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Get Involved this Thursday

Come and Tell Supervisor David Couch



 to use ~$2 billion County fund for the fiscal year 2014-15 wisely

 not to touch or close our Frazier Park Library

 to cut the "dead wood" within the Kern County Administration

 to reduce the budget of the obscure offices (such as County Counsel where

most of the numerous attorneys earn more than $250,000)

By Gunnar J Kuepper
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For Thursday, July 1, at 6 p.m. at the Frazier Mountain

Park Community Center (across from the Frazier Park

Library) Supervisor David Couch has invited all

residents in the Frazier Mountain Communities to listen

and comment on the upcoming Budget (Fiscal Year

2014-15) for Kern County.

Last Year’s 2013-14 County Budget totaled $2.6 billion.

That included the operating governmental funds with the

General Fund in the amount of $1.57 billion, the nonoperating governmental funds, consisting of special

revenue and capital projects funds, in the amount of $358

million.

In addition to the governmental funds, there was a budget

for other funds in the amount of $695 million for

enterprise funds such as Airports, Kern Medical Center,

and Waste Management; internal service funds such as

Worker's Compensation and Group Health; grant-funded

programs administered by Employer's Training Resource

and Community Development programs; and County

Service Area funds that are special districts under the

Board of Supervisors.

Program-specific revenues for operating governmental

funds were in 2013-14 at $1.1 billion. Program-specific

revenues are required by law to be spent for specific,

mandated programs or direct reimbursements for the cost

of providing services, and the Board of Supervisors has

minimal discretion in using those funds. These costs

account for nearly 68% of the total budget for the

operating governmental funds. Most State and federal

subventions must be used to operate health and human

services programs.

Discretionary-use revenues for the General Fund

controlled by the Board are 23% of the budget, and Kern

County must use much of this money to match mandated

State and federal programs.

Kern County has a population of ~850,000 living on

8,161 square miles. Within the county are 11

incorporated cites (Arvin, Bakersfield, California City,

Delano, Maricopa, Mc Farland, Ridgecrest, Shafter, Taft,

Tehachapi, Wasco), 48 census designated places

(including Frazier Park, Lake of the Woods, Lebec, Pine

Mountain Club). The racial and ethnic identity is

described as 50% white non-hispanic, 39% hispanic,

23% other race, 6% african American, and 2.5% Native

American

In the 2013-14 Budget the County received an income of

nearly $2 billon, $1,924,781 to be exact. The largest

income sources were Intergovernmental Revenues ($718

million or 37% of the income), Taxes ($412 million or



21% of the income) and "Other Financing Sources"

($390 million or 20% of the budget funding).

In 2014 nearly 40% ($763 million) were used for Public

Protection, followed by 27% ($521 million) for Public

Assistance), 15% ($293 million) for Health and

Sanitation, and 7.65% ($148 million) for General

Government.

The 2013-14 Budget (about 550 pages) lists about 230

county units that received funding.

The Kern County departments include

 County Administrative Office

 Agriculture and Measurement Standards

 Sheriff's Office ($211 million)

 Fire Department ($144 million)

 Mental Health ($109 million)

 District Attorney

 Public Defender

 Planning &amp; Community Development

 Animal Services ($8.1 million)

 Public Health Services ($32 million)

 Aging and Adult Services

 Human Services

 Parks &amp; Recreation ($13.5 million)

 Library ($8.3 million)

 Animal Services ($8.1 million)

My favorite, the obscure Department of Kern County

Counsel, had a budget of $10.5 million in 2013=14,

much more the Library System that serves more than

150,000 residents every year.

Or, just another comparison, Kern County spends nearly

14x the amount of money for Mental Health ($109

million) that is spend for the entire County Library

System.

In June of 2008, the county had the equivalent of 8,480

full-time employees. In June of 2012, that number was

down to 7,374, according to reports from the Kern

County Auditor-Recorder’s office. 9,605 employees,

including part-timers were listed for Kern County in

2013.

16 of those (most, if not all working at Kern Medical

Center) received in 2013 salary &amp; benefits exceeding

$400,000, 23 other public employees enjoyed salary &amp;

benefits of more than $300,000 annually, including Ann

Theresa Goldner, the head of the obscure Office of

County Counsel. The County's overall cost for

employees' salaries and benefits was about $1.03 billion

in the 2013-14 budget.

Financial challenges and losses in the recent past include:
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In September of 2013, Kern County governments and

special districts had to repay Occidential Petroleum $31

million in tax money that the oil company was

overcharged based in part on the value of its holdings in

the Monterey Shale. Kern County’s share of the

repayment was $11.3 million.

The county-owned Kern Medical Center (KMC) is one of

the biggest fiscal liability at this point in time. Most of

Kern Medical Center’s worsening annual budget was

revealed at the end of 2013: years of obvious

miscalculation and financial mismanagement created an

estimated $64 million hole in the hospital’s finances. The

result was that KMC has racked up a debt to the county’s

general fund that hovers around $100 million.

