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File preview

WHO IS KILLING COMICS?

Comic books sales on free fall

While comic book “pros” and specialized

media try to push the same tired narrative

about geeks being bigots who don’t buy

comics with “diverse” characters.

Reality disagrees with them.

Let us see what kind of books the so called

“anti-diversity” crowd is buying :

For the month of July 2017

•

•

•

•

•



•

•

•

•

•

•



Wonder Woman 40K+ (Female, hinted

at being bi)

Titans 39K+ (Very diverse cast)

Harley Quinn 438K+ (Female, bi)

Star Wars Doctor Aphra 37K+

(Female, lesbian)

Suicide Squad 36K+ (Female, bi is the

leader{or straight black if you mean

Waller}, diverse cast)

Teen Titans 35K+ (Diverse cast)

JLA 35K+ (Black Female leader,

diverse cast)

Trinity 31K+

Green Lanterns 31K+ (Female Latina

&amp; Brown Muslim man)

Invincible Iron Man 30K+

Black Panther 29K+



•

•

•

•



Champions 27K+

Jean Grey 26K+

Batwoman 24K+ (Female, lesbian)

Totally Awesome Hulk 22K+



So it looks like sales are bad all around, not

even after the industry crashed in the 90’s

sales were so low.

But what could we learn from a more in-depth

analysis of the numbers?

The numbers shown are for books on the top

100.

Now we shall do a sales comparison between

similar books from Marvel and DC.

The pairing will be made by the lead

character, looking at what the people who like

to accuse geeks of being bigots look at, namely

sex, sex orientation, race, religion, etc. (funny

how times change, a few years back anyone

with an obsession with the race/gender/etc

would be called a bigot, now they call us

bigots).



Female lead

Wonder Woman 40K+



Female lead

Mighty Captain Marvel 15K+



Female lesbian lead

Batwoman 24K+



Female lesbian lead

America 11K+



Female + Muslim man lead

Green Lanterns 31K+



Female Muslim lead

Ms Marvel 20K+



In each and every case the DC book wins, is

selling more, in the best case for Marvel they

loose by about 10K in the worst case they

loose for almost 3 times the issues shipped.

And we shouldn’t forget these numbers are

units shipped to the comic books stores, not

units sold to the final customer, many store

owners tell us that Marvel over-ships,

frequently with no cost, so these numbers may

well be padded.

To see proof of this you need only go to your

local store and see the thick stacks of unsold

Marvel books from previous months.

Still Marvel and the legacy specialized press

keep on telling everybody they are expanding

the market, by appealing to previously

untouched demographics.

If this were true their sales wouldn’t be

tanking, they wouldn’t be dragging down

smaller publishers like IDW.

So, what is the difference? Why DC’s books

are selling way better than Marvel’s? Even

when in said books the lead is from one of

those groups we comic fans are supposed to

hate?



The difference is that DC didn’t take away

our beloved characters and replaced them

with some “minority” in the name of diversity.

DC added new characters, and gave us the

option to buy both, one or the other.

Another difference is that DC is writing those

characters really well, case in point Jaime

Reyes Blue Beetle; it’s being written in such a

way that it gives the reader the vibe, the sense

of those old Spider-Man comics.

Back when Peter didn’t want to be a hero, but

he was one in spite of the costs to him.

Because he understood that classic line “With

great power comes great responsibility”.

The current writers, artists, editors and

assistant editors at Marvel do not seem to

understand this basic premise.

Neither do they seem to love the characters

entrusted to their care and seem to think those

characters are theirs to do as they please. To

use them as mouth pieces to preach to the fans

their ideology, to insult them.

In short for DC the customer is always right,

while for Marvel the customer is always an ahole.



And this is why, in my opinion, Marvel is

spiraling towards a fiery death, they insult

their consumer base, tell them they shouldn’t

buy their books, for months on end.

Well we listened, if Marvel doesn’t want my

hard earned Pesos then I will find who

deserves to get them.

This is why I have now 2 years of not buying

any Marvel book, and around 10 of not

buying any Spider-Man book, me, a fan and

collector for over 40 years, one that was

turned in a fan by ASM #31-33 (reprints in my

country of course) now has a ten years wide

hole in his Spidey collection.

Meanwhile I’m enjoying like a toddler most of

DC’s output, only exceptions being the Young

Animal imprint.

If like me you are disappointed by what

Marvel is publishing and daring to call comic

books, go give a try to DC.



Super Sons is a great book where you get to

know and even love Damian Wayne and Jon

Kent. Superman where you get to see the lives

of Kal-El and his earth family Lois and Jon

Kent. Action Comics where you’ll find what

action means. Green Lanterns where you can

fall in love with Jessica Cruz and Simon Baz.

Blue Beetle where you’ll find the closest thing

to the feel of those earlier ASM books. All of

the Batman family of books. Justice League

and JLA fully recommended.

And many more.

And lets not forget the smaller publishers,

small in size but not in heart or quality.

For the Mecha genre lovers among us go buy

Mech cadet Yu from BOOM! Studios.

Skybourne from the same house is a really

great book too. Missing your norse god of

thunder adventures? Go buy Ragnarök from

IDW or the aptly titled Mjöllnir from Soleil.

Go give Valiant a try, or Dynamite, there are

many, many options for we the wrongfans

shunned byMarvel.
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