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kid stuff »



URGENTjustCARE

for kids



B



Facility in North Naples treats a variety of pediatric

conditions. STORY AND PHOTOS BY ANDREA STETSON



right lime green,

vibrant orange and

shiny blue walls and

ﬂoors and equally

cheerful matching

furniture paint a kidfriendly scene. When a child is

sick or injured and needs urgent

care, the process can be scary and

stark. That’s why the relatively

new Kids’ Urgent Care caters

to the youngest members of the

community with a place just for

them.

“The beauty of having the

pediatric urgent care is the staff

is all trained to take care of chil-



dren,” says Emad Salman, a pediatric hematologist and oncologist

and regional medical ofﬁcer for

Golisano Children’s Hospital of

Southwest Florida. “You are not

jumping around to take care of

an 80-year-old and a 2-year-old.”

The Kids’ Urgent Care, which

opened in January, is part of the

Golisano | Nicklaus Children’s

Health Center in North Naples,

a collaboration between the Lee

Health’s Golisano Children’s

Hospital of Southwest Florida

and the Miami Children’s Health

System’s Nicklaus Children’s

Hospital.



Right top: Bright colors adorn the walls and furniture. Right bottom: For

rehabilitation services, there are rooms with kid-friendly apparatuses.
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• Board Certiﬁed

• Braces with Damon System

• In-Office Sedation: Nitrous,

Oral and IV

• Hospital Dentistry

• No Interest Financing

• New &amp; Transfer Patients

Welcome

• Digital X-Rays

• Teeth Whitening

• Se Habla Español



Positive, Fun &amp; Friendly Environment

Overhead TVs

Video Games

Treasure Chest

Toys

7117 Congdon Road,

Suite 100

Ft. Myers, FL 33908

(239) 418-1444



www.wheresmilesbegin.com
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There’s a waiting room with children’s toys. There is a

sticker station on the wall where children can select their

favorite character sticker to take home.

“Simple stuff, runny nose, fever, vomiting, diarrhea and

obviously injuries,” Salman says when asked what kids typically come in for. “Kids are kids. They are going to be active.

They are going to have fun, and they are going to get hurt.”

Salman says sometimes their young patients are treated

solely at the center. Other times they receive their ﬁrst treatment there and are sent on for more complex medical help.

“Some have come in with eye injuries, and we manage

them and then send them to an ophthalmologist the next

day,” Salman says. “We diagnosed a child with leukemia here.

They came in with bruising and a fever, and we did blood

work and diagnosed leukemia.”

Lee Health owns the facility at Pine

Ridge and Livingston roads, and both

health systems contribute physicians.

“We partnered with them, because

they

have the expertise with urgent care

The Golisano

for

children

on the east coast, so when we

| Nicklaus

Children’s were looking for a partner, they were the

Health Center obvious choice,” Salman says. “Rather than

is at 3361 Pine starting from scratch, we partnered with

Ridge Road,

someone who has the expertise. That way

Naples. The

urgent care we can tap into the resources of Miami

center can be Children’s.”

reached at 239If needed, Golisano Children’s Hospital

254-5920. It’s has three ambulances that can whisk

open 11 a.m. to

youngsters to its facility near HealthPark

11 p.m. daily.

Medical Center in south Fort Myers or to

children’s hospitals in Miami or Tampa.

The facility has many children’s specialty doctors: pediatric orthopedists, oncologists and neurologists and pediatric specialists in pulmonology, endocrinology,

cardiology, allergy and immunology, rehabilitation and more.

Some are independent doctors who have ofﬁces there and

others are on staff.

“The idea is we want to provide a comprehensive list of

services to children. With our partners we are able to provide

services,” he says. “We try to do as much as possible. It is onestop shopping for all pediatric specialists.”

Mom Tiffany Hannett welcomes the Kids’ Urgent Care

center. Her son Christian, 10, has a rare progressive neurological disease. “He has a very complicated medical picture.”

So when Tiffany’s son needs quick attention, she can take

him to Kids’ Urgent Care.

“It is a really nice option to have,” she says.

Tiffany has taken her son to Kids’ Urgent Care for a fever

and for an infection. She liked the way staff there coordinates

with other doctors. She also liked having kid-friendly staff.

“Having staff that is speciﬁcally trained for the pediatric

setting is great,” she says.

In addition to the urgent care facility, Golisano also has

rehabilitation facilities there and Miami Children’s Hospital

occupies space for specialized pediatric services.
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