ver. 3 ) about the

destruction of Jerusalem, what should be the sign of his

coming, and of the end of the world ( age ) , and after answer

ing their questions with regard to it, he adds the words re

ferred to above. We understand some to think that this propheey

was fulfilled at the transfiguration ; and a careless reading

of l\lark 1 : 1 , with 2 Peter 1 : 17, 18, might seem to justify

that conclusion ; but when we reflect that not alone was his

coming inquired after, but the end of the age ( "what shall be

the sign of thy presence and of the end of the age" [ Emphatic

Diaglott] ) and in accordance with their questions he gave

the signs all along up to the end of the age, and then says,

"Verily I say unto you this generation shall not pass till all

these things be fulfilled." This could not be fulfilled by any

event recorded in the above scriptures, but Mark 1 : 1 was

fulfilled "six days after," and is referred to by Peter.

We think Je&lt;sus, as he was not talking to the multitude,

used plain language, no figure nor symbol, but that the whole

difficulty centers in the meaning of the word generation. We

think the key to it is found in Matt. 1 9 : 28. "Verily I say

unto you that ye who have followed me-in the re-generation

when the Son of man shall sit upon the throne of his glory,



ye also shall sit upon twelve throne!'., judging the twelve tribes

of Israel."

We understand that he used the word generation in dis

tinction from the word t·egeneration ; in other words, that he

gave them to understand that he would be present before the

regeneration, and before the people of this age should pass

away ( "this generation shall not pass till all these things be

fulfilled" ) for ( ver. 38 ) "as in those days, those before the

deluge . . . . thus will be the presence of the Son of man."

E. Diaglott.

We consider this, in harmony with other scriptures, is

clearly opposed to the post millennia! view, and strongly in

confirmation of the pre-millennia! view.

Now, then, are "all these things" fulfilled ? Are they nearly

all fulfilled ? "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in

all the world for a witness unto all nations." Has that been

done ? Yes.

"Then shall the end ( of the age-The harvest is the end of

the age Matt. 1 3 : 39, ) come." HEKO , have come, be here _- ( see

Young's Analytical Concordance. ) "Therefore let us hold fast

the profession of our faith without wavering, for he is faith

ful that promised, and let us consider one another to provoke

unto love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of

ourselves together, as the manner of some it ; but exhorting

one another, and so much the more as ye see the day approach

ing." Reb. 1 0 : 23, 24, 25.

The end of one day ( Gospel day ) having come, another

day," Reb. 4 : 8, is approaching. "He that hath ears to hear,

let him bear."

J. C. SUNDERLIN.



THE GREAT FEAST

"A certain man made a great supper and invited many.

And he sent his servant at the hour of the supper to say to

those who bad been invited. 'Come, for it is now ready.' And

they all began with one accord to exeuse themselves . . . . . And

that servant, having returned, related all to his Master. Then

the householder, being angry, said to his servant, 'Go out quick

ly ( at once ) into the open squares and streets of the city, and

bring in hither the poor, and crippled, and blind, and lame.'

And the servant said, 'Sir, I have done what thou didst com

mand, and yet there is room." Luke 4 : 1 6-22. Diaglott.

Our Heavenly Father, kind, bountiful, and rich, is ever

pleased to dispense of his bounties to those requiring and

appreciating them. He tells us of a feast he will soon spread

for all the world, when he will not only feast them on fat

things, refined j oys and pleasures, but he will "wipe away

all tears from off all faces"-destroy death and remove the

vail of ignorance from all nations. In the day of that feast

it shall be said : "Lo, this is our God ; we have waited for him,

and he will save us ; . . . . we will be glad and rejoice in his

sal-r;ation" ( I sa. 25 : 6-9. ) A salvation from the vail of igno

rance, and from Adamie death. That will be a delightful feast,

a blessed season for poor, wretched humanity. But before

that feast can be spread, the MOUNTAIN or KINGDOM of the

Lord must first be established ( see vs1:1. 6, 7 ) , that from and

through it may come this blessed feast "unto all people."

The feast described by Jesus, though made by the same

kind, rich Heavenly ¥ather, is not the same feast above

viewed. It applies, we believe, not to the next, but to the

present age. It is not for all people, but for the "few

selected" from among the "many invited" in the pre

�ent age.

( Matt. 22 : 1 4 . )

Those first invited were

the leading representatives of the Jewish nation.

"What

arhantage had the Jew ? Much every way"-they being typi

cally J U�tified by typical sacrifices, were reekoned as being

fJ!I a plane of friendship with God-having intercourse with

him. To the5.e, through the prophets, he had long ago inti

mated his intention of spreading a great feast, and when the



time for it was come, he sent Jesus ( who in turn sent others )

"to those who had been invited," saying, It is now ready

"The kingdom of God is at hand."

The call first reached the Priests, Scribes, Pharisees, and

Doctors of the Law who sat in Moses' seat ( Matt. 23 : 2 ) , and

were acquainted with the Law and the Prophets, and who knew

that such a feast was proposed. "And the Pharisees, also who

were covetous, heard all these things, and they derided him."

( Luke 1 6 : 14. )

They had a plan and system of their own

arrangement ; they were busy and could not heed the message ;

they had no desire to have their own plans superseded by

God's plans, or, in the language of the parable, to taste of

his supper.

Jesus perceived that they received not the message, and

gave most of his time and attention to the lower classes, "who

knew not the law" ( John 7 : 49 ) , and had not heard the in

vitation.

He said to those who were originally invited, "Verily I

say unto you, that the publicans and the harlots go into the

kingdom of God before you." ( Matt. 21 : 3 1 . ) "Ye shall see

Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the

kingdom of God, and ye yourselves thrust out." ( Matt. 13 :

28. ) -You shall not taste of the supper.

"The common people ( who knew not the Law, and had not

heretofore heard the invitation ) heard him gladly." ( Mark

1 2 : 37. )

But those first invited, who rejected, were grieved

that he and his disciples taught the people ( Acts 4 : 2 ) , and

invited them to the feast. Jesus therefore said, "Ye neither

go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go

in." ( Matt. 23 : 13. )

This application of the first two calls is in harmony with

the parable-first the merest mention to those already invited,

then quickly, when they refused, an invitation was given to

the morally blind, lame, and halt, of the same CITY ( or govern

ment) . Thus Jesus came to his own, and his own people

received him not ; but as many as received him ( believed his

message ) , to them ( publicans, harlots, etc. ) gave he power
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