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SEPTEMBER 15, 2017

Scientists from Brown University in US have created first map of water trapped in uppermost layer of

Moon‟s soil. The map was build using NASA‟s Moon Mineralogy Mapper onboard of India‟s

Chandrayaan-1 spacecraft. The map builds on initial discovery of water and related molecule — hydroxyl

(consists of one atom each of hydrogen and oxygen) in lunar soil in 2009. It may prove useful to future

lunar explorers

The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) and Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) have signed

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for automatic and regular exchange of tax information. The

purpose of the MoU is to curb the menace of shell companies, money laundering and black money in the

country and prevent misuse of corporate structure by shell companies for various illegal purposes

The Union Home Ministry will soon grant citizenship to nearly one lakh Chakma and Hajong refugees,

who came from erstwhile East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) five decades ago and are living in northeast.

Government‟s decision comes in line with Supreme Court order in 2015 in this regard. The apex country

had directed Union government to grant citizenship to these refugees, mostly staying in Arunachal

Pradesh

India and Japan have agreed to ink open sky arrangement to allow airlines from both countries to

operate unlimited number of flights. In this regard, both countries exchanged RoD (Record of

Discussions) on civil aviation cooperation with respect to open sky. It was exchanged after talks between

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Japan PM Shino Abe

The Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully conducted developmental trials of indigenously developed Astra

beyond visual range air-to-air missile (BVRAAM) over the Bay of Bengal, off the coast of Chandipur in

Odisha. Total of seven trials of Astra BVRAAM were conducted in various missions and two of them

were against Pilotless Target Aircrafts (PTA) successfully fired from Sukhoi-30 MKI aircraft. They were

final development flight trials of the missile, paving way for its early induction into IAF

The Union Government signed $76 million loan deal with Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

for starting upgradation project related to environment management plan at Alang-Sosiya ship recycling

shipyards in Gujarat. The project will be executed by Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) and is likely to be

completed by 2022. The total cost of project is $111 million out of which $76 million will be provided by

JICA as soft loan. Out of remaining amount, $25 million will be borne by Gujarat Government as taxes

and fees and balance $10 million will be shared by Ministry of Shipping

The Union Government has launched Swachhta Hi Seva‟ (cleanliness is service), a nation-wide fortnightlong sanitation campaign to highlight the government‟s flagship cleanliness initiative Swachh Bharat

Mission. It was launched by President Ram Nath Kovind from Ishworiganj village in Kanpur, Uttar

Pradesh. It will run from September 15 to October 2, 2017.

The International Day of Democracy is observed every year on September 15 to provide an opportunity

to review the state of democracy in the world. The 2017 theme “Democracy and Conflict prevention”

focuses on the critical need to strengthen democratic institutions to promote peace and stability.

The National Agri-Food Biotechnology Institute (NABI) has signed MoU with Ludhiana based Bonn Food

Industries to promote coloured wheat with antioxidant qualities beneficial for control of diabetes,

cholesterol and obesity. It has been developed by routine way of plant breeding by crossing high yielding

Indian cultivars PBW550, PBW621, HD2967 with colored wheat procured from Japan and America,



which is as rich in anthocynanins as blueberries and high in zinc. Anthocyanins can act as antioxidants

that remove free radicals from the body and help in prevention of cardiovascular diseases, diabetes,

inflammation, cancer, obesity and aging. Anthocyanin rich colored wheat developed at NABI also has

enhanced Zinc content-one of the most deficient micro-nutrients in the developing countries. The NABI is

an autonomous body of Ministry of Science and Technology.

Vikram Sakhuja, group CEO of Madison Media &amp; OOH at Madison World, has been elected as the new

president of The Advertising Club. Sakhuja will take over from Raj Nayak, who led the Advertising Club

for two consecutive terms. The club is a dynamic platform for professionals from the Advertising,

Marketing, Media, Research and Communication fraternity to gain from each other‟s expertise.

The Telangana government has launched a comprehensive land survey for rectification of land records

in the state on September 15, 2017. The survey, first of its kind in the country, is aimed at rectifying and

updating the land records in all 10,733 revenues villages across the state. Total 1346 teams of officials

will take part in the survey which will continue till this year end. Under this programme, teams of revenue

and agricultural officers will stay in villages for 10 days, conduct gram sabhas and verify the land records

in the presence of farmers. The rectified records will be displayed at village panchayat office and will also

be digitized and uploaded online. After completion of the survey, the farmer will be given an Electronic

Title Deed Pattadar Passbook which will be farmer proof.

The first-ever National Ayurveda Youth Festival (NAYF) has started in Jaipur, Rajasthan on September

14, 2017. Approx 3000 youth Ayurveda students and doctors from across the country are participating in

the 3-day fest, which is organized by the joint auspices of the National Institute of Ayurveda (NIA) Jaipur

and National Ayurveda and Youth Association (NAYA), an affiliate of Vigyan Bharati. In it, Jaipur‟s

National Institute of Ayurveda (NIA) has entered the Guinness Book for „Most people receiving Nasya

Panch Kararma simultaneously‟. It was a unique record and its purpose was to attract youth towards

Ayurveda.

The Odisha government passed a bill to launch the first-ever Odia language university for postgraduation in literature and linguistics among other subjects.The university which will be established in

Bhubaneswar will also devise ways to make Odia script more adaptable to technology.It mainly aims at

making Odia script more adaptable to computer technology.It would also administer PG courses in

literary criticism, the evolution of East Indian language scripts, historical scripts, archaeology, musicology

and translation into and from Odia.

Google announced to unveil a digital payment service in India that has been developed for the local

market. In July.National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) stated that Google had completed the

testing of its UPI payment service and was awaiting Reserve Bank of India‟s approval to launch its

service in the country. Google is looking at launching a payment service „Google Tez‟, which will include

support for Unified Payments Interface (UPI) as well as mobile wallets like Paytm and MobiKwik.

Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC) entered into an agreement with microfinance

industry association Sa-Dhan to develop a digital ecosystem for India's unbanked segment.The bank will

provide technical expertise to train and educate micro finance consumers at the grassroots level and

introduce digital banking to promote easier and time-efficient financial transaction among the so-called

bottom-of-the-pyramid customer.

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis today launched the 'Maharashtra Mission 1

Million' initiative under which over 10 lakh students across the state will play football.It is the first time in



the country and Maharashtra to support was decided by Tawde.The entire Maharashtra becomes Pro

football the Mission will not only create football players and lovers of the game but will also help in overall

development of the state.Under the initiative, the state government aims to ensure that children come out

in open spaces and play.

The Indian nation celebrates Engineer's Day to mark the 156th birth anniversary of Sir Mokshagundam

Visvesvarayya, one of the greatest engineers India produced and a person behind many iconic

constructions in India.He will mark the 49th anniversary of the Engineers Day in India.

Karnataka is the first state to roll out an Electric Vehicle and Energy Storage Policy that looks not only at

boosting sales of Electrical Vehicles but also setting up charging infrastructure and special manufacturing

zones.Karnataka is looking to attract investments to the tune of Rs 31,000 crore from companies looking

at R&amp;D and manufacturing of electric vehicles in the state.

Goa's Sports Minister Mr.Manohar Ajgaonkar said that Goa would host the 36th National Games, in Goa.

The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) has given the official rights to Goa to host the 36th National

Games.

The two-day high-level talks on technical issues of the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) began between India

and Pakistan in Washington, United States. According to the World Bank, the meetings between two

countries are taking place between 14 and 15 September. The talks are a continuation of a discussion on

how to safeguard the traety for the benefit of the people in both the countries.

The book titled “Unstoppable: My Life So Far” authored by tennis star Maria Sharapova was unveiled in

September 2017. The book talks about Sharapova‟s rise from nowhere to tennis stardom, and the

unending fight to stay on top. The book tells how a seventeen-year-old Maria Sharapova became an

overnight sensation by defeating the two-time defending champion Serena Williams to win the

prestigious Wimbledon.

Indian women‟s boxing‟s first foreign coach, Stephane Cottalorda, has resigned after just one month of

appointment, alleging delay in salary and other payments. Cottalorda has claimed in his resignation letter

that he hasn‟t been paid his salary for the first month in full and has also cited „lack of professionalism‟ on

part of Boxing Federation of India (BFI) as his reasons for not coming back to India.

Online marketplace giant Amazon India is racing against time to bring in more sellers so that they sell

more on its platform during the festive season. Amazon tied up with the Bank of Baroda to offer micro

loans to its sellers. The firm‟s arm, Amazon Seller Services Pvt Ltd (ASSPL), is bringing in more financial

partners so that it can cater to its 225,000 seller base. The company had last year announced the launch

of a seller lending programme in India for small and medium businesses to get fast and easy access to

working capital.

In an effort to tackle counterfeiting, Britain launched a new plastic 10-pound note featuring Jane Austen,

one of Britain‟s most renowned authors. Apart from the Queen, whose portrait is on all U.K. currency,

Austen is only the third woman to feature on a modern-day British banknote, after medical innovator

Florence Nightingale and social reformer Elizabeth Fry. The new „tenner‟, as it‟s commonly known, is the

first British banknote with a tactile feature, a series of raised dots in the top left-hand corner to help blind

and partially sighted users. In 2016, it launched a similar five-pound note that showcases Winston

Churchill. A new 20-pound note featuring artist JMW Turner will follow in 2020.

Tunisia has abolished a decades-old ban on Muslim women marrying non-Muslims. Unitll now a nonMuslim man who wished to marry a Tunisian woman had to convert to Islam and submit a certificate of



his conversion as proof. The announcement comes a month after President Beji Caid Essebsi called for

the government to scrap the ban dating back to 1973. Human rights groups in the North African country

had campaigned for the ban‟s abolition, saying it undermined the fundamental human right to choose a

spouse.



Sweden hosts huge war games exercise with NATO. It is biggest military exercise in more than 20 years

with support from NATO countries.

Mr.Harsh Kumar Jain was appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Slovak Republic, in New

Delhi.

The two-day Regional Conference on „Good Governance and Replication of Best Practices‟began in

Goa. It was organised by Department of Administrative Reforms &amp; Public Grievances (DARPG), Ministry

of Personnel, Public Grievances &amp; Pensions, Government of India. It was presided over by dignitaries

from 25 states and UT‟s. The two-day Conference is an effort to create a common platform to share

experiences in the formulation and implementation of citizen centric governance, improved public service

delivery through e-Governance, transparent, accountable and citizen friendly effective administration.

Global ranking for the least and most stressful cities of the world was released, by a firm called Zipjet, in

London. Stuttgart,Germany is at the top ,Bangalore 130th and, New Delhi 142nd.

China displayed its first unmanned combat helicopter AV500W for foreign buyers in the northeastern

Tianjin city, China.Aviation Industry Corp of China (AVIC), state-owned aircraft manufacturer, displayed

the military observation cum combat helicopter at the fourth China Helicopter Expo, in China.This has

been done in a move to enlarge its market of military drones abroad. The AV500W was designed and

produced by AVIC Helicopter Research and Development Institute in Jingdezhen , Jiangxi province of

China.

Rishabh Shah of Mumbai, bagged two bronze medals in the Under-14 Rapid and Blitz formats of the 2nd

Western Asia Youth Chess Championship in Sri Lanka.
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