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Preference Evaluation of Grover Huffman XLRs On Selected Recorded Titles 2017

Title Pairs Final Selected CDR Track Sets



Time (M:S) Music Genera



1



Pat Metheny (Cross The) Heartland Zx+



06:55



2



Pat Metheny (Cross The) Heartland Empress



06:57



3



Van Morrison Orangefield Zx+



03:52



4



Van Morrison Orangefield Empress



03:54



9



Hector Berlioz Sym. Fantastique Un Bal Empress



06:16



10



Hector Berlioz Sym. Fantastique Un Bal Zx+



06:15



13



Dexter Gordon Manha De Carnavel Zx+



08:26



14



Dexter Gordon Manha De Carnavel Empress



08:28



15



Supertramp Bloody Well Right Zx+



04:39



16



Supertramp Bloody Well Right Empress



04:39



17



Joan Baez East Virginia Empress



03:46



18



Joan Baez East Virginia Zx+



03:43



19



Dire Straits Once Upon A Time In The West Empress



05:30



20



Dire Straits Once Upon A Time In The West Zx+



05:29



Code



Order Key Track Matt G.



1A



T



1



1B



T



2



2A



T



3



2B



T



4



E



Symphonic

Orchestral



5A



H



5



E



5B



H



6



Mid-1960s Post Bop

Jazz



7A



T



7



7B



T



8



1970s UK

Progressive Rock



8A



T



9



8B



T



10



E



Female Acoustic

'60s Folk, Mono



9A



H



11



E



9B



H



12



10A



H



13



10B



H



14



Modern Electric Jazz

Male R&amp;B Vocal



Post Punk UK Rock



1



Sara G.



1



2



Jim L.



Dave V.



Z



Rob B.



4



5



Fred L.



Jeff S.



6



Ben W.



7



Jeff B.



8



Mark D.



9



Greg G.



Z



E



E



E



Z



Z



3



E



E



Z

E



NP

Z



Z



Z



E



Z



Z



Z



Z



Z



Z



71.4%



28.6%



14.3%



57.1%



2

4

6

8

10

12

14



Z



Z

E

E



11



Ed H.



12



Ed E.



13



Empress



E



E



NP



Z



Z



Z



E

E



E



Z



E



E



Z



Z



28.6%



28.6%



57.1%



42.9%



1

3

NP

7

10

NP

13



2

3

5

7

9

12

14



2

4

NP

8

NP

11

14



2

3

6

8

9

12

13



E



E



57%



E



43%



Z



100%



43%



100%

14%



57%

43%



E



E



E

Z



100%

100%



29%

E



Z



Z



71.4%



28.6%



57.1%



42.9%



71.4%



71.4%



2

4

5

8

9

12

13



2

3

6

8

9

12

14



2

3

5

7

10

11

14



1

4

5

7

9

12

13



2

4

6

8

10

11

14



2

4

5

7

10

12

13



7%



100%



7%



100%



50%



Z



E



No Pref.



21%



43%



Z



Z



Zx+



43%



E



E

Z



79%



Z



E

Z



E



Z

Z



E



E



E



Z



E



NP

Z



E



Z

Z



Z



E



E

Z



Z



E



E

E



NP



Z

E



E



E

Z



E



Z



Drew K.

Z



E

Z



10



64%

36%



Z



100%

64%



1:18:49

The recording line is from Ortofon Cadenza Black MC

cartridge on Pete Riggle "the Woody" tonearm, w/ SRA

control, 2.4 grams VTF, on JA Michel Gyro SE turntable

with Never Connected power supply, through Discovery

IV wiring harness to Whest PS.40RDT SE phono preamp

to modded Tascam DV-RA1000HD pro recorder via

the Grover Huffman XLR under evaluation.



% Empress



Track Set Order: Determined by Series of Coin Flips.

T = Zx+ is 1st Track in the Set, Empress Is 2nd

H = Empress is 1st Track in the Set, Zx+ 2nd



All components have vibration control. The JA Michell

armboard uses a acrylic spacer for additional isolation.

No post-processing of audio tracks. Tracks parsed in

Audacity. Burned at 4x from iTunes on Apple MacBook

Pro with MATSHITA DVD-R UJ-8A8 (Firmware Rev: HA13)

to Taiyo Yuden Watershield CDRs.



Track

Picks



2

4

5

7

10

11

14

NP Means No Preference



1

4

6

7

10

12

14



2

3

6

7

9

12

14



Listening Line of Participants:

1) Oppo 105D disc player, McIntosh C2500 pre-amp, McIntosh 601 Monos through B&amp;W 803 Diamond speakers. Mid-level AudioQuest cables.

2) NAD C-372 integrated amp with Oppo 105 Modwright modded CD player. Cables from CD player are Grover Empress. Speakers are Epos 12i.

