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Abstract

Implemention of a highlighter for the K Framework for gedit.



2



Definitions



2.1



Syntax highlighting



Syntax highlighting is a feature of text editors that are used for programming, scripting, or markup languages, such as HTML. The feature displays

text, especially source code, in different colors and fonts according to the category of terms. This feature facilitates writing in a structured language such

as a programming language or a markup language as both structures and

syntax errors are visually distinct. Highlighting does not affect the meaning

of the text itself; it is intended only for human readers.



2.2



Gedit



Gedit is the GNOME text editor. While aiming at simplicity and ease of

use, gedit is a powerful general purpose text editor.
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What I used



3.1



gedit for Windows



https://wiki.gnome.org/Apps/Gedit
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3.2



.lang files



In order to observe the syntax and the editing technique of .lang files and

highlighters in gedit, I took a look at some of the files in the language-specs

folder.



For example: C language



3.3



Notepad++



In order to edit the .lang file.
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Method



I took the C syntax highlither file and I modified it in order for it to work

with the K Framework. I added some new styles for modules, for the printing part and for the operators. I removed some things from the previous C

highlighter that I didn’t need such as the preprocess part, define and include

and I kept things like the comment, type, string and keyword.



I used regular expressions to highlight what I needed.
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How does it look like now
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Conclusion



The highlighter improves writing in K Framework. Errors are much more

visible and can be easily fixed even before compiling. Everything looks much

better in colors and coding is much more fun.
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