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The Guide of Theth

Information • Guesthouses • Hotels • Restaurants • Guides • Maps



Theth

Theth is situated in the Central part of the Albanian Alps in

between the area ofBjeshkët e Nemuna in the West and Jezerca

mountains in the East. It is by far one of the most important

tourism and alpine center of the North. It is situated 70 km

away from the city of Shkodra and 170 km from Tirana (152

km of these roads are asphalt roads up to the area called

Qafëthore, while the last 18 km are rough roads). Theth is part

of the Shala region (known also as Dukagjin), and under the

administration of the Municipality of Shkodra.

Theth is surrounded by several peaks, such as Radohima peak

(2570 m), Arapi peak (2217 m), Papluka peak (2569 m), Ali’s

peak (2471 m). Down in the valley lays the picturesque Theth,

at the heights of 750-800 m.a.s.l.. Shala River runs through

the valley and its villages.

The mountainous area of Theth was declared a National Park

in 1966 by decision no.96 of the Council of Ministers to protect

the waterfalls, meadows, pastures, and rare flora and fauna. It



covers 2630 ha, of which 1680 ha are covered by forests. It is

managed by the Regional Agency for Protected Areas (RAPA)

located in Shkodra.

This combination of steep mountains, waterfalls, canyons,

rough rivers, natural lakes and cavesattracts visitors who

enjoy almost untouched natural settings. The rare flora and

fauna which can be found at the National Park add to this.

Beech trees (Fagus Silvatica), cranberries (VacciniumMyrtilus)

alternate with alpine pastures (PoionAlpinae) and dwarf shrubs

(i.e. JuniperusCommunis Nana, JuniperusSibrica) of the alpine

areas. Only in this park grow over 1500 species of plants, which

represent almost half of the flora of the whole country (3215

plant species have been recorded in Albania). Shala River is

worth to be mentioned for the abundancy of fish which can be

found in it. From its spring in Okol onwards it is famous for its

fish like the brown trout (Salmo TruttaFluviatilis).

Locals are proud of their hospitality and are keen on conveying

it to future generations. The people of Theth have a saying:

“Shtëpiaasht e Zotitdhe e Mikut”1 , which clearly demonstrates

the importance of hospitality. Dr. Franc Nopça, the famous

Hungarian adventurer and scientist said about the people of



the area: “If you have their trust (besa), no place on earth would

be safer.”

The aim of this guide is to inform national and international

tourists about the existing guesthouses, restaurants, farms

and hotels 2 situated in Theth. It also informs visitors about

the different touristic highlights in the area, including its

agrobiodiversity, hiking trails, natural and cultural highlights.

1



The equivalent translation in English would roughly be: My home belongs to God and to guests/friends.



2 As of 2016



How to reach Theth?

Theth can easily be reached by car, however

a four-wheel drive is recommended as part of the road is

not paved yet and also to reach more remote areas. From

Tirana take the highway SH1/ E762 to Shkodra. From

Shkodra continue on the SH1/ E762 to Koplik, then turn

right and take the SH21 to Theth.



Guesthouses, travel agencies or local guides

can pick up tourists during the day with four-wheel-drives

from Shkoder.

From Tirana buses and minibuses to Shkoder

leave frequently (every hour; during summer even

every 45 min.) from Karl Topia Square, which is also

known as “Zogu i Zi”. From Shkoder minibuses leave

for Theth at “Rus”, normally twice a day. The first

minibus leaves at 7:00 and the second one at 13:00.

The total trip from Tirana to Theth takes 5 hours by bus



The nearest airport is Tirana International Airport

(Mother Teresa Airport). From where you can take the bus

of the “Tirana Express” company, which departs every hour

from the Tirana airport to the capital’s center. From there

follow the instructions mentioned above. There is also the

option to fly to Podgorica (Montenegro) and take a taxi or

bus from the airport to Shkoder from where the trip can be

continued by minibus or four-wheel-drive taxi.



The Ethnography Museum of Theth



Blue Eye



Theth waterfall



Places to visit in Theth

The Ethnography Museum of Theth

Kulla of Lulash Boshi: This is a typical kulla, where a man

called Lulash Boshi was living, right in the center of Theth

built on top of steep cliff which is 9 meters high. The 87m²

of museum has been partly renovated and decorated with

typical adornments. The old guests’ room has a fireplace and a

wooden carved ceiling, made by local craftsmen who took great

pride in their work. Usually the guests’ room is decorated a lot

more than the rest of the house in order to show respect to

visitors. Even though the kulla lacks proper maintenance, it is

still worth a visit. Ask at the guesthouse next to it for the key.



1€ / 150L

3



Syri Blu (Blue Eye): Syri Blu is close to the village of Kapre.

Along the way to Syri Blu visitors can discover a beautiful

landscape, passing first the Black Well which is formed by

the Black River (Lumi i Zi). Syri Blu is a pool formed by water

melted from the high peaks. Syri Blu is approximately 100m²

wide and 3-5m deep.

3



Blue Eye
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