Subsequently the Hospital's CEO, Paul Hensler (received

an annual salary of $458,596 in 2013) was fired after the

county supervisors became fully aware of the losses late

in 2013.

The company of the new CEO, Russell Judd, is tasked

with eliminating that loan burden, operating KMC at a

profit and / or rebuilding the hospital’s billing, physician

pay and operations systems. At the same time the

visually not really inviting facility needs to attract a

better mix of patients — fewer poor and uninsured

patients and more paying customers.

For the year 2013 - 2014, the Kern County Treasurer-Tax

Collector mailed out property tax bills totaling over 942

million dollars. Of those bills mailed, the top 10

taxpayers (Chevron, Aera Energy, Occidental of Elk

Hills, Oxy USA, Berry Petroleum, Plains Exploration &amp;

Prod, Pacific Gas &amp; Electric, Seneca Resources, Vintage

Production Cal, US Borax) comprised 32.80% of the

total taxes due to the County. The assessed value of the

2013-14 tax roll was $84.6 billion, the combined net

assessed value of the top ten taxpayers was $27.8 billion.

However, Kern County's two largest industries, oils and

gas production as well as agriculture face significant

challenges in 2014.

Oil and gas production has driven much of the County's

job and income growth. The industry is now confronted

with environmental questions as it seeks to tap the 12

billion barrels of oil beneath the ground.

Agriculture is today a $6 billion+ industry in Kern

County. The food production’s main challenge is water,

or the lack thereof due to the multi-year extreme drought.

Aside from looking for emergency water transfers to the

places in need and aside from demanding the removal of

environmental restrictions, the County needs to find

long-term local solutions to the ongoing water crisis.



When supervisors discovered the multi-million deficit

from Kern Medical Center, the Board of Supervisors had

asked all departments in February of 2014 to submit

budgets that cut five percent from their current revenue.

However, in June 2014 it become clear that at least eight

county departments have asked for $31.9 million more

than the County Administrative Office has allocated

them in the recommended spending plan for fiscal year

2014-2015, which begins July 1. The Kern Medical

Center and the Kern County Sheriff's Office -- have

asked for $25.3 million of that total.

The departments had to submit their new budget

proposals by June 17, 2014 and the final vote by the

Board of Supervisors on the 2014-15 budget is expected

in August.
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All Things Local

Roundtable &amp; Opening Ceremony for

Fire Station 58 in Pine Mountain Club

On Saturday, July 12, 2014 at 12:00 noon a ceremonial

ribbon cutting will take place at the New Kern County

Fire Station 58.



The accident is investigated by the California Division of

Occupational Safety and Health.

According to a Los Angeles Times report, on

Wednesday, July 9, Jeremy Ead and Olivia Feldman filed

a lawsuit Wednesday in Los Angeles County Superior

Court, alleging that the park's neglect caused the ride to

be "dangerous, defective, hazardous and unsafe,"

according to the suit. The lawsuit, filed by attorney Barry

Novack, seeks money to cover legal costs, medical bills

and lost earnings.

####

Northbound I 5 - Traffic Accident

On Tuesday, July 8, 2014 around 6:15 p.m. two trucks

collided on the northbound lanes of I5 between Frazier

Park and Lebec.

One of the trailers was destroyed and its contents spilled

onto the freeway. Traffic was diverted to one lane,

creating a temporary traffic jam. No injuries have been

reported.



Fire Station 58 under construction on Dec 23, 2013



Prior to that, starting at 10:00 a.m. a round table

presentation is scheduled to in the Condor room at the

Pine Mountain Property Owner Association club house.

Scheduled Speakers this year are: 4th District Supervisor

David Couch, Kern County Fire Chief Brian Marshall,

Vince Fong District Director for Congressman Kevin

McCarthy, Jessie Dahliwal State of California,

Department of Public Health Drinking Water Program

and Jim Beck – General Manager of the Kern County

Water Agency.

####



Santa Clarita - Accident involving the

Ninja roller coaster at Six Flags Magic

Mountain

On Monday, July 7, 2014 around 6:00 p.m. a tree branch

fell down on the tracks of the Ninja roller coaster at Six

Flags Magic Mountain. The entertainment venue is

popular by many families and kids in the Frazier

Mountain Communities.

The front car derailed and more than 20 people became

stranded on the roller coaster ride about 40 feet above the

ground. Los Angeles County Fire personnel, including a

urban search-and-rescue team, responded and evacuated

22 riders from the disabled coaster car until 8:30 p.m.

Two of the riders were transported to a local hospital

with what was described as minor injuries.



Water Alert Stage II in Frazier Park

By Frazier Park Public Utility District

Due to the declared Drought Emergency, as well as the

declining aquifer in our district, we have now gone to the

“ALERT STAGE” in our Water Conservation Plan.

Please see the mandatory restrictions to below. If you

have any questions, or need help with compliance, please

contact someone from the district.

