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Preface

The secondary curriculum has been revised in the light of National Education Policy

2010, which emphasises learning English as an international languag e for

communicating locally and globally. The 'English For Today' textbooks have been

developed to help students attain competency in all four language skills, i.e. listening,

speaking, reading and writing.

The development of curriculum, syllabus and textbook is a continuous process. In

continuation of it, this book has been developed and rationally evaluated by a group of

experts, which included curriculum specialists, subject specialists, teacher trainers and

classroom teachers. The contents and illustrations of this book have been developed in

order to suit the learners' age and cognitive level. In this book effective communicative

approach and techniques integrated with existing traditional methods have been

introduced. The book emphasizes practicing language skills through a variety of

meaningful and enjoyable activities.

The publication of teacher's guide is under process. The teacher's guide will help the

teachers to plan the lessons more effectively and teach the students communicatively

through teaching learning activities.

My heartfelt gratitude goes to the curriculum developers, writers, illustrators and

coordinator who worked under tremendous time constraints. Without their sincerity,

commitment and hard work, it would not have been possible for NCTB to develop the

English textbook 'English For Today', making it available to teachers and students all

over the country by january 2013. As the textbook was developed within a very

limited time, there is room for further development. Attempts have been made to make

the book free from errors as far as possible. Any constructive suggestions for the

improvement of the textbook will be welcomed and incorporated in future editions.

I also sincerely thank all involved in the production and publication of this textbook. If

this book is used properly, the textbook will no doubt facilitate learning English at the

desired level.



Professor Md. Mostafa Kamaluddin

Chairman

National Curriculum and Textbook Board

Dhaka.



Table of contents

Unit



Topic



Page



Unit 1



Going on a foreign trip



1-17



Unit 2



Food and nutrition



18-25



Unit 3



Health and hygiene



26-41



Unit 4



Check your reference



42-51



Unit 5



Making a difference



52-66



Unit 6



A glimpse of our culture



67-75



Unit 7



Different people, different occupations



76-85



Unit 8



News! News! News!



Unit 9



Things that have changed our life



86-101

102-120



Unit One



Going on a foreign trip



After we have studied this unit, we will be able to





listen for information







listen to and follow announcements







read and understand texts







ask and answer questions







write answers to questions







write the main ideas
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Lesson 1: At the airport

Key words: lounge



immigration



A Look at the picture and talk about it.



1



What do you see?



2



Can you guess where it could be?



3



Who are the people in the picture?



4



What could be their relationship?



B Now read the text and find out if your guesses are correct.

Zara lives with her parents in London. They have come to Bangladesh to visit Zara’s

aunt and uncle. She is very close to her cousin Mita. Both the families have visited

many interesting places together in Bangladesh. It was a great fun. Then they decided

that they would visit some places outside Bangladesh too. They decided to go to

Thailand. But Mita’s parents were too busy with their work, so they could not go.

However, Mita was going with them.

Mita, Zara and her parents are at Hajrat Shahjalal International Airport. They are

waiting in the lounge. Mita is very excited. This is her first time to board a plane.

They are flying by Bangladesh Biman. Mita is hoping to have a great time in

Thailand.



Going on a foreign trip



3



As they wait, the two cousins start planning what they would do once they reach

Bangkok. Mita’s uncle brings forms for all of them to fill in before going through the

immigration. He gives one to Mita and says, “You have to give some information

about yourself in the form. The immigration officer will check your passport and

stamp it. And then you are ready to travel.” Mita, Zara and her parents start filling in

the forms.



C Read the text again and answer the following questions.

1

2

3



Why is Mita excited?

Why aren’t Mita’s parents going with her?

What does an immigration officer do at the airport?



D Write a short composition about your experience of travelling to another

place. It could be going to your grandparents’/aunt’s/sister’s/brother’s house.

Write about your preparation before travelling, your experience on the way,

e.g. launch terminal, railway/bus station, airport, etc.



Lesson 2: Filling in a form

Key words :



expire



renew



visa



valid



A Read the card and discuss in pairs.
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B



Now read the text about Mita, and fill in the departure card in section A on

her behalf.



Mita’s full name is Mita Sultana Ahmed. She was born on 6 May 1998. She got her

passport on July 09, 2010. It’s a five - year passport. It will expire on 8 June 2015.

After that she has to renew her passport. Her passport number is AB 9842251. She is

going to Thailand by Bangladesh Biman, flight number BG 88 on 14 July 2012.

Mita got her visa from the Royal Thai Embassy in Dhaka. Her visa number is T

9115138. The visa was issued in Dhaka on 29 June 2012. The visa is valid for three

months. It will expire on September 27, 2012. It is a tourist visa. If you are travelling

on a tourist visa, you are not allowed to study or work there.

C



Imagine you are travelling to a foreign country. Copy the form in A and fill in

with your own information. If you have a passport, use information from it.

If you do not have a passport, make your imaginary passport with visa

number and expiry date, passport number, date of travel, etc.



D Work in pairs. If you have a passport, tell your partner when you got it and

which country/countries you have already visited. If you do not have a

passport, would you like to have one? Why?



Lesson 3 : Going through immigration

Key words : departure booth



counter scan



machine readable



A Look at the pictures and discuss in pairs.

1
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