3) Sony SCD-1, Classe DR-6 pre-amp, Classe Seventy power amp, Unity Audio: CLA 1 Signature speakers with custom cabinetry design by Gort darkmatter, IC's are White shielded hybrid Grover's and speaker cable is GH Ex+.

4) Alesis ML9600 CDP, Audioquest cables into Music Fidelity A5 Preamp to Music Fidelity A5 Amplifier, Analysis Plus Oval 9 speaker cables into NAIM NBL speakers.

5) Oppo UDP-203 4K Ultra HD Blueray DVD Player, generic RCA cables into Arcam AVR350 Receiver, MonsterCable speaker wire into Snell Type E speakers.

6) Marantz CD6004 (Transport)!Nordost Heimdall 2 (Digital IC)!Rega DAC!Grover Huffman Ex+ (IC)!Tortuga LDR3 V.2 (Passive Preamp)!Grover Huffman Empress (IC)!George Kaye Modified Moscode 300 (Hybrid Power Amp)

!WireWorld Polaris (Speaker Cable)!Audio Physic Virgo 2 (loud speaker) and KEF R400b (sub).

7) OPPO BDP-93, NAD C162 pre amp, Outlaw Audio 2200 monoblocks, and Magneplanar MMGs. Grover Zx+ RCA ICs between the pre and power amps and coming off the disc player to the pre amp. AudioQuest Slate speaker

cables supply the signal to the MMGs and a single REL T-2 sub completes the system.

8) Rega Saturn (1st gen.) CDP into Unison Research Unico hybrid integrated amp, modified fully by Chris Johnson. Castle Eden stand mounted loudspeakers. ICs and speaker cables by Grover Huffman. Shunyata Hydra 6 PLC.

9) Rega Planet 2000 CDP &gt; Grover IC (not sure of model, got them as part of a used system in 2010) &gt; Xindak XA3200S (preamp) &gt; Pierre Gabriel ML1 IC &gt; Dared VP-20 monoblock amplifiers &gt; Harmonic Technology Fantasy

speaker cables &gt; Jean-Marie Reynaud Euterpe speakers.

10) All Custom Made Equipment. Grover Huffman Empress ICs and speaker cable.

11) CDP: Rega Planet 2000, ICs between CDP and preamp: Kimber Timbre; Preamp: Rogue Perseus Magnum; Power Amp: Rogue Stereo 100, ICs between Pre and Power amp: Grover Huffman EX+; Speaker Cables (double run,

shotgunned on amp end, biwire): Grover Huffman EX+; Speakers: Vandersteen Treos; Subwoofers: Vandersteen 2WQ; Power cords to power amp; preamp: Pangea AC 14; Power isolation: Richard Grey's Power Company 400S.

12) Original CD9.8 Cd player (used as transport), to Assemblage D2D1, I2S cable to the Sonic Frontiers SFD-2 mkiii DAC, Luminous Audio prototype interconnects to Bettinger's Franken-preamp. Emperical Design Omnicable from

preamp to amps. The amps are E&amp;M Renaissance monos. The speaker cable is DH Labs T-14 to heavily modded SoundLab M-3 speakers.

13) Esoteric K-05 CDP to Conrad Johnson PV15 Linestage (w/ C1), into C-J MF2550SE amp to Ohm Walsh 3 speakers with 3.300 drivers. Grover Huffman Empress ICs, Black Cat Lectreline speaker cable. Power control, Shunyata MPC12.

Tracks Details:

1. Pat Metheny, (Cross the) Heartland, Works (1980) on ECM, German pressing.

2. Van Morrison, Orangefield, Avalon Sunset (1989), Mercury, US pressing.

3. Hector Berlioz, Un bal (Valse-Allegro non troppo), Symponie Fantastique, conducted by Colin Davis with Concertgebouw Orchestra Amsterdam (1974), Philips, Netherlands pressing.

4. Dexter Gordon, Manha De Carnival, Gettin' Around (2009), Blue Note – Music Matters, US 45 RPM pressing.

5. Supertramp, Bloody Hell Right, Crime Of The Century (1974), A&amp;M – Mobile Fidelity Sound Lab, US pressing.

6. Joan Baez, East Virginia, Joan Baez (1960), Vanguard 1st Ed. mono, US pressing.

7. Dire Straits, Once Upon A Time In The West, Communique (1979), Warner Bros., US pressing.



48%



48%



4%



57% of the time, the 2nd

recorded pair in the

sequence regardless of XLR

was selected as the

preference. 39% of the time,

the 1st recorded pair was

preferred. 4% of the time,

there was no preference.

In 5 of 7 title pairs (blue

above right), 71% of the

time, the 2nd recorded track

in the pair was preferred.

Only on the 4th pair was the

1st track in the set

preferred. Pair 3 had no

preference. If we remove

the no preference set, then

83% of the time, the 2nd

track in the pair was

preferred.



100%
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