1) No use of water through any connection when the

district has notified the customer in writing to repair

a broken or defective plumbing, sprinkler, watering

or irrigation system and the customer has failed to

make such repairs within 5 days after receipt of such

notice.

2) No use of water which results in flooding or run-off

in gutters, waterways, patios, driveway, or streets.

3) No use of water for washing aircraft, cars, buses,

boats, trailers or other vehicles without a positive

shut-off nozzle on the outlet end of the hose.
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4) No use of water through a hose for washing

buildings,

structures,

sidewalks,

walkways,

driveways, patios, parking lots, tennis courts, or other

hard-surfaced areas in a manner which results in

excessive run-off or waste.

5) No use of water for watering streets with trucks,

except for initial wash-down for construction

purposes (if street sweeping is not feasible), or to

protect the health and safety of the public.

6) No use of water for construction purposes, such as

consolidation of backfill, dust control, or other uses

unless no other source of water or other method can

be used.

7) No use of water for more than minimal landscaping

in connection with any new construction.

8) Use of water for outside plants, lawn, landscape, and

turf areas on a Odd/Even Program (Odd numbered

addresses Tuesday, Thursday, &amp; Saturday. Even

numbered addresses Wednesday, Friday, &amp; Sunday).

Watering of plants, lawn, landscape, and turf areas

are prohibited between the hours of 10 a.m. and 6

p.m. No watering of plants, lawn, landscape, and turf

areas allowed on Mondays.

9) No Use of water for watering outside plants and turf

areas using a hand-held hose without a positive shutoff valve.

10) No use of water for decorative fountains or the filling

or topping off of decorative lakes or ponds.

Exceptions are made for those decorative fountains,

lakes, or ponds which utilize recycled water.

11) No use of water for the filling or refilling of

swimming pools.

Stage 2 – Alert Stage

1. Frazier Park PUD set conservation goals and call for

wide-based community support to achieve those

goals.

2. Frazier Park PUD would inform customers of

mandatory conservation measures (non-essential

water uses, listed in Stage 1 are now mandatory).

3. Frazier Park PUD would inform customers of

penalties if mandatory conservation measures are not

observed (penalties are listed below).

4. Frazier Park PUD would inform customers of

mandatory conservation water fees.

5. Frazier Park PUD limit the use of fire hydrants to fire

protection uses only.

6. Frazier Park PUD would provide customers with

retrofit kits either at cost or free depending on the

budget constraints at the time Stage 2 is announced.



Penalties for violation of mandatory conservation

measures are:

 1st violation – written warning.

 2nd violation – $100.00.

 3rd violation – turn-off of water services, plus $100

re-connection fee.

Offenses for separate water use restriction violations will

each start at the warning stage (1st violation) and the

penalties for the offenses are in addition to the regular

rate schedule charges.

In that Water Code Section 375 authorizes the

enforcement of this Water Conservation Plan, the

following enforcement measures are adopted: for any

customer that fails to comply with the foregoing, the

following remedies shall be imposed:

1. First violation, a warning letter shall be sent under

any of the 3 (three) public notice stages listed in the

Water Conservation Plan;

2. Second violation a fine shall be added to the next

month’s billing depending on the public notice stage

listed in the Water Conservation Plan;

3. Third violation the water service is disconnected

until compliance is achieved and a reconnection fee

will be added to next month’s billing;

4. Further violation in a year, in addition to termination

of water service, the installation of a restrictive

device will be placed on the water service connection

if so authorized by the Board at the owner’s expense;

In addition to the enforcement measures specified in

paragraph 2.e, the Board reserves the right to seek

enforcement and conviction of repeated violations of this

resolution as a misdemeanor as provided at Water Code

Section 377, seeking an injunction as authorized by

Public Utilities code Section 16472.5 and/or other

remedies as provided by law.

####



New Laws became effective in California

on July 1, 2014

A variety of new laws became effective in the State of

California on July 1, 2014.

Important for employees:

 Minimum wage goes up to $9 in California. In 2016,

the wage will go up to $10 an hour.

 State and local governments can no longer ask job

applicants about past criminal convictions: Assembly

Bill 218 (does not apply to a position for which a

state or local agency is otherwise required by law to

conduct a conviction history background check, to
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any position within a criminal justice agency, or to

any individual working on a temporary or permanent

basis for a criminal justice agency on a contract

basis)

 Paid family leave expanded to include grandparents,

grandchildren, siblings, and parents-in-law

Gun control: Large-capacity magazines are now banned

Fire Safety: All battery-operated smoke alarms in rental

units must contain a non-replaceable, non-removable 10year battery

Real Estate: Property sellers must disclose lawsuits and

claims on property.

Contractors: Prime contractors required to disclose the

CSLB license numbers of subcontractors on public works

projects.

Transgender Californians: can now easily change their

names and identity



Free Summer Lunches for teens and

children under 18 are served at the

Frazier Park School from June 9 to

August 1, 2014



Advertisement
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